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Palace appeals: Don't 
blame GMA for hard times 


By Juliet Labog-Javellana and Carlito Pablo 


DON'T blame President 
forthe hard times. 

Malacafiang aired this appeal yesterday as 

it insisted that the 14-percent drop in Ms Ar- 

royo's performance rating was due to eco- 

nomic hardship—and not to any public per- 
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Gov't eyes OFW tax 
By Michelle V. Remo 


SAYING that difficult times call for everyone 
to share the fiscal burden, the Department of 
Finance is now considering taxing the coun- 
try's modern-day heroes—Filipinos working 
abroad. 

“They are Filipinos, therefore they have to 
help in efforts to ease the country's fiscal 
problem,” Finance Secretary Juanita Ama- 
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jl admits Jakarta blast 


NOTE 


SMOKE billows from the Twin Towers of the Worl 


terrorist attack stil linger. 


NG Ts 


SUKA 


Id Trade Center following the Sept. 11, 2001 attacks, Three years later, the images of that 


тали. 


“Something terrible happened here” 


By Cookie Micaller 


‘THEY OBLITERATED everything that was 
Cynthia Wilson that morning of September 
in New York three years ago. 

Well, not everything—because her voice, 
trembling with fear as the horror unfolded 
before her eyes, lingers on, preserved in a 
Sony micro-cassette recorder which her 29- 


Wake-up call: We must do our homework with China 


By Leticia Ramos Shahani 


pushing our 
THE RECENT visit of President and aplomb. 
Macapagal-Arroyo dramatized 
our important relations with the 
People's Republic of China. A 
state visit is always gripping and 
‘dramatic because it compresses 
ina few days what would take a 
hardworking ambassador to ac- 
complish in several years. We 
"— РЕЗ 


forget that 


terests, 


congratulate the President for 


But the euphoria of state visits 
must not make us 


tions among na- 
tions are guided by permanent in- 
Historically 


Southeast Asia as client states. Al 
аза ла 


year-old daughter still keeps to this day. 

“Pm in the office, something terrible hap- 
pened here,” the 53-year llongga cried into 
her daughter's answering machine moments 
after a commercial jetliner piloted by an Is- 
lomic hijacker plowed six floors above her in- 
tothe World Trade Center building 

Wilson, а Filipina born in Iloilo who later 
became an American citizen after migrating 


to the United States, was one of the nearly 
3,000 killed when two hijacked planes 
smashed into the Twin Towers of the WTC on 
Sept. 11, 2001 in the deadliest terrorist at- 
tack against the United States, 
In that phone call, Wilson's voice, usually 
full of life and firm, was chill with terror. 
“Take care of yourself and your brother," she 
SOMETHING! AIG 


TODAY, special action forces from the Philippine National Police are more vigilant 
than ever as they guard the US Embassy on Roxas Boulevard, a possiblerterrorist 
target. The INQUIRER's front page (left photo) on Sept. 12 tells of the early hours of 


the tragedy. 
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giant. 
speaking, 


though the Association of South- 
‘Asian Nations (Asean) has 
given the smaller countries more 
security, we must do our home- 
work in approach- 
ing China since we 
aro dealing with a 


"The President declared that the 
China has regarded the nations of Philippines would pursue “the de- 
velopment of all round, multi-di- 
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mensional and farsighted rela- 
tions with China.” One of the five 
sovernment4o-government agree- 
‘ments signed during the visit was a 
joint marine seismic undertaking 
то study the area's petroleum po- 
tential. The official position is that 
the undertaking “does not under- 
mine the basic positions of the 
Philippines and China on the South 
China Sea issue.” 


Terrorist 
group says 
Australia 
was target 


CAIRO, Egypt—A Southeast 
Asian Islamic militant 
group claimed responsibili- 
ty for Thursday's deadly car 
bomb attack outside the 
Australian Embassy in 
Jakarta, saying it was 
aimed at punishing Aus- 
tralia for supporting the 
US-led war in Iraq. 


Ап Internet site known for car- 
rying extremist Islamic content 
carried a statement purportedly 
written by the Al-Qaida-linked 
Jemaah Islamiyah in East Asia, 
but its authenticity could not be 
immediately verified. 

"We decided to call Australia го 
account, which we consider one of 
the worst enerhies of God, and 
God's religion of Islam,” the state- 
ment said. “Here we were able to 
callit to account today in Jakarta, 
where one of the mujahedeen (holy 
warriors) was able to execute a 
martyrdom operation with a car 
bomb in front of the embassy” 

Indonesian police said that Је- 
maah Islamiyah was apparently 
behind the attack, and that it was 
likely the work of Malaysian Aza- 
hari Husin, a reputed Л member 
who had been on the run for three 
years. (See story on Page A9.) 

The car bombing came ahead of 
next month's general elections in 
Australia, whose conservative 
prime minister, John Howard, has 
angered many in the region for 
running on а pro-American, an- 
titerror platform. The numbers of 
those killed and wounded have 
risen to nine and 173, respectively. 

"We advise all Australians in 
Indonesia to leave, or we will 
make it a grave for them, God 
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CYNTHIA WILSON: 
“Take care of yourselfand 


of terror 
attacks 
still lingers 


NEW YORK--The United 
States will pause Saturday in 
somber remembrance of the 
Sept. 11 terror attacks, whose 
legacy looms large and un- 
shakable over a presidential 
election just 53 days away. 

‘Three years later, some of the 
emotional wounds inflicted by 
the traumatic events of that day 
have begun to heal, even as the 
multiple fallout from the de- 
struction of the World Trade. 
Center continues to reverberate 
around a changed world. 

For Americans, the third an- 
niversary comes just days after 
the death toll of US soldiers in 
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Separated 
twins to walk 
by Christmas | 


NEW YORK—Carl and 
Clarence Aguirre, the 2- 
year-old twins who were 
Joined atthe head until a 
month ago, should be wal 
ing by Christmas, their pedi- 
atrician said Thursday. 

“Thats the promise | made 
to their mother, and it's look- 
ing good,” said Dr. Robert 
Marion at Montefiore Medi- 
cal Center in the Bronx. "lt 
could be Halloween, the way 
things are going,” 

Marion visited with the 
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This sounds harmless but we 
should not forget that China 
bases its claim of the entire South 
China Sea Islands on historic title 
and effective occupation. Al- 
though relations with China are 
at an all-time high, we should not 
suffer from historic amnesia. 

As undersecretary of foreign 
affairs, 1 accompanied in 1987 
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FORECAST: Extreme Northern Luzon wl experience mostly cloudy 
sh ith rainstowers and thunderstorms. The rest of the country 
wile partiy cloudy о cloudy wth isolated rainshowers and thun- 
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Embassies under heavy security 


By Alcuin Papa and T] Burgonio 


THE MILITARY yesterday heightened 
segtirity around several embassies and 
residences of ambassadors in Metro 
Manila to thwart possible terrorists at- 
tacks on the third anniversary of the 
Sept. 11 attacks on the United States. 

‘AFP National Capital Region Command 
chief Lt. Gen. Alberto Braganza told reporters 
that battle-tested Philippine Marines have 
been deployed to guard around eight em- 
bassies and three residences of ambassadors, 
mostly in Makati and Manila. 

‘These include the US Embassy, the Euro- 
pen Union Embassy, the German Embassy, 
embassies of Latin American countries, the 
Netherlands, the Japanese Emba: 
Spanish and the Saudi Arabian embassies. 

Marine guards have bolstered security at 
thé residences of the British, Canadian and 
Norwegian ambassadors. 

‘A tight watch has been placed over the 
country’s airports and harbors while police 
forces and local government officials in the 
metropolis have likewise been put on alert. 

The heightened security measures fol- 
lowed the car bomb explosion outside the 


Australian Embassy in Jakarta on Thursday 
which killed 11 people and injured several 
hundreds. The al-Qaida-linked Jemaah Is- 
lamiyah terror group has claimed responsibil- 
ity for Thursday's bombing. 

The Australian Embassy in Makati City yes- 
terday further tightened its security. 

‘Australian Ambassador to the Philippines 
Ruth Pearce said that the embassy's security 
personnel were exercising "extra vigilance" in 
the wake of Thursday's attack. 

“We accord the highest priority to security 
at the embassy and are continually reviewing. 
and strengthening measures and proced 
atour embassy here in Manila," Pearce said in 
a statement. 

The US Embassy has also reviewed its secu- 
rity measures in the wake of the terror attack 
in Jakarta. 

“We make upgrades as needed. We'll look 
at the security measures in light of the bomb- 
ing in Indonesia,” US Embassy Press Attache 
Karen Kelly said. 

A Philippine Navy patrol boat with an elite 
Special Warfare Group unit onboard has been 
dispatched to guard the Manila Bay waters off 
the US embassy along Roxas Boulevard. 

All Philippine embassies abroad were like- 
wise ordered to maintain heightened security. 


Aside from members of the diplomatic com- 
munity, Braganza said security forces wil also be 
deployed toat least 21 strategic locations in Metro 
Manila. These include shopping malls ой depots, 
LRT and MRT stations, bus stations and commer- 
ial districts in the Ayala Makati business district, 
the Onigas Pasig area and the Cubao area. 

Government installations and offices will 
also be closely watched, including the Bureau 
of Immigration and the Department of For- 
eign Affairs, both in Manila. 

Braganza said they have also strengthened 
security measures in ports and on commercial 
sea-faring vessels traveling to different ports 
in Luzon, Visayas and Mindanao. 

Security forces, Braganza said, which have 
been mobilized include the NCR Command, 
the PNB the Coast Guard, K-9 units from bomb 
disposal units, elements from the 80th Infantry 
Battalion and the Sth Marine Battalion. 

Braganza also said they are strengthening 
their forces manning checkpoints on roads 
‘coming in and out and within Metro Manila. 

He added that the tight security measures 
would be enforced until this weekend. But he 
added that military and police officials will have 
toasses the “security environment” and “see how 
the situation develops." With reports from Leila. 
В. Salaverria, Edson C. Tandoc Jr. and AFP 


27 medals’ highlight Marcos’ 87th birthday today 


ByCristina Arzadon 
PDI Northern Luzon Bureau. 


LAOAG CITY—The Marcos family observes 
former strongman Ferdinand E. Marcos’ 87th 
birthday today by highlighting his military ca- 
reer and war exploits. 

“Regardless of the constant criticisms... he 
was a (soldier) who stood up for his country 
and in the process, got 27 medals. That's his- 
tory It cannot be changed, amended or 
erased in any manner,” family spokesperson 
Lito Gorospe sai 

Marcos critics have long maintained that the 
médals were for non-existent war exploits. 

Ап exhibit of some 100 photographs of the 


late dictator, including his 27 medals, will be 
unveiled today at the Ilocos Norte Capitol lob- 
by. 

“The most decorated war hero of the US 
was war hero-turned-1960s Hollywood actor 
Audie Murphy. He received 27 medals, in- 
cluding the congressional medal of honor. 
Our Marcos got 27. He served his country and 
served it well. Let's not dwell on the fact that 

president. (He was also) an exemplary 
of the country,” Gorospe said. 

This is also the first time that Marcos! wid- 
ow Imelda Marcos has allowed the viewing of 
pictures of the late president as a soldier and 
commander-in-chief of the Armed Forces of 
the Philippines. 


Gorospe noted that Marcos received the 
medal of valor—the highest medal the govem- 
ment can give toa soldier and equivalent to the 
United States congressional medal of honor. 
What continues to be a frozen issue is when 
Marcos would finally be buried. 
‘The late strongman's remains are kept inside a. 
refrigerated crypt in his hometown of Batac. 
This year, only Mrs. Marcos will play host to 
the annual traditional program at the capitol 
grounds since the Marcos children are abroad. 
Ilocos Norte Gov. Ferdinand Marcos Jr. and 
Rep. Imee Marcos reportedly accompanied 
their children for schoo! enrollment in the US 
and UK, respectively, while Irene Marcos- 
Araneta had a speaking engagement abroad. 
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Joker blames Camacho for power mess 
MAVERICK Sen. Joker Arroyo yesterday urged Palace officials to stop 
‘speaking for the debt-ridden National Power Corp., and instead require 
past and present energy and finance officials to answer for the utility 
firm's mismanagement. Arroyo told reporters in the Senate that Mala- 
cafiang had “this queer and unfortunate penchant of answering ог. 
commenting on any and all issues that arise which is not its concern.” 
Arroyo said former Finance Secretary Isidro Camacho should be made 
to account for the financial mess at Napocor. He described Camacho as 
"an investment banker, good at borrowing, the golden boy of the Presi- 
dent.” The senator said that during the Senate hearing on the fiscal plan of 
the administration, the finance department admitted that 40 percent of the 
deficit problem had been caused by Napocor. Michael Lim Ubac 


Malaysian monitoring team here 

A NINE-MAN security team from Malaysia arrived yesterday in Manila 
to monitor a ceasefire agreement between the goverment and the se- 
 cessionist Moro Islamic Liberation Front in Mindanao. The Malaysian 
‘team is an advance party that would iron out administrative and logis- 
tic matters prior to the arrival of the main monitoring team in October, 
Brig Gen. Alexander Yano told reporters in Camp Aguinaldo yesterday. 
The plane carrying the Malaysian team arrived at the Ninoy Aquino In- 
ternational airport at around 2:20 p.m. from Kuala Lumpur. AFP Chief 
of Staff Narciso Abaya said the arrival of the Malaysian team "will en- 
hance or bolster” the peace talks, the next round of which is to take 
place in Kuala Lumpur in October. ‘Alcuin Papa 


Forfeiture cases vs Erap, kin OKd З 
THE OFFICE of the Ombudsman has ruled that the forfeiture case that а mil- 
itant group filed against ousted President Joseph Estrada concerning the 
 multibillion-peso “mansions” that he allegedly built during his aborted term 
was "sufficient in form and substance." Following the ruling, Ombudsman 
investigators have started a formal investigation into the allegation that the 
disgraced leader—who is technically in jail but actually enjoying rest house 
arrest in his Tanay vacation estate—had gone on a spree of constructing 
‘houses and rest houses while he was in power. The Ombudsman has asked 
the 67-year-old Estrada, his wife Sen. Luisa Ejercito, his son San Juan May- 
or JV Ejercito, lawyer Edward Serapio and his mistress Laarni Enriquez to 
answer the charges. The Bagong Alyansang Makabayan filed the forfeiture 
case in February 2001 based on a report of the Philippine Center for Inves- 
tigative Journalism. The PCIJ report claimed that during his incumbency, 
Estrada family members and cronies allegedly acquired 17 properties in 
Metro Manila, Baguio City and Tagaytay. According to PCIJ estimates, the 
fair market value of the 14 properties in Metro Manila alone exceeds P2 bil- 
lion. Estrada is also reported to own two “log cabins" in the Tagaytay High- 
lands development worth about P250 million. Armand №. Nocum. 
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business needs. 


An Arctic Marvel 
right in your kitchen. 


irlpool Freezers give you the ideal in food storage capabilities, with 
different models and styles to choose from. Created with tropical countries 
in mind, sweating is therefore controlled making it hassle-free to maintain. 
Plus, its 2-in-1 dual function allows you to use the freezer either as a 
refrigerator or freezer”, making it easier to adapt to your household or 


What's more, at the heart of every freezer is an Embraco® compressor, the 
most trusted name in compressors. So you can be sure it's built to last. 


Whirlpool Freezers. Convenience and durability defined. 


“available in chest freezer models 
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Shop for the latest WHIRLPOOL washing 
machines, dryers, microwave ovens, 
side-by-side refrigerators/freezers and 
more at the Automatic Centre Greenhills 
Appliance Fair. Ongoing up to Sept. 12, 
2004 at the Greenhills Shopping Center. 
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Овирива by: Excellence Appliance Technologies, Inc. 
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The Most Wanted Foreign Bands Brought. To You ONLY By SMART! 
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And SMART Buddy's givin’ you the chance to see them all over again! 
Simply purchase a SMART Buddy phonekit at any Metro Manila 
SMART Wireless Center and get a BLUE concert ticket for FREE! 
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„. Split opposition set 
ix to join forces-Loren 


By Jolene R. Bulambot 
PDI Visayas Bureau 


CEBU CITY—The opposition is 
preparing to join forces and 
present to the government al- 
ternative proposals to address 
the country's fiscal crisis, this 
was revealed here on Thursday 
by former senator and defeat- 
ed vice presidential candidate 
LorenLegarda. 

Legarda, in a press confer- 
ence Thursday night, said their 
aim was to build a “stronger 
opposition.” 

She declined to give details 
on the “grand unification” not 
wanting to preempt the other 
opposition leaders who would 
officially announce it. 

She also refused to comment 
on the possible reconciliation 
with former colleague Panfilo 
Lacson, except to say that the 
negotiation to bring together 
all those in the opposition was 
still atthe initial stages. 

“We are attempting to unify 
parties allied with us during 
the recent campaign. 105 im- 
portant for the government to 
know that there is an opposi- 
tion,” Legarda said. 


She noted that the united 
opposition would establish 
clear programs of action that 
would define issues, such as 
the present fiscal crisis and 
the proposal for a parlia- 
mentary form of govern- 
ment. 


The aim is to establish a^ 


clear set of agenda "where the. 
masses would be given direc- 
tion of where the country is go- 
ing," Legarda said, adding that 
the present administration is 
facing a “big challenge” in its 
call for sacrifice. 

"We need to see substance 
and teeth on the government's 
austerity measures. With its 
fragile mandate, it's difficult to 
tell people to sacrifice,” the for- 
mer senator said. 

Legarda said she was in fa- 
vor of itemizing debts incurred 
by the government and finding 
out who were responsible for 
the country's foreign and local 
debts. 

She agreed with the propos- 
al to slash the pork barrel of 
legislators to alleviate the ef- 
fects of the fiscal crisis but op- 
posed giving the President full 
control ofthe fund. 
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Cop in Al-Ghozi escape new CIDG chief 


By Christian V. Esguerra 


A POLICE general, under whose custody a 
top Muslim extremist escaped, is now the 
Philippine National Police's top investiga- 
tor following a sweeping revamp under- 
taken by PNP chief Edgardo Aglipay that 
saw 29 other officials assuming new posi- 
tions. 

Chief Supt. Jesus Verzosa was appointed 
Criminal Investigation and Detection Group 
director, replacing Chief Supt. Arturo 
Lomibao who was appointed Calabarzon po- 
lice regional director. 


“Floating status’ 

Prior to his new assignment, Verzosa 
was with the Office of the Chief PNP, os- 
tensibly a euphemism for “floating sta- 
tus,” after the embarrassing escape on Ju- 
ly 14, 2003 of Indonesian bomb-maker 
Fathur Rohman al-Ghozi ftom his Camp 
Crame cell. 

Verzosa was then chief of the Intelligence 
Group that had custody of Al-Ghozi, one of 
the terrorists who staged the deadly Rizal Day 
bombings in Metro Manila in December 
2000. 

Verzosa is a graduate of Philippine Military 
‘Academy Class 1976. His deputy is Senior 
Supt. Rodolfo “Boogie” Mendoza, former 
Pampanga police director. 

Lomibao replaced Chief Supt. Reynaldo 
Varilla as Calabarzon police director. 

Chief Supt. Vidal Querol is the new West- 
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ern Mindanao regional director. He was re- 
placed as Central Luzon chief by Chief Supt. 
Quirino де а Torre. 


Area police offices 

Aglipay had planned to create area police 
offices. The new posts were supposed to be 
handled by Lomibao, Querol, De la Torre and 
Chief Supt. Rolando Garcia (Central Visayas), 
in their concurrent capacity as regional direc- 
tors, 

But because the National Police Commis- 
sion junked the creation of the new positions, 
Aglipay said he would just put up task forces 
which will in effect algo serve as area police 
offices. 

The other new regional chiefs are Chief Su- 
perintendents Alfredo de Vera (Cagayan Val- 
ley), Dante Tejada (Northem Mindanao), 
Simeon Dizon Jr. (Southern Mindanao) and 
Rene Elumbaring (Caraga). 

In Metro Manila, three of the five police 
districts now have new directors. 

Chief Supt. Marcelino Franco moved out 
of the Northern Police District to head the 
PNP' elite Special Action Force. Не was re- 
placed by Chief Supt. Noe Wong, a member 
ofPMA'75, 


New CPD director 

Senior Supt. Nicasio Radovan, head of Task 
Force Newsman, is the new Central Police Dis- 
trict Director. Chief Supt. Wilfredo Garcia, 
erstwhile deputy director for operations, now 
heads the Southern Police District. 
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In the PNP directorial staff, three chief su- 
perintendents (one-star generals) assumed 
their new posts: Nicolas Pasinos (personnel 
and records management), Eduardo Gador 
(logistics), Doroteo Reyes (research and de- 
velopment). 

Chief Supt. Marcelo Ele is the РМРЗ new 
top lawyer while Chief Supt. Servando Hizon, 
erstwhile SAF commander, now heads the 
Grime Laboratory. 

Senior Supt. Leopoldo Bataoil regained his 
former post as PNP public information officer, 
replacing Chief Supt. Joel Goltiao, In turn, 
Goltiao got Bataoil's former post as Police 
Community Relations Group cl 


Other appointments 

The rest of the new appointments were: 
Chief Superintendents Victor Boco (deputy 
director for personnel), Ray Roderos (deputy 
for intelligence), Silverio Alarcio (deputy for 
operations), Alejandro Andres (deputy for 
comptrollership), and Wilfredo Dulay 
(deputy for investigation and detective man- 
agement), and Senior Supt. Leonardo Dioni- 
sio (deputy for research and development). 

Senior Superintendents Charlemagne Ale- 
Jandrino is the new executive officer for inves- 
tigation and detective management, Edgardo 
‘Acuna (personnel records), Renato Heredia 
(intelligence), George Piano (comptroller- 
ship), Samson Tucay (human resource), 
Napoleon Cachuela (research and develop- 
ment), and Antonio Nanas (chief, Security 
Agencies and Guards Supervision Division). 


37 ‘Taba’ cops 
shipped to Subic 
for retraining 


By Leila B. Salaverria 


LAST month, three policemen were com- 
mended for their bravery in foiling a robbery. 

Yesterday, the same policemen were 
shipped out to a secluded Philippine National 
Police facility in Subic for retraining, together 
with 34 other Taba (Tamad, Abusado, Bastos 
at Ayaw madisiplina) cops. 

The three bemedalled operatives from the 
Western Police District are PO3 Robert Zapata, 
POI Ariel Iringan and 5Р01 Serapio Galpo. They 
were commended recently—together with their 
team--for participation in a two-hour gun battle 
with suspected robbers that began in Binondo 
and ended in Sta. Cruz, Manila, 

The ceremony was attended by Interior 
Secretary Angelo Reyes, then Philippine Na- 
tional Police chief Hermogenes Ebdane and 
former National Capital Region Police Office 
Director Ricardo de Leon, 

The inclusion of three bemedalled police- 
men in the first batch of Taba cops surprised 
colleagues in the force, including Binondo po- 
lice head Supt. Frumento Villareal. 

"| did not recommend them for inclusion in 
the retraining,” Villareal said. “They are very 
good policemen and they performed well in 
the shootout last month. There is no reason 
for them to be sent to Subic.” 

He asked around why they were being sent for 
retraining and was told that it was likely com- 
plaints had been fled against them in the past 

Villareal said that after their act of bravery 
for which they were commended, the three 
operatives had redeemed themselves and 
need not be grouped with delinquent police- 
men. He said he would help appeal the case. 

Zapata, Iringan and Galpo have also filed , 
complaints to the Manila's Finest Brother- 
hood Association Inc. (МЕВАО, whose offi- 
cials promised to help them. Ч 

МЕВА! president SPO2 Antonio Emmanuel 
said that the aberrant inclusion ofbemedalled 
policemen among the Taba cops proved that 
the program needed reevaluation. 

"First the officials must review their criteria for 
choosing the Taba cops. Why include bemedalled 
policemen when the retraining is meant to change 
delinquent operatives?” he told the Ingumer in an 
interview. 

PNP chief Edgar Aglipay, author of the re- 
newed campaign against scalawags in uni- 
form, was only able to send 37 Taba cops to 
Subic yesterday, instead of his initial goal of 
100 officers. The rest were still completing 
standard requirements such as medical tests. 

Members of the initial batch were all from the 
five districts under the National Capital Region 
Police Office, he PNP region which Aglipay hopes 
totum into a model of police discipline for the rest 
of the 116,000.srong organization. With Chris- 
tian V Esguerra 


Correction 


IN YESTERDAY'S front-page story on the 
$1-billion borrowing of the national 
government, it was Finance Undersecre- 
tary Eric Recto and not Sen. Ralph Recto 
who disclosed to the Ingumen the details 
of the borrowing, 

Readers may send their requests for correc- 
tion of factual errors in writing to Gerry Lirio, 
city editor, Philippine Daily Inquirer, PDI 
Building, Chino Roces Avenue corner Mascar- 
do Street, Makati City; fax Nos, 897-4793/94, 
e-mail auddresses:girta@inquirercomtph and 
daydesk@inqurercom ph. 

‘Complaints about lack of fairness or objec. 
tivity may be sent to Raul Falabrica, readers" 
айуосше, the same address and fax numbers as 
those of the city editor und email ad- 
dress:rpalabrica@inquirer:com. ph, 
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RP seeks to allay Hanoi fears over Spratlys oil plans 


THE PHILIPPINES yesterday sought plan with China to map potential oil Islands, saying the move did not vio- 
to allay Vietnam's fears over a joint deposits around the disputed Spratly late a code of conduct signed by 
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claimants in 2002. 

The foreign ministry of Vietnam on 
Thursday lashed out at China and the 
Philippines, accusing them of bypassing 
other claimaitts in signing the agreement to 
Jointly explore the South China Sea for min- 
erals. 

Ik asked the two countries to provide infor- 
mation on the three-year plan, which was 
signed when President Macapagal-Arroyo vis- 
ited China last week. 

"This undertaking is based on the Conduct 
of Parties in the South China Sea. Anything 
that would be consistent with that earlier 
agreement, I believe, is something that could 
be considered,” presidential spokesperson Ig- 
nacio Bunye said. 

The code of conduct was signed by the 10- 
member Association of Southeast Asian Na- 
tions in 2002. Asean members Brunei, 
Malaysia, the Philippines and Vietnam as well 
as China and Taiwan claim the Spratlys in 
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part or whole. 

Achain of atolls and reefs, the Spratlys are 
believed to be atop vast mineral and oil re- 
serves, The islands are considered a flash- 
point in the region, with the claimants en- 
gaged in deadly clashes in the past. 

Bunye said Manila was willing to provide 
Hanoi with a copy of its agreement with Chi- 
na, stressing that the joint effort would only 
cover “seismic studies.” 

“This is all together different from actual 
joint exploration,” he said, 

Foreign Affairs Secretary Alberto Romulo 
early this week said Manila and Beijing 
would discuss the plan with other claimants 
of the Spratlys. 

He said there Бад been по objections 
from other claimants to the survey and 
called it a “step toward possible future dis- 
cussions between and among claimants on 
provisional ‘cooperative arrangements” in 
the disputed area. AFP 


HK man jailed 
for rape attempt 
on Filipino maid 


HONG. KONG—A 
Hong Kong bus driv. 
er who pleaded 
guilty to trying to 
rape his Filipi 
maid has been jailed 
for three years and 
nine months, a 
newspaper reported 
onFriday. 


The high court 
heard that Chan 
Lam-kin, 47, entered 
the bedroom of the 
28-year-old victimon 
Sept. 26, 2003. 

"I want you to be 
my wife. 1 want to 
make love to you,” 
the South China 
Morning Post quoted 
him as saying before 
| he attempted to rape 

the woman, who 
came to Hong Kong 
to work for Chan in 
July last year. She 
was not identified. 

Chan left the room 
after the attack and 
| the victim--who suf- 
| fered bruises on her 
neck, back and shoul-~ 


der as she struggled: 
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for help, according to 
the Post. Chan was 
later arrested and 
pleaded guilty to at- 
tempted rape. 

On Thursday, high 
court Judge Lawrence 
Loksentenced Chan to 
three years and nine 
months in prison, de- 
scribing his behavior 
as “beastly” and saying 
he had abused the vic- 
"imis trust in him. 

Department — of 
Justice spokesperson 
Patricia Mok said she 
had no immediate 
information about 
thecase. AP 
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Gov't eyes OFW tax 


From page Al 


tong said yesterday in an inter- 
view after meeting with heads of 
local government units. 

Amatong said the DOF was 
studying the proposal to restore 
the gross income tax on overseas 

ino workers, a possible alter- 
native in case Congress fails to 
pass the main revenue-enhance- 
ment measures proposed by the 
executive department to ease the 
budget deficit. 

‘The government is hoping to 
raise an additional P80 billion in 
annual revenue through the pas- 
sage of the following legislative 
proposals: P2 increase in the ex- 
cise tax on petroleum, raised tax- 
es on cigarettes and alcohol to 
keep pace with inflation, 
two-step increase in the val- 
ue-added tax, tax amnesty, shift 
from net to gross income taxa- 


tion, attrition system for govern- ` 


ment agencies, imposition of 
franchise tax on telecommunica- 
tion companies, and rationaliza- 
tion of fiscal incentives. 

“We don't know how many of 
our tax measures will be ap- 
proved, so we have to look for al- 
ternatives,” Amatong said. 

She quoted Philippine ambas- 
sadors as saying in initial discus- 
sions that OFWs had nothing 
against paying taxes—an indica- 
tion, she said, that the latter were 
willing to do their share to help 
address the fiscal problem. 


2-percent tax 

Filipinos working abroad, con- 
sidered modern-day heroes for 
remitting the much needed dol- 
lars to the country, used to pay a 
2-percent gross income tax be- 
fore the Comprehensive Tax Re- 


form Program was implemented 
in 1997. 

‘The amendments in the old tax 
law exempted them from paying 
taxes. 

 Amatong said фе DOF would 
look into how much revenues 
were generated from OFW taxes 
to estimate how much the gov- 
ernment could collect should the 
gross income tax be reimposed on 
them. 

She said the possible tax col- 
lection from OFWs could be sub- 
stantial for the government but 
not burdensome for them. 


Opposition expected 

She also said the DOF study 
would help detetmine whether it 
would adjust or retain the 2-per- 
cent tax rate if the plan is ulti 
mately implemented. 

While the proposal to reimpose 


taxes on OFWs is aimed'at help- 
ing the government solve the 
budget problem, it is expected:to 
elicit protest from cause-oriented 
groups representing Filipinos 
working abroad. 

‘These groups, including Mi- 
grante International, earlier ex- 
pressed opposition to suggestions 
that OFWsbe taxed. 

‘The budget deficit hit P199.9 
billion last year, and is targeted to 
be slightly reduced to P197.8 bil- 
lion by the end of this year. 

The Arroyo administration's 
revenue-enhancement measures 
are aimed at helping the govern- 
ment achieve a zero deficit by 
2009. 

The governments posting of 
budget deficits over the past 
years has forced it to undertake 
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huge debts, which hit P4.1 trillion PRESIDENT Arroyo is welcomed by Chinese leader Jiang Zemin during 
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the Filipino president's Beijing visit early this month. 


Wake-up call: We must do 
our homework with China 


FrompageAl 


the late Vice President and Foreign 
Secretary Salvador Laurel on the first 
visit of a high-ranking official of the 
Aquino government. It was agreed by 
both sides that the talking points be- 
tween Deng and Laurel would not in- 
clude the Spratlys. 

However, at the end of the talks 
between the two leaders, Deng first 
made a direct hit at the spittoon in 
front of him then turned to his inter- 
preter, who asked in English: “How 
about the Nansha (Spratly) Is- 
lands?” 

Vice President Laurel was taken 
aback. After a few minutes of consul- 
tation with his advisers he repli 
“We are not ready to talk about this is- 
sue since our government is so new. 
We want, however, to reiterate the 
Philippine claim to the Kalayaan Is- 
land Group in the Spratlys.” Deng re- 
minded his Filipino guest of China's 
historic claim to the Nansha Islands. 

Itis true that trade and tourism will 
open vast opportunities in our rela- 
tions with China, but we should be 
worried that Philippine governments 
have hardly made any progress in de- 
lineating the outer limits of the base- 
lines of our archipelago, from which 
will be measured the breadth of our 
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territorial sea, the contiguous zone, 
the exclusive economic zone (EEZ) 
and the continental shelf in accor- 
dance with the United Nations Con- 
vention on the Law of the Sea (Unc- 
los). 

Rodolfo Severino rightly said that 
one of the greatest diplomatic threats 
facing the Philippines today is the 
“uncertain extent of the Philippine 
territorial sea and exclusive economic 
zone.” This is ironic since the Philip- 
pine delegation to the Conference on 
the Law of the Sea championed in 
1956 the inclusion of the archipelagic 
principle in the Unclos and the bril- 
liant Sen. Arturo Tolentino, now 
dead, signed 22 years ago in 1982, 
the Unclos for the Philippines. 

Like it or not, the Unclos has now 
become the customary international 
lawfor maritime regimes of countries 
all over the world. New domestic leg- 
islation which complies with Unclos 
is.critically needed. Without an offi 


cial delineation of the extent of our. 
territorial sea and of our EEZ under 
the Unclos, we cannot know how far 
toenforce our laws. 

China occupied in:1995 Mischief 
Reef which sits within our EEZ and is 
135 miles west of Palawan. It claims 
the structures on Mischief Reef are 
only shelters for Chinese fishermen, 
and that they were built by the Peo- 
ple's Liberation Army and Navy with- 
out the approval of the top leader- 
ship. 

Despite an agreement on a Code of 
Conduct between the two countries, 
China has upgraded facilities, includ- 
ing surveillance technology and other 
sophisticated equipment so that Mis- 
chief Reef could become a potential 
naval base, The former secretary of 
national defense, Orlando Mercado, 
described the construction as part'ot 
the “creeping invasion” of China, a 
“creeping occupation," a “talk and 
take"technique. =. : 

Perhaps it is no accident that at the 
height of the confrontation between 
China and the Philippines, the peo- 
ple's republic quickly sent in 1998 to 
the Philippines awoman ambassador, 
Madam Fu Ying, a specialist in the 
South China Sea, fluent in English 
and charming. Somehow, Philippine 
resistance was blunted during her 
mission. 

Tes quite obvious that the purely 
diplomatic approach to the Spratlys, 
from a soft state like the Philippines, 
is not working. The Chinese have not 
dismantled their structures'on Mis- 
chief Reef. We must guard our mar- 
itime borders without blinking. But 
the ball is in our court; we have not 
done our work in relation to the Unc: 
Jos, Itis time to гой. up our sleeves. 
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, JI admits Jakarta blast 


From pageAl 
willing,” the statement said, while advising 
the Australian government to pull out of Iraq. 

It also said the Australian government had 
ignored previous warnings and taken part “in 
the war against our brothers in Iraq and sup- 
ported the invading forces.” 

“In the case of [the government] not com- 
plying with our demands, we will direct nu- 
merous painful blows, God willing, against 
them and the queue of car bombs will not 
stop. The list of martyrs is still full,” it said, 
adding that those who launched the 2002 Bali 
bombings were the same as those who at- 
tacked on Thursday. 


Suicide bomber 

In Jakarta, police yesterday said they be- 
lieved a suicide bomber was behind the at- 

tack, 

The theory emerged as Australian Foreign 
Minister Alexander Downer toured the scene 
of the explosion and forensic experts dis- 
patched by Canberra began sifting through 
blood-spattered wreckage outside the em- 
bassy. 

Suyitno Landung, Indonesia's top police 
detective, said witnesses had described how a 
car had driven up to the embassy and then ex- 
ploded, causing massive damage to the em- 
bossy perimeter and nearby buildings. 

“It stopped and exploded, so we think that 
the suspect was in the car when it exploded. 
‘There were stains of blood in the car,” Lan- 
dung told reporters. 

Landung said intelligence from earlier ar- 
rests on Indonesia's central Java island indi- 
cated that three fugitive Islamic militants 
linked to Malaysian bombmakers had been 
willing to volunteer for suicide attacks. 

‘Australian Federal Police Commissioner 
Mick Keelty, who accompanied Downer on his 
trip to Jakarta, said there were clear forensic 
links between the embassy blast and the ex- 
plosions at Bali and Jakarta's Marriott hotel 
Jast year. 

“There are fragments in the bomb outside 
the embassy that are similar with fragments 
that were found at the Marriott bombing. The 
modus operandi is very similar,” Keelty said, 
adding that chemicals used in the bomb were 
also identical. 


‘Miracle’ 

During his visit to the embassy, still littered 
with debris and a burnt out car, Downer paid 
tribute to the dead and said it was a “miracle” 
‘more had not died in the explosion, which he 
said was bigger than the Bali blasts. 

“Lam advised that the bomb used here was 
larger than the bomb used in Bali, but of 
course you cannot make comparisons, in the 
sense that a total of 202 people were killed in 
Bali,” he told reporters. 

“One of the things that we won't forget is 
that some Indonesians died in the protection 
of our embassy. It is appalling what has hap- 
pened to the embassy ... but my overwhelm- 
ing impression is that it is a miracle people 
survived,” he said, Downer later met with In- 
donesian President Megawati Sukarnoputri, 
who is also battling for reelection in polls 
scheduled for Sept. 20, as part of efforts in 
step up cooperation between the two coun- 
пуз police forces. 


Early warning 


Indonesian police are under scrutiny amid 


Separated twins 


From page Al 
boys as they returned to the 
Children’s Hospital at Monte- 
fiore for a routine scan to 
check on the wound from their 
operation and to-look for any 
signs of brain swelling or scar 
tissue. 

Marion said the boys have 
shown no neurological impai 
ments from the operation and vi- 
tal signs are fine. "The boys are 
stronger than ever and getting 
stronger, he said. 

Carl and Clarence arrived in 
separate strollers, their heads still 
heavily bandaged but no longer 
sporting the “Car” and 
“Clarence” labels they worein the 
first days after they were separat- 


overalls 


“Everybody knows them now,” 
said their mother, Arlene Aguirre, 
who brought them to New York 
from the Philippines « year ago, 


man Bill Davin said, “They've got- 
ten so much bigger” in their 10 
days away. 

Their mother and grandmoth- 
er, Evelyn Aguirre, showed them 
off, getting them to nuzzle each 
other and giggle. 

“Theyre playing together a 
lot,” their mother said. 

Some of the child-life special- 
ists at the Children’s Hospital 
then played with the twins in 
their strollers and on a mat. The 
boys, dressed identically in tan 

and 

stretched Slinkys as far as they 
could, batted around a barrel- 
shaped toy with their arms and 
legs and tried to put the halves of 
plastic eggs together. 
ed. Several times, 

rolled over and seemed to be try- 
ing to get to his hands and knees. 


Necks still weak 


claims they had been warned of the attack 
and had failed to do respond to alerts from 
Australia and the United States warning of 
further possible strikes. 

Howard said Indonesian police had re- 
ceived a message just an hour before the 
10:30 a.m. explosion warning that a Western 
embassy could be attacked if authorities did 
not release the jailed Abu Bakar Bashir, an el- 
derly Islamic cleric accused of guiding the Je- 
maah Islamiyah. 

Downer said the message was an SMS text 
sent toa police mobile phone. 

The message was not passed on to Aus- 
tralian Federal Police working with the In- 
donesians until nearly 6 p.m., Howard said. 

But he declined to blame Indonesian au- 
thorities for the delay in passing on the 
threat. 

‘The Jakarta Post newspaper echoed other 
press comments saying police “good work” in 
the wake of the Bali bombing had been un- 
done as “officers and intelligence agencies 
have somehow allowed their vigilance to 
slacken.” 

Both the United States and Australia last 
month issued warnings to their citizens in In- 
donesia warning them to avoid Western ho- 
tels and other “soft” targets. 

Howard said yesterday that new intelli 
gence reports on Wednesday indicated the 
threat had shifted from hotels to other tar- 
gets, but they did not specify what these 
mightbe. 


Beefed-up security 

In Manila, additional security forces have 
been dispatched to several diplomatic mis- 
sions but defense officials said there was no 
“specific threat” of an immediate terror attack 
in the Philippines. 

“There is no specific threat but it's better to 
beon heightened alert, especially with this in- 
cident, the bombing in Jakarta,” Defense Sec- 
retary Avelino Cruz said yesterday. 

Marine guards have bolstered security at 
the US, Japanese and Australian Embassies 
in Manila, while a tight watch has been 
placed over airports and harbors, which 
Cruz said was a favorite target of terror- 
ists. 

He said police and local government offi- 
cials had also been put on alert for incidents 
marking the third anniversary of the 9/11 ter- 
ror attacks in the United States. 

Press Secretary Ignacio Bunye, spokesper- 
son for President Macapagal-Arroyo, said the 
latest bombing in Jakarta underscored the 
need for more intelligence and information 
sharing in the region. 

“We may have continued to score big 
against terrorists, but the attack at the Aus- 
tralian Embassy in Indonesia's capital clearly 
indicates that the challenge is indeed far from 
over,” Bunye said. 

“There is a need to 
strengthen intelli- 
gence and informa- 
tion sharing across 
our regional neigh- 
borhood, and we will 
continue to pursue 
our efforts with a 
high level of vigi- 
lance and collective 
security” he said. Ве- 
ports from Inquirer 
wires 


striped shirts, 


Сай nearly 


Marion said both boys have 


Much better now 

She reported that the boys 
were "much better now because 
they're very active.” Looking rest- 
ed and peaceful, she said she was 
happy that “the biggest part is 
over and they're both fine.” 

The boys seem delighted to be 
back at Montefiore, where they 
were gradually separated in four 
major operations that climaxed 
with an incision through a shared 
section of brain on Aug. 4. 

They left Montefiore Aug. 30 
for Blythedale Children's Hospi 
tal in Valhalla, where theyre re- 
ceiving physical therapy, speech 
therapy and nutrition designed to 
catch them up to normal develop- 
ment. 

‘Their return prompted cries of 
“Let me see!” and "Where's my 
boyfriend?” from the nurses on 
the outpatient ward. Security 


shown 


wish.” 


“the 
stand and bear weight, but their 

neck muscles aren't yet strong 
enough to support their heads.” 
When they're carried, caregivers 
cradle them like infants to sup- 

port their heads. 

Marion said there is some con- 
сега about the twins’ reluctance 
to talk beyond a few favorite 
words, but he believes it's а com- 
bination of the lack of stimulation 
in their first year of life and “just 
being twins,” who are known to 
talk later than other children. 

He said both boys are now eat- 
ing by mouth and growing fast. 

“Irisa miracle," hesaid, warch- | 09 
ing the boys. “Its the first time | J] 
twins like this have survived neu- 
rologically intact, It’s like a fairy 
tale, where a mother searches for 
someone who can grant her 
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Јетаар 
Islamiyah 
at a glance 


• ALOOSE network of Islamic militants 
extending across Southeast its 
name means “Islamic Community.” 
Known to have various territorial divi- 
sions called “mantiqis” that cover 
Malaysia, Indonesia, Singapore, the 
Philippines and Australia. Intelligence 
officials say some operations have been 
financed by Osama bin Laden's Al-Qai- 
da. 

• Blamed for terror attacks in South- 
east Asia starting in 1999, including the 
Aug. 5, 2003, bombing of the JW Mar- 
по hotel in Jakarta, which killed 12 
people, and the Oct. 12, 2002, bombings 
on Bali that killed 202, mostly foreign 
tourists. Also accused of plotting to 
bomb Western embassies and a US naval 
facility in Singapore. Three dozen al- 
leged members were convicted in the 
Bali bombings and more than 12 in the 
Marriott bombing. 

© Wants to establish an Islamic state 
across Southeast Asia. Members also 
have claimed to be motivated by a desire 
to avenge what they call oppression of 
Muslims by the United States and its al- 
li 

‘© Leaders are mostly Indonesian na- 
tionals trained in Afghanistan and the 
Indonesian island of Maluku. Muslim 
cleric Abu Bakar Bashir is in jail pending 
charges that he leads the group and 
played a role in the Marriott bombing. 
Following the arrests of Hambali and 
other alleged senior operatives, Indone- 
sian officials say the group's leaders now 
include: Zulkarnaen, believed to have 
replaced Hambali as the group's opera- 
tions chief; Azahari bin Husin, a 
Malaysian academic and reputed тор 
bomb maker; alleged Malaysian bomb 
maker Noordin Mohammed Top; and 
Dulmatin, who allegedly played a key 
role in the Bali blasts. AP 
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WASHINGTON—US Secretary of State Colin Powell called 
atrocities in Sudan's Darfur region genocide and demand- 
éd a UN probe into the crisis, hastening moves toward 


sanctions on Khartoum. 


Powell told a Senate hearing that 
évidence compiled by the United 
States "concluded that genocide has 
been committed in Darfur and the. 
government of Sudan and the Jan- 
Jaweed bear responsibilty, and that 


The Sudanese government has 
been accused of arming and back- 
ing Arab militias, known as Jan- 
jaweed, which have rampaged 
through the western Darfur region. 

An estimated 50,000 people 


more uprooted in a campaign 
against black Africans, which be- 
gan in February 2003 ‘as an at- 
tempt to crush а rebel uprising. 
“The United States is appalled by 
the violence in Darfur, Sudan,” Pres- 
ident George W Bush said late, reit- 
erating his administration's finding 
that genocide had been committed. 
Powell said the United States 
had proposed a resolution to the 
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“full-blown and unfettered” inves- 
tigation to confirm genocide had 
been committed and possibly con- 
sider oil sanctions on Sudan. 

He said “the threat of sanctions 
is still out there, over them, par- 
ticularly on the sector that is of 
greatest concern to them.” 

Powell admitted an “overall reluc- 
tance” by the international commu- 
nity to impose sanctions amid worry 
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Union would back the United States. 

But the 15-nation UN Security 
Council emerged divided over the 
proposed US resolution. 

Russia, Pakistan and especially 
China voiced strong objections to 
the draft, which hangs the threat of 
sanctions over Sudan, diplomats 
who attended the session said. 

‘The resolution, like a similar 
measure passed July 30, demands 


Editor Luverne B. Gueco 


steps to end the 
international sanctions. 

Sudan denied there was geno- 
cide in Darfur and doubted moves 
to impose sanctions would succeed. 

“This is just another sort of pres- 
sùre brought against the govem- 
mentof Sudan by the United States 
and Westem governments,” Fi- 
nance Minister Ahmed Hassan al- 


genocide may sil be occurring." 


Bin Laden deputy says 
US forces near defeat 


have been killed and 1.4 million UN Security Council, asking for a they might fail, butsaid the European that Khartoum disarm and rein in Zubeir said. АЕР 


Thais suffer 
bird flu death; 
WHO worried 


in Iraq, Afghanistan 


CAIRO—Once again al-Qaida has 
taken the anniversary ofthe Sept. 
11 attacks as an opportunity to is- 
sue a rallying cali to its support- 
ers, with the terror network's No. 
2 leader proclaiming in a video- 
tape that the United States will be 
defeated in Iraq and Afghanistan. 

“The defeat of America in Iraq 
and Afghanistan has become a 
matter of time, with God's help,” 
‘Ayman al-Zawahri said on the 
tape, which was broadcast Thurs- 
day by the pan-Arab television 
station Al-Jazeera. “The Ameri- 
cans in both countries are be- 
tween two fires, if they continue 
they bleed to death and if they 
withdraw they lose everything.” 

A bearded al-Zawahri, wearing 
eyeglasses, a white turban and a 
black vest overa white shir, looked 
into the camera as he spoke. An as- 
sault weapon was propped against 
the wall behind him. 

US forces face fierce resis- 
tance in parts of Afghanistan 
and across Iraq, but military. 
commanders insist they main- 
tain the upper hand against in- 
surgents in both countries. 

Pakistani Army spokesperson 
Gen. Shaukat Sultan, whose forces 
staged an offensive against al-Qai- 
da and Taliban remnants in the 
border region with Afghanistan 
this week, said the tape was likely 
aimed at “boosting the morale of 
the terrorists who have suffered 
heavy casualties." 

Judging from reaction on web- 
sites known for militant Muslim 
comment, those who share al-Qai- 
да view of the United States as 
the enemy of Islam found reassur- 
ance in al-Zawahri's appearance. 

“God is great, how beautiful is 


WASHINGTON—As many as 100 "ghost 
detainees,” many more than originally 
revealed, were held secretly by US forces 
in Iraq, the army general leading an Abu 
Ghraib prison abuse probe told a con- 
gressional committee Thursday. 
“ Gen. Paul Kem told members of the Sen- 
ate armed services committee that investi- 
gators bad “found many repons... of people 
that were brought into the facilities and 
who were moved so that they could not be 
identified by the International Red Cross. 

“This is in violation of our policy, 
which requires us to register people so 
that it can be reported that they are be- 
ing held in detention,” he said. 

Kem said the Pentagon has commis- 


ARELATIVE ofa killed hostage stands among graves at a cemetery in the town of Beslan, 


Sept. 10. 


Sheik Ayman's face,” wrote a con- 
tributor to one of militant web- 
sites on Friday. "Thank God, who 
alleviated our worry, and pleased. 
the heart and showed us these 
bright faces, after we've been see- 
ing the faces of the oppressors 
and hypocrites, day and night." 

Other militant websites carried 
portions of Al-Jazeera's tape, pur- 
ported photographs of al-Za- 
wahri’s boss, Osama bin Laden, 
on the battlefield and of the 19 
Sept. 11 suicide hijackers with 
captions. declaring them "таг. 
туг” and “heroes of the battles of 
New York and Washington.” 

А previously unknown group 
calling itself “Supporters of al-Za- 
wahri" posted a Web statement Fri- 
day claiming to have kidnapped 
two Italian aid workers in Iraq, ac- 
cusing the Italian government of 
helping US soldiers abuse Над 
prisoners, and saying if the Italy 
"wants to know anymore about the 
condition of the abdueted women, 
it must pledge го release ай Muslim 
‘women held in Iraqi prisons. 

The authenticity of the claim 
could not be verified, but its ap- 
pearance a day after al-Zawahri's 
video aired demonstrates how 
militant thinkers try to use cur- 
rent events to draw attention to 
their cause 

Al-Jazeera continued to air the 
tape, which is had exclusively, Fri- 
day. lt had aired too late Thursday 
for newspapers in the Arab world 
to include in Friday's editions. 

Al-Qaida has issued an audio 
tape from bin Laden, in the two 
previous years on Sept. 10. In- 
telligence officials were work- 
ing to confirm the speaker was 
al-Zawahri. AP 


TWIN beams of light are displayed to form the “Tribute in Light” at the US Embassy in 
Montevideo, Uruguay, in honor of the third anniversary of the Sept. 11 terrorist attacks in 
New York, Sept. 9. 


100 ‘ghost detainees’ held by US in Iraq, says general 


BANGKOK—Thailand cleared the way Friday 
for the vaccination of 30 million fighting 


cocks 


after the kingdom's ninth bird flu death 


this year prompted World Health Organiza- 
tion warnings of more deaths to come. 
Komsan Fukhom, 18, from eastern Prachin 
Buri province died on Wednesday, becoming 
the 28th Asian fatality from the lethal strain 
of bird flu that swept the region in 2004. 
Komsan was stricken with the HSN1 form 


of the 


virus late last month after his 30 fight- 


ing cocks died, but initially refused hospital 
treatment, Thai officials said. He was eventu- 
ally admitted Saturday. 

A 16-year-old was placed under surveil- 
lance by health officials as he was close to the 
man who died and was known to have han- 
dled the fighting cocks. 

‘The WHO said Friday the man’s death was 
unlikely to be the last as the virus was endem- 
icin Asia. 

“Tragically, the broad picture is we think 
cases will continue to pop up in humans as 
well as, of course, in poultry,” Peter Cording- 
ley, spokesperson for the WHO's Western Pa- 
cific Office in Manila, said. 


“Th 


virus is still there and we don’t think any 


real progress has been made in fully eradicating 
it.” said Cordingley, who added that fighting 
cock handlers were particularly at risk because 
training the birds required extensive handlin 
‘There are an estimated 30 million fighting 
cocks owned by six million households across 
the kingdom, according to the Thai Cockfight- 
_ ing Association. 
Thai Prime Minister Thaksin Shinawatra 
said Friday the government would allow 
them to be vaccinated but not poultry to en- 


surea 
“th 


ban was not slapped on exports. 
ave instructed officials to... use the vac- 


cine for fighting cocks, but for poultry itis ab- 

solutely forbidden,” Thaksin told reporters. 
Thailand—the world's fourth largest poul- 

try exporter—had until Friday ruled out using 


vaccines as a way of fighting its outbreak de- 
spite advice бот the United Nations that 
countries should consider inoculating birds. 


^ Тһе UN's Food and Agriculture Organization 
declared in July it was backing broader use of 


vaccinations, which would guarantee an import 
ban by the European Union—a key export mar- 
ket for Thailand. The EU has already blocked 


sioned two probes—by the Department of 
Defense inspecior general and the CIA in- 
зрелог general—into the illegal practice, 
Which he described as “perhaps one of the 
more troubling pieces of our investigation." 

As recently as several weeks ago, the 
team of investigators had estimated 
that US forces hid just eight ghost de- 
tainees from the International Commi 
tee of the Red Cross in violation of the 
Geneva Conventions. 

While Kem said officials now believe 
that perhaps as many as 100 secret de- 
tainees had been held, another Pentagon 
investigator, Maj. Gen. George Fay, said he 
believed the number to be somewhat lower, 
“maybe two dozen or so—maybe more.” 


Kem and Fay said the Pentagon is seek- 
ing more concrete figures from the Cen- 
tral Intelligence Agency, which played a 
key role in many of the interrogations at 
the prison, to determine exactly how 
many inmates were secretly held. 

Kern made his remarks as the Armed 
Services Committee heard testimony 
into failures of oversight that allowed 
the scandal to occur. 

‘The nonprofit group Human Rights 
Watch denounced the hidden imprison- 
men 

“Secret detention is the gateway to 
torture,” Reed Brody, legal counsel for 
the New York-based organization, said 
inastatement. 


“History shows that when people are 
taken off the books, that is when they 
are most vulnerable то all kinds of 
abuso, including mistreatment, torture. 
and even disappearance.” 

‘The chair of the Senate committee, 
Republican John Warner of Virgini 
said at the hearing that more than 300 
allegations of abuse of prisoners in Iraq 
and Afghanistan have been made го 
date, and that 66 allegations of abuse 
have been substantiated at Abu Ghraib. 

The prison abuse scandal became a 
cause cclebre in April, after several 
now-notorious photographs depicting 
the abuse at Abu Ghraib were published 
around the world. АЕР 


imports of Thai poultry until at least December. 

‘Atransport ban and fighting cock “passports” 
were among measures introduced by Thailand 
to try 10 prevent the birds spreading disease 
while being taken across the country for fights. 
‘The finest specimens are worth 500,000 baht 
($12,000) cach and fights are well-attended 
and attract large sums in wagers. 

Thailand, Vietnam, Indonesia, China and 
Malaysia have all reported bird flu outbreaks 
since July after an earlier crisis this year left 
eight dead in Thailand and 16 in Vietnam and 
crippled poultry industries. 

Viemam late last month confirmed that three 
more people had died from the disease—bring- 
ing its toll to 19—more than four months after 
declaring that bird lu had been contained. AFP 


“ Young Russian hostage survivors need 


By Henry Meyer 


VLADIKAVKAZ, Russia—When an Or- 
thodox priest came to visit Tsarina, 14, 
with words of comfort and a small cross 
to put around her neck, she recoiled at 
thesight of his bushy black beard. 

“I got frightened that he was a ter- 
rorist,” says the teenager, who sur- 
vived the Beslan school siege together 
with her 10-year-old sister Rosita. 

"The first night after she was brought 
to hospital, Tsarina had a nightmare 
that she was back inside the school 
with the hundreds of other hostages 
and masked gun-toting gunmen. 

А week after the siege ended in a 
massacre with the deaths of more 
than 330 adults and children, she is 
still frightened sleeping at night and 
has a panic feeling that firing could 
erupt any time. 

Hundreds of child survivors from 
the 1.200 hostages wall need months 


if not years of psychological counsel- 
ing to overcome the mental scars of 
the trauma inflicted by the bloody 
hostage drama, say doctors, 

“They will stand apart their whole 
lives, as long as they continue to re- 
member it. What they saw was the stuff 
of one's worst nightmares,” says Lyud- 
milla Kaitukova, a psychologist who is 
leading efforts to help the victims. 

In the first few hours after the chil- 
dren rushed out of the school through 
a hail of gunfire, half-naked and 
smeared in blood, they were ina pro- 
found state of shock, many of them 
crying uncontrollably. 

"Those who were transported to the 
main children's hospital in this southern 
Russian city finally calmed down afier 
being administered sedatives, but they 
slept uneasily with their eyes open, 

Staff left them toys, plasticine and 
drawing materials to encourage the chil- 
dren toespress then tevlings ot honor 


1 lengthy counseling to overcome trauma 


One 16-year-old recounted how he 
had tried to save a 7-year-old girl by 
dragging her along with himas he es- 
caped, but her hand came off from 
her body, which had been severed by 
alaunch-grenade. 

Children who went straight home 
because they were not injured are just 
as traumatized, according to the ре- 
diatric psychologists who have been 
to visit them. 

For those aged up to 11 or 12 years, 
who were separated from their parents 
for three days during their ordeal, all 
they want now isto be held by the hand. 

Many will not let their parents get 
ош of eyesight, are afraid to go to the 
toilet, suffer from headaches and bad 
moods and sleep fitfully. Deprived of 
water when they were held in the sti- 
fling hot and crowded gym, they carry 
water bottles everywhere with them. 

“The worst affected are those who lost 
oncofthei patents ога Уй ор AFP 
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Blackest hole 


HY is the government seerhingly powerless in con- 
Wes the runaway fiscal deficit? Easily a major 


reason is the National Power Corp. It has a total 
‘debt of P1.4 trillion. That is over 30 percent of the national 
government debt of P3.3 trillion. Its losses this year are ex- 
pected to reach P115 billion—already two-thirds of the to- 
net losses that all 49 government-owned and -con- 
trolled corporations (GOCCs) are ex- 
pected to incur this year. In short, Napoc- 
oris the mother ofall bleeding GOCCs! It 
is the chief millstone around the neck of the nation. 

"But oh, the Arroyo administration wants to tighten the 

iillstone around the people further, making it even heav- 
ier. It wants taxpayers to shoulder the P20 billion in addi- 
tional subsidy to GOCCs under the proposed 2005 bud- 
get. This does not include the interest payment of Napoc- 
ог debt: P36.7 billion this year. А lawmaker has called 
‘Napocor’s fantastic debt as the "black hole” in the govern- 
ment's finances. 

‘How has it come to this? Since the Marcos dictatorship, 
especially with the construction of the Bataan Nuclear 
Power Plant, Napocor has been bleeding. Its financial 
problems have been inextricably linked with the govern- 
ment’s fiscal and debt woes. From 1981 to 1986, it is said 
that Napocor accounted for 46 percent of the deficits of 
all ће GOCCs. Since the 1990s, the losses have continued 
to grow—from P4 billion in 1998 to P13 billion in 2000 to 
P34 billion in 2003. 
= The nuclear plant has been the single biggest cause of 
Napocor's losses. It was built at a staggering $1.2 billion 
during its time. But it has not produced a single watt of elec- 
“tricity because it was built on a fault line and is defective. 

“Nevertheless, the Aquino administration chose to honor 
the debt incurred by the Marcos kleptocracy in building the 
plant. Thus, the nation ensured the security of the US credi- 
tors who made possible the loan to build a nuclear plant on 
а fault line by Westinghouse, which couldn't care less if it 
was building a dangerous plant as long as it got the juicy, 
giaft-ridden contract. When the Aquino administration 
‘chose the legal way to remedy the onerous contract, it lost 
in the US courts, which, of course, chose to protect US inter- 
‘ests. 
"Now, Westinghouse has been paid many times over, as 
Well as the US banks that loaned an American-cornered 
project. The close Marcos associate who brokered the deal 
has gotten away with murder, and the government is pay- 
“ing for an onerous and oppressive debt that threatens to 
‘foreclose the republic, 

.When the power crisis struck in the early 1990s, the 
Ramos administration hastily approved deals with the inde- 
pendent power purchasers (IPP). In so doing, he guaran- 
‘teed the profits of the IPPs even if the normal business risks 
‘Such as the currency devaluation and fuel price increases 
‘were absorbed by Napocor. According to a paper prepared 
by Maitet Diokno-Pascual of the Institute of Popular Democ- 
racy, President Arroyo made matters worse when in 2002, 
in response to consumer protests against the purchased 
power adjustments (PPA) that benefit the IPPs, she imposed 
а cap on what Napocor could recover from consumers for 
the contracts with the IPPs. She reduced the PPA charge 
from P1.25 kilowatt hour down to 40 centavos and also cut 
‘Napocor’ revenues by 85 centavos рег kWh. She ordered a 
‘review of the contracts but all that her team could renegoti- 
‘ate with the IPPs were savings of 9 centavos per kWh. 
‘Whether or not the committee she assigned intentionally 
‘bungled the negotiations, we don’t know. What we know is 
‘that Napocor’s losses ballooned from P4 billion in 2001 to 
‘P34 billion a year later. 

i Worse, the government allowed Meralco to buy power 
‘from the IPPs, some of them Meralco's own, violating the 
power distributors contract to buy power from Napocor. 

‘Thus, while the government ensures the profitability of the 
JIPPs, it cannot seem to ensure the profitability of Napocor: It 
‘cannot even ensure that power distributors honor their con- 
‘tracts with Napocor. Wittingly or unwittingly, the govern- 
ment itself may be bleeding—and killing—its own firm. 

What picture do we see here? Napocor's massive debt 
problem and the government's own fiscal woes have been 
created by a combination of mismanagement, corruption 
and lack of transparency and accountability. Napocor is a 
classic case of rent-seeking, influence-peddling, and corrup- 
‘tion, abetted by governments penchant for hiding the books, 
eyading the issue, and not consulting the public, who ulti- 
mately would have to bear with the depredations of the cor- 
„ript in and out of government. Napocor is not only the 
blackest hole, it is also the dirtiest hole. 
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The American presidents 


AS has become habitual with him, my son 
Caloy brought me another book he knew 
‘would interest me. It's “The History of the 
American Presidency,” a new work by John 
Bowman that immediately appealed to me be- 
cause 1 was born and grew up during the US 
administration of our country although Г am 
not at all an Amboy. Its the size of a coffee- 
table book and beautifully printed in China 
with color portraits and reproductions of some 
popular paintings. Its most important parts 
are, of course, the articles about the 42 presi- 
dents of the United States from George Wash- 
ington to George W. Bush. The length of each 
article depends on the importance of the sub- 
ject. 

T finished reading the book and looking at 
the pictures in one sitting. learned a lot about 
the men who have occupied, deservedly or not, 
what is now the most powerful office in the 
world. For example, not many people, includ- 
ing the Americans themselves, hardly knew 
Harry S. Truman when he became president 
upon the death of the popular Franklin D. Roo- 
sevelt, who was elected all of four times, the 
only one who holds that record. Yet Truman is 
now rated as one of the great presidents al- 
though, and this is another supposed short- 
coming, he was not an intellectual like 
Woodrow Wilson or at least entered college, 
even a third-rate one, like Richard Nixon. 

In fact, there were presidents who did not 
receive little or no formal schooling and yet re- 
ceived the trust of the American electorate. 
Among them were George Washington and 
Abraham Lincoln, the foremost US heroes 
whose faces are immortalized in granite in that 
famous sculpture at Mount Rushmore. Wash- 
ington stopped going to school when he was 
15, and Lincoln attended school for less than a 
year. But as president, Washington had as ad- 
visers the erudite Thomas Jefferson and John 
‘Adams, who also both became president, and 
Alexander Hamilton, the learned leader of the 


Time for Congress to buckle 4 


THE FISCAL situation is even worse than we 
originally thought, if one is to believe Rep. 
Joey Salceda, who has written a paper, entitled 
“Dimensions of the Philippine Fiscal Crisis: A 
Roadmap to Fiscal Rehabilitation.” Very simi- 
lar to the “Deepening Crisis" paper prepared 
by 11 UP School of Economics faculty mem- 
bers, even using the same quotation as a caveat 
Са thousand needles on thyself before a single 


‘One important detail not mentioned in the 
UP paper is of particular urgency: that in 2005 
(that's next year—only three months away) 
there will be а bunching up of maturing loans 
that will push debt service requirements of the 
national government to P687 billion. With a 
revenue target of P730 billion, that would 
leave only P43 billion for government opera- 
tions unless those requirements are refi- 
nanced. 

Of that P687 billion, the foreign component 
will amount to 54.5 billion, which represents 
150 percent of the amount of foreign funds 
that the government needed to raise annually 
from 2001 to 2003. 

Put yourself in the shoes of our foreign cred- 
itors. Do you think they will roll over that kind 
of debt on the strength of the usual promises? 
No, says Salceda. They would demand not only 
substantial improvements in the deficit pic- 
ture, but also that these improvements be firm 
(ie. legislated) and forthcoming, 

We all know what will happen if they are not 
convinced. Ar best, it will mean an increase in 
the interest rates they are charging us (we are 
already paying a premium of 440 basis points 
or 4.4 percentage points over the base rate, 
compared to Thailand at 97 basis points), with 
every percentage point increase representing 
an additional P19 billion in debt service cost, 
based on the government's $35-billion debt 
(the total public debt is $57 billion). At worst, 
the foreign creditors may stop lending com- 
pletely, In which case, our expected two- to 
three-year window will have been closed, and 
the fiscal bomb will explode 


SEPARATE 
OPINION 


Isagani A. Cruz 


Federalists. Lincoln, by self-study, became a 
lawyer; he was one of the wisest statesmen 
among his peers and saved the Union during 
the Civil War. His excellent English has not 
been equaled by other presidents before or af- 
terhim. 

Besides Washington, several other generals 
followed him to the presidency, namely, 
Ulysses S. Grant, William Henry Harrison, 
Zachary Taylor, Rutherford Hayes, James 
Garfield, Chester Arthur, and Dwight Eisen- 
hower. None of them was known for scholastic 
distinction although Eisenhower was presi- 
dent of Columbia University before he became 
president of the United States. Jackson was al- 
soa lawyer like Martin Van Buren, Millard Fill- 
more and Grover Cleveland. He introduced the 
spoils system in American politics besides vul- 
garizing his high office, which was occupied 
before by the aristocrats and intellectuals from 
Virginia. 

‘Most of the 42 presidents graduated from 
college. The others stopped formal studies at a 
young age or started it late in life, among 
them, in addition to Washington and Lincoln, 
Jackson, Van Buren, Taylor, Fillmore, Andrew 
Johnson, Cleveland, and Truman. 

Those who were denied a second term are 
‘Adams, his son John Quincy, Van Buren, Tyler, 
Polk, Fillmore, Pierce, Buchanan, Andrew 
Johnson, Hayes, Arthur, Benjamin Harrison, 
Taft, Hoover, Ford, Carter, and Bush Sr 
Garfield, McKinley, and Kennedy were assassi- 
nated, while Harding and William Harrison 
died in office of natural causes. As initially con- 


GET REAL 


Solita Collas- 
Monsod 


Time's a-wasting, folks. The discussions 
now going on, particularly in the Senate, 
evoke mental pictures of Nero fiddling while 
Rome burned. Some of our lawmakers seem to 
be more concerned about pointing the finger 
of blame away from themselves (who exempt- 
ed lawyers and doctors from VAT, pray tell2), 
ог cutting some recommended measures го 
bits without coming up with better alterna- 
tives, instead of legislating much-needed sub- 
stantive, timely and firm measures that will re- 
assure our creditors (and investors). 

Just imagine, for example, how the latter 
would react if it was the whole Senate, rather 
than just the Fabulous Four (Drilon, Flavier, 
Lacson, Roxas) who immediately forswore 
their P200-million pork barrel. Or, how about 
the much delayed indexation of sin taxes being 
passed into law within the month? All they 
have to do, after all, is dust off the old bill 
which the last Congress didn't pass. 

Unfortunately, even if we managed to avoid 
creditor fatigue in 2005, or any other potential 
disaster around the corner, it seems that by 
2007, without hikes in contributions, the So- 
cial Security System is expected to run up cash 
flow deficits for the first time, and the govern- 
ment will have to come to the rescue (in the 
same way that it has forked over the retire- 
ment benefits for the members of the military 
and the police whose funds were wasted away 
bythe 1585). 

Joey may be overdramatizing when he 
quotes a World Bank study that estimates the 
implicit public debtor the actuarial reserve 
deficiency) of the SSS at P1.4 trillion and the 
GSIS at PO.4 trillion, for a combined P1.8 tril- 
lion contingent liability. But not by much. As 


stitutional successors, Coolidge, Truman and 
Lyndon Johnson later won presidential elec- 
tion in their own right but all three declined re- 
election. 

Only two of the presidents have been im- 
peached--Andrew Johnson, who escaped con- 
viction by one vote, and Clinton, who was ac- 
quitted. Nixon avoided impeachment and al- 
most certain removal because of the Watergate 
scandal; he chose to resign, the only president 
in American history to do so. Warren Harding 
was generally disfavored for his incompetence 
that he himself admitted. His term was marred 
by the Teapot Dome scandal involving some of 
his top cronies and members of his Cabinet, 
and he died under suspicious circumstances at 
the height of the exposé. 

‘Among the least controversial presidents 
were Eisenhower, who served during “the era 
of good feelings” after World War I and 
Ronald Reagan, the former actor who was also 
reelected with the highest electoral vote so far. 
John E Kennedy was popular because of his 
style and charisma, as well as his beautiful 

irst Lady, the enchanting Jackie, His worst 
embarrassment was the Bay of Pigs fiasco and 
his most notable achievement was his con- 
frontation with Khrushchev during the Cuban 
missile crisis. 

History has yet to give its verdict on current 
President George W. Bush, who is now running 
for another term. He got a dubious victory over 
Al Gore in 2001 who won the popular vote but 
lost the electoral vote in Florida where Dubya's 
brother was the governor. Bush launched that 
unpopular invasion of Iraq which he is now 
hard put to explain to the American voters. 

The book offers the longest articles to Wash- 
ington, Jefferson, Lincoln, Grant, Theodore 
Roosevelt, Wilson, Franklin Roosevelt, Tru- 
man, Eisenhower, Kennedy, Lyndon Johnson, 
and Nixon, obviously because of their achieve- 
ments, and George W. Bush, probably as a 
‘courtesy to the incumbent. 


own to work 


the UP paper pointed ош, the Philippine expe- 
rience shows that these liabilities have a ten- 
dency to find their way into government 
books. In that case, the existing public debt 
stock of P5.39 trillion might balloon to P8.4 
trillion by 2007. 

But, as with the Fabulous Four's forswear- 
ing pork, there are other silver linings in the 
form of concrete actions. One was the rate 
increase granted to the National Power Corp. 
by the Energy Regulatory Commission last 
week, to the sound of screams and protests. 
It will be remembered that rate increases for 
government corporations, and their depoliti 
cization, was one of the measures recom- 
mended by the UP economists. Salceda is in 
total agreement. With assumed liabilities of 
government corporations and off-budget 
outlays accounting for 37 percent of the in- 
crease in government debt between 1997 
and 2003, and with the Napocor accounting 
for the largest losses and the largest debts, it 
is only logical that the government firm 
would bea primary focus. 

А couple of Salceda's lurid details about the 
Napocor: the 40-centavo cap mandated by 
President Macapagal-Arroyo оп Napocor 
charges cost the government over P37 billion 
(official estimates by PSALM are P16 billion). 
‘The all-in per unit cost of production of the 
Napocor is P4.31 per kWh, and until the rate 
increase last week, it was charging P2.58 (no 
wonder it loses P116 billion a year). 

Salceda points out an important benefit 
from the move: “...the bigger positive impact 
ofthe tariff adjustment is that it rectifies one of 
the most egregious anomalies in the history of 
Philippine social policy. The P116 billion year- 
ly financial support of the government to the 
Napocor represents the biggest public subsidy 
tothe rich in our fiscal history.” 

By the way, Salceda also told me that 
Congress has already accepted a 50-percent 
сш in the pork barrel, as reflected in the bud- 
get. IF true, it gives the strongest signal so far 
that Congress means business. And about 
time, too. 
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Senate shou 


THE SENATE doubtless means well when it wants 
to investigate the financial statements of the gov- 
emmentowned and controlled corporations 
(GOCCs), including their salary scales and perks 
and their loans contracted with government guar- 
antees, Senators Joker Arroyo and Manuel Villar 
want especially the Napocor investigated. This 
may be in order, considering the behavior and 
state of some of these GOCCs, which have tempted 
lawmakers to suggest that they be privatized. 

But there is also the danger that the Senate 
could get carried away by all its investigations, di- 
verting its attention from the bigger problem at 
hand: finding a solution to the fiscal crisis. Let's re- 
form the GOCCs by ll means, and punish the prof- 
ligate spenders, but let's pass the needed tax mea- 
sures first in order to alleviate the fiscal crisis, 

In addition to the senators’ investigating the 
GOCCs, Sen. Miriam Santiago is on a separate 
blitz. She questions the administration's old 
decision to send troops to Iraq, on top of the 
Reghis Romero-Fidel Ramos connection in the 
Smokey Mountain issue (why did she open 
this issue only now, when the logical time was 
during the Erap administration, of which she 
was very much a part?). Sen. Juan Ponce En- 
rile wants to look at the energy situation while 
Sen. Rodolfo Biazon wants the RSBS mess 
reinvestigated. Some senators are also train- 
ing their guns on a small savings bank. Is any 
one of them thinking of the fiseal crisis 

Thad a brief conversation recently with Philip- 
pine Stock Exchange director and former Allied 
Bank president Peter Favila, and he revealed that 
‘monetary authorities recently opened a "tap-up" fa- 
cility of Republic of the Philippines bonds amount- 
ing to $750 million, and are currently receiving ог- 
ders. What surprised them was that orders amount- 
ing to $3 billion have already been received from 
the global market and more seems to be coming! 

What did the trick? I asked Favila. He said it 
was when this country faced up to the reality that 
ithasa problem with its budget deficit. "That sent 
a very good signal abroad,” he said. 
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POLITICAL 
Товт5 T 


Belinda 
Olivares-Cunanan 


‘Accepting the “reality,” however, is not enough. 
(usce ИВА Јо 
to raise added revenues and the Senate and the 
House have to get their act together. Not too long 
ago, a respected foreign publication deplored the 
way our Congress kept debating the fiscal prob- 
lem—e.g., is there a at all and who's to 
blame--when it should be looking for solutions. 
Foreign investors are watching what it will do. 

The situation in the Senate reminds a side- 
walk philosopher of a patient rushed to the 
emergency room with his blood pressure 
plunging, complaining of chest pains and 
coughing up blood. After a cursory examina- 
tion, the doctors became engrossed in analyz- 
ing what caused his sickness, asking him inter- 
minable questions about it. Pretty soon, they 
were arguing about which factors to blame for 
the patient’s condition. All the time he lay 
there unattended and ready to collapse. 

Undersecretary Edgardo Manda, former Naia 
manager, wrote that “it is with a deep sense of 
shock and disappointment” that he seeks to en- 
lighten this column and dispel the “delusion and 
disinformation” being fed by his critics. He was 
referring to an item here deploring the terrible 
state of Naia' toilets. Manda stressed that con- 
trary to reports cited here that repair of each toi- 
let would cost P16 million each, it would cost on- 
ly P900,000 each. He also said that while he has 
never been against the modernization of all Naia 
terminals, including the mothballed Naia 3, he 
was always against the 42 major defects in the 
latter “which Piatco miserably failed to address.” 
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Id give priority to tax measures 


Just two comments. If the repair of the toilets 
cost only P900,000 each, why wasn't this done? 
Judging from the drawn-out controversy involving 
Naia 3, Naia 1 will remain the premier airport, so its 
toilets have to be fixed, no ifs, ands or buts about it 
‘There is simply no excuse for having dirty toilets. As 
for Naia 3's defects, how come these were detected 
only when it was about to be opened? 

Erda corner: After I wrote that seven Erda 
Tech students remained unsponsored, a Fil- 
ipino-Chinese businessman came to Erda to do- 
nate P50,000 (to cover the scholarship for two 
students), followed by a lady with a check for 
one student. From across the seas, my two 
nieces, Louise and Elaine Olivares, daughters of 
my brother Roger Olivares and his wife Helen 
Lauder, wrote to say they were raising funds for 
one student. Dr. Roberta Carreon Romero also 
senta check for one student. Thank you all. 

wrote the profiles of four students, and here's 
а write-up about the last three, two of whom are 
still without sponsors. Kim Nicole Lauz, 14 and a 
is the eldest of four children ofa cou- 
that works as store helpers, earning a com- 
ined income of P3,000 monthly. They live with 
relatives near the school in Sta. Ana, Manila. Kim 
realizes that at Erda Tech is his best 
chance to improve his family's Ме, so he plans to 
specialize in automotive servicing. 

‘Another sophomore is Jerica Ester Reon- 

13, the youngest of five children of a 
widow doing laundry jobs. Jerica's older 
brothers and sisters are able to help a little. 
‘The family also receives a monthly pension of 
P1,000 from the GSIS. But all this is not 
enough. She wants to specialize in у= mer 
‘education one of the training courses 
atErda Tech. 

Ken Lorie Devera, 13, also a second-year 
student, is one of five children of a widow who 
tries to make aliving by helping out irregularly 
at a canteen and accepting laundry jobs. They 
live with relatives. He wants to finish his train- 
ing course so he can help his mother. 

Call Erda Tech at 564-2608 or 564-1774. 


Why boys behave badly 


PRESSURED into joining a “truth-or-dare” kissing 
game, a 13-year-old expressed regrets about the 
experience, saying: "It was a big rip-off, a disap- 
pointment because it really didn't mean anything. 
Ina way thats just like being rude to myself.” 

Is the regretful early teen a sheltered Pinay 
colegiala, who knows nextto nothing about sex or 
relationships? Actually, the speaker is a 13-year- 
old boy in the United States, interviewed as part 
‘of a six-year study on adolescent sexuality con- 
ducted by Deborah Tolman, director of the Center 
for Research on Gender and Sexuality at the San 
Francisco State University. 

The study’s main findings, discussed in this 
space yesterday, were contained in an article by 
‘Andrea Kott published in the Summer 2004 issue 
of “Ford Foundation Report.” Tolman's study was 
funded by the Ford Foundation. 

‘Working from findings of an earlier research 
project on teenage girls’ sexual behavior, Tolman 
decided to broaden this study to investigate “con- 
ventional expectations of masculinity and how 
they affect both adolescent male and female sexu- 
ality" She interviewed 244 boys and girls in a city 
in the northeastem part of the US, drawing her 
main conclusions from in-depth interviews with 25 
boys, ages 13 to 15, whom she followed at two- 
year intervals from the 8th to 12th grades (findings 
from the later interviews were not yet available). 

‘The interviews with the young men yielded not 

a few surprises for Tolman, who said she was "par- 
ticularly surprised by the discomfort, even shame, 
some boys said they felt after having a superficial 
physical or sexual relationship with a girl.” 
MOST of the boys, the study found, “lamented 
the constant pressure to demonstrate their 
masculinity and heterosexuality while mask- 
ing any hint of sensitivity or emotion.” 

Tolman says the relentless pressure often 
drives boys into what she calls a “quicksand of 

ractices” to prove “they want and are prowl- 
ing for sex.” For many, this takes the form of 
having a girlfriend, for as one 14-year-old said, 
it shows people "that you are macho or more of 
aman,” Others take ita step further and engage 


At LARGE 
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in publi displays of sexuality like kissing their 
girlfriend in public. James, 14, said that when 
he did that, his friends exclaimed: “We saw you 
kissing. You're the man!” 

А common response to such peer pressure, 
Tolman found, was “to be aggressive toward 
girls." Boo, 13, was just one of several boys who 
Sa id that “being masculine meant controlling 
their relationship with a girl.” Added Boo: 
“Like, they tell her what to do, or how to dress 
or like who she can hang around with.” At the 
same time, boys are not supposed to display any 
‘emotion or weakness. "They're not supposed 
be sensitive or... ^ 

The big fear is that by showing weakness, a 
boy would be labeled gay. "Acting aggressively: 
or even violently toward girls is their way of 
combating that risk,” said Tolman. 
AGGRESSIVE, even abusive behavior on the boys’ 
part triggers corresponding "protective" behavior 
in adolescent girls, Tolman found. 

The girls "armor" themselves by mistrusting boys 
and maintaining emotional distance. For instance, 
some girls break up with boys prematurely in antic- 
ipation of being pressured for sex. One 13-year-old 
girl warns boys, *...you can go out with me (but) 
you have to realize that you're not going to have sex 
with me. The kissing is going to be done whether 1 
like it, and if I don't like, well then it’s off.” 

This may sound reassuringly like the classic 
pattern of behavior our parents (and their par- 
ents) instilled in us while we were growing up, 
“communicating a sense of power and control,” 
says Tolman, but she notes “a more subtle dy- 
namic.” The girl's stance, she explains, "leaves lit- 


tle room forher own feelings, and she may end up 
thwarting a boys attempt to establish a genuine 
emotional connection.” 

‘Tolman told Kott she hopes her research “will 
encourage parents, community leaders and edu- 
cators to counter the negative aspects of conven- 
tional notions of masculinity and femininity.” 

"Tolman has also worked with MTV to develop a 
short series called “Busting the Double Standard” 
that examines gender stereotypes and imparts | 
formation on sexual health. Promoting more eq 
table perspectives will, she believes, “help adoles- 
cents develop the confidence to make healthy 
choices about sexuality and to form relationships 


based on trust, sensitivity and respect 
TM SURE Filipino parents, readirig the results 
of Tolman's study, would be shocked by—or 
skeptical of—the young respondents’ state- 
ments. This is the US, after all, a country whose 
people, but especially young people, many Fil- 
ipinos believe are more liberal in their attitudes 
toward sex and more sexually promiscuous. 

But I would bet that if a similar study were 
conducted here, much the same findings 
would emerge. The search for identity and in- 
timacy during adolescence is universal, as is 
the anxiety to conform and to be accepted and 
to be liked. If anything, the pressure to assert 
one's “macho-hood” by disrespecting women 
is even more intense here. 

Perhaps more than “Just say no” messages, 
we should be sending out “counter-messages” 
on what it really means to be a man and a 
woman to our young people. What messages 
do they currently receive from their parents, 
elders, teachers, friends and the media? What 
sort of male and female role models are avail- 
able to them in their families, schools, govern- 
ment and in movies, TV shows, soap operas, 
and even music videos? 

Are we doing enough not just to protect 
young people from risky sexual behavior, but 
‘also to educate them about healthy sexuality? 
Just saying “no” won't do these days, and пер. 
ther would wearing a scapular. 


Visayas in the 18th century 


SOME 120 years ago, the only intendente in the 
Visayan Islands was Р. Pedro Vertiz who was 
based in Cebu. Through the Secretary of State, Sr. 
D.E Antonio Valdes (complete title: Secretario de 
Estado у del Despacho Universal de Guerra, Com- 
ercio y Navegacion de Indias, Excmo. Sr. D.), he 
sent Carlos III a report оп the state of the Visayas, 
dated Dec. 31, 1788. 

The Visayans, even before the coming of the 
Spaniards, had endured great oppressions from 
constant attacks by Moro pirates from Mindanao 
and Jolo. People lived in constant fear of an as- 
sault. The dread of these pirate raids moved 
many to seek refuge in the mountains far from 
the coasts, living like savages, abandoning their 
houses and their fields. In the process, the gov- 
ernment lost tributes and heaven many souls 
since they forgot the true religion, 

Starting in 1752, the Moros of Mindanao and 
Jolo joined forces and flooded the archipelago 
with their armadas. Catching the Visayans off 
guard, they inflicted cruel damage on them. Every 
Year, the Moros would return to their lands loaded 
‘with captives of both sexes. Some they would force 
to marry to populate their dominions, others they 
would utilize as slaves or sell as slaves to other Mo- 
rosin Borneo and the islands of Malabar, as well to 
Chinese merchants who lived in the old Batavia. 

‘The situation made Vertiz think of reestablishing 
the armada of Pintados that had been formed for 
security reasons but had been discontinued on ac- 
count of the expense and because peace had pre- 
vailed for some years. Mindoro had 29 settlements 
in 1752, but after repeated raids their number was 
down to two towns. Masbate was down to 250 trib- 
tutes, Ticao only 80; the islands of Burias, Sibuyan, 
Tablas, Botoncillo, Sigmara, Cobrador, Maestre de 
‘Campo and others were completely deserted. 

1п 1762, in view of the increasing attacks, the 
armada of Pintados was reestablished to perform 
the same service that it carried out in the first half 
ofthe 18th century. 


SENSE AND 
SENSIBILITY 


Bambi L. Harper. 4 $ 


But that wasn't the only problems the Visayans 
had. The position of alcalde mayores only seemed 
to attract unemployed men with no money and 
no other means of sustenance. They were more 
interested in what they could get and indulged in. 
all sorts of commerce, to the great prejudice of 
the people. 

One of the reasons for the abuse of the mayors 
was the lack of control from Manila. There was no 
inspection and consequently no accounting, 
ing rise to much abuse. The distance and the diffi- 
culties of the journey from Manila to the Visayas 
facilitated the abuses. And the people had no one 
to complain to. 

Occasionally the cabezas de barangay discharged 
the functions of the mayors. They were exempt 
from payment of tribute and were in charge of col- 
lecting taxes from 50 heads of families. Their exer- 
све of authority was almost tyrannical. They 
would use the people as servants in return for trib- 
ше, The people would be made to work their fields 
and whatever other jobs the cabezas dictated. 

То work their own fields, those who paid tribute 
still had to ask permission from the cabeza but were 
only allowed to do so if they remitted рап of their 
harvest to him. If they needed to be absent, they 
had to pay for it. They also had to pay fines and 
were whipped when they committed mistakes. 

They were the only participants in the continu- 
ous division of labor that was needed by the priest 
and the Church, the house of the alcalde mayor lo- 
cal alcaldes and ministers of justice. They had to 


serve in public jails of the province and do public 
works, as well as do day or night duty in the many 
watch towers located on the beaches in order to 
warn the people when they saw the Moros coming. 

The problems of the Visayas were aggravated 
by the distance to Manila. Vertiz felt it was neces- 
sary to create a new government in the Visayas in 
order to govern them properly. (Turns out recent 
initiatives in the direction of federalization isn't a 
new idea after all.) In the process of establishing 
this new government, Cebu would have to be 
supported by sending yearly from Panay all the 
needed unhusked rice and salted or dried meats 
for the storerooms and provisions for tl.» troops 
since it was the most sterile of all the islands of 
the archipelago producing almost nothing. 

Мега felt it would be more advantageous to es- 
tablish the Visayan seat of government on the is- 
land of Panay. It was the most fertile, the best 
populated and the rice granary, providing rice not 
just for the garrisons but the other islands as well. 
Meat was abundant there, and a cow was worth 
only eight reales and sheep four reales. 

The bishop of Cebu could also transfer to Iloilo, 
which would be the capital of the region. It had a 
secure port and good armaments against the Mo- 
то pirates, It would be necessary to construct а. 
fort with its own plaza de armas, storerooms of 
magazines and quarters for the troops. The fort 
could house the residence of the governor and a 
decent church or chapel. 

‘Vertiz was partial to opening the oriental com- 
merce to the Visayas following the same formula as 
Manila's. He felt the prohibition of commerce with 
China and the other Southeast Asian countries was 
the principal cause ofits economic retardation. 

‘Needless to say, he was the last intendente and 
forthwith the position was dissolved. Even then, 
Manila didn’t think much of decentralization. 

Now we wonder what would have happened if 
Vertiz's suggestion had been followed. 

(Antonio Garcia-Abasolo, "España y el Pacifico.") 
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. “Katulong?” 


THATE the fact that the Philippines has been reduced to such 
penury. It's so irritating that the common tao must "live sim- 
ply or simply leave” in order to survive (there's no other 
word forit, we really just survive), when our elected officials 
don’t even understand the meaning of the word “save” and 
live such extravagant lifestyles. 

Please don't tell me that they are living like us, normal 
folks, because they a 
don't. They are driv- 
en around in their gi- 
ant — gas-guzzling 
4x4s, followed by а 
convoy of top-of-the- 
line sedans. They eat 
at the swankiest ho- 
tels and restaurants 
(and let the common 
tao foot the bill; I bet 
my atay that they 
charge that to the 
government). They fly to the United States whenever they 
feel like doing so and stay at their multi-million-dollar man- 
sions in the heart of Beverly Hills, (Don't tell me that they in- 
herited their wealth. l' first believe that Martians walk the 
earth than believe that crap.) Ghad! Not even the rich tao liv- 
ing in Ayala Alabang can sustain that kind of lifet 

Grrr!!! And now they want us to tighten our belts and bear 
with perpetually increasing oil prices, the weakening peso, 
higher taxes, and other “save the Philippines from the fiscal 
debt” measures that do not—will not and will never—help. 
the Filipino people. E 

Thave a stupid question. Why should we, the tao, shoulder 
all this? Were we the ones who frittered away billions arid 
billions of dollars on bogus projects and disastrous invest- 
ments? Were we the ones who kept getting loans from the 
World Bank? Were we the ones who lived such enviable 
lifestyles? У 

As far as I know, I was either in school, studying от work- 
ing my butt off and paying my taxes (like many others in this 
country) when all these things happened. I know that I gota, 
“3” in Philo, and maybe that is the reason I cannot grasp the 
logicofit all. Why should we suffer for their ineptitude? Why 
should we be the ones to carry the burden? Haven't we suf- 
fered enough? Aren't we suffering enough? Do our elected 
officials want to bleed us dry and leave us to the dogs while 
they dance and party the nights away? 

This is useless. Ranting and raving about our inefficient 
and hopelessly corrupt government will not achieve any- 
thing. Reading people's complaints will not make them 
change. Nothing will. Corruption has already become so in- 
grained in their system it would take nothing short of a mira- 
cle to make these monsters come to terms with what they re- 
ally are: public servants. 

Yes, my dear friends, I would like to remind everyone that 
our wonderfully corrupt and ganid officials are nothing but 
servants. And get this, they are not just any kind of servant, 
they are our servants. Remember that, among other things: 

1. We put them where they are now; they have our votes to 
thank for that. 

2. We pay taxes, and our taxes pay for their salaries—the 
same “salaries” they use to buy their 4x4s and their mansions 
and to pay for their children's education, their clothes, even 
that cute litte high-tech cellular phone. 

Hmmm. If that's the case, then our public officials are 
nothing but glorified katulong! а 

Abrief refresher course: б 

Whatis a katulong? 5 

Katulong is а term used for people we employ to help 
around the house, thus the English terms “house help” or 
"helper" 5 

Why do we keep katulong? 

They are necessary to help make our lives easier. They 
help clean the house, throw out the garbage, cook our meals, 
do the laundry. We trust them to watch over and take care of 
our belongings when we are away. $ 

What do the katulong get in return? : 

Aside from paying for their services, we welcome them in- 
to our homes. They eat the same food we do. We take care of 
them. And we treat them like family. 

guess the relationship of the government and the people 
started out that way. Then we became lax. We relied too 
much on our helpers (in government) and started to turn a 
blind eye on their litte errors and petty thievery. We thought, 
“No one will notice the clogged drain pipe" or “I didn't like 
that pearl earring anyway.” We kept making excuses for them 
until they became more brazen. Ngayon ang katulong ang 
nagmamando sa bahay. Now these help are acting like they 
were the masters of the house, 

Thope that we all remember our places in this world. We, 
the lowly tao, are the homeowners. We till the soil and work. 
‘And while we're working, we leave the overall management 
of the house to our government officials—our katulong or 
helpers. We should help each other and work together to- 
‘ward making our home more beautiful and secure. 

The key words are "help" and "work together.” Its a give- 
and-take relationship. We help each other out. They help 
make the Philippines a better place for the Filipinos (them 
included) and we help them make a living. They serve us, 
and we pay for their services. Sounds likea good deal. — " 

Unfortunately for us, we pay their salaries and take care of. 
them, but we don't get any service in return. Guess who's get- 
ting the short end of the stick. 

Some katulong we havel 


Young BLoop 


Chryseis Vivienne 
Santos 


We want to know what the young 
are thinking about. What are their 
thoughts on current issues? We 
welcome contributions from the 
twentysomething and below.—Ed. 


Chryseis Vivienne Santos, 29, works for an international busi- 
ness organization based in Makati. 


THEY SAID 
Arrogant 


“Which Citibank has UP (University of the Phil 
pines) been dealing with—the noble institution of 
the website, or the arrogant, overstaying master who 
still thinks he can do as he pleases with the poor na- 
tives. I hope that its present country head, Mr. James 
Hunt, helps us make up our minds.” 
hep. Lorenzo Tañada Шоп the bank's refusal to pay UP the 
Jair market value of the Forbes Park property where its country 
head resides 


Incomparable 

“Itis like comparing the character of a vestal virgin 
tothe character of a serial rapist.” 
sen Miriam Defensor Santiago on former President Fidel 
Тото counterattack to the senator's accusations 
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^» Cruel, unreasonable SSS 


MY property (house and lot) was fore- 
closed by the Social Security System 
and auctioned off on April 19, 2002. 
Although my 70-year-old feet could 
hardly carry me, I managed to get to 
the Sth floor of the SSS building in 
Quezon City and make a bid at 
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P80,000. The purchase price “was 
P182,600. 

Since no sale was made that day a sec- 
ond auction was held in August 2002. 
Again, I made an appeal to the SSS to let 
me redeem the property at a lower price, 
citing, among others, my difficulties in 
raising the needed amount. 

Т cannot recall the exact order of 
events, but, at one time, Tomas 
Ramirez, officer in charge, visited me 
in my house. Seeing, perhaps, my 
household's dire situation, he softened 
the SSS conditions/requirements and 
verbally offered me a chance to re-ac- 
quire the property by installment with- 
ina 10-year period. 

‘And so on May 27, 2002, I started 
paying my arrears and other liabilities. 
On Jan. 6, 2004, I received a letter 
from Simplicia Baniago, branch head, 
informing me of my obligations in the 
purchase of my property. went to Tar- 
lac twice and there I was told to pay 
P36,520 representing the 20-percent 
deposit on the price of the property. At 


Illusory savings 


WE refer to Pete Ilagan's letter (PDI, 
9706/04) 

(The basic issue is the true cost of 
power to Meralco and the compara- 
tive pricing between power sourced 
from the National Power Corp. and 
from Meralco's independent power 
producers (IPPs). Among these IPPs is 
First Gas. Electricity sourced from this 
IPP is a special concern of consumers; 
rightly so, since it is a Meralco-affiliat- 
ed company. 

Mr. Ilagan says that NPC's rates are 
lower than the price at which Meralco 
buys power from First Gas. The com- 
parison is unfair: it is inaccurate to 
compare an artificially capped rate 
with the price of First Gas. The con- 
sumer ultimately pays the difference 
between the true cost and the artifi- 
cial cost through taxes. The savings 
from the artificial rate is therefore il- 
lusory. Even its impact on the poor is 
illusory—the "savings" in the short 
run benefit more the high consump- 
tion and industrial/commercial cus- 
tomers. 

Secondly, Mr. Ilagan's comparison 


the same time, 1 was asked to execute 
an affidavit of monthly income. 

On July 26, 2004, I went back to Tar- 
lac to comply with this directive. The 
SSS accepted the payment of P41,547, 
but rejected my affidavit for lack of 
proof of employment—mine and my 
sons’ (they pledged to support me in 
this particular endeavor). On Aug. 8, 
2004, I went to Tarlac to submit anoth- 
er affidavit and pay another P7,414 
representing back and future rentals of 
the property It was, of course, my wish 
that after going through untold sacri- 
fices, my request would finally be 
granted. But again, I was disappointed. 
‘The SSS accepted my additional pay- 
ment, but rejected my new affidavit for 
lack of proof of regular employment 
and income. 1 had made it clear to the 
SSS people from the start that nobody 
in the family is regularly employed. We 
сат on short, temporary labor con- 
tracts and from selling local delicacies 
in the streets. But they ignored my ex- 
planation. 


between Meralco's residential rate as 
against those of the distribution utili- 
ties (DUs) in parts of Luzon is also 
based on NPC's artificial price—these 
DUs source power solely from the NPC. 
With the recent NPC increase, their 
rates will go up by about P1.23/kWh; 
for consumption levels of about 
100kWh monthly (which represent the 
majority of customers of these DUs), 
Meralco's rates will still be lower. 
Lastly, Mc Tlagan's assertion that Mer- 
alco “walked away" from its agreement 
with the NPC is not true. The NPC-Mer- 
alco settlement agreement was reached 
through mediation, an alternative to a 
court case or arbitration which would 
have made a negative impact on the 
country’s investment climate. The 
agreement is now under scrutiny by the 
Energy Regulatory Commission. 1 do 
not wish to pre-empt its findings. 
Meralco is aware that the provision of 
electricity is a service. But it is also a 
business that by law is entitled to a rea- 
sonable rate of return. This is needed to 
ensure system reliability and орега- 
tional viability. Mr. Ilagan will surely un- 


SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 11, 2004 


Now we see how cruel and unrea- 
sonable the SSS is, Despite the poverty 
and deprivation in my family, 1 was 
able to remit to them the following 
payments: 
P1,000—for two' months advance 
rentals 
PB,172—back rentals 
P18,260—10 percent of the pur- 
chase price. 
P41,547—20 percent of the pur- 
chase price 
P7,414—back and future rentals 
Still they refuse to recognize me аз а 
legitimate buyer of the property. m. 
losing my faith in the SSS. Under the 
system, the right to redeem or pur- 
chase a foreclosed property may not 
be exercised by a person who is not 
regularly employed. Sorry na lang ang 
mga dukhang katulad ko. (Pity the 
hapless, struggling poor like me.) 
EDMUNDO CADAG, 
4648 Yellowball St, 
Barangay Village, Dau, 
Mabalacat, Pampanga 


derstand this when he is already in- 
volved in the electricity supply business. 
When Meralco's profits fom 1994- 
2002 were totally wiped out by a 
Supreme Court decision that changed. 
the regulatory rules retroactively, 
there could not have been a reason- 
able rate of return. When Meralco's 
provisional rate increase of 12 cen- 
tavos per kWh is subjected to a status 
quo order for reasons of incomplete 
publication when all parties had the 
full opportunity to be heard, that 
seems to be carrying procedural due 
process to the extreme, So is the case 
when the rare approved by the ERC, 
combining Meralco's petition for un- 
bundling in 2001 with the petition for 
arate adjustment in 2000 (contrary to 
lagan's claim that it was only an un- 
bundling exercise), is annulled by a 
court decision that overlooks a factual 
event such as a COA examination. 
—ELPIO, CUNAJR., 
vice presidentand 
director corporate communication, 
Meralco, Ortigas, 
Pasig City 


Not connected with RPN-9 since 2001 


PLEASE allow us to correct your news item on 
former newscaster Richard Rivera who has 
been implicated in a P1-million extortion try. 
(PDI, 8/26/04) 

For the record, Rivera was dropped from the 
pool of RPN-9's network talent reporters in 
May 2001—not before the recent May 2004 
elections, as reported in your paper—because 
of his numerous absences. 

He has not been in any way connected with 


RPN-9 News and Public Affairs since then, and 
certainly not a year or months before the May 
2004 elections. 

‘We certainly hope you could provide a small 
but prominent space for this clarification in the 
best interest of our network. 

—DODY B LACUNA, 

manager, news and public affairs, 
RPN9 Broadcast City, Capitol Hills, 
Diliman, Quezon City 


FVR's successes and controversial deals 


FORMER PRESIDENT Fidel V. Ramos takes 
pride, and justifiably so, that his administra- 
tion overcame the power crisis and converted 
the national shame that was the Smokey 
Mountain into an award-winning develop- 
ment showcase. 

We wholeheartedly commend his adminis- 
tration for its decisiveness and eventual suc- 
cesses. 

Оп the other hand, we cannot disregard the 
costs of inept contract negotiations with inde- 
pendent power producers—to the treasury, the 
consumers and the economy. 

Neither can we gloss over the seemingly 
special accommodation extended to the 
Smokey Mountain developer, ВИ. Under the 
misleading “at no cost го gover 
cept, the developer ended up with “rights” to 
large tracts of public land, plus cash and debt 
instruments--not to mention a backdoor fran- 
chise to a lucrative port business. 


The core objective of the original Smokey 
Mountain sanitary garbage disposal project 
was lost in the shuffle. (The project was con- 
ceived primarily to properly dispose 
garbage; to render the site habitable; and to 
erect and operate a supposedly energy-con- 
verting incinerator utilizing garbage as fu- 
el) 

Ramos fends off Sen. Miriam Defensor-San- 
tiago's remarks by citing her purported role 
that eventually made possible the govern- 
ment-RII deal. 

1 believe the public would prefer to hear 
Ramos addressing the basic issues raised by 
Santiago. Whatever Santiago's role in the oth- 
er reclamation awards has no bearing on the 
basic issues surrounding the Smokey Moun- 
tain RII contract. 

—ALFREDO V ASUNCION, 
эз Castrillo St., Ugong Norte, 
Quezon City 


"Immediate NLE extension to La Union urged 


THIS refers to the newly widened and re- 
paved North Luzon Expressway. Should we not 
be likewise concerned about its extension, at 
least, up to Rosario, La Union? 

Ithas been more than a decade since the ex- 
pressway was last extended to Sta. Ines in 
Pampanga. What is delaying the extension? Is 
it true that some big business interests in Tar- 
lacare not supportive of the project, giving cre- 
dence to the June 2004 Wallace Report obser- 
vation that “politics-vested interest vs. nation- 
al good” is the main reason why we have stag- 
nated? 

The unreasonable delay of a basic infras- 
tructure, like the extension of the NLE, is with- 


ош doubt holding back the economic develop- 
ment northward. 

MacArthur Highway has become very dan- 
gerously narrow because of the vastly in- 
creased traffic. At a glance, it is hazardously 
overcrowded. Tricycles, cars, buses and big 
trucks compete for the long, two-lane road 
stretches. Vehicles on opposite lanes almost 
scrape each other as they move through the 
road. 

There is absolutely no reason why the exten- 
sion project should not be pursued now. 

—SERGIO T ESPINOLA, 
Mapua Institute of Technology, 
Intramuros, Manila 
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Balweg army distances self from assassins 


BAGUIO CITY—An armed component of the Cordillera Kan NG, 
People's Liberation Army (CPLA) identified with its : [ 
founder, slain rebel priest Conrado Balweg, has distanced 

its troops from the “assassins” allegedly hired by political 

leaders to terrorize Abra. 


Miguel Sugguyiao, CPLA province, said Rodolfo Santos 
chief of staff, said Balweg's sup- Jr, Cordillera director of the 
porters have not been contract- National Police Commission 
ed to handle security detail for and head of the КРОС secretari 
any politician even after their at. 
leader was assassinated in his Вой the police and the mili- 
Abra hometown in December tary had been emphatic about the 
1999. local government's unusual toler- 
He made the clarification af- ance for armed troops like the 
ter militia leaders gave Presi- CPLA, Santos said. 
dent Macapagal-Arroyo until "When the government inte- 
Sept. 13 to pursue the govern- grated the CPLA, it was on the 
ments commitments to the condition that the organiza- 
1987 Mount Data peace agree- tion would dissolve, but the 
mentthatwassignedbyBalweg military had been concerned 
and former President Corezon about recent reports that it 
Aquino. continued to recruit. They 
“IF the government remains were on top of our list,” he ^ Vade dt vou AP 
cavalier about the CPLA, then we said. " cem Ax 
will break the peace pact and re- Most of these new military in- е 
sume our situation before the tegrees belong to the CPLA fac- 4 
peace talks," he said. tion that calls itself the Unified 
Sugguyiao said the Ingumer CPLA composed of the followers 
exposéon private armiesin Ата of Видос (Abra) Mayor Mailed 
could prompt law enforcers to Molina and Balwegs widow, 
include the militia among pri. Corazon. Уни ар 
vate armed groups that феу Sugguyiao and Balweg's el- paa са 
would soon target because of der brother, Bienvenido, а Teed УУ 
their Sept. 5 ultimatum to Ms Ar- Benguet State University pro- THEBARRELofthe gun sticks out of a community in Abra where firepower equals fat wallets, EVESPRITUIPOI NORTHERN LUZON BUREAU. 
тоуо. fessor, refused to join this 
The Cordillera Regional group. there.” said. ders in Abra, most of the killings | started to perform jobs for the 
Peace and Order Council in Au- But Santos said “all officials in “It was the Northern Luzon Members of the assassins’ political in nature. killers’ group. Vincent 
gust ordered an investigation Abra are accountable for the Command whichwasverycandid group had confessed to the IN- — Some of the hired killers аге Cabreza, PDI Northern Luzon 
Of political armed groups inthe presence of armed groups about these concerns in Abra," he quier their roles in several mur- barely in their teens when they Bureau 


Hacienda Isabela judge suspended for 4 months without pay for extortion 


uards sued By Villamor Visaya Jr Maxwel Rosete, presiding fice premises beyond office ..befreefromany appearance of criminal cases in 2000 in San 
PDI Northern Luzon Bureau judge of the Municipal Trial hours constituted gross miscon- impropriety as to be beyond re- Juan, Мето Manila where Rosete 
. Court in Cities (MTCC) here, duct. proach.” was then judge, said in her com- 
for slaying SANTIAGO CITY--For trying to for sending his staff to show “We have repeatedly admon- Оп July 29, the SC ordered plaint that Rosete's staff had told 
extort money from а com- copies of his draft decision to ished our judges to adhere to Rosete, former acting judge at herto give P150,000 in exchange 
plainant in exchange for a favor- complainant Lucila Tan and the highest tenets of judicial the Metropolitan Trial Court for the non-dismissal of het.cass 
of armer able decision, a judge here was asking P150,000 from her so conduct... When the judge in San Juan in Metro Manila, es. E 
suspended for four months with the case pending at his sala himself becomes the transgres- to pay P5,000 for suppressing She said Rosete’s staff allowed 
By Carla P Gomez out salary, allowances and other would not be dismissed. sor of any law... he places his information and for dishon- her to keep a copy of a draft des 
PDI Visayas Bureau benefits. Associate Justice Reynato office in disrepute . . .” Puno esty sion on one of her criminal ca 
In a decision dated Sept. 8, Puno, who penned the deci. said, es. 
BACOLOD CITY.--Murder andat. the Supreme Court's second di- sion, said Rosete's act of meet- — "Ir is, therefore, paramount Deal . — Bósete, however, denied Tan's 
Weed charges were fled vision suspended Judge ing with litigants outsidethe of- that a judge's personal behavior, Tan, who had two pending claims 
against four security guards of a 
disputed sugar plantation in La 
Castellana town for the kiling of Workers told: RoUNDUP 
awoman farmer on Friday. a à 5 Р 
‘The criminal complaint against Don’t eat Quezon fire kills 3 children 
Benjie Villanueva, Jo Al Olivares, LUCENA CITY—Three siblings were burned to death in Barangay Hingui 
Felipe Puntal and Johnny Balu- win, Padre Burgos, Quezon when their hut caught fre on Sunday. A police; 
arte, all of the Tuguis Security snack to report identified the victims as Melissa Ilog, 9, and her brothers John 
‘Agency, were filed by police Mon- - as Frances, 4, and Randolf, 3. Investigators said the parents of the victims, 
day at the La Castellana Muni ease crisis Reynaldo and Imelda Ilog, left their seven children at around 8 p.m. to 
pal Trial Court. watch television in the neighbor's house, some 100 meters away. The eldest 
‘The four, who were assignedto DAVAO CITY—Businessmen child, Zairen Joy, was awakened by the heat and saw their house burning. 
the disputed property of GV and іп the city have urged their ‘She tried to save all her siblings from the fire but managed to rescue only 
Sons in Hacienda Conchita Vil- — workers to tighten their belts Was ДЕ АРВ На pip 
lanueva, Barangay Sag-ang, la and forget about snacks for a ӨР 
Castellana," were accused of while to cope with rising у i s 
shooting to death Teresa Ma- prices of goods amd commode Fire razes church, P5-M property 
ЖОЕ aalay tied | пена Church scs cna araa at pas, Sun 
ч u ; it „ Sun- 
арки е БТА day and damaged PS million worth of property. Senior fire officer Chief In- 
= р; d workers and their families L il Lc id the fire that lasted for. thi hour, started from 
[те мени он које P Rub fuper about E] sp. Ismael Lopez said ће fire that lasted for more than an hour, 
the in гејс y a boarding house. The Rotary Club of Calapan, Chinese Chamber of Com- 
o йына elorn piagam bbe macie. 5 p merce, Victoria and Naujan police stations and water tankers came to the 
tain ownership of parcels of lands The Kilusang Mayo Uno said meager pay is much better enough to buy the daily needs escue as the city's Bureau of Fire's truck was not functioning. 
inside the Hacienda Conchita that workers could noteven provide than being jobless, of the workers’ families. 
| pi E 5 E Madonna Virola, PDI Southern Luzon Bureau 
was awarded to them by the DAR. their dependents three mealsa “Ме have to tighten our belts “Мете only demanding what 
‘OnJune 11, Agrarian Undersec- day because their salaries because once companies close is right for the workers, justand 2 teeners drown in river 
retary Rolando Mangulabnan in- could no longer cope with in- in Mindanao, there will mo reasonable wages is a basichu- BAGUIO CITY.—Two teenagers drowned while swimming near the 
stalled 45 holders of the Certificate creases in prices of basic longer be enough belts to tight- man right,” he said. Bued River on Kennon Road on Monday. Fidel Inisan and Mark Chong, 
of Land Ownership Award associ- — goods. — en," he said. Antonio Santos, chair of the both 18, of Upper Pinget here, drowned at the old mini-hydroelectric 
ated with TPM in Hacienda Con- Sofronio Jucutan, president Отаг Bantayan, KMU secre- Mindanao Busienss Council ‘plant at Camp 6. They were with five friends when they decided to 
Villanueva, despite strongob- of the Davao Chamber of Com- tary general for Southem Min- (МВС), said business firms in swim, according to the Office of Civil Defense. The sudden rains at 
jections from the landowner, Mario merce and Industry (DCCI), danao, said it'sbeen a longtime Mindanao are willing to in- ^ upstream Baguio caused the river to swell and the strong current car- 
Villanueva, whose case question- said workers should learn to Since workers started eating crease the workers’ wages upto. ried the two boys. Inisan's body was found 100 meters away while 
ing the placement of his property соре with increasing prices of two times a day. P20 this year but only after the Chong’s body was recovered on Tuesday. 
under land reform coverage те- goods by eating only three 5 wage increases go through the Frank Сіта, PDI Northern Luzon Bureau 
mained pending in court, times aday. Better than jobless wage board. 7 т N 
Mameng, according to police “Weve been advised by doc... Bantayan said companies “Ме are trying our best xo. EX-r'ebel killed in Batangas 
records, was killed ina cornfield tors to eat less because it’s more close shop not because of bear it," Jucutan said. "I dont CALATAGAN, Batangas—A rebel retumee was found dead with multiple bul- 
behind her house while fleeing healthful to the body,” he told wage hikes but because of blame the workers for asking let wounds inside a hut in Sitio Cuadrado, Barangay Balibago here Monday. 
from a volley of shots allegedly reporters here. "Lets learn to their inability to compete in for a wage increase. | under- Victim Ariel Magno, 36, a farmer who used to be a member of the Commu- - 
fired by the security guards. She eat less and demand less from the global marketand the gov- stand their plight.” nist Party of the Philippines-New People's Army (CPP-NPA), was killed alter 
suffered gunshot wounds im the companies. which might no ernments rush to liberalize © Buthe warned thatsmall and he was shot with a 45 cal. pistol. Police said Magno was sleeping inside the ~ 
back and chest. Tonger Бе able to bear Gr addi. trade despite knowing that lo- medium companies can only hut owned by his friend, Juan Garcia, when three unidentified armed men 
Insp. Regidor Alvarado, La tional increase in workers’ cal industries are not ready for bearso much, or else, their busi- oe ang БАШ oe live bullet shells, a slug and a live bullet 2 
Castellana police chief, said the four wages." it. nesses might close, Germelina 09-45 cal. pistol at the crime scene. a "b 
12-gauge shotguns surrendered by "cutem said workers He said the proposed P125 Lacorte, PDI Mindanao Bu- Mei Magsino, PDI Southern Luzon Buread 
е fo а а wage increase is not even n i 
AA a had been should understand that a Wag reau 3 robbers kill, take P100,000 БЫ 
CEBU CITY—Three robbers aboard a motorcycle fled with about P100,000 7 - 
h . . alter killing one of their victims in Mandaue City on Tuesday. Jovita Dari 5 
31, died after she was shot in the head by one of the robbers when she tried. = 
2 hurt as cops, tribal folk clash in Vizcaya зт 
ing business, Her husband Restituto, 42 and son Raymart, 4, were un- 25 
harmed. The Dearoz family, who were riding a bicycle, were waylaid at about - 
7:45 a.m. in Zone Gani, Barangay Paknaan, about 100 meters from their 
house. РОЗ Wynne Ompad of Mandaue police precinct 5, said some by- 


BAMBANG, Nueva Vizcaya—A planks, tried tostop the assaultof property, then a former pasture ordered the demolition team to 
woman and a policeman were 20 policemen and demolition land, in early 1980 and have begin the removal of 50 houses in 
shot and hurt on Wednesday team members. since established their residence the area. standers tried to help the victims but the suspects fired at them. One of the 
when members of a tribal com- "Тһе demolition was in connec- there. Senior Insp. Melecio Sagun, bystanders, Cirilo Rafaela, 30, was slightly wounded in the left arm. 
munity clashed with the police tion with a land dispute between According to Rayden Rey wholedthe police team, said they ў  Jhunnex Napallacan, PDI Visayas Bureau 
and a demolition team as they landowner Felix Abesamis Jr. and  Galapon, a sheriff of the Depart- were approaching the houses x 
Started to dismantle 75 houses in 500 members of the Kalanguya ment of Agrarian Reform, people when the residents suddenly Abra town cop chief shot dead 
Barangay Santo Domingo here. tribe here, who were reported il- refused to leave the place despite emerged and moved toward the BANGUED, Abra Tho police chief in Lacub town was shot and killed by a 
Rosa Guiloran, 56, and РО1 legally occupying portions of the several notices of eviction from team. suspected New People's Army robot in Barangay Poblacion there on Sun- 
Noel Valdez, suffered bullet 133-hectare property in Sitio Up- the department. This prompted the police to day, Police said SPO4 Ernesto Bernal was attacked in Sitio Mamasag while 
wounds following avolley of gun- per Batu ‘Accompanied by team of po- fire warning shots, he said. hewas on his way to the provincial police headquarters here to attend а 
fire as 50 men and women, 'The Kalanguya members re- Jicemen and Army soldiers in full Melvin Gascon, PDI Northern briefing. Bernal died of a bullet wound in the chest, reports sald 
armed with bolos and wooden portedly occupied the Abesamis battle gear, Galapon on Thursday. Luzon Bureau Artha Kira Paredes, PDI Northern Luzon Bureau 
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Samsung refrigerator. Its Silver Nano anti-bacterial coating stops 
bacteria and fungi from forming inside the refrigerator. This 
sophisticated Silver Nano Health System™ creates an effective 
anti-bacterial and anti-odour shield. Now you can keep your food 
fresh and healthy in a Silver Nano Protected Zone. 
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ni Left leader 


comes out 


DAVAO CITY—A militant leader in Mindanao 
charged with rebellion surfaced late Thurs- 

hosted a press confer- 
ence here, with plainclothes soldiers dis- 


, guisedasjournalists for guests among others. 


Alvin Luque, former Bayan Muna secretary 


v general for Southern Mindanao, said he 


wanted to belie reports he was in hiding. 
Luque was charged with rebellion at a local 
court for allegedly providing funds to New 
People's Army (NPA) rebels in Paquibato Dis- 
trict here. 
Col. Eduardo del Rosario, who was then 


; commander of the 73rd Infantry Battalion, 


filed the charges against Luque, whom he also 


| tagged as Commander Venus in the complaint 


sheet, 

Del Rosario now heads the Task Force Davao, 
an antiterror body formed after two explosions 
that killed at least 38 people here in 2003. 

Anthony Allada, PDI Mindanao Bureau 
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INQUIRER visayas 


Celebrating 
the tree 


2 


of life 


By Vicente S. Labro 
Tacloban City 


EGEND has it that the numer- 

ous coconut trees now standing 

in Calubian, Leyte, all came 
from just one nut found floating in a 
river by an early inhabitant. 

The town now symbolizes the coconut indus- 
try in Eastern Visayas, the country’s third largest 
coconut-producing region. Its name is derived 
from “lubi,” the Bisayan word for coconut. 

Calubian's people always pay homage to the 
“tree of life” during their fiesta in the middle of 
‘August. It is also during the last week of that 
month when Coconut Week is celebrated in the 
country. 

‘This year, a festive atmosphere pervaded the 
progressive coastal town, about 180 km from 
“Tacloban City, in the northern part of Leyte Is- 
land. 

On the night of Aug. 14, the Ms Lubi-Lubi 
2004 was crowned ina pageant. Earlier that day, 
Leyte Rep. Edward Veloso and Mayor Hazel Po 
led other town officials in the inauguration of 
the P86-million Calubian port. 

‘The next day, the town was alive with shouts 
and drumbeats from four contingents competing 
during the Lubi-lubi Festival. 

But the highlight of the celebration was the 
golden anniversary of the parish of the Our Lady 
of Fatima, with the pontifical concelebrated 
Mass attended by four bishops and about 50 
priests. Sefior San Roque has been the town's pa- 
tron saint ever since the place was known as Eu- 
Talia, a barrio of the nearby town of Leyte, Leyte. 


Bright prospects 

‘The people in Calubian and in other parts of 
the region have a lot to thank God for this year. 
‘The price of copra has remained high, and the 
prospects of coconut virgin oil and coco-diesel as 
‘commercial products are bright. 

Copra price fell to as low as below P2 last year 
and many people in the region had thought it 
was not worth the effort to make copra. Late last 
year, however, the price slowly rose and in Jan- 
чагу, a better year for the coconut farmers was 
already apparent. 

Eastern Visayas has a total of 1.3 million co- 
conut farm workers and 360,000 coconut 
farmer-landowners, according to Edilberto Nier- 
va, general manager of the Philippine Coconut 
Authority (PCA) for the region. 

Nierva said that with the current high price of 
copra, the farmers and their families could cope 
better with the economic crunch besetting the 
country: Farmgate price of copra is now P18 to 
P19. 


Export gains 

During the first six months, export sales of co- 
conut-derived products (cochin, low color oil, 
copra cake, crude coconut oil and refined 
bleached coconut oil) from Eastern Visayas 
reached $16.64 million. Seventy-four percent, or 
27,869 metric tons, of the products went to 
Japan, 
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Last year, the region sold 188,853 
MT of coconut-derived produets worth 
536.996 million abroad. Japan bought 
518.605 million worth, Malaysia, 
56.008 million; China, 55.321 million, 
European countries, 53.844 million, In- 
donesia, 51.866 million, and the United 
States, 51.350 million. 

Coconut trees have also provided raw 
materials for handicraft makers, such as 
twigs used for decor, sheaths for hats or 
bags, and leaf midribs for decor items and 
brooms. 

Other tree parts can be used for commer- 
cial purposes, such as coconut water for 
vinegar or coconut gel, trunk for housing ma- 
terial, leaves for food wrappers, sap for wine, 
and coconut shells for charcoal. 

Nierva disclosed that the PCA was now pro- 
moting the production of coconut virgin oil 
and coco-diesel. 

Already, Mayor Gerardo Espina Sr. of Naval, 
Biliran, has informed the PCA regional office of 
his town’s plan to venture into coconut virgin oil 
production. 

‘The PCA office is continuing programs to bol- 
ster the coconut industry, such as planting more 
hybrid nuts. More trainings will be conducted on 
preparing coconut-based food products, con- 
taining coconut diseases, laboratory experi- 
ments on macapuno , organizing coconut farm- 
ers' cooperatives, and providing 
trade and market in- 
formation. 
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Editor Jun Bandayrel 


Bureau Chief Edralyn L. Benedicto 


have been taken captive, and for 
"which reason the best lands in the 
Bisayas are almost uninhabited. 


HE PATTERN of 
abandonment of our 
provinces has not re- 


ally changed in centuries. 
Consider the following realities 


There is not а town that had not 
been taken and defeated by these 
damned pirates in Leyte. + 

“The whole Island of Leyte is 
much distempered by the heat, the 
winds, the very extensive cloud- 


bursts that make the exit from the 
house almost impossible, and the 
dark and melancholic ‘situation, 


towns remaining in their sorry state, 
without being offered anything that 
‘would lead to development. 

‘And the religious communities 
would only fulfil their parochial 
duties, being in charge of the de- 
velopment of the ministry. 

T you think I am referring to ће 
present, you are wrong. I refer to the 
1770s, just after the Augustinian mis- 
sionaries had taken over the Leyte 
missions from the expelled Jesuits. 

At that time, an unnamed Augus- 
tinian friar complained that the local 
commandant, Don Pablo Verdote, 
was giving much suffering to the re- 
ligious, for he did not want to adjust 
the orders of the governor [for Leyte 
and Samar], whése every act was a 
‘matter of pleasure and whim. 

The Augustinian lamented: “1 
say that, in general, the earth is fer- 
tile and productive, of rice, of cows 
and pigs, or oil and coconut wine, 
have much and good wax in the 
mountains, excellent wood for 
construction, enough cocoa, tobac- 
со, cabalonga [sic] seed, а lot of 
abaca or hemp and other species. 
Tn the center there is a range of 
high mountains that divide the Is- 
land and cause the diversity of 
temperaments. In the middle of 
these mountains there is a volcano 
that gives a lot of sulfur, vermilion, 
alum and other drug-making ele- 
ments. In the ports of [H]ilongos 
and Carigara and others, I saw that 
they made galleys and sampans. 
The Indians are not well reduced 
into towns; they prefer to live in 
the wilderness and thick forests. 
Piracy 

“But much of our troubles is 
seeing the seas of this Island contin- 
vally full of Joloan and Mindanao 
Moros who do not stop their piracy 
over there. They capture many boats 
of the Indians and of the Spaniards, 
and what | noticed was that they 
took more than sbay of these in one 
year. Though the towns have their 
baluartes [fons] and stonewalls, 
with stonecutters and lantacas [can- 
nons] corresponding to the capacity 
of their residents, they often do not 
have enough of these [structures] in 
the face of the superior force and ar- 
mada of the Moros. 

“And though you fence the church 
and the convent, where you can 
gather the residents, [the Moros] 
light a fire by throwing lit arrows, 
which could roast those inside they. 
did not surrender or gave in to the 
general assault, as | have seen many 
times. Many thousands of Indians 


phoons; 


very 


PROSPECTS for 
the coconut tree 
are good this 
yearfor 
Leytefios. 


which 


with hurricanes and furious ty- 


with thunders, and 


formidable rays [of the sun] that kill 
some Indians every year, and with a 
thousand other intemperances. 

“There are also many and fre- 
quent earthquakes and temblors 
that demolish the churches and con- 
vents, and for this reason there is 
continuous work and this alone is an 
etemal source of headache. And if 
the Father Minister does not initiate 
the work, do not ever think that he 
could have a decent house, ora good 
church fenced with stakes, or a fort 
for the defense against the enemies. 

“In the years of forty-three and 
forty-four [1743-44], there were 
strong earthquakes that ruined 
many towns and a mountain col- 
lapsed about a hundred fathoms. 
In the year forty-nine [1749], the 
voleano exploded with fire from 
six mouths. For two weeks the 
sun could not be seen by day, and 
the temblors lasted a whole year 
and continued later, resulting in 
pestilence, lightning and annoy- 
ing rains of ash. 

“їп Leyte, and in all other 
provinces of the Bisayas and their 
adjacent areas, there are many 
snakes ofall colors and shapes; the 
rivers, seas and lagoons are full of 
carnivorous caimans or 
crocodiles. There are scorpions, 
centipedes, mites and other poi- 
sonous vermin with killer bites. 
The diseases are plentiful;incogni- 
to, rebellious and incurable... 


In limbo 

“In the Bisayas, we are like in 
limbo, with very little news of the 
world. There are no Gacetas or 
Mercurios {periodicals made avail- 
able to priests}, and neither do 
they want nor take these there ... 
Through all these you have the In- 
dians who ordinarily live in the 
forests, mountains and wilderness, 
about three or four leagues away 
from the church. They come [to 
town] only on Sundays to hear 
Mass and to play the roosters 
[cockfighting]. The two [existing] 
roads are bad, the sun is burning, 
the cloudbursts аге many, the 
sandbars of the rivers are danger- 
‘ous, the horses are few and bad, for 


is better to walk on the 


water, and the canoes and bancas 
very flimsy and weak.” 

Indeed, the pattern of govern- 
ment neglect has remained the 
same, Only the identities of the 
practitioners and the perennial vic- 
tims have changed through time. 


Who is Rene Villa and why is he agrarian reform secretary? 


By Ma. Diosa Labiste 
Iloilo City 


O BE among the 

lesser known mem- 

bers of the Cabinet 
is a blessing. At least that 
was what lawyer Rene Vil- 
la believed when he was 
named the new agrarian 
reform secretary. 

People are wondering who he is 
and why he was chosen along 
two others from Iloilo, namely, for- 
mer Deputy Speaker Raul Gonza- 
lez Sr. (Justice Secretary), and for- 
mer Rep. Augusto Syjuco (Techni- 
cal Education and Skill Develop- 
ment Authority chair). 

Villa was the Presidential Assis- 
tant for Western Visayas, with the 
rank of undersecretary, when the 
President plucked him to head the 
Deparment of Agrarian Reform. 

Villa would like to play the part 
of a mysterious man chosen to 
head an office often reserved for 
firebrands and those with known 
leanings for social justice. 

7 He said: “I must be clean that 
the President chose me.” 

> Even before he assumed office, 
Villa was aware that farmers 


partment. 


Laid-back 


has the right 


the issue that 


groups and non-govemment orga- 
nizations called him "pro-landlord." 
Groups, led by the Caucus of Agrari- 
an Reform Advocates (Cara), even 
staged a mock welcome for Villa on 
Aug. 25 to “ser the mood for chal- 
lenges” awaiting him. They said 
that Villa was appointed because 
President Macapagal-Arroyo wants 
to pay her dues to Western Visayas 
that helped her win inthe last elec- 
tions. They also said that Villa is not. 
fit to head the agrarian reform de- 


Villa said he is not pro-landlord 
as some groups think. “Maybe 
they are saying that for the lack of 
anything else to say. My only 
claim to aristocracy is intellectual 
aristocracy,” he said. 


Back home, Villa was never 
known as a champion of land re- 
form or somebody linked to land 
as a tenant or landlord. Villa is 
laid-back and not a firebrand but 


his Sigma Rho fraternity brod, 
Sen. Franklin Drilon, something 
ће does not deny publicly. 

Villa cannot help but confront 


Arroyo was trying to reward West- 
‘em Visayas by appointing him. 


When asked about his role in the 
last election, Villa said that during 
presidential visits, he, as Presiden- 
tial Assistant for Western Visayas, 
made sure that there were briefing 
papers and ready-made questions 
and answers for her to read when- 
ever she faced governors, mayors 
and people attending the so-called 
consultations. 

During the President’s cam- 
paign sorties in Panay, Villa ar- 
ranged her schedule and was al- 
ways with her. He said he must 
have been impressed with his 
managerial skills. 

In the party after the Presi- 
dent's inauguration in Cebu, June 
30, Villa stood at one end of the 
reception line. But he said Ms Ar- 
royo called him and asked his 
thoughts on land reform. Right 
after that, when the First Gentle- 
man Jose Miguel shook his 
hands, Villa knew he was out to 
get the agrarian reform portfolio 

To prepare for his new job as 
agrarian reform secretary, Villa 
read on agrarian reform laws, cir- 
culars and implementing rules. 
He psyched himself up on how to 
face the Manila press and the 
protesting farmers that are ever 
present in the premises of DAR 
office in Manila 


connection through 


President Macapagal- 


Villa said he comes to the DAR 
asa manager and somebody from 
outside who has fresh ideas on 
how to run the department. 

DAR is divided along ideologi- 
cal lines but he is not identified 
with any groups. Land reform, 
Villa believed, should not only be 
concerned with land distribution 
but also productivity if it has to 
make an impact on the lives of the 
landless. It has to be tied neatly 
with the government's develop- 
ment package, he 


and was based in Kuwait. Two 
years before that, he was in Saudi 
Arabia working with the Philip- 
pine Singapore Ports Corp. 

He lectured in business law at 
the UP Visayas and law courses at 
the University of San Agustin, 
Iloilo City. 

This year Villa received a jubilee 
award in the field of law from the 
UP Alumni Association of Iloilo 
and had been elected to various 
positions in the local chapter of the 
Integrated Bar of the Philippines. 
He isalso an avid golfer. 
Background 

Villa thinks his years in govern- 
ment service will help him in his 
new post. Aside from being Presi- 
dential Assistant for Western 
Visayas (from June 1999 to 
November 2000 and from Jan- 
uary 2001 to August 2004), he 
coordinated the government 
multi-agency program called 
Kalahi and co-hosted a cable TV 
talk show with the local Philip- 
pine Information Agency. 

He studied political science at 
the University of the Philippines 
ойо and law in UP Diliman. 

From 1982 0 1983, he was as- 
sistant vice president for legal 
and administration of Landoil 

^t Jose de Venecia, 


Comfort zone 

He looks forward to 2005 when 
the national office of the Depart- 
ment of Agrarian Reform moves to 
Пойо City, to be near the land re- 
form hot spots in the neighboring 
Negros island. In her speech, the 
President promised to move the of- 
fices of DAR and Department of 
‘Transportation and Communica- 
tion to the Visayas, Villa said he 
wants to be with his family in loi- 
lo, which is his “comfort zone.” 
Agrarian reform advocates said 
they fear that Villa may succumb to 
the landlords’ pressure at a time 
when the comprehensive ag; 
reform program (CARP) is at its fi- 
nal phase. Set to end in 2008 after 


benef 


as the 
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20 years of implementation, CARP 
enters its most difficult phase, the 
acquisition and distribution of pri- 
vate agricultural lands to farmer 
ries. Cara said more than 
10 percent of the 800,000-hectare 
national distribution balance is in 
Negros Occidental, mostly hacien- 
das (sugar estates) owned and con- 
trolled by elite landlord clans such 


Cojuangcos, Cuencas 


Lopezes, Gustilos, Montafiezes, Es- 
pinos and Medados. 
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GROUND ZERO: A big hole is what is left of the World Trade Center today. 


стима 


“Something terrible happened here” 
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said, the fear of a seemingly inevitable 
death in her voice. She was desperately try- 
ing to reach Trixie, an occupational thera- 
pist working ata hospital in Manhattan, 

“Trixie was then on her way to work. 

It was only later, on reaching her of- 
fice, that she heard her mom’s message 
inthe recording machine 

By then, it was too late—the Twin Tow- 
ers had imploded in a billow of dust and 
debris, burying her mom and the others on 
a day that changed the world forever. 

Wilson was on the 79th floor of the 110- 
story tower housing the offices of dozens 
of US and multinational companies 

‘The hijacked plane struck somewhere 
around the 85th floor. 


She lives on ina cassette 

Trixie took home the microcassette. 

‘Today, the tape remains in the Sony 
recorder, displayed on a table beside the 
smiling portraits of Cynthia and a lighted 
yellow candle with an image of the Our 
Lady of Guadalupe in her daughter's 
Manhattan apartment living room. 

Her body was never found, but her 
voice lives on. 

To the families of the victims of the 
Sept. 11 attacks, the depth of their grief 
lies not only in the ruthlessness of the as- 
sault but in its suddenness. 

Relatives lost their loved ones in a 
snap, leaving them without even any 
traces of bodies or belongings to bury—a 
haunting tragedy withouta closure. 

Believe it or not, some still believe 
their loved ones may have somehow sur- 
vived and would show up on their 
doorsteps one day. Each passing day 
chips away that hope and each terrorist 
strike anywhere in the world renews 
Sept. 11 intheir minds. 

165 as though those still missing have 
not really died and yet every terror at- 
tack brings pain. 

1 should know. 1 am Cynthia Motus 
Wilson's youngest sister. 


Aclump of earth 

In Cynthia's case, we tried to replicate 
a burial and an end by burying a scoop of 
earth the family got from Ground Zero. 

‘The ceremony, attended by her fa- 
vorite American Catholic priest, Rev. 
Joseph Irwin, somehow eased our suffer- 
ing but it did not banish our memories of 
her. Maybe, someday, the feeling of suf- 
fering would completely go. 

"To this day, мете still in a state of dis- 
belief, halfimagining that Cynthia was 
just away at work or out getting stuff in. 
the grocery store fora family reunion she 
always organized--a penchant as regu- 
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Jar to her as taking a bath. 

From the 79th floor of the World Trade 
Center (WTC) towers, where she worked 
inan outsourcing company, I could imag- 
ine that she relished the lay of New York 
every day, an American Dream she had 
harbored since childhood. 

Born in Iloilo on Oct. 18, 1948, she 
was the eldest of seven children. In 1986, 
she settled in America with her family 
and later remarried Bill Wilson. 

Ironically, that American dream she 
had realized, symbolized by her working 
in one of the tallest towers in America, 
would also become her graveyard. 

‘The sunny bustling morning of Sept. 11, 
2001 drew in without a hint of disaster. 


Shattered dreams 

Like any other morning, she got up 
and prepared breakfast, with the table 
chatter centering on a house she and Bill 
were planning to buy in Warwick in up- 
state New York. 

Bill accompanied her to the train sta- 
tion, The train arrived, he bade her good- 
bye and she disappeared behind its doors. 

‘About an hour later slightly after 9 a.m., 
she was on the phone and Bill thought her 
sudden call might have something to do 
with the planned house purchase. But по, 
something terrible had happened. 

“She called to tell me that a plane had hit 
and shaken her building,” Bil would recount 
to me later She told him that she was with 
three other women in their 79th floor office, 
which was starting о fil with smoke. 

Apparently, a wall had collapsed, pre- 
venting them from leaving their office 
and forcing them to frantically seek help 
through mobile phones. 

“There is a lot of smoke, what will 1 
do?" she asked, worried. 

“I told her to look for a piece of cloth, 
soak it with water and cover her face," 
Bill said. She replied: “Honey, Ilove you. 
“Ill see you when this is over.’ 


Ringing phone 

Then she called Trixie to tell of the 
hellish disaster that was unraveling be- 
fore her eyes, but no one answered on 
the other end. She spoke into the record- 
ing machine and then hang up. She did 
not tell her daughter that a plane had 
struck the building. 

An uncle living in Queens, New York, 
Rex Betita, next received her distress сай. 

“Our building was hit by a plane. 
We're waiting for help,” she told him, 

‘At that time, my uncle had a better 
grip of what was unfolding. He was 
watching CNN as he talked with her. 

My sister told our uncle that people in 
the building had been advised by some- 
body through the public address system to 
abandon their offices after the first plane 
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ception that she cheated during the 
May 10 presidential election. 

The Palace also saw a silver lining be- 
hind the clouds. 

“The economic problems may have 
weighed down her ratings but a po 
tive 12 percent still shows solid accep- 
tance for the President,” Press Secretary 
Ignacio Bunye said. 

Bunye was reacting to survey results re- 
leased by the Social Weather Stations 
which showed that Ms Arroyos net perfor- 
mance rating had plunged to +12 percent 
in August from +26 in June and +30 in 
March. Net rating is the difference between 
satisfied and dissatisfied respondents. 

‘The SWS said its August survey "shows 
avery strong relationship between dissa 
isfaction with the President and suspicion 
of cheating in the election." 

The survey found that up to 55 per- 
cent of the respondents believed oppo- 
sition presidential candidate Fernando 


Palace appeals 


struck Tower One, where she was in. She 
told him that for unexplained reasons, the 
employees who had left began returning 
to their offices and were unable to leave. 

Then, speaking in Ilonggo, my sister 
told my uncle “Pangadian mo na lang ka- 
mi (Please pray for us)." Then her line 
went dead. 

At that moment, my uncle watched in 
horror as Tower One crumbled down ina. 
fiery crash of metal and concrete. 


Revisiting crashed tower 

A retired office employee, my uncle 
yelled in horror, broke down and wept. 

1 saw the extent of the grief and dam- 
age when I traveled to New York a month 
later with another sister 

Entering a family assistance center set 
up by the New York City government on 
Westside Highway, I saw wives, husbands, 
sons and daughters and friends holding on 
to pictures of the missing and the dead. 

Most were no longer crying and were 
being comforted by a battery of psychia- 
trists, masseurs and counselors. Food 
was overflowing, overseas calls were 
provided for free. Donated stuff toys, let- 
ters of grief and flowers streamed from 
all over a commiserating world. Doctors 
were on standby to provide help. Still, 
grief and shock pervaded the place. 

We were taken aboard a boat for а 15- 
minute ride to Ground Zero, which was still 
smoldering and teeming with rescue workers. 

It was a surreal war zone—an image 
of mountain-high twisted debris, smoke 
and clattering cranes. Everything was 
gray and grimy. There was none of the 
swank high-end business district WTC 
ambiance that had been the pride of 
‘America and the capitalist world. 


Sister in a bottle 

Everywhere we and other victims rela- 
tives turned, firefighters and rescue work- 
ers stopped, took off their hard hats and 
bowed their heads in sympathy. It was for- 
bidden to take any object or debris from the 
area, but days earlier my sister’s husband 
and children were there and it was not hard 
for them to persuade a rescue worker to 
give them a small clump of earth placed in a 
medicine bottle reminder of their pain, 

The bottle was placed in a metal urn, 
which was buried on a chilly, drizzling 
morning of Oct. 5, 2001 at the Gate of 
Heaven cemetery in Valhalla, 25 miles 
north of New York City. 

Asa testament to the cheerful life Cyn- 
thia Wilson had lived and to ease the 
harsh memories of Sept. 11, our family 
placed a reddish granite tombstone to 
mark the grave. 

Aline we lifted from one of her favorite 
poems was her epitaph: “Don't grieve for 
me, but remember me with laughter” 


Poe Jr. and his running mate, Loren 
Legarda, were either definitely or prob- 
ably cheated during the polls 

Malacaang rejected any link between 
the drop in the presidential rating to any 
hanky-panky during the elections. 

"This economic crisis may have 
caused this pessimism,” Bunye said of 
the decline in Ms Arroyo's rating. 


GMA only telling the truth 

"But this (crisis) should not be 
blamed on the President because all 
that the President did was to tell the 
truth about our situation and she is 
looking for solutions to this crisis," Bun- 
ye said in a radio interview. 

“The President was just being candid 
about our fiscal situation. She has solu- 
tions, which with the understanding 
and support of the people, will carry us 
through our difficulties,” he said in a 
separate statement. 

Rejecting the SWS report, Bunye 
said: "I recall that, in a previous survey, 
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Fallout of terror 
attacks still lingers 
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Iraq crossed the symbolic 
1,000 mark—a grim reminder ofthe cost 
of the open-ended war on terror, 

At home, fear ofa fresh attack remains a 
potent force, with regular national alerts, 
simulated security exercises and, in the 
past week, shocking television images of 
the terrorist bombing in Jakarta and mas- 
sacre of schoolchildren in Beslan, Russi 

And on Thursday, US television net- 
‘works showed a video broadcast by al-Qai- 
da number two Ayman al-Zawahiri, vow- 
ing that defeat for US forces in Iraq and 
‘Afghanistan was a matter of time. (See sto- 
ry on PageA10.) 

Zawahiri last appeared in a video 
broadcast almost the same time a year 
ago, on the eve of the second Sept. 11 an- 
niversary, walking with Osama bin 
Laden ina green mountainous area. 

As was the case with the past two an- 
niversaries, New York City will be the fo- 
cus of Saturday's remembrance events, 
with a ceremony at Ground Zero featur- 
ing parents and grandparents reading 
the names of the 2,749 victims of the 
World Trade Center attack. 

The reading will pause at four mo- 
ments: twice to mark the times that each 
plane hit the towers and twice more to 
mark the times each tower fell. 

And later in the evening, in what looks 
set to become an annual tribute, two 
powerful spotlights will send two shafts 
of ight up into the night sky to symbolize 
the fallen twin towers. 

Defense Secretary Donald Rumsfeld 
will lay a wreath at the national Arling- 
ton Cemetery in memory of the 184 peo- 
ple who died when another hijacked 
plane was flown into the Pentagon, 

A fourth airliner carrying 44 people 
crashed in Pennsylvania after passengers 
staged a rebellion against the hijackers. 
Speculation has it that that plane had 
been headed for another target in Wash- 
ington, possibly the White House, 

Despite the horrific memories associ- 
ated with the anniversary, there are 
creasing signs this year that New Yorkers 


and their city have moved on. 

The gaping scar that was Ground Zero 
is now a hive of redevelopment, follow- 
ing the groundbreaking ceremony on Ju- 
ly 4, Independence Day, for the Freedom 
“Tower that will form the centerpiece of 
the reconstructed trade center site. 

‘The city’s economy is back on track after 
three harsh years, with tourist numbers 
back up and small businesses returning in 
force to the lower Manhattan area. 

New York Fashion Week opened 
Wednesday and, for the first time since 
the attacks, will include events on the 
day of the anniversary. 

“think its totally fine that people go to 
shows on Sept. 11,” said Alexandra Mar- 
shall, editor of Daily, the Fashion Week 
newsletter. “It doesn't mean they forget, 
but fashion is a tremendous business and 
people have to go on with their lives.” 

Newspapers have also noted a number 
of couples who intend to get married on 
Saturday 

‘As he did last year, President George W. 
Bush will observe a moment of silence on 
the lawn of the White House at 8:46 a.m. 
(8:46 p.m. in Manila)—the time the first 
plane struck the World Trade Center. 

Bush's Democratic challenger in the Nov 2 
election, John Kerry will attend a commemo- 
ative event in his home town of Boston, 

For Bush, Sept. 11 remains the defin- 
ing moment of his presidency and the 
foundation of his national security poli- 
cy, which he has placed firmly at the cen- 
ter of his election campaign. 

"We have fought the terrorists across the 
earth, not for pride, not for power, but be- 
cause the lives of our citizens are at stake. 
Our strategy 5 clear” Bush told the Republi- 
‘can convention in New York last Saturday. 

While Kerry has focused more on eco- 
nomic and health issues, he has also 
struggled hard to present himself as a 
more effective commander in chief who 
would keep Americans safe. 

Ina Time Magazine poll released Sept. 
2, 24 percent of Americans said the war 
on terror would be their priority issue in 
selecting the next president, while 25 
percent cited the economy. AFP 


NY still trying to dig its 
way out of Ground Zero 


NEW YORK—The two airliners that con- 
verted the twin towers into Ground Zero 
also crushed a neighborhood where 
well-heeled financial center customers 
have been replaced by tourists 

‘The Sept. 11, 2001 attacks left Manhat- 
tan in a $54billion hole, with a loss of 
100,000 jobs and more than a million 
square meters of commercial space, accord- 
ing to the city’s chamber of commerce. 

"The tourists come, they go to that block, 
they look at that hole, maybe they buy 
some of the stuff on the street, and they 
leave," said Renee Rosales-Kopel, director 
of sales for William Barthman, a jeweler 
known in the financial center since 1884. 

The jeweler is one business that has 
suffered the changes in Lower Manhat- 
tan and the absence of the large financial 
companies once located in the World 
“Trade Center, but which moved to other 
parts of the city or New Jersey. 

“We have to start all over,” she said. 

The neighborhood, once the turf of 
high-salaried employees, is now the ter- 
rain of tourists who haggle over Manhat- 
tan's sky-high prices. 

‘Three million persons visited Ground 
Zero in 2003, according to the Down- 
town Alliance, which did little to im- 
prove what Rosales-Kopel called “a very, 
very bad year.” 

She said that in the aftermath of the at- 
tacks, things were better. New Yorkers have 
since forgotten their early commitment to 
shop downtown as a show of patriotism, 

“It’s over,” she said. 


the majority of the people have shown 
acceptance of the results of the election 
and would prefer to move on the more 
urgent task of nation-building.” 

He said allegations about election 
fraud should be left to the Presidential 
Electoral Tribunal, 

The opposition Koalisyon ng 
Nagkakaisang Pilipino (KNP) said the 
SWS survey results backed its con- 
tention that Poe and Legarda were 
robbed of victory. 


Angara: SWS confirmed cheating 

Sen. Edgardo Angara said the survey 
‘only confirmed what everybody 
knows.” He challenged Ms Arroyo to 
reach out to a wide sector of the people. 

“If more than half of the people think 
you are not sitting legitimately in office, 
you'll have a serious problem of credi- 
bility" Angara said іп a phone imer- 
view. “And with a credibility problem, 
no reforms can be effected and made." 

Minonty Leader Sen. Aquilino Pi 


However, area restaurants have bene- 
fited from the walk-in crowds. 

Definitely, things have returned to 
normal,” said Marisa Brown, manager of 
Les Halles restaurant on John Street, 
near Ground Zero. 

“Since Sept. 11, our sales have risen 
solidly,” she said, adding that 2003 sales 
were up about $10,000. 

“People see that the area is flourishing, 
and growing.” 

Even The World of Golf has come 
back, said Steve Winograd, who has 
managed the golf shop since 1999. 

“Business is better, probably more 
than even pre-Sept. 11 right now,” he 
said. 

“Architect Daniel Libeskind, who drew 
plans for construetion on Ground Zero, 
told reporters: “There is a move. People 
are coming back, offices, buildings are 
being transformed into lofts and apart- 
ments, people want to be there and be 
part of the rebuilding process." 

He spoke at a press conference Tues- 
day, four days before a commemoration 
ofthe third anniversary of the attacks, in 
which more than 2,700 people died in 
New York. 

However, a group of businessmen 
wrote a letter to President George W. 
Bush, asking for federal aid for a new 
passenger rail line for the area, 

“Despite major growth in the residen- 
tial sector, the pace of employment re- 
covery has been slow and the area con- 
tinues to suffer economically. АЕР 


Don’t blame GMA for hard times 


mentel Jr. said Ms Arroyo's public state- 
ments that that the government was 
facing a fiscal crisis were meant to cover 
up the real issue, which was her sup- 
posed lack of mandate. 

We feel vindicated,” KNP lawyer Ru- 
fus Rodriguez said in a statement 

Poe and Legarda have filed formal 
protests before the Supreme Court, 
Which acts as the poll tribunal, chal- 
lenging the proclamation of Ms Arroyo 
and Vice President Noli de Castro as the 
election winners. 

Ms Arroyo won over Poe by more 
than one million in the official canvass 
while De Castro beat Legarda by 
700,000 votes. 

Ms Arroyo's allies in Congress rallied 
behind her, 

House Majority Leader Rep. Prospero 
Nograles (Lakas, Davao City) said that 
her ratings were actually "expected to 
go down because she is doing what is 
right and not what is popular.” With a 
report from Christine O. Avendaño 
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'Something terrible happened here' 
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said, the fear of a seemingly inevitable 
death in her voice. She was desperately try- 
ing to reach Trixie, an occupational thera- 
pist working at a hospital in Manhattan. 

‘Trixie was then on her way to work. 

Ie was only later, on reaching her of- 
fice, that she heard her mom’s message 
in the recording machine. 

By then, it was too late—the Twin Tow- 
ers had imploded in a billow of dust and 
debris, burying her mom and the others on 
aday that changed the world forever. 

‘Wilson was on the 79th floor of the 110- 
story tower housing the offices of dozens 
of US and multinational companies. 

‘The hijacked plane struck somewhere 
around the 85th floor. 


She lives on ina cassette 

‘Trixie took home the microcassette. 

Today, the tape remains in the Sony 
recorder, displayed on a table beside the 

ing portraits of Cynthia and a lighted 
yellow candle with an image of the Our 
Lady of Guadalupe in her daughters 
Manhattan apartment living room. 

Her body was never found, but her 
voice lives on. 

То the families of the victims of the 
Sept. 11 attacks, the depth of their grief 
lies not only in the ruthlessness of the as- 
sault but in its suddenness. 

Relatives lost their loved ones in a 
snap, leaving them without even any 
traces of bodies or belongings to bury—a 
haunting tragedy without a closure. 

Believe it or not, some still believe 
their loved ones may have somehow sur- 
vived and would show up on their 
doorsteps one day. Each passing day 
chips away that hope and each terrorist 
strike anywhere in the world renews 
Sept, 11 in their minds. 

Jt as though those still missing have 
not really died and yet every terror at- 
tack brings pain. 

I should know. 1 am Cynthia Motus 
Wilson's youngest sister. 


Aclump of earth 

In Cynthia's case, we tried to replicate 
a burial and an end by burying a scoop of 
earth the family got from Ground Zero. 

The ceremony, attended by her fa- 
vorite American Catholic priest, Rev. 
Joseph Irwin, somehow eased our suffer- 

g but it did not banish our memories of 
her. Maybe, someday, the feeling of suf- 
fering would completely go. 

"To this day, we're stil in a state of dis- 
belief, half-imagining that Cynthia was 
just away at work or out getting stuff in. 
the grocery store fora family reunion she 
always organized—a penchant as regu- 
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lar to heras taking a bath. 

From the 79th floor of the World Trade 
Center (WTC) towers, where she worked 
inan outsourcing company, I could imag- 
ine that she relished the lay of New York 
every day, an American Dream she had 
harbored since childhood. 

Born in Iloilo on Oct. 18, 1948, she 
was the eldest of seven children. In 1986, 
she settled in America with her family 
and later remarried Bill Wilson. 

Ironically, that American dream she 
had realized, symbolized by her working 
in one of the tallest towers in America, 
would also become her graveyard. 

The sunny, bustling morning of Sept. 11, 
2001 drew in without a hint of disaster. 


Shattered dreams 

Like any other morning, she got up 
and prepared breakfast, with the table 
chatter centering on a house she and Bill 
were planning to buy in Warwick in up- 
state New York. 

Bill accompanied her to the train sta- 
tion. The train arrived, he bade her good- 
bye and she disappeared behind its doors. 

About an hour later, slightly after 9 a.m., 
she was on the phone and Bill thought her 
sudden call might have something to do 
with the planned house purchase. But no, 
something terrible had happened. 

“She called to tell me that a plane had hit 
and shaken her building,” Bill would recount 
to me later She told him that she was with 
three other women in their 79th floor office, 
which was starting to fill with smoke. 

Apparently, a wall had collapsed, pre- 
venting them from leaving their office 
and forcing them to frantically seek help 
through mobile phones. 

“There is a lot of smoke, what will 1 
do?" she asked, worried. 

“L told her to look for a piece of cloth, 
soak it with water and cover her face,” 
Bill said. She replied: “Honey, I love you. 
“Ш see you when this is over.” 


Ringing phone 

Then she called Trixie to tell of the 
hellish disaster that was unraveling be- 
fore her eyes, but no one answered on 
the other end. She spoke into the record- 
ing machine and then hang up. She did 
not tell her daughter that a plane had 
struck the building. 

An uncle living in Queens, New York, 
Rex Berita, next received her distress call. 

“Our building was hit by a plane. 
We're waiting for help,” she која him. 

At that time, my uncle had a better 
grip of what was unfolding. He was 
watching CNN as he talked with her. 

My sister told our uncle that people in 
the building had been advised by some- 
body through the public address system to 
abandon their offices after the first plane 
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ception that she cheated during the 
May 10 presidential election. 

The Palace also sawa silver lining be- 
hind the clouds. 

"The economic problems may have 
weighed down her ratings but a posi 
tive 12 percent still shows solid accep- 
tance for the President," Press Secretary 
Ignacio Bunye said. 

Bunye was reacting to survey results re- 
leased by the Social Weather Stations 
which showed that Ms Arroyo's net perfor- 
‘mance rating had plunged to +12 percent 
in August from +26 in June and +30 in 
March. Net rating is ће difference between 
satisfied and dissatisfied respondents. 

TheSWS said its August survey "shows 
a very strong relationship between dissat- 
isfaction with the President and suspicion 
of cheating in the election.” 

The survey found that up to 55 per- 
cent of the respondents believed oppo- 
sition presidential candidate Fernando 


Palace appeals 


struck Tower One, where she was in. She 
told him that for unexplained reasons, the 
‘employees who had left began returning 
to their offices and were unable to leave. 

Then, speaking in Ilonggo, my sister 
told my uncle “Pangadian mo na lang ka- 
mi (Please pray for us).” Then her line 
went dead. 

At that moment, my uncle watched in 
horror as Tower One crumbled down ina 
fiery crash of metal and concrete. 


Revisiting crashed tower 

A retired office employee, my uncle 
yelled in horror, broke down and wept. 

Isaw the extent of the grief and dam- 
age when I traveled to New York a month 
later with another sister. 

Entering a family assistance center set 
up by the New York City government on 
‘Westside Highway, 1 saw wives, husbands, 
sons and daughters and friends holding on 
to pictures of the missing and the dead. 

‘Most were no longer crying and were 
being comforted by a battery of psychia- 
trists, masseurs and counselors. Food 
was overflowing, overseas calls were 
provided for free. Donated stuff toys, let- 
ters of grief and flowers streamed from 
all over a commiserating world. Doctors 
were on standby to provide help. Still, 
grief and shock pervaded the place. 

We were taken aboard a boat for а 15- 
minute ride to Ground Zero, which was still 
smoldering and teeming with rescue workers. 

It was a surreal war zone—an image 
of mountain-high twisted debris, smoke 
and clattering cranes. Everything was 
gray and grimy. There was none of the 
swank -end business district WTC 
ambiance that had been the pride of 
‘America and the capitalist world. 


Sister in a bottle 

Everywhere we and other victims’ rela- 
tives tumed, firefighters and rescue work- 
ет stopped, took off their hard hats and 
bowed their heads in sympathy. It was for- 
bidden to take any object or debris from the 
area, but days earlier my sisters husband 
and children were there and it was not hard 
for them to persuade a rescue worker to 
give them a small chump of earth placed ina 
medicine bottie—a reminder of their pain. 

The bottle was placed in a metal urn, 
which was buried on a chilly, drizzling 
morning of Oct. 5, 2001 at the Gate of 
Heaven cemetery in Valhalla, 25 miles 
north of New York City. 

‘Asa testament to the cheerful life Cyn- 
thia Wilson had lived and to ease the 
harsh memories of Sept. 11, our family 
placed a reddish granite tombstone to 
mark the grave. 

Aline we lifted from one of her favorite 
poems was her epitaph: “Don't grieve for 
me, but remember me with laughter” 


Poe Jr. and his running mate, Loren 
Legarda, were either definitely or prob- 
ably cheated during the polls. 

Malacahang rejected any link between 
the drop in the presidential rating to any 
hanky-panky during the elections. 

"This economic crisis may have 
caused this pessimism,” Bunye said of 
the decline in Ms Arroyo's rating. 


GMA only telling the truth 

"Bur this (crisis) should not be 
blamed on the President because all 
that the President did was to tell the 
truth about our situation and she is 
looking for solutions to this crisis,” Bun- 
ye said ina radio interview. 

“The President was just being candid 
about our fiscal situation. She has solu- 
tions, which with the understanding 
and support of the people, will carry us 
through our difficulties,” he said in a 
separate statement. 

Rejecting the SWS report, Bunye 

recall that, in a previous survey, 
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Fallout of terror 
attacks still lingers 


From page Al 


Iraq crossed the symbolic 
1,000 mark—a grim reminder of the cost 
of the open-ended war on terror. 

Athome, fear of a fresh attack remains a 
potent force, with regular national alerts, 
simulated security exercises and, in the 
past week, shocking television images of 
the terrorist bombing in Jakarta and mas- 
sacre of schoolchildren in Beslan, Russia. 

‘And on Thursday, US television net- 
works showed а video broadcast by al-Qai- 
da number two Ayman al-Zawahiri, vow- 
ing that defeat for US forces in Iraq and 
Afghanistan was a matter of time. (See sto- 
туопРавеА10) 

Zawahiri last appeared in a video 
broadcast almost the same time a year 
ago, on the eve of the second Sept. 11 an- 
niversary, walking with Osama bin 
Laden in а green mountainous area. 

As was the case with the past two an- 
niversaries, New York City will be the fo- 
cus of Saturday's remembrance events, 
with a ceremony at Ground Zero featur- 
ing parents and grandparents reading 
the names of the 2,749 victims of the 
World Trade Center attack. 

‘The reading will pause at four mo- 
‘ments: twice to mark the times that each 
plane hit the towers and twice more to 
mark the times each tower fell 

And later in the evening, in what looks 
set to become an annual tribute, two 
powerful spotlights will send two shafts 
of ight up into the night sky to symbolize 
the fallen twin towers. 

Defense Secretary Donald Rumsfeld 
will lay a wreath at the national Arling- 
ton Cemetery in memory of the 184 peo- 
ple who died when another hijacked 
plane was flown into the Pentagon. 

A fourth airliner carrying 44 people 
crashed in Pennsylvania after passengers 
staged a rebellion against the hijackers. 
Speculation has it that that plane had 
been headed for another target in Wash- 
ington, possibly the White House. 

Despite the horrific memories associ- 
ated with the anniversary, there are in- 
creasing signs this year that New Yorkers 


and their city have moved on, 

The gaping scar that was Ground Zero 
is now a hive of redevelopment, follow- 
ing the groundbreaking ceremony on Ju- 
ly 4, Independence Day, for the Freedom 
Tower that will form the centerpiece of 
the reconstructed trade center site. 

The city’s economy is back on track after 
three harsh years, with tourist numbers 
back up and small businesses returning in 
force to the lower Manhattan area. 

New York Fashion Week opened 
Wednesday and, for the first time since 
the attacks, will include events on the 
day of the anniversary. 

"I think its totally fine that people go to 
shows on Sept. 11,” said Alexandra Mar- 
shall, editor of Daily, the Fashion Week 
newsletter, "Ir doesn't mean they forget, 
but fashion is а tremendous business and 
people have to go on with their lives.” 

Newspapers have also noted a number 
of couples who intend to get married on 
Saturday. 

As he did last year, President George МЕ 
Bush will observe a moment of silence on 
the lawn of the White House at 8:46 a.m. 
(8:46 p.m. in Manila)—the time the first 
plane struck the World Trade Center. 

Bush's Democratic challenger in the Nov. 2 
lection, John Kerry will attend a commemo- 
rative event in his home town of Boston. 

For Bush, Sept. 11 remains the defin- 
ing moment of his presidency and the 
foundation of his national security poli- 
cy, which he has placed firmly at the cen- 
terof his election campaign. 

“We have fought the terrorists across the 
earth, not for pride, not for power, but be- 
cause the lives of our citizens are at stake. 
Our strategy is clear,” Bush told the Republi- 
can convention in New York last Saturday. 

While Kerry has focused more on eco- 
nomic and health issues, he has also 
struggled hard to present himself as a 
more effective commander in chief who 
would keep Americans safe. 

Ina Time Magazine poll released Sept. 
2, 24 percent of Americans said the war 
оп terror would be their priority issue in 
selecting the next president, while 25 
percent cited the economy. ‘AFP 


NY still trying to dig its 
way out of Ground Zero 


NEW YORK—The two airliners that con- 
verted the twin towers into Ground Zero 
also crushed a neighborhood where 
well-heeled financial center customers 
have been replaced by tourists. 

‘The Sept. 11, 2001 attacks left Manhat- 
tan in a $S4-billion hole, with a loss of 
100,000 jobs and more than a million 
square meters of commercial space, accord- 
ing to the city’s chamber of commerce. 

"The tourists come, they go to that block, 
they look at that hole, maybe they buy 
some of the stuff on the street, and they 
leave,” said Renee Rosales-Kopel, director 
of sales for William Barthman, a jeweler 
known in the financial center since 1884. 

‘The jeweler is one business that has 
suffered the changes in Lower Manhat- 
tan and the absence of the large financial 
companies once located in the World 
‘Trade Center, but which moved to other 
parts of the city or New Jersey. 

"We have to start all over,” she said. 

The neighborhood, once the turf of 
high-salaried employees, is now the ter- 
rain of tourists who haggle over Manhat- 
tan's sky-high prices. 

Three million persons visited Ground 
Zero in 2003, according to the Down- 
town Alliance, which did little to im- 
prove what Rosales-Kopel called “a very, 
very bad year.” 

She said that in the aftermath of the at- 
tacks, things were better. New Yorkers have 
since forgotten their early commitment to 
shop downtown as a show of patriotism. 

“It’s over,” she said. 


the majority of the people have shown 
acceptance of the results of the election 
and would prefer to move on the more 
urgent task of nation-building.” 

He said allegations about election 
fraud should be left to the Presidential 
Electoral Tribunal. 

The opposition Koalisyon ng 
Nagkakaisang Pilipino (KNP) said the 
SWS survey results backed its con- 
tention that Poe and Legarda were 
robbed of victory. 


Angara: SWS confirmed cheating 
Sen. Edgardo Angara said the survey 
“only confirmed what everybody 
knows.” He challenged Ms Arroyo to 
reach out toa wide sector of the people. 
"lf more than half of the people think 
you are not sitting legitimately in office, 
you'll have a serious problem of credi- 
bility” Angara said in a phone inter- 
view. "And with a credibility probl 
no reforms can be effected and made.” 
Minority Leader Sen. Aquilino РЕ 


However, area restaurants have bene- 
fited from the walk-in crowds. 

"Definitely, things have returned to 
normal,” said Marisa Brown, manager of 
Les Halles restaurant on John Street, 
near Ground Zero. 

“Since Sept. 11, our sales have risen 
solidly,” she said, adding that 2003 sales 
were up about $10,000. 

“People see that the area is flourishing 
and growing." 

Even The World of Golf has come 
back, said Steve Winograd, who has 
managed the golf shop since 1999. 

“Business is better, probably more 
than even pre-Sept. 11 right now,” he 
said. 

‘Architect Daniel Libeskind, who drew 
plans for construction on Ground Zero, 
told reporters: “There is a move. People 
are coming back, offices, buildings are 
being transformed into lofts and apart- 
ments, people want to be there and be 
part of the rebuilding process.” 

He spoke at a press conference Tues- 
day, four days before a commemoration 
of the third anniversary of the attacks, in 
which more than 2,700 people died in 
New York. 

However, a group of businessmen 
wrote a letter to President George W. 
Bush, asking for federal aid for a new 
passenger гай line for the area. 

“Despite major growth in the residen- 
tial sector, the pace of employment re- 
covery has been slow and the area con- 
tinuesto suffer economically. АЕР 


Don’t blame GMA for hard times 


mentel Jr. said Ms Arroyo's public state- 
ments that that the government was 
facing a fiscal crisis were meant to cover 
up the real issue, which was her sup- 
posed lack of mandat 

"We fee! vindicated,” KNP lawyer Ru- 
fus Rodriguez said in a statement, 

Poe and Legarda have filed formal 
protests before the Supreme Court, 
which acts as the poll tribunal, chal- 
lenging the proclamation of Ms Arroyo 
and Vice President Noli de Castro as the 
election winners. 

Ms Arroyo won over Poe by more 
than one million in the official canvass 
while De Castro beat Legarda by 
700,000 votes. 

Ms Arroyo's allies in Congress rallied 
behind her. 

House Majority Leader Rep. Prospero 
Nograles (Lakas, Davao Ciry) said that 
her ratings were actually "expected to 
go down because she is doing what is 
right and not what is popular.” With a 
report from Christine O. Avendario 
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Gas leak downs 26 Pasig students 


с 


Metro policemen lug their bags on their way to Subic, Zambales not for sun, surf, and sand, but to undergo one month of rigid retraining ata 


Philippine National Police facility there. (Story on Page A4) 


Murder charge “a fabrication'—DILG Usec 


By Nelson FFlores 


DEPARTMENT of Interior and Local Govern- 
ment Undersecretary Melchor Rosales yester- 
day labeled as a “fabrication” criminal 
charges filed in the Office of the Ombudsman 
the other day against his superior, Interior 
Secretary Angelo Reyes. 

‘The complainant, Rosalie Ramoso, is the 
sister of Rogelio and Ronaldo Ramoso, sus- 
pected kidnappers killed by National Anti- 
Kidnapping Task Force (NAKTF) agents in an 
encounter in Mabitac, Laguna last December 
31. Reyes was the former head of the NAKTE. 

in her multiple murder complaint, Ms 
Ramoso claimed that the murder of Lilia Diaz, 


Fraud charge 
hounds singer 


By Tina Santos 


A BUSINESSMAN yesterday filed a charge of 
falsification of public documents in the Que- 
zon City Prosecutor's Office against singer 
and bus operator Claire de la Fuente over the 
ownership of a bus. 

Santiago Maniago said his Nissan bus had 
been registered under the names of his two 
children. He claimed that De la Fuente prod- 
ded one of his sons to transfer its ownership to 
her name so he could get a franchise permit. 

Dela Fuente then allegedly claimed owner- 
ship of the bus. Reached for comment, De la 
Fuente's secretary said her employer was not 
available as she had a singing engagement. 


finance executive at the Ninoy Aquino Inter- 
national Airport, was among the reasons her 
brothers were killed. The brothers were re- 
portedly hired to get rid of Diaz. 

Reyes’ legal counsels recently filed a mo- 
tion before the Office of the Ombudsman to 
expedite the resolution of the case, Rosales 
said, adding that Ms Ramoso could not back 
upher claims. 

Opposition Senator Edgardo Angara, on 
the other hand, said Reyes, should take a 
leave of absence until an investigative body 
clears him of the charge 

“Without presuming his (Reyes') guilt, he 
must clear himself very quickly,” Angara said. 

With Christine O. Avendaño 


No topless workers 


‘TOPLESS construction workers have no place 
in the streets. 

Metropolitan Manila Development Authority 
Chair Bayani Fernando yesterday said workers 
who are exposed to the public should follow a 
certain code of conduct while doing their duties. 

Fernando said that construction companies 
are made to sign an agreement that their 
workers would observe specific rules before 
the MMDA grants them their permit. 

Workers should be made to abide by stan- 
dard safety requirements like wearing protec- 
tive clothing, he added 

"They also cannot loaf around and sit idle dur- 
ing working hours," Femando stressed, adding that 
laborers should wear the proper clothing. "At no 
point should they go topless,” Femando said. The 
permits of companies that refuse to heed the MM- 
DA warnings would be revoked. Margaux С. Ortiz 


Gov't cheated on cigarette taxes 


THE GOVERNMENT need 
not pass new tax Јам to 
avert the feared fiscal cri- 
sis. 

All it has to do is whip the 
Bureau of Internal Revenue 
and the Bureau of Customs 
into collecting the right 
amount of taxes and du- 
ties. 

The BIR, particularly, is remiss in doing 
its job of collecting taxes due the govern- 
ment. 

Tor example, the BIR reports that the annu- 
al sale of cigarettes is P80 billion yearly. 

‘The ad valorem tax on the sale of cigarettes 
should have been one half of the gross sales, 
meaning P40 billion yearly. 

But why is it that the BIR collects only P3 
billion annually from the sale of 
cigarettes? 

In other words, the government is cheated 
of P37 billion yearly on the sale of cigarettes. 


Ramon 
Tulfo 


The government shouid disseminate to all 
domestic helpers in the country the benefits 
they will derive from a law that protects their 
rights. 

The law, known as the Magna Carta of Do- 
mestic Helpers, was authored by Cagayan 
Rep. Jack Enrile. 

Little is known about the Jack Enrile law. 

‘That's why the young Enrile was boiling 
mad when he learned about the maltreatment 
of Sonia Bernardino, 47. 

Her former employer, Dolores Ikamen of 
Barangay Magdalo, Bahayang Pag-asa, Ипи, 


Cavite is being accused of 
the misdeed. 

Ikamen allegedly placed a 
hot iron—in Tagalog, 
pinalantsa--on the right 
and left forearm (not shoul- 
ders as earlier reported in 
thisspace) and right thigh of 
Bernardino. 

It was a punishment for 
the housemaid for not immediately comply- 
ing with her employer's instructions. 

Although the incident happened last year, 
Bernardino is still in a state of shock. 

Enrile has promised to provide lawyers for 
Bernardino free of charge. 

А new law on shipping—Republic Act 
9295—transfers the safety regulatory func- 
tions from the Coast Guard to the Maritime 
Industry Authority or Marina. This law is also 
known as the Domestic Shipping Act of 2004. 

‘Among such functions are issuing safety 
certificates and boarding domestic vessels. 

‘They now belong to Marina. 

This is а mistake since the Coast Guard 
should be tasked with enforcing safety at sea 
among domestic vessels. 

The Marina should be assigned the task of 
laying down policies that promote economic 
aspects of shipping. 

"There's a big difference between maritime 
safety and maritime development. 

This is according to Vice Adm. Arthur 
Gosingan, Coast Guard commandant. 

Safety at sea should be the job of the Coast 
Guard and not of Marina. 


seeded 


Pasig Mayor Vicente Eusebio, said!” 
the City Environment and Natu-- 
ral Resources Office is conducting 
an investigation ofthe incident. _, 

Chemphil spokesperson Pearl-7- 
Angelie Laurea told the INQUIRER. 
that a scheduled “maintenance: 
activity” was done in the plant 7 
yesterday morning. 

Laurea added that Chemphil > 
would resume work only until?” 
they are given a clearance by a 
multi-partite monitoring team. 

The team is composed of per- 
sonnel from the Department of ~* 
Natural Resources, the Depart- 
mentof Health, a safety and sani 
tation staff from city hall, and cit- 
izens environment groups... 

The team was formed in 2001 
after a similar complaint was ге- 
portedly filed against the chemi- 
cal plant. 

Ina text message sent to the IN- 
оште later, Laurea said that 
“Chemphil is a group of compa- 
nies. Not all companies under 
Chemphil had been identified 
with the incident this morning, 
only the LMG Chemicals Corp, 
that is engaged in the manufac- 
ture of sulphuric acid." 

Early last year, Former Pasig 
Mayor Soledad Eusebio had or- 
dered the closure of another gas 
factory for allegedly emitting tox- 
ic fumes, resulting in the near fa- 
tal poisoning of at least 14 per- 
sons, mostly children, residents 
of a densely populated communi- 
тупе city. 


By Margaux C. Ortiz 
and Nancy С. Carvajal 


CLASSES were suspended at the 
San Joaquin Elementary School 
in Pasig City yesterday when stu- 
dents complained of nausea and 
coughs believed to have been 
caused by toxic emissions from a 
nearby chemicals factory. 

Sr Supt. Emesto Catungal, 
Pasig police chief, said gas fumes 
from ChemPhil disrupted classes 
around 7:20 a.m. 

The factory is located a kilome- 
ter away from the school. Anoth- 
er plant, Alcochem, is also nearby, 
but it had closed down in 1998. 

‘Twenty-three students were 
brought toa nearby health center 
for treatment, while three were 
taken to the Pasig City General 
Hospital. 

“The parents of the children 
overreacted, leading to the sus- 
pension of classes,” Catungal 
said, adding that the entire inci- 
dent lasted for only 30 minutes. 

Ligaya Banaag, school prin 
pal, said students with classes on 
the third, fourth and fifth floors 
of the five story building were the 
most affected by the smell that 
she described as “a strong, sul- 
phur-like odor." 

She added that classes had to 
be cancelled at around 8:30 a.m. 
because parents of the students 
began to panic, and she had 
‘wanted to avoid a stampede. 

Arnold Rodriguez, aide of 
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Noong tinukso ako nina kuya 
hanggang sa maiyak na 'ko, 

at nagkatakutan sa “haunted room” 
ng bahay n'yo. 

Noong nadapa, naumpog at 

hinabol ng aso, 

o basta gusto ko ng extra candy 

at di nakatingin si Mommy. 


Kayo, Lola, yung laging tinatawag ko, 
kasi lagi tayong kampi. 


Ngayon, kahit nasa abroad na kayo, 
tatawag pa rin ako para i-greet kayo 
ng Happy Grandparents' Day. 

Sa Globe IDD 404 a minute, 

sagot ko naman ang tawag na ito. 


———— PRESTR IEEE 
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This GRANDPARENTS’ DAY, let them know you haven't forgotten with 
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Divine’ basket rescues Knights 


‘TOP MVP candidate Noy Javier (left) of 
Perpetual Help harasses Francis Albert Cruz of 
San Bedain their game yesterday. for ноншло 


Lions forge 
sudden death, 
too, vs Altas 


By Jasmine W. Payo 
started crying. But no way 

I would the defending champi- 
ons bid the NCAA crown goodbye 
this early. 

‘And neither would the San Beda Lions walk 
‘out of the season so soon. 

Letran, given up for lost, survived and won af- 
ter Jonathan Aldave nailed a three-pointer with 
only 32 seconds left to stun the No. 2 seed 
Philippine Christian University Dolphins, 65-64, 
and force a knockout for the Finals slots in the 
80th NCAA senior basketball tournament yester- 
day atthe Araneta Coliseum. 

“That was Divine intervention. In the last 
minute, the team was already crying. Pero 
sinasabi namin di pa tapos (But we told ourselves 
it wasn't over yet) said ecstatic Letran coach 
Louie Alas after halting PCUS seven-game win- 
ning streak in dramatic fashion. 

Less dramatic but similarly significant was San 
Bede's 5748 dismissal of top-seed Perpetual 
Help as Jeff Bombeo and rookie Yousif Aljamal 
combined for 25 points to lift the Lions past the 
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1 kotangan Koy kaw by Rogina Volguoz 
4. Run To Youby Wty Houston 
Ў Want Fallin Lov by Nat King Colo 

А By Miren by Ere Carmen 

Saving Аму Lov For You by Whiney Houston 
Í$ The Way You Lock Tonight by Frank Sinatra 
X Beaihody Foi Ha 

Crazy Lilo Thing Сега Love by Eve 
{Alt Got You by Alla Kays 

Natal Woman by Anito Раил. 
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Alas, who were playing without key player 


Vladimir Joe. 
GAMES WEDNESDAY 
Rial Coliseum) 
11:302.m.—San Beda 
1. vs St. Benilde (Jrs) 
*2p.m—San Beda 
vs Perpetual (Srs) 
*4pm—Letran 
vS PCU (58) 
6pm—Letran 
s PCU (Jrs) 
“Liveon Studio 23 


“Our emphasis has 
always been defense 
and we showed it in 
the third quarter when 
we limited them to on- 
ly two points,” said Li- 
ons coach Мат 
Racela. 

Letran’s JP Alcaraz 
topscored with 15 
points, while rookie 
Mark Andaya added 
14, 


ie n 
т Kada 
Ни 
oe 


For more themes, 


POP COVERS BY JASMINE 


101157 {STILL BELIEVE: 
101158 IF IANT GOT You 
101150 NATURAL WOMAN 
101160 YOU CANT HURRY LOVE 


оном та: 


J укн! 
E Ма st he SMART WAP sheat 


пр /wopsmar.com ph 
Cid. on Ama Sl. 
on Handset Themes 
Kon jme Tas. 
оге Phone pt 


ext TEMES to 211, 


CALLER RINGTUNES 


101190. CRAZY LITTLE THING CALLED LOVE 


POTERE TN. 


цо 


Sim 


The Knights were preparing to head for the 
exit after Robert Sanz drained his charities in the 
last 12 seconds for a 64-62 PCU lead. 

But Boyet Bautista dribbled the length of the 
coun, drove down the middle to draw the de- 
fense to him, then made a mighty kick-off pass to 
the waiting Aldave who delivered the nights 
most dramatic basket, 

The Knights, playing minus star guard Ronjay 
Enrile, who served out a one-game suspension 
for allegedly choking San Sebastian’s Leo Najor- 
da, trailed most of the game. 

Letran scored five straight points to bite into a 
55-62 deficit in the final two minutes. 

San Beda opened the second half with a 9-0 
charge for a 37-29 advantage, as Perpetual strug- 
gled offensively without Joe, (average 12 ppg), 
and finished with only two points in the third pe- 
riod, the lowest points scored in one quarter for 
the season. 

"The Lions remained unstoppable in the final 
period as they erected a 15-рой buffer, 50-35, 


midway in the fourth quarter. 
:DIVINEYA23 
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STANDINGS W L| 
Ateneo 
-RU 
` La Salle 
UE 
UP 
Adamson 
UST 
NU 
GAMES TODAY 
(Araneta Coliseum) 
11:30am —Adamson 
vs UST (Jrs) 
*2pm—Adamson 
‘vs UST (Srs) 
арт Atano 
Ys FEU (S) 
"Lion Studio 23 


2007 ABC 


INTENSITY is expected to soar sky- 
high when defending champion Far 
Easten Tamaraws and the Ateneo 
Eagles wrestle for the top spot in the 
UAAP senior basketball tournament 
today at the Araneta Coliseum. 

To the winner goes the enviable 
twice-to-beat advantage and the rel- 
atively easier task of facing fourth- 
seed University of the East in the 
semifinals. 

Woe to the loser as it will still have 
to clash with the streaking La Salle 
Archers in a playoff for the No. 2 
spot. 

“We need this. If we win, it will be 
the first time for us to top the stand- 
ings because it has been Ateneo all 
the way. And we want to enter the 


could be 
ticket to 
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SPORTS 
Pressure high in Ateneo-FEU clash 


Final Four on a winning note,” said 
FEU coach Koy Banal. 

Ts not however a matter of who 
wants it more, but who could handle 
the pressure better. 

Ateneo mentor Sandy Arespa- 
cochaga is also pumped up for to- 
days crucial matchup. "We're look- 
ing forward to it, we're excited 
about it,"he said. 

Inthe other senior game, the Uni- 
versity of Sto. Tomas Tigers try to 
score their first win in the second 
round against the similarly skidding. 
Adamson Falcons at 1:30 p.m. 

Ateneo triumphed over FEU, 67- 
64, in their first round encounter via 
another clutch three-pointer from 
playmaker LA Tenorio. 


Eagles forward Doug Kramer will 
serve his pne-game suspension to- 
day after being slapped two un- 
sportsmanlike fouls. 

Sans Kramer, the rebounding 
chores for the Eagles will fall heavily 
оп the slam-dunking JC Intal, Paolo 
Bugia and 6-foot-5 sophomore 
Claiford Arao. 

The Tamaraws will again draw 
firepower from MVP race pacesetter 
Arwind Santos, versatile Mark Isip 
and playmaker Etok Miranda. 

Meanwhile, the playoff match be- 
tween La Salle and the loser of the 
Ateneo-FEU clash on Tuesday has 
been moved to Araneta Coliseum at 
3:30 p.m. It was originally set at 
Philsports. Jasmine W. Payo 
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Olympics 


THE PHILIPPINES needs the vital ingredients, like private 
funding and government support, if it hopes to host the 
Asian Basketball Confederation championships in 2007, 
which could provide a ticket for the national basketball 


MEMBERS of the 1972 RP Olympic team in Munich: Clockwise from top 
left: Jimmy Mariano, former Sen.Freddie Webb, the late Rogelio Melencio 
and Ed Ocampo, and three-time PBA MVP Bogs Adornado (center). 


team to the 2008 Beijing Olympics. 


Former ABC secretary-general 
Mauricio “Moying” Martelino is of- 
fering this advice to the Basketball 
Association of the Philippines if ever 
the country makes a bid to host the 
event three years from now. 

By rough estimate, the host coun- 
try will have to cough up at least P6 
million to carry out a tournament of 
such magnitude, something the 
government and the private sector 
Could possibly bring to fruition, 
Martelino told the идна. 

"The government will have to 
come in and lend the organizers a 


hand while the private sector 
should give its share on the finan- 
dal side of the hosting.” said 
Martelino, who spearheaded the 
country’s ABC hosting in 1973. 

‘As executive director of the 
Manila ABC 21 years ago, 
Martelino had a grip оп the nitty- 
gritty of handling the affairs of the 
tournament, from billeting and 
transportation of the players and 
officials to the event proper itself. 

“We did it before, I see no reason 
why we can't do it again. Though 1 
admit the task ahead wouldn't be 


‘easy, the Manila hosting of the ABC 
can be done,” said Martel 

The ABC serves as the qualifying 
tournament to the World Champi- 
onships and the Olympics. The top 
two teams in the event will auto- 
matically clinch the slots reserved 
for Asian countries. 

The Philippine Basketball Associ- 
ation and the BAP are scheduled to 
sit down next week to possibly 
work out a viable program for the 
national team to hurdle the odds in 
the ABC and eam a retum ticket to 
the World Championships and the 
Olympics. 

‘The RP dribblers last saw action 
in the Olympics during the 1972 
Munich Games, two years before 
they also had a farewell appearance 
in the 1974 World Basketball 
Championships in Puerto Rico 
where they finished 13th. 


led by Jimmy Mariano, Ed 
Ocampo, Narciso Bernardo, Roge- 
lio Melencio, Freddie Webb, Danilo 
Florencio, Adriano Papa and Bogs 
Адотадо, the RP basketball team 
bowed out in the climination round 
of the 1972 Olympic Games. 

The team lost majority of its 
games but exacted revenge over 
Japan, which humbled it in the 
1971 Tokyo ABC, and beat Egypt by 
default. 

Martelino stressed that the coun- 
try should пу to impress ABC offi- 
cals to clinch the hosting. 

He explained that the proposal of 
hosting the ABC should zero in on 
the handling and scheduling of the 
games, hotel and accommodation 
of the teams and officials, trans- 
portation, game and practice 
‘venues, security and the coverage 
of the games. 


PSC limits facelifting of SEAG venues 


By Marc Anthony Reyes 


DRASTIC cuts in the cost of repairs mean the 
refurbishing of government-owned facilities 
tobe used in the 2005 Southeast Asian Games 
will be limited to the “basic requirements.” 
Philippine Sports Commission chair Eric 
Buhain made this darifcation yesterday as he sin- 
gled out the Rizal Memorial Sports Complex and 
Philsports as priority venues to undergo facelift. 
‘The Philippine SEAG Organizing Committee 
will meet on Wednesday to discuss venues and 
cost of repairs, which the agency earlier estimat- 
ed to run up to P406 million. The amount is on 


top of the P100 million projected cost of equip- 
ment. 

“Absolutely, there will be cuts in the budget as 
much as possible, but not to sacrifice the basic re- 
‘quirement, because they are important,” said 
Buhain without mentioning how much he would 
drag the budget down. 

‘This came after Philippine Olympic Committee 
president Celso Dayrit announced that the opera- 
tional cost of the SEAG, previously pegged at 
P500 million, will be reduced by half. 

The PSC is singling out the Ninoy Aquino Sta- 
dium as the first priority for repairs because of the 
damagesit has suffered through the years. 


But there will be works needed for the track 
and field oval, spruced only last year when it host- 
ед the Asian athletics championships. It was the 
site of the opening ceremonies during the coun- 
try'stwo previous hostings їп 1981 and 1991. 

The SEAG Federation will hold its final meet- 
ing on Oct. 11-12 to discuss, among others, the 
events to be included in each sports discipline and 
their respective venues. 

PSC sources said it helped a lot that at least 15 
of the spons disciplines will be held outside Metro 
Manila which would spread the demands of 
spons facilities. Subic Bay Freeport, Cebu City 
and Bacolod will host five eventseach. 


1 SAW how Nadia Petrova demolished Jus- 
tine Henin-Hardenne on Tuesday night on 
Dream Satellite TV 1 couldn't care less if Na- 
dia has made it to the next round by the time 
this piece comes out. I wrote this in advance 
to fulfill a commitment in the country. What 
Ido care, want to remember, was how Nadia 
put away Justine in two sets: Merciless, to 
put it mildly. 

‘The score told it all: 6-3, 62. 

Iwas all set to hit the sack when I decided 
to make a “once over” for the TV shows that 
night. I was a bit tired from three major 
schedules that day—a stint at the PBA 
Chairman's Cup at Wack Wack, what with 
Andy Jao, Ed Picson and Dr. John Lim of Red 
Bull Barako as my flightmates. It wasn't only 
fun, it was a riot. Dr. Lim, a noted surgeon at 
the Chinese General Hospital, was loaded 
with jokes and he really traded rib-ticklers 
with Dr. J in wild abandon. Ed and I had the 
laugh of our lives for almost 18 holes. From 
Wack Wack, 1 had to attend two more me 
ings with nice people I haven't seen for quite 
a while, Thus, when I got home at about 10 
p.m. after hitting the road at 5:30 a.m., Ifig- 
ured | had only one good eye; the other one 
was barely open. 

‘And now this, suddenly right before my 
eyes, the Petrova-Henin-Hardenne duel on 
тү 

“Hey, this was the fourth round of the US 
Open ladies, the final major of the tennis 
season. And Petrova, the tall Russian, was 
making mincemeat of Henin-Hardenne. 

Tasked myself: Is this for real? I mean, are 


Russian invasion 


SPECTATOR 


A 


[ 75 


my eyes still really OK? Is Petrova—who is 
she, anyway?—ahead and making a school 
girl out of Henin-Hadenne? 

Look, Petrova is a mere No. 14. Henin- 
Hardenne is the defending champion, the 
No. 1 player in the world. Petrova, at 22, 
hasn't won a WTA Tour singles title 

Henin-Hardenne is the tournament top 
secd, the winner of a bundle already. And 
yet, here she was, scrambling for points 
against a Russian nondescript, whose fore- 
hands had theslash of a samurai, backhands 
the speed of sound. 

What's happening, Martina? Billie? Steffi? 

What's happening, Pete? Bjorn? Jimmy? 

Even George W. Bush has no answer to 
that, 1 guess. 

Ir would have been allright if Petrova had 
pulled out a thriller, a dramatic win such as 
а diffhanger or something. But, son of a 
beach, none of that happened. 

Petrova played as though she was the 
teacher and not the student, won as though 
she was the one with a doctorate and not the 
undergrad. 

Move over reality, make way for fantasy. 

Are the Russians really coming, or have 


ALS. Mendoza 


they actually arrived? 

Anastasia Myskina won the French Open 
in June to become the first Russian woman 
to pocket a Grand Slam singles title. 

A fluke from Kremlin? 

Think again, fellas. 

In July, Maria Sharapova won Wimble- 
don to make it back-to-back victories for 
Russians in the majors, an unprecedented 
feat that no one can explain why such phe- 
nomenon could happen so quickly and so 
suddenly. Einstein, if he were around, might 
have spent nights with his calculus figuring 
out with all his genius—and still come out 
blank. 

Ah, those Russian invaders. What are 
they upto really? 

Oh, well, wasn't it only a while back that 
ladies tennis was in the grip of another Rus- 
sian, Anna Kournikova? 

Umm, yes, but all Anna did was display 
her whistle-bait figure and none of the stuff 
that makes women win Grand Slam crowns. 
Truth is, she was eaming more from her 
shoes/apparel endorsements than from 
stints on the courts. Today, Anna K has hied 
off to where she really belongs: the ramp, 
where she could earn more minus the skit 
peeling glare of the sun that she will always 
have to contend with when wielding that 
racket 

But with Nadia Petrova, I think it will be 
different. Like, Myskina and Sharapova, 
Petrova seems bent on making the Russian 
invasion for real. 


Wannabet? 


SPORTSWATCH 
Triple V, Media golfers renew rivalry 


MEDIA and Triple V golfers try to setti last year's unresolved contest when 
they resume their rivalry in the 18th Triple У-Мефа Golf Classic on Monday 
at the Aguinaldo Golf Club. The two teams ended their rain-shortened dual 
‘meet last year in an improbable tie and wil attempt to settle that in this 
years contest, dubbed the third Tito Eduque Memorial Cup, in honor of the 
{ate founder and chair of the Triple V Group of Restaurants. Eduque, also a 
former national basketball coach, would have tumed 77 last Aug. 26. He 
died in November 2001. А total of 80 players—40 from each team—have 
been invited tothe annual 18-hole event pitting media golfers against Triple 
У Golf Club members. Tee-off time is 6:30 a.m. with award ceremonies to 
be held across Edsa at the Kamayan-Saisaki. Last year, the two teams bat- 
"led through rain, flood, mud, lightning and thunder but ended up in a tie at. 
317 strokes apiece after nine holes. 


BEST is the best program-Trinidad 
PHILIPPINE Basketball League Commissioner Chino Trinidad believes 
the Milo BEST (Basketball Efficiency Scientific Training Center) is the 
best among the numerous youth basketball programs in the country. 
“No doubt, BEST is the best program,” says Trinidad. “For years, it 
has produced a number of quality players who are currently playing in 
the big leagues.” He also notes that the Small Basketeers Philippines 
(SBP) and Passerelle tournaments аге good for the development of 
basketball in the country. Asked about the Ateneo-La Salle matchups 
in the 198th SBP-Passerelle regional championships, he said: "It's a 
dream matchup.” The Ateneo-La Salle final matches, both won by the 
Eagles, will be aired from 5 to 8 p.m. today on Solar Sports TV. 


TRS to hold Circuit Car Classes 


THE TUASON Racing School (TRS) vill hold Circuit Car Classes on Satur- 
day and Sunday, Sept. 18 and 19, 9 алт. to 4 p.m., at the Batangas Racing 
Gircuitin Rosario, Batangas. The classes will be conducted in two parts: 
the Basic Class, which will be held on Saturday, Sept. 18; and the Advance. 
Class, which is scheduled for Sunday, Sept. 19. Рог minimal fees of P5,000 
and P7,500 for the basic and advance classes, respectively, students wil 
be taught the finer points о! driving a racing car by TRS president and race 
driver JP Tuason. Students who enroll in both casses on the same week- 
end may aval of a package rate of P11,000 and enjoy a discount of P1.500. | 
Forinformation, visit the Tuason Racing Schoo! at 640 Boni Avenue, Man- 
daluyong City or сай (632) 531-2962 and 0918-9297859, fax 535-4769 or 
Jog on to ww uasonracing.com. 


Blaze Shootout Drag Race set today 
DRAG racers will once again see action as the second leg of the Petron 
Blaze Shootout National Drag Race Championship Series blasts off today 
at the spur road inside Clark Economic Zone in Pampanga. After a week of 
heavy downpours, the skies finally cleared for the event, which drew teams 
from Manila and nearby provinces like Dagupan, Bulacan, Cabanatuan, 
Baguio, Pangasinan and Pampanga. Current series leaders Joey Galang 
(MOH Speed) and Nelson Pamintuan, both with 50 points, are expected to 
join the race. The Petron Blaze Shootout National Drag Race Champi- 
опір Series is organized by Activity Asia Association and sanctioned by 
the Automobile Association of the Philippines. 


Gear up for North Face Challenge 

THE NORTH Face Challenge, an adventure and endurance race where. 
competitors get to test their physiques, skills and wits, will highlight the 
Flight Series on Sept. 25 at Eastwood Libis. The North Face is а 60-kilome- · 
ter racecourse event that features mountain biking. trail running, rap- 
peling. tyrolean traverse, river tubing and a variety of physical and mental 
challenges. Team champions in the All Male category will take home 
P20,000. Champions in the Mixed Group category will be awarded 
Р20.000 plus The North Face premium items and trophies. Racers may 
register at the Accredited Registration Centers at all Bratpack outlets, Travel 
Ciub shop at SM Megamall болеа, SM Cebu, SM Mario, Shangri-La 
Mal, Greenhills, Baguio and Cebuweek store. They may log on o www. tn- 
frace.com and accomplish the registration form online 


‘Ringside’ returns on ABC-5 today 
“RINGSIDE returns on ABC-S from 4-5 pm. today featuring the country's 
premier boxing prospects. In the preliminary bout, Ruther del Castilo ot 
Cebu City's ALA Stable faces tough Korean Park Cheon Su in four rounds. 
21112 ibs. Presented by the Galorde Enterprises Inc., the main event fea- 
tures Danny Boy Bontilao against Rey Martizano in eight rounds. The fights 
were part of a boxing program held in Mandaue City recently. 


Dagupan meet lures top cyclists 

THE COUNTRY'S top cyclists see action in tomorrow's Criterion Race 
that pits Pagcor against the RP team in Dagupan City. Pagcor will be 
led by Tour Pilipinas champion Ryan Taguiling, Victor Espiritu and 
Merculio Ramos. The RP team is composed o! Arnel Quirimit, Warren 
Davadilla and Enrique Domingo. The race is backed up by Air 21, 
Speed Detergent soap, Pagcor, PCSO, Fed-Ex and Dagupan City May- 
or Benjie Lim. 


Four entries share GCAP crown 

FOUR entries emerged co-champions in the first leg af "Gentlemen Cock- 
ers Association of the Philippines (GCAP) 5-Stag Derby Series" last Mon- 
Фу at the air-conditioned Las Piñas Coliseum. Tougher action is expected 
during the second leg (-sag) a6 p.m. on Monday as САР members 
parade anew their young and untested fighters. The champions, who tal- 
lied four wins and one loss each, were sabong idol Patrick Antonio (Sagu- 
paan Complexor 3000), Gerry Ramos (Kamandag). Benjie Lim (Love U Pa- 
pa) and Blandy Tolentino (San Pablo Heat). Runner-up finishers with three 
points were Sonny Lagon (Blue Blade), Pol Estrelado and Boy Royo (PE- 
88), Ramon Mancenares (EDL Farms), Maj. Bobby Doromal (Allied 
Forces), Ryochi Saito and Bulliack Fortaleza (Super Ninja BL) and Father 
and Son entry. Coliseum manager Alex Tobias said the GCAP 5-Stag Derby 
Series (seven big-time derbies) is scheduled every Monday. For inquiries, 
contact 874-3910 and 873-1040. 


2-cock ulutan at PCC tomorrow 

PASAY City Cockpit new hackfight formal (2-cock ulutan) gets going at 8 
‘am. tomorrow with more than 100 smal-ime cockers and backyard 
breeders seeing action Participants who wil score two wins are guaran- 
teed to receive P8,000 each. The fastest КИ champion may win any of the 
folowing prizes: color TV. retigerator, OVD player or sacks of ice. "Wede- | 
cided to lower the entry fe to only P1,000 so that more cockers and 
breeders can participate. This entry fee 5 refundable in case a participant 
was not able to field in his entry,” said pit managers Oscar Gonzales, Eric 
de la Rosa and Butchoy Olano. For inquiries, contact 843-1890, 843-1746 
and 816-6750. 


m 


CHESS HOST: Tagaytay City Mayor Bambol Tolentino (second 
from right) signs the contract of agreement with the National 
Chess Federation of the Philippines accepting to host the Grand 
Finals of the Philippine team's qualifying tournament to the 
World Chess Olympiad. The event is slated Sept. 18-29 at the. 
Tagaytay International Convention Center. Fromleftare NCFP „. 
director Willie Abalos, GM Eugene Torre and NCFP secretary 
general lawyer Sammy Estimo. a 


SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 11, 2004 


By Musong В. Castillo 


JUVIC Pagunsan shot a four- 
“under 68 in ideal conditions 
at Alabang yesterday to re- 
claim the lead in the evalua- 
tion series for the World Am- 
ateur golf team as former RP 
champ Artemio Murakami 
failed to keep in step. 


Regarded as the country's 
finest amateur, Pagunsan gunned 
down five birdies against a lone 
bogey, cracking par for the sec- 
опа time in four days to pool a 
285 total after the first half of the 
144-hole series. 

The field takes a three-day 
break before playing the last four 
rounds at the Canlubang, Villam- 
or, Aguinaldo and Manila Golf 
layouts starting Tuesday. 

Tied for the lead at the start of 
the round, Murakami double bo- 
geyed No.1 and failed to regroup 
from there. He ballooned to a 79 
to drop to fourth spot with a 296 
total. 

Marvin Dumandan and Jun 
Bernis, the veterans who failed to 
show their worth in the recent 
Putra Cup in Indonesia, matched 
Juvic's 68 to totally shake up the 
standings. 

Dumandan climbed to second, 
three shots off the pace, even as 
Bernis, the reigning RP Amateur 
champ, broke par for the first 
time since Indonesia to be 11 
shots behind, in the company of 


row 


Gabi vows 
KO victory 
vs Thai idol 


By Salven L. Lagumbay, Contributor 


"WORLD flyweight crown challenger Diosdado 
“Prince” Gabi, feeling superbly conditioned, yes- 
terday vowed to go for a knockout win in his Oct. 
8 title clash against Thai boxing idol Pongsaklek 
Wonjongkam in Phuker, Thailand. 

A native of Davao now fighting out of North 
Cotabato, Gabi, 24, showed off steely abdominal 
muscles and confided he has never trained as 
hard in his nine-year professional career. 

“Iniaalay ko ang laban sa mga kababayan, sa 
aking pamilya at sa aking magiging anak (Tm of- 
fering this fight to my countrymen, to my family 
and to my unborn child),” Gabi, who said his first 
son is scheduled to be born exactly on his cham- 
pionship date in Phuket, said during yesterday's 
‘SCOOP sa Kamayan weekly session. 

Enjoying the same training that universal 
featherweight king Manny Pacquiao gets from 
Freddie Roach in the United States, Gabi is now 
about “90 percent” ready for the most crucial 
challenge to the World Boxing Council flyweight 
title held by Wongjongkam. 

‘This was revealed by Buboy Fernandez, Pac- 
quiao's trainer, who handled Gabi’s training in 
the last four weeks at the L&M Gym in Manila. 

Fernandez left for California with Pacquiao on 
Wednesday, and Gabi’ training and conditioning 
have been left to Bebot Valindez and Bruce Lerio. 

“Everything that Buboy Fernandez leamed 
from Freddie Roach, he applied to Gabi, and my 
‘ward is fully confident he can wrest the crown," 
said Socrates Pifiol, Gabi's manager and younger 
brother of North Cotabato Gov Manny Piñol. 

Gabi (21-2-1, 16 KOs) is ranked WBC No. 8. 

Wongjongkam (52-2, 29 KOs) is making the 
1th defense ofthe crown he took from АРЗ Mal- 
colm Тићасао via a first-round stoppage in 
March 2001. 

Wongjongkam, 27, enjoys cult following in 
‘Thailand and holds the quickest knockout defense 
in flyweight history after he stopped Japanese 
Daisuke Naito in 34 seconds in April 2002. 

The Wongjongkam-Gabi clash willbe the cen- 
terpiece event of the WBC 42nd annual world 
convention in Phuket on Oct. 3-9, 
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Joe served his one-game suspension for hit- 
ting Mapua’s Erwin Sta. Maria. 
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SPORTS 


Juvic takes over helm 
with 68 at Alabang 


cials of the National Golf Associa- 
tion of the Philippines said the 


duo's scores in the 


with Boyet 


national team.” 


championship will be carried 
over to the NGAP series. 

* lost my head after that dou- 
ble,” Murakami said. “Thisis abig 
thing for me. I'd like to show ev- 
eryone that I deserve a spot in the 


NICE AND EASY: Juvic Pagunsan cracks par for the second straight round. 


Murakami. 

Michael Bibat silently made his 
way to third position after a 
steady 71, nine adrift and six be- 
hind Dumandan. 

Bibat flies to Singapore tomor- 
together 
Saragoza to take part in the Sin- 
Zapore Amateur at the Serapong 
Golf Club starting Tuesday. Offi- 


“There are 72 holes left and 1 
will prepare even harder for next 
week,” added Murakami, who, as 
a 15-year-old, won the 1999 RP 
Amateur but has never made it to 
the national team in his career. 

JR Tanpinco turned in another 
76 and stood at 302, with 
Saragoza in seventh spot with a 
305 after a73. 


prestigious 


Bangkok holiday staked 
in Inter-Club badminton 


WITH THE TEAM champion assured of a 
trip to Thailand, keen competition is ex- 
pected in next month's Inter-Club Platinum 
Cup, co-presented by INQumea Badminton 
Monthly and Globe Platinum featuring in- 
vited courts in Metro Manila and teams 
from the south. 

Dubbed Battle of the Courts, the touma- 
ment will conduct area eliminations in which 
participating courts according to geographical 
locations will serve as first stage of the tourna- 
ment also sponsored by Mizuno/Master Sports 
and Philippine Airlines. 

The area eliminations kick off Oct. 2-3 at 
the Intramuros Badminton Center with the 
West sector for teams in Caloocan, Valen- 
zuela, Malabon and Manila. 

The East sector for Pasig, Marikina, Rizal 
follows on Oct. 9-10 at the West Drive Bad- 
minton Center, then the South for 
Muntinlupa, Alabang, Las Piñas, 
Parafiaque and Taguig on Oct. 16-17 at the 
Olivarez College Sports Complex. 

Those in the Central area (Makati, Man- 
daluyong and San Juan) will have their 


eliminations on Oct. 23 at The Zone and on 
Oct. 24 at Yonex Phils. 

The Olympic Badminton Club will host 
the biggest sector, the North, for those in 
Quezon City on Oct. 30-31. 

"Тор teams will advance to the national fi- 
nals on Nov. 20-21 at the soon-to-open 
Market! Market! mall at Bonifacio Global 
City with the winner clinching the Bangkok 
holiday. 

More than P500,000 in prizes are at 
stake. Each club will be asked to send in a 
team for men's doubles, women's doubles 
and mixed doubles. Matches will be best- 
ofthree. 

A participant must be a Filipino citizen, a 
member or regular player of the participat- 
ing partner court and a bona fide employee 
ofa reputable company. He or she must not 
have played for any national team, is not 
currently playing for a collegiate team and 
nota coach or trainer. 

For inquiries, call the Ingomen Bad- 
minton office at 8978808 locals 259 or 
261, look for Ching dela Cruz. 


King of the Bra] kicks off Oct. 3 


‘THE EIGHTH annual 
Adidas King of the Road 
kicks off on Oct. 3 in 
front of the Adidas 
Sports Kamp at the Fort 
Bonifacio Global City in 
Taguig. 

More than 2,000 
runners are expected to 
answer the starting gun 
in the 104lomerer run, BUENAVISTA 
according to race organizer Rudy Biscocho, 

Last year’s road king, Ali Quisay of Baguio City, 
is expected to be back to defend his title against 
tested long-distance runners like Alan Ballester 
and Eduardo Buenavista. Liza Yambao will also 
put her Queen of the Road title on the line. 

‘Apart from the purse of P10,000 cash and 
P10,000 worth of gift certificates plus trophy the 
winners wil also сага the right to represent the 


Philippines in the Inter- 
national King of the 
Road race in South Ko- 
теа on Oct. 10. 
Goody Custodio of 
Adidas Phils. said spe- 
cial prizes await the best 
team in complete uni- 
form, the runner with 
the best uniform, and 
the best performing 
team of at least 50 runners based оп the aggre- 
gate time of its first 25 finishers. 
Each participant will receive an Adidas run- 
ning singlet and a certificate of completion. 
Registration will start on Wednesday at the 
ground floor of the Vasquez Madrigal Building on 
Annapolis Street, Greenhills, San Juan from9 a.m. 
105 p.m., Monday to Saturday and from 9 a.m. to 
12 noon on Sunday Deadline is on Sept. 29. 


‘Speedfest’ motorsports meet 
revs up Pefiafrancia activities 


THE ULTIMATE Red Horse Beer- 
Smart Buddy Speedfest Champi- 
onship Series, combining the 
thrill of motocross and 4x4 Off 
Road racing, will have its inau- 
guralleg in Naga Ciy today. 

A first of its kind, the motor- 
sports spectacle will be part of 
the Peñafrancia festivities, 
headed by Mayor Jesse Robre- 
do, to be staged along Naga's 
new bypass road called the 
Almeda Highway. 


‘The next leg of the National 
Offroaders Federation will be 
staged on Sunday. 

A huge crowd of Bicolanos is 
expected to gather around the 
venue of the event 
through the participation of MP. 
Turbo and sponsored by Red 
Horse Beer, Smart Buddy, GSM 
Blue, Universal Motors Corpo- 
ration distributor of Nissan 
Frontier, Cebu Pacific, Speed 
TV Concepcion Grande Devel 


opment Inc., Home Radio 95.1 
and Caceres Cable. 

"We are very fortunate to 
have Red Horse Beerand Smart 
Buddy as our strong parmers 
for this new event," said veteran. 
racer Mike Porendano, Speed- 
fests project director. 

The Caltex Delo Sports 1s- 
arog Off Road 4x4 Challenge is 
organized by the Bicol Offroad 
Club through the auspices of 
Jeremie Lo and Jojo Prieto. 
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It’s tough figuring who's 
the Ryder Cup underdog 


round at even par. 


m 


Obscure pro grabs 
Canadian Open lead 


OAKVILLE, Canada—Ignoring weather 
delays that left 76 golfers stil on the 
course when darkness fell, American 
Joey Sindelar fired a five-under par 6610 
claim the clubhouse lead at the PGA 
Canadian Open. 

‘The start was delayed five hours by 
the remnants of Hurricane Frances, fore 
ing the round to resume early Friday, 
weather permitting, with plans to begin 
the second round later Friday morning 

Sindelar seized a two-stroke lead with 
a wild round that included seven birc 
and two bogeys. He finished with a sev 
en-foot birdie putt at the ninth hole after 
starting on the 10th hole. 

American Pat Perez was second at 68 


Annika 
returns 
from 
layoff 


BROKEN ARROW, Ok- 
lahoma--World num- 
ber one Annika Soren- 
stam of Sweden re- 
tums to the LPGA Tour 
after a month-long ab- 
sence here Friday at 
the 54-hole Hammons 
Hotel Classic. 

Sorenstam, who 
leads the LPGA money 
list with $1.665 mil. 
lion, has won four of 
her 12 stans this year, 
including a major at 
the LPGA Champi- 
onship in June. 

Her three second- 
place effors include 
the US Womens 


with five golfers, including Sweden's 
Jesper Pamevik, on 69 in quest of a 
$792,000 top prize. 

New world No. 1 Vijay Singh man: 
aged to finish only five holes and it was 
hardly a spectacular stan to his reign. He 
began on the back nine, made a triple 
bogey at 11, birdied the 13th and made 
a bogey on the 14th hole 

Many of the top American and Euro: 
pean players, including second-ranked 
Tiger Woods, skipped the event to pre 
pare for next week's Ryder Cup. 

Sindelar, 46, won in May at Charlotte 
to snap a title drought of more than 13 
years, the thire-longest gap between tri 
umphsin US PGA history AFP 


Buy a special 


BLOOMFIELD HILLS, Michigan—A 
tale of the tape points to an early 
knockout in the Ryder Cup. 

Five Americans have won major 
championships, the best measure of 
poise under pressure. Europe doesn't 
have a major champion on its team for 
thefirst time in the! hes. 

The Americans have seven players 
among world's top 15. Europe has two. 

US captain Hal Sutton snatched a 
sheet of paper from the table and 
scanned down the list of world rank- 
ings, indisputable evidence that his 
team is deep, talented and should be 
favored again to win the Ryder Cup, 
just like it is every other year these two 
continents get together. 

One problem. Europe has captured 
the cup sixof the last nine times, and its 
dominance would be even greater if 
not for Justin Leonard making a 45- 
foot birdie putt to cap off an improba- 
ble comeback at Brookline five years 
ago. 

‘Anyone who thinks the Americans 
should be favored hasn't been paying 
attention. 

Everybody always speculates as to 
why the Europeans fight above their 
weight, and why the Americans look 
like heavyweights and fight like feath- 
erweights,” Sutton said. 

They add up the world ranking, and 
when you look at the US versus Eu 
rope, it’s pretty lopsided,” he said. “But 
one great thing about the game of golf 
isthat David beats Goliath sometimes. 

“Are we the 27 Phil Mick- 
ekon said. “Thats а good question. 
They bring out their best game in the 
event, and we have not in years past 

The Americans will try to d 
that in the 35th Ryder Cup, which 
starts next Friday at Oakland Hills 
Country Club in Detroit АР 


7 4.51. trio pack, ог 


PHILIPPINE 4 


AmeriCans 015 


Swede upsets defending champ 


EW YORK--Andy Rod- 
dick ran into a bold, 
bigger version of him- 


self at the US Open, and 6- 
foot-6 Joachim Johansson sent 
the defending ^ champion 
home. 


Is the first time 
American man reachd 
nals. 

Federer will face N 
of Britain, while Јона 
inated the 2003 Opi 
against the 2001 cha 
witt of Australia—w 
just happens to be 
Swede's girlfriend 

That should make 
пет conversation, 

Johansson played 
fectly for the first to. 
dick off his game. T 


year ranked 113th, 

Not only that, but Johansson never 
had played a five-set match before. Yet 
there he was, smacking serves at 141 
mph, outslugging the American from the 
baseline during extended exchanges, 
saving two break points late, and ending. 
the match by breaking Roddick. 

Less surprising was Andre Agassi exit 
earlier Thursday. He was up against No. 
1 Roger Federer of Switzerland, who 
won, 6-3, 2-6, 7-5, 3-6. 6-3, in а quarter 
final suspended by rain early in the 
fourth set the night before and wrapped 
upin the worst of swirling winds. 


Roddick was upset, 6-4, 6-4, 3-6, 2-6, 
6-4, Thursday night by another 22-year 
old brandishing a powerful serve and 
sand, but also someone who's won 
was playing in his first ma 


just one ii 
jor quanerf 


Open, the last time she 
played a US event. 
Sorenstam was second 


peel-off card. 


Peel the cover, 


and text 


the code to 2346 only 


at France's Evian Mas- 
tersand shared 130 
the Womens Bi 
Open last month. 
“Ive had four weeks 
off so Fm happy to be 
here,” Sorenstam said. 
“I normally don't have 
four weeks off in the 
summer but it just 
tumed out to be that 
this year. 1 played in 
Europe three weeks 
and needed a long 
break.” + 
American Meg Mal- 
Jon is second on the 
money list with 
51288 million after 
"winning three of her 
past seven stars. 
American Cristie 


through Globe. 
ext reply to know if you'v 


з. Get ati 


је won any of 


instant prize: 


these 


Basketball shoes, “NBA at 50” DVDs and VCDs, 


Spalding basketball, 


LOBE P100 load, NBA jerse, 


4, Or, get a text reply with the letter С, O, K, E. Complete 
all 4 letters to form the word “COKE” and win 
1 Million Pesos! 


Xem, who won her 
third toumament of 
the yenr last week, and 


Mexican Lorena 
Ochoa, fourth on the 
money list behind 


Kerr, are not entered. 
But 16 of the top 20 
money winners are. н 

That list includes 
wwotime winner Ka- 
ren Stupples of Britain, 
South Korea's Grace 
Park, Australian Karrie 
Webb and Jennifer 
Rosales of the Philip- 
pines. 

Webb won last 


5. Claim your prizes at: The Coca-Cola Head offic 
ЧЕ King's Court Bldg.2, 2129 Pasong Tamo, Makati City. 


years event by nine 
Shots with а 10-under- 
par 200 at the Tulsa 
Country Club. — APP 
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Davenport hopes to fan 
streak, claim No. 1 rank 


NEW YORK--No. 1 is gone. So is No. Still, the US Open has some headline faces No. 9 Svetlana Kuznetsova, and 
2. The French Open champion and players set for Friday's women's semifi- No.B Jennifer Capriati plays No. 6 Ele- 
the Wimbledon champion left days nal matches, with the No. 1 ranking па Dementieva with the winners ad- 
ago and the Williams sisters мете hangingon the outcome. vancing to Saturday nights final 
done soon after that. No. S-seeded Lindsay Davenport Тһеу are the survivors after defend- 

ing champion Justine Henin-Hardenne, 
No. 2 Amelie Mauresmo, No. З Serena 
Williams, French Open champion Anas- 
tasia Myskina and Wimbledon winner 
Maria Sharapova all bowed out of the 
tournament. 

This is the first time in the Open Era. 
that none of the top four seeds made it 
to the semifinals of the US Open. Still 
the matchups offer a lot of intrigue, es- 
pecially for Davenport, secking her sec- 
ond US Open title. 

Kuznetsova, Dementieva. and 
Capriati have never played for the US 
Open crown. The stakes are highest, 
however, for Davenport, the 1998 win- 
ner, who arrived at the season's final 
Grand Slam event as the hottest player 
оп the women's tour with four straight 
hardcourt tournament victories 

She has won 22 consecutive matches. 
and if she wins this event, she will claim 
the No. 1 ranking in women's tennis. If 
Davenport loses to either Kuznetsova or 
in the final, then the top spot goes to 
No. 2 Amelie Mauresmo, who lost in 
the quarterfinals to Dementieva and 
has never won a Grand Slam tourna- 
ment. 

Since losing to Sharapova at Wim- 
bledon, Davenport has dropped just 
three sets and swept four events leading 
upto the Open. She has won the last 16 
sets she has played and defeated 
L^ Japan's Shinobu Asagoe, 6-1, 6-1, in 

just 46 minutes in the quarterfinals. 

Kuznetsova, just 19, has never been 


ted in US Open 


Roddick, Federer dumps Agassi 


ince 1986 that по = serve after being down love-40; once, he dick flipped his racket in the air and 
d the Open semifi- broke Roddick after trailing 40-love. lamented, “Oh, my God!” 

In the final game of the match, No.2 And Roddick seemed generally un- 
о. 5 Tim Henman Roddick fell behind love-40 with а dou- comfortable, arguing the occasional call 
hsson,havingelim- ble-fault, saved two match points thanks questioning a line judge's position, and 
їп winner, goes up to big serves, then sailed a backhand long standing with hands on hips as if he 
прот, Lleyton He- onthe third. Upatthe net fora postmatch didn’t want to leave the court for what 
hose sister, Jaslyn, handshake, the 6-2 Roddick reached up turned out to be a 55-minute rain delay 

the 28th-seeded to tap Johansson on the chest. after being broken to 3-2in the first set. 

Roddick found himself playing the When they retumed to action, Roddick 
for interesting din- way opponents try to negate his power- missed a backhand on the first point, 
packed game, standing way behind the then pointed and snapped "Sit down!” at this far in a Grand Slam event. She 
pretty much per- baseline, resorting to guesswork on re- spectators slow getting to their seats. Jo- E earned her way here defeating Russian 
etsand threwRod- tums, and hitting to the backhand. After hansson went on to win the first set with... THE OUSTER of Andre Agassi and Andy Roddick (top) left no Americanin Nadia Petrova in the quarters after 
ce, Johansson held dumping one retum into the net, Rod- а forehand winnerdowntheline. АР the men's semifinals for the first time since 1986. seurers Petrova sent Henin-Hardenne home. AP 


Unera eyes 


NBDL stint 
SAM Unera, the first. 
Filipino to partly oun a. 
champion team in the 
United States Basket- 
ball League, is branch- 
ing out to the National 
Basketball Develop- 
mental League in his 
desire to bring more 
Filipino players to see 
actionin America, А- 
ready credited with 
bringing Paul Alvarez 
and Vince Hizon to the 
Pennsylvania Valley- 
дамо, Unera dis- 

a "x closed that by buying a 


Е). „ШЕСТ а 


E cagers make it to the 
: NBA. "My plan is to 

bring top Filipino play- 
ers to the US so they 
can have a shot at ће 
NBA," Unera said dur- 
ing yesterday's Scoop 
sa Kamayan. 


Six share 


derby title 
THUNDERBIRD-user. 
Romano Castillo of 
Tiaong, Quezon, via his 
JV Roanne entry, and 
tive other bets posted 
B wins and а loss 
apiece to share cham- 
pionship honors in the 
just-concluded 18th 
Annual Ray-Show- 
down 7-Stag Derby 
held at the Roligon 
Mega Cockpit. Equal- 
ing Castillo's perfor- 
Mine a mance were John Pe, 
ckatsioga THE Romy Tan and tabloid 
executive Rey Briones. 
The Thunderbird- 
uH backed event partici 
oS = N pated in by 102 breed- 


"ТЕ pistonsiogo2 * ers from all over the 
Tere б country was jointly 


pm fe» BESMZS 
Kag SE suns KAA RRA — Ооо, 


UC CELTICS e 
= a = ma ‘cafticstont TOiřaptorslogo: à 

M ése. Tosoni TE symtom q T0001 Whitewater 

race slated 


ie To download NBA icons, text cards and colored wallpaper. 
2 JA icons E 
text the «keyword» ta 2348. Ex. L cava го 2348 race slated 
ciation of Whitewater 


ТЕ BG кк коба and text carde, 20,00 for colored маарап il ә од babaon 
2 | "TENGA Porai We. 3968, B that they are accepting 
eerie ken until Sept. 30 entries for 
the 2nd National White- 
ES т water Rafting Race on 
5 Oct, 15-17 along the Ca- 
ipt x gayan de Oro River. May 
е · Заћаћа, опсег ofthe 
е а Paw sie псев 
a HANDYPHONE a ‘open to teams of four 
3 2 (composed of men and 
women) at least 18 
years old and physical 
fit. A maximum of 20 
teams are expected to 
compote this year, For 
information, cal 
0918417405 or 
09177073583. or visit 
‘waw.cebuwesk com. 
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30 Cine- 
malaya 
semi- 
finalists 
chosen 


By Nestor U. Torre 
(Conclusion) 


THE next step is for 
the 30 Cinemalaya 
semi-finalist syri- 
opses to be expanded 
to full-length screen- 
plays, which will 
again be read by the 
selection committee. 

Members of the 
committee will delib- 
erate once more, and. 
select the 10 best 
screenplays, which 
will then be filmed 
with the help of seed 
money of P500,000 
each. 

The 10 films will 
be screened next 
February at the first 
Cinemalaya Film Fes- 
tival at the CCP and 
the top winner will 
bechosen. 

In an important 
sense, however, all 
10 finalist films are 
winners, because 
the festival will 
make it possible for 
their first-time full- 
length filmmakers 
to show what they 
can do. It is hoped 
that — mainstream 
producers will be- 
Come interested in 
them and offer them 
more projects to do, 
thus boosting the 
prospects and talent 
pool of the local 
filmmaking indus- 
чу. 


Digital films 

We trust, too, that 
the 10 digital films by 
new directors will of- 
fer local moviegoers 
fresh, innovative, ex- 
citing and alternative 
viewing options that 
they would not oth- 
erwise get From es- 
tablished movie pro- 
ducers. So, in anoth- 
er key sense, every- 
body—the audience 
included—wins. 

The next delibera- 
tion coming up is on 
the finalists for the 
“short story” film 
competition. Again, 
10 finalists will be se- 
lected and screened, 
to introduce even 
more new filmmak- 
ing talents to produc- 
ers and moviegoers. 

Since the short sto- 
ту movies will run for 
only 20 minutes, they 
will be relatively in- 
expensive to pro- 
duce, which would 
make it easier for 
their young writer- 
directors to get the 
showcase they de- 
serve. 

The members of 
the selection commit- 
tee of Cinemalaya's 
full-length film com- 
petition are Bien 
Lumbera (chair- 
man), Carlos de 
Leon, Tony Gloria, 
Peque Gallaga and 
this writer 


Cruise... 


From page A27 


vastly outnumber- 
ing those who ap- 
plauded. 

"When I set out to 
make a film, 1 don't 
think about the audi- 
ence, | never ask my- 
self who will see it,” 
said... Proskurina, 
whose second fea- 
tre, "Sluchajnyj," 
won the Golden 
Leopard award at the 
Locamo festival in 
1990. 

“What 1 wanted to 
examine is the feel- 
ing that life is incom- 
plete. Everything is 
unfinished in this 
film. That is the basic 
element in the film,” 
the S6-year-old di- 
rectorsaid. AFP 


CRUISE. High- 
powered star. 


Cruise 
at Venice 
filmfest 


VENICE, Italy—Tom 
Cruise set pulses rac- 
ing along the Venice 
Lido as he arrived for. 
the European pre- 
miere of Michael 
Марлі "Collateral," 
while the city pre- 
pared for a weekend. 
of elite parties during 
the 61st Venice Film 
Festival. 

Cruise is the latest 
high-powered star to 
descend on Venice 
for a festival which 
favors — Hollywood 
glitz and celebrity 
over independent 
productions, even if 
films like “Collateral” 
have already opened 
in the United States. 


Premiere 

The actors ex- 
wife, Nicole Kidman, 
arrives early next 
week for the pre- 
miere of her film, 
“Birth,” by British di- 
ector Johathan 
Glaser, one of the 
films tipped to win 
the prestigious Gold- 
en Lion award. 

Curiously, the Hol- 
ywood icons end up 
being the butt of a 
joke in the art-house 
Russian entry, 
“Udalionnyj Dostup” 
(Remote Access). 

A fragmented film 
about waiting for 
love, it features 
strong performances 
from first-time actors 
Dana Agisheva and 
Alexander Plaksin, 
who рау bored" 
youths who connect 
over an erotic tele- 
phone chat-line but 
never get to meer. 

Svetlana Proskuri- 
na's quiet, slow film 
is full of angst and 
pain, concealed feel- 
ings and truncated 
conversations. 


Dialogue 

One such dia- 
logue, between Agi- 
sheva's character and 
her father, played by 
veteran: — Vladimir 
йуп, contains the 
gossipy Cruise refer- 
ence 

“You'll never mar- 
ry Tom Cruise," he 
says. 

“1 don't like him. 
Anyway, he doesn't 
like girls.” 

'He was married 
to Nicole Kidman," 
he says. 

“That was only to 
help cach other for 
work, | think,” she 
replies. 

Proskurina — says 
her work is based on 
Russian writer Ivan 
Bunin's rather pes- 
simistic assessment 
of love: “Year after 
yean day aher day, 
there is but one great 


event that we secret- * 


ly await—a joyful 
love affair. In the 
end, we live only for 
the hope of such an 
encounter, however, 
itisin vain..." 

The audience at a 
press preview were 
unconvinced. Those 
who reacted as the 
titles rolled mostly 
booed or jeered, 
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Choice Award 2003 


Annual National x 
Consumer's Quality Award 2003 
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MATINEE: Monday to Friday! 10 am-4pm except holidays 
Matinee Price: P80 for one level cinemas 
Regular Price: P150 THX / Р95/65 for two levels cinemas / P95 for one level cinemas 
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BY WWF PHILIPPINES 
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Па 


of Los Angeles,California 
Promo duration: September 8 to 29, 2004 via UNITED AIRLINES 


MOVIES/SCHEDULES/PRICES ARE SUBJECT TO CHANGE WITHOUT PRIOR NOTICE. 


REPERTORY PHILIPPINES presents PINOCCHIO 
at REP's GLOBE THEATER - August 7 to December 12, 2004 


TRADE HALL FOR EXHIBITS, EVENTS AND MORE! 
For inquines and bookings. please са! 750-4982 to 84 
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You'll always know what's happening 
at your favorita Ayala Cinemas. 


Every week, wel kap you 
‘uptodate on the latest movies, 
upcoming releases, promotions 

{special events of Ayala Cinemas. 

Subscribe to FREE Ayala Cinemas ЖШ Ды А 

Simply тәй 
the word "SUBSCRIBE" to 


ayalacinemas@ayalaland com.ph 
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:Get hooked on Addict Mobile Blog, the state-of-the-art mobile service from SMART, the 
innovation and wireless technology. With Addict Mobile Blog, your mobile phone becomes your 
personal on-line journal where you can post photos, write anything you want, and share them with 
other members of the Addict Mobile Blog Community. Getting a Blog is free and easy. Just sign up, 
name your Blog, select а template,-and a corner 


he Addict Mobile universe is instantly yours! 
: my : prac 
Nope о s 


То create your Addict Mblog via the WAP site: 


Rates: х „моја а 
'a. Go to the SMART wapsite ~ | MMS Picture Upload =: T à Роу E nag ae 
bj Click Mail & Messaging 2 | MMS Picture Download :: Pis. a < | 
Click on AMBLOG — ЊЕ 5 
Choose CREATE ACCOUNT. 
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Mr. Cis Gawad CCP's awardee for music 


By Andy Bais sicians. But what are they playing? Western So, sayang, wala tayong contribution sa world Tm doing with San Miguel, sana, eventually, 
music, because the clientele is international. literature in music, or maliit lang. With what maririnig ang ‘ingay’ natin, kahit paunti-unti! 


INNING awards has be- 
come a habit for the 
country's ace musician, 


Ryan Cayabyab—Mr. C to his 
friends in the music industry. His 
latest triumph is this year's presti- 

gious Gawad 


ng amar, a The NEW Equitable Gold 


to a much big- 


. D 
ger award that, A E ® d 
Wwe hope, will be merican гхрге55 Cat 
given to him in 
the future. 
Ryan has lost count 
of his. numerous 
awards and citations, 
but some of them are 
special to him: “The 
Alexander... Onassis 
Cultural Prize for original composition for dance, 
‘where [won second prize in 2001 (there was no 
fist prize), was significant because I was the on- 
ly Asian who qualified. Also, my TOYM award 
for contemporary music in 1978, and the Grand 
Prize that I got in the Seoul Song Festival for Kay 
Ganda ng Ating Musika. 


Tokyo Music Festival 

“Nagtatalon din ako when the Smokey 
Mountain won the Grand Prize in the Tokyo 
Music Festival in 1993 for my song, Paraiso.” 

“When you win in an international competi- 
tion, its very significant. But if its your own coun- 
try that’s honoring you, and its through an institu- 
tion like CCR you really feel special. Maybe, Ive 
done something notable and significant in Philip- 
pine music," he beams. 

Ryan, whose original compositions 
bloomed in the "705, considers those years as 


exciting times because that was when OPM or f SS 
орла Pilipino Musie started, EUGENIO K. HERNAN UM S 
Lec e MN | | í 27 MIN 
ernment was helping the music industry. Radio NON-TRANSFERABLE ома 

stations were mandated to play four OPMS every 

hour. And it proved to be effective. To this day, 

we can still hear the 705 songs. 


CAYABYAB. Has 
proven that an album 
of quality music can be 
a bestseller. 


Ironic 
“But, looking back, wasn't it ironic that, in 
‘our own country, the government had to or- үү; 
der radio stations to play OPM? It just goes to ewar ошзеп. 
show how strong our colonial mentality is up 
to this day,” he sighs, 
The increasing popularity of "naughty" 
songs due to their sexy connotations is the re- 
sult of the pressure of the buying public, says ү i 
Ryan. "They became popular kasi yun ang e DOUBLE E Points on ALL your spending 
palaging nadidinig sa radyo at nakikita na 
sinasayaw sa ТУ? $ 
Fortunately, however, some people are • LOW interest rate at 2.85% 
looking for quality music. The second album 
Ryan produced for the San Miguel Founda- 
tion for the Performing Arts, of which he is the • WAIVED first year annual fee 
executive and artistic director, has been top- 7 
ping Tower Records list of best selling albums 


for 20 weeks, without much advertising and • EXCLUSIVE Privileges, Discounts and Freebies 


promotion on radio and TV. 


‘Symphonic arrangements 

‘The album, ‘Great Filipino Love Songs; fea- 
tures symphonic arrangements of classics like 
“Dahil sa lyo,” “Bato sa Buhangin,” “Buhat,” “Ang 
Tangi Kong Pag-ibig” and “Saan Ka Man Naro- 
roon,” as performed by the San Miguel Philhar- 
monic Orchestra and distributed by BMG 
Records. 

Soon to be released is a symphonic and 
choral album of “Great OPMs by Ryan 
Cayabyab.” This will feature the 40-member 


‘San Miguel Master Chorale, aside from the or- V ү! 
chestra. In the works is an a capella album of GET ONE NOW! 


the chorale singing great Filipino songs from > З 
the movies, to be released next year. = 
Ryan considers his postat Зал Miguel asa full- 


time job. ‘Ang dami kong nasusulat, mga ar- wywequitablecard. coni 
rangements and original works. And, I'm proud N e Ыым EEUU ASO 
to say that our product is for the Filipino people. pu De gc 
‘The foundation is for the preservation and pro- 
motion of Filipino music,” he stresses 

Ryan is looking forward to the foundation's 
other project—a competition for orchestral 
and choral writing next year Partners: 


Original works => 
"Were undertaking this project para duma- 
mi pa ang original works. This is all about pro- Gloria Jean's 
moting, preserving and performing Filipino У 
for tho love of coffee 


lipinos are dubbed the best musicians in 
Asia. And this is a fact, according to Ryan: 
“Kahit saan ka man pumunta, may Pinoy mu- “Ser fr fords Fr and Coin ps NA DTLACI ent Nadi. Sf 201 
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PICK А CARD, 
ANY CARD. 


‘YOU'VE CHOSEN 15 BLUE AND 
GRAY AND SAYS "UNIVERSAL 
CASINOS.” AM I RIGHT? 


DINGUS, YOU'RE 
HOLDING THE DECK 
HA HA! ‘UPSIDE-DOWN. 
TAM вент, 
ARENT IE 


BABY BLUES 


BY TOM ARMSTRONG 
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BY LYRA GARCELLANO 


BeiNG А PLus-PLus-Size 
Beauty Queen Must ве 
HARD, HUH? 


THs Net емербн te Just ] 


TI HAVE to Do ALL tHis AS 
HHev6H I'M емјочте i. 


HOROSCOPE 


BY FRANCIS DRAKE 


YOU BORN TODAY: You're dramatic, flamboyant and free-spirited. You often have to make important choices in 


your lite. You're bera thinking and tolerant. You re also very nurturing to loved ones. You have much to look 
April 19): Serious pow- 

wants his or her own way. (Peo; 

TAURUS (April 20 to 

May 20): Conflict relat- 

likely today. People just can't seem 


forward to this year: It might be one of the best years of your life! Go after whatever you want. 
Birthdate of: Harry Connick Jr., singer; Brian de Palma, director, D.H. Lawrence, writer. 
er struggles with some- 
body you work with are 
tend to think they know it all to~ 
day.) 
ed to entertainment, 
show business and the 
to agree, A dispute about who 
owns what could be the issue. 


€ ARIES (March 21 to 
likely today. Each ра! 
hospitality industry is 


GEMINI (May 21 to 
June 20): This is a very 
poor day for serious 
discussions with part- 
ners or close friends. 

You might feel attacked. Or you 

might try to coerce others to make 

changes for “their own good.” 

© ment today. Possibly, 
you're attracting some- 

body who is trying to do this also. 


This is a futile attempt! Let it go. 
Its really just a battle of egos. 


CANCER (June 21 to 
July 22): You're deter- 
mined to win an argu- 


DAiLY CROSSWORD 


ACROSS 
1 Stock of 


‘weapons 
в Gets by with 


less 


15 Rope rung 
16 Sinet 


authortarian 
17 умее 


18 Penthouse 


ис, 
EET 
20 Poste тузт 


22 Етіс 


23 Tasty toppings 
25 Misfortune 


27 Skit cut 
28 Portal 


29 Fender laws 
31 Brink of 


Christmas 


32 Toward open 
waters 


33 Ballet tums 
35 Gershwin and 


Levin 
37 Parasite 


By Josiah Broward 


ach 
Teper Scranton, PA 


38 Thespans' 
pseudonyms 

42 Diamond 
coverage 

46 Decade count 

47 Рата donnas 

48 Skon cream 

49 Meal scraps 

51 Demure 

52 Lio a ше 
lamb? 

53 D-Day beach 

55 Females. 

57 Lummox 

58 Carnivorous 
fish 

60 Moderate in 
tempo 

62 Everlasting 

63 Bishop's cook” рислег 

64 Tapes shut 24 Goller Stadler 
again 26 Noodle boxes 

65 Detectors 29 Recaniations 

30 Propared 

33 Wid fear 

38 Grand _ 
Natonal Park 

38 Garnots color 

38 Ono who bonds 
downward 

зз Conn 


5 Capita on the 
Мег Амог 

6 Francs and 
Frank 

7 Laman 

8 Devices used 
1o mark ume 

9 Tree-eling tool 

10 Maldon or 
Malone 

11 Bege shades 

12 Upandconng 
acres 

13 Mislead 

14 Веска 
brother 

21 Wide-mouth 


DOWN 

1 Casparis 
p^ 

2 Unis of angular 
measure 

з Regulaton. 

4 "A Nghimare 
on Steer 


40 Boghiesi star in 50 Porton 
Scopo 52 Literary 

41 BLT topper govpng 

43 просо 54 Pagan or 
customer Paviova 

44 боот 55 Bats’ rancoats 

45 Likes beter 59 Linden or 

48 Hamsiong for Rach 
example 61 Мелик 


LED (July 23 to Aug. 
22): You want to spend 
your money today so 
that it makes an im- 
provement in some 

area that you care about. You want 

to get more bang for your buck. 

And you don't want others telling 

you how to do it 


VIRGO (Aug. 23 to 
Sept. 22): You might 
Т '2ce the breakdown of 
‘machines or certain sit- 
vations today. Things 
don't function as they should! (It's 
time to straighten out the situa- 


tion.) 
LIBRA (Sept. 23 to Oct. 
ings make you defen- 


22): This а difficult 
day. Subconscious feel- 


sive. Without knowing 


why, you might attack others. Try 
to calm your feelings. 
day. A friend (ora. 


group) seems to be. 


challenging you. You don't have to 
prove yourself. Don't get suckered 
Into this situation. 


% 


SCORPIO (Oct. 2310 
Nov. 21): You feel that 
you're being tested to- 


SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22 
to Dec. 21): This is 
poor day to deal with 
authority figures. They 
might demand that you 
explain yourself or account for 
your actions. Someone could be 
abusing his or her power. 

and philosophical con- 


cepts are likely today. 


People seem to be fanatical about 

making their point. Oy vay. 
е) Shared possessions or 
decide who gets what. 


Arguments could arise. This in- 
tense quality passes in a few 


days—just wait. 
discussions with part- 


ners or bosses. Every- 


one has his or her claws out. Just 
lie low. 


CAPRICORN (Dec. 22 
to Jan. 19): Arguments. 
about religion, politics 


AQUARIUS (Jan. 2010 
Feb. 18): This is nota 
good day to divide 


PISCES (Fob. 19 to 
March 20): This is a 
ternble day for serious 
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Bob Dylan to publish memoirs 


DYLAN. Shifted to 
more introspective 
mater 


YOR The fa 
moudy private 
Bob Dylan, 
whose back 
ground and 
music are the 
Stuff of legend, 
wil shed light 
on his Ше and 
four-dccade ca- 
reer as а singer 
songwriter in a 
memoir to be 
published this 
autumn. 


Dylan's “Chronicles: Volume One,” the 


Anne.. 


From page A24 
Dina, who's the 
mother of ex 
boyfriend Oyo Boy 
Sotto, is someone she 
admires, says Anne. 
She's now romanti- 
cally linked to 
Richard | Gutierrez, 
although both young 
stars insist theyre 
just friends. "What 
you see is what you 
get,” she grins. 

Anne is cautious 
because Richard is in 
a love team with his 
“Mulawin”. co-star, 
Angel Locsin. She 
wants to focus on a 
solo career. She used 
to be paired up with 
fellow Viva talent, 
Chubi del Rosario. 
“Its better this way" 
she states. "What if 
dumating ang time 
na hindi na kayo ‘in’ 
as a love team? Isa sa 
inyo ang babagsak." 
And she knows that 
165 usually the male 
who suffers the set- 
back. 


Variety 

The 19year-old Fil- 
ipinoAustralian actress 
was introduced їп 
Peque Gallagas "Magic 
Kingdom” seven years 
ago. Then, she became 
a regular in Viva-pto- 
duced movies and TV 
shows like "Ober da 
Bakod" and “ТОБ Al- 
though she hardly 
spoke Filipino then, 
Anne was given a vari- 
ety of roles, even poor- 
girl characters, so she 
‘was able to get rid of her 
balikbayan mold. 

‘Anne shares that she 
has improved her profi- 
ciency in Filipino y tak- 


workers. She hasnt lost 
her Australian accent, 
though. It comes out 
when she talks to her fa- 
ther she says. 


Sitcom 

Now that shes in a 
soap opera, Anne says 
she mises being ina st- 
соп. "1 dont want to be 
‘ypecastin drama. I want 
0 do comedy too.” 

But, in the future, 
Anne would like to 
purse her dream of 
becoming a lawyer, 
just like her dad, who 
recently retired. She 
plans to study law in 
Australia, where she 
was born and raised. 
Meanwhile, she 
plans to finish high 
School next year. 

Anne is also missing 
ошоп quality time with 
her family because of 
her hectic schedule 

For instance, she 
wasn’t able to join her 
family on their last wip 
backto Australia. 


first of a planned three book series, Ба first- 
person narrative бот the 63-year-old music 
icon, who rose to fame in the early 1960s 
and whose musical syle ranged from folk 
‘and blues to rock, country and gospel. 


Singular achievement 

"The first volume of his memoirs focuses 
оп significant periods in Dylan's Ше and is 
described by publisher David Rosenthal as 
“extraordinary revealing and surprising. It 
is а beautifully written, singular achieve- 
ment.” The 304 page book is due out on 
Oc. 12 and will be followed about a week 
later by an updated edition of “Lyris 
1962-2001,” a compendium of lyrics to 
nearly every Dylan song. 


Bom Robert Zimmerman in Duluth, 
Minnesota, Dylan left the University of 
Minnesota for New York’s Greenwich Vi- 
lage folk-music scene at the start of the 
19605. He soon won Бате for such protest 
anthems as “Blowin in the Wind" and 
“The Times They are A-Changir!.” 


Poetry 

“The scrawny mid Westemer who wrote 
Iris ike poetry and sang with a distinctive 
how shifted to more introspective material 
Не later added electric instrumentation as 
he helped стеже the folk-rock sound and 
scored a big hit with “Like a Rolling Stone" 

He previously published "Tarantu- 
la,” а 1971 volume of poems. Reuters 
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THEY STOLE HIS IDENTITY, NOW HE WANTS IT BACK. 
IN THEATERS SEPT. 22 


d Кореа Ф Sta Entertainment Corporation 


SHANG CINEPLEX 


POWER PLANT 
CINE MA m S 


Rockwell Center, Makati City — @ Tel. No: 
иннннининниннинниннни 


ЖС Tag-init 
3C anacondas 
X God send 


THE NOTEBOOK 
О sm 
TE 
[ir 
THE TERMINAL 
паша 


ANACONDAS 
Ea a S POPI a so 


[oor 


Princess DIARIES 2 
би 
DODGEBALL 


i, 22908 гаен SL 


mall 
Tel. No. 7286.61.50 


METROPOLI 
(ама ЈЕ 


 GODSEND 
Pasa 
1003155307451000 


y Young 
Kvirgins 
Tag-init 
4f Toolbox 
K Murder 


DODGEBALL ‘THE TERMINAL 
Pata GP 


1253355457551005 | 210445720955 Tel. No. 8504285 


THE NOTEBOOK 
PG13 
12002405040,010 


TERMINAL 
GP 
1210245520755,1020 


ANACONDAS 
rats 
12503085207 35950 

Bold Affair 
MATWIEE P30.00 - PRES SEATING - SCREENINGS BEFORE 5 Ри - HOM. TO PRI. Tel No. 8735006. 10 More movies on A4-3 


© SHOWING TODAY at SM MEGAMALL CINEMA Б Pam үлүшү „ы 


“The European Union in cooperation with Mowetfund Film Institute, The Podium ft SM Cinemas presents 259. 1040 
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(CZECH REPUBLICI 4 E 550, 8:05, 1020 she enters the room 
‘ty Jan Hebel T by Fernande Aranos GUARANTEED SEATS. iq from a taping of the 


teleserye, “Hiram.” . 
= “Its hard to act in a 


THE BIGGEST EUROPEAN FILM FEST TO HIT THE COUNTRY! RE soap opera. For 


T A N sometime, I only act- 
NEM — mus ed in comedies," she 
call SM Cinemas at 9331901 Ea E Me pai sema says, smiling now. “I 
emi came from Asap Ma- 
|] nia,' so 1 was in high spirits when 1 got here. 
But, had to cry for my first scene in Hiram!” 
In the series, she plays her total opposite. 
‘THE TERMINAL DODGEBALL Her character, Stephanie, is unloved by her 
1050, 115,320,545, 800, 2 41001115330 545800 | mother Sophia (Dina Bonnevie). "My direc- 
ја 15 tor, Jerry Lopez Sineneng, helps me a lot. He 
PG13 asks me, ‘When was the late time you were be- 

trayed?' " 


р 
with her costars on TV. 


Aquarians 
TICKET PRICES & SCREENING TIME SUBJECT TO CHANGE WITHOUT PRIOR NOTICE. Anne values her wonderful working rela- 
CENTER, ORTIGAS AVENUE, GREENHILLS, SAN JUAN, tees tionship with co-stars Dina, Kris Aquino and 
Heart Evangelista. “We're all Aquarians, so 

magkaka-ugali kami,” she avers. 
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NOW SHOWING $ 
Hanks, Spielberg 
deliver another Winner 


By Rito. Asilo 


“The Terminal 
D: Steven Spielberg. 
$: Tom Hanks, Catherine Zeta 
Jones 


IN this week's must-see movie, an 
Eastern European tourist, Viktor Na- 
vorski (a superbly charismatic Tom 
Hanks), finds himself stuck at the ter- 
minal of New York's John E Kennedy 
airport after a coup d'etat leaves his 
native country in turmoil. making 
histravel documents invalid, and Vik- 
кога "man without a country.” 


> Viktor takes up residence in the termi- 
nal, and uses his innate ingenuity to 
: find food and earn a living, while he 
waits for his country’s political situa- 
+ tion toease up. 
; Inthe process, he gets to know the. 
; Various people who inhabit the 
place—and even meets and gets a 
‚ crush on a beautiful flight attendant 
(Zeta Jones), a damsel in distress 
who keeps falling for the wrong man. 
t^ The томе works on two levels: As 
a sweet, effortless comedy about a 
{ man caught in dire circumstances be- 
yond his control, and as an ingenious- 
X ју crafted cinematic metaphor for the 
evils of bureaucracy (which charac- 
terizesa great number of government 
agencies—local ог foreign)--and 
how the resilienceof the human spirit 
‘wins over seemingly insurmountable 
adversities. (Tell me you can't relate 
tothis, and ГИ say уоште fibbing.) 
The story seems highly improbable, 


LONDON—Bestseling chil- 
dren's author J. K. Rowling has 
given fans of her Harry Potter 
books a brief but tantalizing taste 
of the next title in the series 
chronicling the boy wizard's ad- 
ventures, a report said recently. 
Visitors to her website, 
wwwjkrowling.com, were able 
у toplayan online game of darts, 
which, if accomplished success- 
fully, revealed the picture of a 


Creation 


Rowling's website has proved astonish- 
ingly successful among Harry Potter fans 
eager for information about her creation 


between books. 


‘Out’ needs to deal 


By Nestor U. Torre 


LAST Saturday, Channel 7 started telecasting 
“Out,” its new show about the gay life. Since 
: gays are said to comprise some 10 percent of 
the population, there is a clear and felt need 


for such a show. 


Unfortunately, the first telecast occasional- 
ly took the program into some relatively un- 
promising and inefficient directions, so some 


reassessment may be in order. 


For one thing, the show's “confessional” 
tone (its three hosts “outed” themselves on- 
camera) is good for the program's honesty 
factor and could motivate some viewers to be 
similarly fortheoming in their own lives, but 
the way it was presented was too simplistic 


and even insensitive. 


Privacy 


For instance, we felt for the sister of one of 
the hosts, who had to hear her brother's “con- 
full view of many viewers. That 
was a difficult and complex moment for hes, 
and since she isn't a TV professional, her pri- 


fession’ 


vacy should have been respected 


ples to appear on the program. 


“The ideal would be to show that members of 

the third sex need not be impersonators, par- 
+, loristas and other vivid and even lurid types. But 
most other types could be inhibited by the 
prospect of coming out on such a public те 
um as television, so the first telecast was mainly 
limited to showing the more florid types. 

This is an aspect of gayness that is already 


ROWLING. 
Tantalizing hints. 


safe on the page, the Sun newspaper said. 
Those able to crack the safe's code were 
able to see two sentences from the as-yet 
unreleased sixth book in the series, “Harry 
Potter and the Half-Blood Prince.” 


„ _ There also appeared to be a problem with 
2 finding representative gay and lesbian cou- 


ZETA JONES (ef), Kumar Pallana (center) and Hanks (right) in "The 


Terminal." 


but Spielberg's characters bristle with 
such vulnerability and humanity that 
its hard to tell the protagonists from 
the antagonists. 

(In fact, "Terminal" is loosely based 
on the predicament, not the story and 
circumstances of exile, of Merhan 
Nasseri, a 58-year-old Iranian nation- 
al who has spent 15 years living in the 
terminal of Paris’ Charles de Gaulle 
airport in France. In 1988, on his way 
to London, after claiming loss of his 
passport in France, he decided to take 
up residence at the airport—and has 
lived there since! Dreamworks re- 
portedly paid Nasseri a hefty 
$275,000 for the rights to his story) 

Hanks paces the talented cast that 
includes Zeta Jones, Diego Luna СҮ 
Tu Mama Tambien"), Stanley Tucci 
and Zoe Saldana. Need we say that 
the production and technical values 
are topnotch? Some people may find 
this film a little sappy. Bur, if it's this 
good, who cares? 


: | ЈК. Rowling gives sneak preview 
of new Harry Potter title 


lion visits. 


Secrets 


rather like an old lion. 


slight limp.” 


cessful spin-off films. 


well-represented and even exploited on many 
sitcoms, variety shows and other TV pro- 
grams, so “Out” made little new contribution 


in this regard. 


More creative 


‘Thus, it has to be more creative about get- 
ting the non-show biz types of gays to con- 
tribute to its laudable endeavor to expand and 
enrich the viewing publics perception of the 


gay community. 


‘swishy or butch-femme types. 
Delimiting context 


tions and biases. 


‘A lot of help could be provided by greater 
access to psychologists who could clarify the 
roots and nature of gayness, so that both gay 
and straight viewers can relate to it in a more 
informed and less kneejerk way. 

The important thing is to go beyond ini 
buzz, controversy and shock value, to more 
productively shed light on that lavender clos- 


et—both inside it, and out. 


In July, it was reported that 
in the eight weeks the site had 
been up and running, it had re- 
ceived an astonishing 220 mil- 


The extract from the latest 
book is unlikely to reveal any 
secrets to even the most ardent 
Potter-philes, reading, accord- 
ing to the Sun: "He looked 


“There were streaks of grey in his tawny 
hair and his bushy eyebrows: he had keen 
yellowish eyes behind a pair of wire- 
rimmed spectacles and a certain rangy, lop- 
ing grace, even though he walked with a 


‘The next book will be the second to the 
last in the planned series of seven, which 
have already spawned three hugely suc- 


If non-show biz gays balk at appearing on 
"TV, more judiciously controlled and perhaps 
covert interviews could be conducted. 

Also, talent scouts with more varied con- 
tacts should be employed, to enrich the pro- 
gram's line-up of guests beyond the usual 


The show should further expand its own 
perception of gays beyond their “entertai 
ment" and “psychological pain” aspects, to 
clude the delimiting context of pertinent soci- 
etal attitudes, kneejerk responses, and laws. 

In other words, to liberate its viewers, the 
show must first free itself of its own limita- 


“Dodgeball: A True 


Underdog Story” 
D: Rawson Thurber 
: Vince Vaughn, Ben Stiller 


Peter La Fleur (Vince Vaughn) is 
about to lose his rundown gym, Aver- 
age Joe's, to White Goodman's (Ben 
Stiller) gym chain—unless he steers his 
team of тартар, intellectully-chal- 
lenged teammates to a $50,000 victory 
at the Vegas dodgeball tournament. 
Not if Goodman has his way, of course! 

Stiller plays another kooky character, 
and his performance comes off relatively 
well Ви, its Rip Tor who steals scenes 
as the colorful coach (a role he plays 
‘with lunatic gusto) of Vaughn's team. 

Thurbers movie is silly and pre- 
dictable, but it amuses and entertains, 
with its fast-paced editing, dead-on hu- 
‘mor and unpretentious gags. 

Cameo alert: Lance Armstrong, 
Chuck Norris, William Shamer and 
David Hasselhoff. 
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High School 


Algebra « Geometry 


Calculus « Chemistry 


English « Reading « Science 
Mathematics « Mental Math Training 


Trigonometry + General Science 
Biology + Chemistry # Physics • English 


English « College Algebra 
Trigonometry + Analytic Geometry 


MSA trains you to excel 


МА Review Programs 


Philippine Science H.S. 
Ateneo, La Salle, Miriam 


College Entrance Tests 
SAT GMAT GRE NMAT 

Law Aptitude Exam 
Professional Levels 
Civil Service Exam, CSEE, CESO, 
IELTS, TSE, TOEFL, ТИЕ 
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That's the least of my concern." 


The grueling hours spent in the hospital is likened to a lifetime of 
stress and will most likely show its signs on your face; pimples and 
‘thers. Good thing I got Nora's Skin Care treatment to take care of 
the ravages of stress, while I continue my work of saving lives. 


HYGIENIZATION aseptic. scarless removal of unwanted 


pimples, blackheads, whiteheads and 


warts, 


Nora's Hotline 
532-2115 


DEKERATINIZATION the peeling off of the outer skin layer to 
bring out the younger, lovelier skin, underneath, without 


damaging underlying tissues. 


BEAUTY SKIN ENHANCEMENT 


Caring your skin with proven beauty skin formulations 


available to our clients. 


OTHER SPECIAL SERVICES 


Permanent eyebrow, eyeline and lipline tattoo, hand wrinkle 
removal, cosmetic surgery by a certified plastic surgeon. 
US (California) Branch: 10041 Lampson Avo.. Gardangrove Самота 


USA 27840 та (71419303124 o Dr Pend He 


'up.Cold water 


Ur. sugar, salt and baki 


margarine and mix to form pea 


GIF. 427 Martinez St, 
Mandaluyong City 
сис Schoduls: 

Monday-Friday 10AM to TPM 

Saturday. ЗАМ to BPM 


foods Vienna Tidbits 


thin sheet. 
“agoodresult— 


QUICKMELT CHEESE, 
grated 
3 їо 4 cups water 


ieets of wax 


a 


Procedure: Melt таг 


'garine in a saucepan, 


baking dish. Prick crust with a fork to ой 
air to pass and prevent Ballo; 


Bake at 350 degrees Fahrenheit for 


a low 
oning of crust. 


Saute garlic and onis 
onions A. 
mo (dd Bell peppers: 


pork kasim. Cook until pork 


changes in color. Pour in water 


‘and broth of © 


15 to 20 minutes or until golden in color: 


мег and let boil. Allow to 


simmer and keep covered until meat is | 
\ 


Makes 6 to 8 servings. 


recipe ka ba na pinasarap ng Mage 
g with one 


emply box of Mi 


tender. Add potatoes and cook until tender. 

Stir in carrots and Vienna tidbits, Cook for ^ 

a couple of minutes and add MAGNOLIA ; 
QUICKMELT CHEESE. Mix well. 


Quickmetz! 


> 


ia Quickmelt? Share И а At baka mahalo ka ng gifi pack mula ea Magnoha Quickmeit 
оца Quickmelt te Magnolia, Inc., Legaspi cor. Eagle 
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Sergio 

ву 
SERGIO Mendes initially became 
famous in the '605 for interweav- 
ing two beautiful female voices in 
his songs. Through a series of 
breezy easy-listening bossa nova 
tracks, he caught the attention of 
producer Herb Alpert, and soon 
became a household name. 

Inthe recent compilation, “The 
Ultimate Hits—Sergio Mendes: 3 
Decades of Music,” the magic 
Mendes weaves affirms the time- 
lessness of his music—though the 
popular song, “The Trouble With 
Hello Is Goodbye,” is conspicu- 
ously absent. 


P. Asilo 


Fresh cover 

The first track, a fresh cover of 
Jorge Ben's “Mais Que Nada” 
(which means “Its nothing”), was 
his groups first hit. He signed up 
the then unknown Lani Hall 


Mendes compilatio 


bi s, 


MENDES. Timeless music. - 


("Come What May") to sing lead 
vocals with Janis Hansen and Karen 
Philipp. And the rest is history. 

The 19-track collection, a musi- 
cal potpourri with unabashedly 
strong sentiments about love, 
longing and second chances, cov- 
ers the most commercially success- 
ful period of the band. They tend 
to be repetitive—but, they are 
characterized by messages of hope 


Keeping cable 


By Nestor U. Torre 


RECENTLY, we heard that some 
service suppliers were 
ing of raising their sub- 
scription rates by as much as 20 
percent. Factors cited include 
higher operating costs, failure to 
avail of tax credits, higher annu- 
al fees billed by overseas pro- 
grammers, and the peso's depre- 
ciation against the US dollar. 
The increase in cable TV fees 
may be warranted, but customers 
are so strapped for the additional 
funds needed that they may not 
beable to paythe higher rates. 


Less extensive. 

Thus, they could be forced to 
shift to the less extensive, but also 
less expensive cable schemes of- 
fered by smaller suppliers--or 


stop paying for cable TV complete- 
y 


Nobody wants that to happen, 
so cable suppliers should listen to 
the alternative scheme proposed 
by some viewers: They want to pay 
the same rates for fewer channels, 
provided that the remaining chan- 
nels are to their liking. 

Now, we know that the “good” 
channels cost big money to access 
from overseas, while the channels in 
obscure languages cost much less 
and are even included for free in the 
"bundle" of cable channels pack- 
aged by overseas programmers. 


Solution 

So, the solution doesn't lie in 
simply narrowing our cable view- 
ing options to the best ones, but 
coming up with a compromise 
package of “mustsees” and 


аиы Шаш, 


and a positive vibe. And God 
knows we need them these days! 


Soaring vocals 

"Rainbows Ends” features 
soaring vocals and an upbeat 
chorus: “Just one more story from 
a lonely road/Just one more 
chapter and a second chance/ 
Another journey and the wishing 
well out ona rainbow's end.” 

In “Put A Little Love Away,” he 
advises the broken-hearted: “Ev- 
erybody needs a penny for a rainy 
day/Keep another thought in 
mind/Somebody's gonna leave/ 
Somebody's gonna stay behind/ 
So, put a little love away.” How 
practical! 

Our top pick is the frolicky 
“Waters of March” which, despite 
being consistently reworked by 
singers, is still a joy to listen to—a 
reminder that everything around 
us may seem unimportant, but 


we can also derive joy from 
them: 


Amusing 

“A stick, а stone... it's the end of 
the road/ Its the end of the 
stump... its a beam, it's void/ its 
a hunch...its a hope/ and the 
rivers, they talk of the waters of 
Матау Its the end of the strain/ 
Its the joy in your heart.” Sappy ro- 
mantic poetry fills his lyrics, but its 
nevertheless amusing. 

Repeated spins of the collec- 
tion will allow you to rediscover 
narrative depths that are some- 
times overshadowed by musical 
sentimentality. 

His emotionalism may seem 
overpowering sometimes, but 
when these songs are sung by 
powerful voices that give them 
life and meaning, how can we 
complain? We sing and hum 
them still, don’t we? 


TV rates down 


“could-sees.” 

Take a look at current cable of- 
ferings: Animal Planet, Animax, 
AXN, BBC World, Cartoon Net- 
work, Channel V, Cinema One, 
Cinemax, CNBC Asia, CNN, Dis- 
covery, Disney, ESPN, ETC, Fox 
News, Hallmark, HBO Asia, 
Knowledge, Lifestyle Network, 
MYX, National Geographic, Nick- 
elodeon, Solar USA, Solar Sports, 
Sports Plus, Star Mandarin, Star 
Movies, Star Sports, Star World, 
ТСТ World, EWTN. 

‘Several packages could be of- 
fered, with different rates of pay- 
ment. For many of these offer- 
ings, the current fee of P2,000 per 
quarter could still be charged. For 
more viewing options, a higher 
fee could be collected. 

But, for people who can pay 
only a budget rate, a more selec- 
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tive but still, representative list- 
ing could be drawn up: One 
channel each for news, movies, 
programs for children, sports, 
religion, show biz, science, real- 
ity TV the arts, lifestyle. 


Preferences 

Thats only 10 cable channels, 
but they would fairly compre- 
hensively service viewers’ TV 
preferences. Would a cable sup- 
plier agree to package that mod- 
est but adequate mini-bundle? 

The viewing options would 
be reduced, but so would the 
costs and cable fees, so more 
people could sign up. The im- 
portant thing is, the price spiral 
would be controlled, neutral- 
ized and even brought down. 
So, less would really end up be- 
ing more! 
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Hope, positive vibe in new Cit sets new catholic 


TV Advocacy” seminar 


LAST June, the Office on Women 
of the Catholic Bishops Conference 
of the Philippines held a very suc- 
cessful seminar, "Catholic Advoca- 
cy for Television." 

The pioneering seminar sought 
to effectively under- 
stand television in all 
its aspects, as itis cur- 
rently being practised in the Philip- 
pines, with the view in mind of ob- 
jectively and proficiently evaluat- 
ing the effect of TV programs, par- 
ticularly on young viewers. 

сеп went on to launch a new 
Catholic initiative for regular TV 
assessment and review, for the 
guidance of parents, educators, re- 
ligious, lay leaders and students 
who are concemed about what 
children and teen viewers watch. 

‘The seminar's success prompted 
requests for another workshop on 
Sept. 17 and 18 (Friday and Satur- 
day), this time at the Office on 
Women offices at the CBCP com- 
pound. Call 527-1925, 527-8031 
0r 0927-644-7300. 

The new seminar is organized by 
Dr. Zenaida М Rotea and will have 
Nestor U. Torre as its facilitator. 


“The Hunt for Osama 
Bin Laden’ 

А one-hour special, "The Hunt 
for Osama Bin Laden,” airs tonight 
at 9 on the Discovery Channel, 
marking the third anniversary of 
the Sept. 11, 2001 terrorist attacks 
оп New York and Washington. 

Why does Bin Laden remain at 
large? The special goes inside the 
American intelligence communi 
to survey the efforts to bring the 
world's most wanted terrorist to 
justice. 

Search for Playful Parents 

The Nickelodeon Channel takes 
to the streets of the Philippines, 
Singapore, Malaysia and New 
Zealand to find a parent in each 
‘country who is best able to de- 
scribe how he or she plays with his 
kids. 

Parents are invited to send in en- 
чу forms and other requirements 
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to the Nickelodeon office at Unit C, 
The Fort Entertainment Center, 
Bonifacio Global City, Taguig, or 
through wwwnicksplaycom/play- 
ful parent before Sept. 24. 
‘One lucky parent from the 
-Philippines will be se- 
lected to appear on 
7 Nickelodeon with his or 
her kid in November. 


JENNIFER Garner stars in “13 
Going on 30,” 


“13 Going on 30" 

Mellow Touch 947 and: 
Columbia Pictures invite viewers 
to the premiere of the hit romantic 
comedy, “13 Going on 30.” The 
special screening will be held at 
7:30 p.m. on Sept. 13 at Robinson's 
Movieworld at Robinson's Galleria. 
For free invites, listen to 94.7 


Movies on TV 

On the Cinemax channel, Sept. 
11 at 9 рт, “Dolores Clairborne." 
Sept. 12 at 7:30 a.m., “The Age of 
Innocence.” Sept. 13 at 9 рт, 
“Peggy Sue Got Married.” Sept. 14 
217 30 a.m., “Tom Curtain.” Sept. 
15 ar 12:40 a.m., "Virtual Storm." 
Sept. 16 at 5:15 p.m., “The People 
Across the Lake.” Sept. 17 at 9:15 
am. "Thoroughly Modern Millie” 


‘Anaconda’ opens at No. | 

The competition was eaten 
alive at the box office as the new 
action-adventure, . “Anacondi 
‘The Hunt for the Blood Orchid, 
opened at No. 1 in the Philippines 
for the Sept. 1-5 weekend, with a 
nationwide gross of P31.4 mil- 
lion. 

The gross surpasses the open- 
ing of the 1997 original “Anacon- 
da” film starring Jennifer Lopez. 
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SAD serena лом “SATURDAY Special |. O Аз: 
Film protagonists face daunting challenges 


By Nestor U. Torre 


aid 


"OPEN Water" which made > 
waves at the 2004 Sundance Film + 
Festival, has become the most 
Successful independently-pro- " 
duced film of the year 

Made ona budget of $300,000 
by Chris Kentis, “Open Water” 
has already grossed an impres- 
sive $23.5 million after two 
weeks of release. It was the first 
film picked up for distribution 
from among the Sundance en- 
tries this year. 


fent 
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“OPEN WATER.” Scuba divers 
T x cope with the dangers of the 
Decision TAXI ‘Quen Latifah. dressed asd speechlessvictimapiece “RAISING HELEN.” Kate Hudson (left) with one of thefilm’s child Briny deep. 

Based on true events, “Open performers. 
Па se неса Ashestruggles to cope with his is а buddy comedy, but it also musing viewing treat. untapped pockets of courage and 
findthat theyve Keen left behind. sky and difficult job that often placesitsleadinglady, Queen Lat- — Herbuddyintheflmisplayed righteous ruthlessness that en- 
by their boat. They now face the shortchanges his wife and kids, Ман, ina tough spot as itcastsher by young comedian Jimmy Fal- able him to subdue his tormentor 
a куйп to swim he relies on the support of his in the unconventional role of lon. His challenge in “Taxi” is to and adversary. 
тө атой iland. of staying chief, Mike Kennedy (Travolta), “speed queenofcar drivers.” convince viewers that he's the |... 
Where they are in the hope that and his second family the other p; world's worst driver! Glittering world 
they will soon be found. firefighters in his team. Right actress And, in “Secret Window,” Finally, “Raising Helen” stars - 

‘Another film that subjects ко -, WhenJackbecomes trapped in То dojustice totherole, Queen Johnny Depp's big challenge is to Kate Hudson as a high-flying ca- 
protagonists to unusual tests of thie Worst blaze of his career, his Latifah had to train hard to con- survive the onslaught of a psycho reer woman whose glittering 
ракавот ag The action life and the aspects of it that he vince viewers that she was the hillbilly who believes that Depp's word comes crashing down 
thriller starring John Travolta holds most dear—family, dignity right actress for the part, with character plagiarized history. when she is compelled to take firefighters stars John Travolta 
ALIN Phoenix focuses on courage--come into focus. As is driving and racing lessons from Depp makes his character, care of her sisters three young and Joaquin Phoenix. 
Baltimore firefighter Jack Morri- fellow firemen do all they canto morning пі. Mort, a disheveled hard-lucky children. 
aa Denia) B he wakes the rescue him, Jack’ life hangs in But it was all worth it, because case. He starts out depressed and Нег world is effectively tumed е three kids are completely de- 
Ноа from rookie to tea thebalmee. Queen Latifah's stunts in the weak-willed, but as the danger upsidedown and even inside-out, pendent on her and her gutsy re- 
soned veteran. For its part, Tim Storys "Taxi" movie make it an exciting and be- escalates, he discovers heretofore but she can't afford to fail, because solve. 


“LADDER 49.” Film about 


Currently the country's #1 selling album! 
| THE ULTIMATE HITS 


3 DECADES OF MUSIC 


FEATURING 

. TAKE THIS LOVE, 

WHAT DO WE MEAN TO EACH OTHER, 

NEVER GONNA LET YOU GO, 

LET'S GIVE A LITTLE MORE THIS TIME 

RAINBOW'S END, PUT A LITTLE LOVE AWAY, 

HEY LOOK AT THE SUN, WAITING FOR LOVE 
AND MORE 
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Cesar Montano wants to revive me 


By Behn Cervantes 


N THE '50s, the 
[Г film industry, 

which was based in 
Cebu, was active and 
thriving. Bisaya, after all, 
is spoken all over the is- 
lands, and as far as Min- 
danao. Some people 
claim that the dialect is 
more widely spoken than 
Tagalog, although the lat- 
ter has become more pop- 
ular due to Manila-pro- 
duced films and TV 
shows. 


Forefront 

Matt Ranillo and Gloria 
Sevilla were at the forefront 
of this alternative to Manila- 
produced fil 
Visayan celebrities. include 
Chanda Romero, Pilita Cor- 
rales, Caridad Sanchez, 
Dulce, Pinky Marquez and Ce- 
sar Montano, who hails from 
nearby Bohol. 

Cesar has reached the pinna- 
cle of his career. Over the years, 
he has proven himself a potent 
box-office attraction in com- 
mercial and dramatic vehicles. 
He's also at home in action 
flicks and in romantic vehicles. 

He has revealed his dark side 
in critically-acclaimed films like 
“Muro Ami,” “Bagong Buwan” 
and “Rizal.” As an actor, he has 
battled the veritable quixotic 
windmills, 

'Panaghoy sa Suba,” a film 
that Cesar is producing, star- 
ring and directing in his native 
Bohol is.his latest uphill battle. 
Cesar hopes Visayari-produced 
films in their native language 
will bean alternative to Manila- 
produced films meant for a 
Tagalog-speaking audience. 


Aspirations 

He intends to produce more 
films that will address Visayans’ 
needs and express their aspira- 
tions while highlighting their cul- 
ture, history and sensibilities. 

The move to produce 
Visayan films also intends to 
decentralize the Filipino film 
industry. 

Over the years, Cesar has qui- 
etly fought what to others seem. 
like windmills. Despite vast 
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MONTANO. Intends to produce more films that will address Visayans' needs. 


amounts offered for his service, 
he turned down millions of pe- 
sos to advertise alcoholic prod- 
ucts and cigarettes. 

He reasons that celebrities 
must consider young fans who 
might get wrong signals from the 
irresponsible stars they emulate. 

His manager, Norma Japitana, 
shakes her head at the income 
lost, although she does so with 
obvious admiration for her 
ward's unflinching principles. 


Latest battle 

Therefore, Cesar's latest 
battle has rhyme and reason. 
It is deeper than it appears. 
Fortunately for the local film 
industry, there are artists like 
him who look beyond profit 
and consider the long-term 
consequences of such der- 
ring-do. With Norma J, 
scriptwriter Cris Vertido and 
other friends behind him, Ce- 
sar has the moral and finan- 
cial support to continue his 
battles in order to discover 
new horizons with greater 
meaning for an audience 
presently trapped by condi- 
tions not of their making. 

To achieve success in sel- 
dom tapped territories ге- 
quires daring, enduring for 
tude, and steadfast friends. 
Fortunately, Cesar has all of 
the above. We can only extol 
this warrior for his (nearly) 
impossible but laudable 
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Emotion never lingers in ‘Vanity Fair’ 


By Anthony Breznican tive social boundaries of London 


in the early 18005. 


Cruel fat cats 

Everyone is preoccupied with 
title, appearance and money to а 
degree that is sickening and, ulti 
mately, pretty dull. You want to 
cheer for Becky as she tries to im- 
prove her lot, but there is no 
room for romance, n 
joy, no especially clever skewer- 
ing of the cruel fat cats. 

Becky is a gold digger to the 
end. Witherspoon's accent is 
dead-on, but her performance re- 
mains cold, You don't care about 
Becky's success, nor for the 
downfall of her prey. Perhaps she 
remains “of her time,” and the 
American notion of the pursuit of 
happiness renders quaint her 
quest for baubles and fawning. 

Becky insinuates herself into 
the upper crust as a governess, 
teaching the children of down- 


LOS ANGELES--Adapting cen- 
turies-old literature into a mod- 
ern Hollywood movie is always a 
dicey enterprise, if for no other 
reason than a dense 19th century 
novel is likely to include much 
more of the necessary detail and 
historical context for a 21st cen- 
tury reader to relate to the char- 
acters and their motivations. 

‘Those getting their primary in- 
troduction to William Makepeace 
‘Thackeray's “Vanity Fair" from 
the new film starring Reese With- 
erspoon will find themselves fre- 
quently adrift as director Mira 
Nair sprints through the epic- 
sized story. 


Impoverished orphan 
Witherspoon stars as Becky 
Sharp, an impoverished orphan 
‘who uses her beauty, charm and 
education to climb up the restric- 


Focus on 


By Amadis Ma. Guerrero zine, FHM, and the latter replied, 
“Definitely. What's the problem 
with that? We are a sexual and vi- 
olent society.” 

Beltran brought up the mat- 
ter of depicting women as sex 
objects, which is “violative of 
their rights. We have to take a 
stand. So, we go around the 
country promoting equality. 
Don't treat women as sex ob- 
jects!" 

The women of FHM, however, 
don't seem to mind being sex ob- 
јест, as they cheerfully pose un- 
dad or half-naked. "They do this 
for publicity,” Ramos pointed out. 
“They are willing to do this. 
Makikilala sila, dadami ang pro- 
jects nila... . And ме don't pay 
thema centavo.” 

Hernando noted, “Wherever 
you go there's exploitation of sex. 
For the publishers and producers, 
it's a matter of economics. But the 


ARE Filipino audiences—and we 
mean the males—tired of bold 
movies? “Mainstream ѕеху 
movies don't make money any- 
more,” said director Erik Matti. 
“And yet sex is all over, the ads, 
etc.” And, of course, the sleazy 
tabloids. 

Mattis remarks were made 
during the recent monthly forum 
of the Cultural Center of the 
Philippines, entitled “Sining Tak- 
takan.” The theme this time was 
“Sex and Violence—Pinoy Style." 

Along with Matti, the other re- 
source persons were Mario Her- 
nando, Eric Ramos, Hermie Bel- 
tran, and Richard Somes. 


Selling point 

Ed Cabagnot, head of the ССР5 
Film Division, asked Ramos if sex 
was the selling point of his maga- 
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JAMES Purefoy and Reese Witherspoon star in Mira Nair's “Vanity 
Fair.’ æ 
on-his-luck Sir Pitt (a grizzled 
Bob Hoskins) for a brief time and 
helping him clean up his clut- 
tered old mansion to impress a 
rich old relative (Eileen Atkins), 


who has more money than she 
can live to spend. 

This is the primary goal of each 
character: try to look like you 
don't need money to impress 


sex and violence, Pinoy style 


concern of the MTRCB is the 
young minds of children. It you're 
old enough to vote, you can see 
whatyou want. 


Handling 

"Hindi porke't sex masama,” 
Hernando qualified. "Even the 
Bible has a sexy part. Its in the 
handling." 

Beltran declared, "Sex is the 
highest form of love. But to make 
money from someone (who is not. 
too educated) masama yun.” 

So, what can we do? 

“Stop patronizing trash," sug- 
gested Beltran, “Improve the 
quality of education,” recom- 
mended Hernando. “As for the 
tabloids, police and even ordi- 
nary citizens can sue them.” 

“Lets not just blame others..... 
let's do our part. Let's influence 
other sectors,” urged CCP vice 
president Nanding Josef. 

Wisdom from the mouth of 
babes: “Our environment is а re- 
flection of who we are,” said one 
student. Or, more to the point, 
what we have become. 


Not appropriate 

“Pero ibang usapan ang mga 
bata. There are jokes and shows 
that are not appropriate for TV 
because children have access to 
them. The jokes are bastos. Al- 
so, there's the matter of 
pornography. It's not for eight- 
year-olds.” 

Оп the other hand, he added, 
“There are violent films that are 
artistic.” 

To which an out-school-youth 
brought in a new dimension: “Sa 
rally, me pinukpok ng pulis, dokto- 
ra payata. Violence din yon...” 

Matti observed, "Somebody 
said, if the society lacks ideas, 
you turn to sex, Look at TV, the 
sitcoms, no ideas." 


Michael Moore to pursue best picture Oscar 


LOS ANGELES—Michael Moore 
says he won't submit "Fahrenheit 
9/11" for consideration as best 
documentary at this year's Acade- 
my Awards. Instead, he's going 
for the bigger prize of best pic- 
ture, 

Moore's critically acclaimed 
film slams President George W. 
Bush's war on terror as lackluster, 
ill-advised and corrupt. The 
movie has cheered Democrats, 
but enraged the president's sup- 
porters, who booed Moore when 
he visited the Republican Nation- 
al Convention last week. 


Defeat 

“For me, the real Oscar would 
be Bush's defeat on Nov. 2,” 
Moore told the Associated Press 
during a phone interview from 


MOORE. Going for the bigger 
prize this time, 


Films division from distributing 
the politically controversial film. 

In the midst of the presidential 
campaign, Moore's announce- 
ment is a strategic move for his 
Oscar campaign. Documentaries 
and animated films have their 
own categories. But, the conven- 
tional wisdom in Hollywood is 
that those niche awards can limit 
a film's appeal in the overall best 
picture class. 

Moore said he and his produc- 


Marni Nixon, dubber 


By Behn Cervantes 


come a sensation that collected 
5117.3 million at the box office in 
the United States this summer, 
despite an early roadblock when 
Walt Disney banned its Miramax 


that song herself, someone else 
was. In fact, it was the same voice 
that dubbed for the beautiful Ava 
and the lissome Cyd when they 
rendered equally sexy numbers, 

Ava had a good voice and even 
Lena Horne understood beautiful 
Ava's disappointment when her 
singing voice was dubbed for those 
fabulous songs like "Bill" and “My 
Man" in “Show Boat.” Her rendi- 
tions nevertheless remain in the 
soundtrack of the movie. 

Her voice likewise dubbed for 
“One Touch of Venus,” where she 
sexily sang “Speak Low” as the Gre- 
cian Goddess of Beauty. But we 
hear her real voice in "Mogambo, 
where she renders "Comin Thru 
"The Rye," given an erotic musical 
twist, 

MGM prima ballerina Cyd 
Charisse was dubbed in all her 
musicals, no matter that she was 
paired with Gene kelly in 
“Brigadoon” or Fred Astaire in 
“Bandwagon.” Hollywood's pre- 
mier danseurs, however were not 
dubbed, despite the fact tha 
their voices gave Sinatra no 
sleepless nights. 


HOLLYWOOD is synonymous 
with make-believe. What you get 
ain't what is, or at least not neces- 
sarily so. So, when a macho star 
jumps off a four-story building, it 
is most certainly a double. If the 
beautiful damsel in trouble all of 
а sudden defeats a dozen villains 
with her karate skills, you can ber 
your last deflated peso that it’s re- 
ally her karate double. 

In Hollywood, stars now even 
use body doubles for those who 
don't have Coca-Cola curv 
limb doubles for those who don't 
have legs like, say, Marlene Diet- 
rich, Betty Grable, Linda Darnell, 
Ann Miller, Cyd Charisse or Angie 
Dickinson. 


Fabulous musicals 

Hollywood too, is known for its 
fabulous musicals, where beautiful 
‘actresses burst into song, either the 
blues or a number worthy of a 
Jeanette McDonald, Deanna Durbin 
or Kathryn Grayson. Rita Hayworth, 
‘Ava Gardner, Cyd Charisse have on 
more than one auspicious screen oc- 
cassion sung sultry blues to an im- 
pressed audience. 

Well, guess what, when la Rita 
was “Bewitched, Bothered and 
Bewildered” with Frank Sinatra 
as Pal Joey, she was not singing 


Happily married 

Charisse was, by the way, happi- 
ly married to Топу Martin, one of 
Hollywood's most prominent bari- 
tones, for which reason the audi- 


ing partner, Harvey Weinstein, 
agreed that “Fahrenheit 9/11" 
would stand a better chance ifthey 
focused solely on the top Oscar. 

He also said he wanted to be 
“supportive of my teammates in 
nonfiction film.” 


would like “Fahrenheit 9/11 to be 
shown on television at some point 
before the presidential election, to 
widen the potential audience. 


Rules 

According to the rules of the 
Academy of Motion Picture Arts 
and Sciences, playing on televi- 
sion would invalidate the film's 
eligibility in the documentary 
category, but not for best picture. 
Still, with the movie coming out 
оп DVD оп Oct. 5, it's not clear 
whether the television deal 
would happen. 

Regardless of who wins the 
election, however, Moore said the 
movie's presence at the Academy 
Awards in February will provide 
another forum for Americans to 
think about its message. 

The issues in the film—terror- 
ism, the war on terrorism, the 
Iraq war—will be with us five 
months from now, sadly,” Moore 
said. "The issues that the film 
raises will be no less rele 
the coming year.” 


Documentaries 

So many documentaries—such 
as the fast-food satire "Super Size 
Me,” and the sober look at Arab 
television news іп “Control 
Room"—have made the rounds in 
theaters recently that Moore, who 
won the best documentary Oscar 
for “Bowling for Columbine,” said 
he wanted to give others a chance 
atthe honor, 

"It's not that want to be disre- 
spectful and say I don't ever want 
to win a documentary Oscar 
again,” Moore said. “This just 
seems like the right thing to do. 1 
don't want to take away from the 
other nominees, and the atten- 
tion thar they richly deserve.” 

Moore also hinted in a recent in- 
terview in Rolling Stone that he 


to the singing stars 


ence thought she was vocally gift- 
ed, too, 

No one complained much 
about stars not doing their own 
singing until 1964, when Julie 
Andrews had become a Holly- 
wood star because of her musical 
creation of Eliza Doolittle in the 
successful adaptation of “My Fair 
Lady." She was Broadway's undis- 
puted singing sensation when she 
reprised her success with Guine- 
vere in "Camelot. 

Therefore, when the film ver- 
sion was made, she was disap- 
pointed that Audrey Hepburn 
was cast in the coveted role. More 
painful was the fact that Audrey's 
singing would be dubbed by 
Marmi. —Marni who? 

Marni Nixon became a recog- 

izable name to lovers of enter- 
tainment trivia when the soprano 
became the singing voice of many 
a Hollywood star. She was the 
singing voice of Deborah Kerr in 
“The King and 1° and in “An Affair 
‘To Remember.” 

‘The singer reveals in an inter- 
view that she studied the roles 2 
welltogivethesongsthedramat- Berstein ceded a percentage of 
ic intensity infused by the acting. his royalties for "West Side Story" 
interpreter. In the case of Debo- 10 Nixon, the musical voice of his 
rah Kerr, she also had to learn her. immortal Maria. That gallant and 
accent and acting sty! generous deed set the precedent, 
On the other hand, she says зо Nixon is now all over the CDs 

the conscientious Kerr stud- and БА musicals, 


ied her singing, so she knew 
when to lift her head up, as Nixon 
did as she hit the high notes. 

Even if Marni remained anony- 
mous to the screen audience, she 
was well-known among Holly- 
wood producers, who wanted 
their actresses to sing as well as 
they looked. Natalie Wood was 
very disappointed, however, to 
find out that, despite producers 
assurance that her voice would 
be used, Nixon had already been 
contracted to interpret Leonard 
Berstein's "West Side Story" arias 
for her character, Мапа. 


Belter 

Even Ann Blyth, who had sung 
with operatic Mario Lanza in 
“The Great Caruso” and rendered 
operetta classics in "The Student 
Prince" and "Rosemarie," was 
dubbed by belter Gogi Grant 
when she sang in "The Helen 
Morgan Story.” 

Fora long time, Marni received 
no credits or album royalties, un- 
til the late composer Leonard 


thi 


those who do. Then maybe they'll 
die and leave you some actual 
class, and then perhaps poor rela- 
tives will kiss up to you, too. 

‘That's juicy material for satire, 
but Nair keeps it at arm's length, 

Becky takes up with Pitt's son 
Rawdon, has a son, survives the 
Napoleonic wars, continually 
tries to keep her household afloat 
with gifts from wealthy admir- 
en. 


something more compelling than 
Becky's scheming. 


Class system 

The fates of both women un: 
derscore how brutally unfair the 
class system was, but only 
Amelia's story is sympathetic: 

"Vanity Fair” may not be possi» 
ble as a feature film:The result is 
simultaneously too rushed, and 
too tedious. All too often, one of 
the story's many vignettes just be- 
comes comfortable when the en- 
tire setting changes and its sud- 
denly 12 years later 

Exposition is delivered im 
shorthand and the plot payoffs 
are skimped. Meanwhile, the 
characters linger in the admitted- 
ly sumptuous settings. Occasion- 
ally, a particularly potent line of 
dialogue will rise to jolt life into: 
the proceedings, like a verbal de- 
fibrilator, but the emotion never 
lingers. AP. 


Exceptional film 
artists recalled . 


By Nestor U. Torre 


Major character 

Meanwhile, her childhood 
friend Amelia (Romola Garai), a 
major, character from the novel 
relegated to supporting status in 
the movie, is not accepted by the 
family of the wealthy soldier she 
marries, and she and her son are 
forced to live a low-caste life after 
he's killed. 

The Amelia subplot offers gen- 
wine warmth and tragedy that 
would have infused the film with 


WE spent an evening with some 
veteran film stalwarts recently, 
and they regaled us with stories 
about colorful and influential 
movie people, some of whose 
works are relevant to this day: 

For instance, they urged us to 
take a good second look at Cesar 
Amigo's “Sa Dulo ng Kris," filmed 
in the 1970s. It presented an up- 
beat view of Christian-Muslim re- 
lations that should be emulated 
in Mindanao today. 

Conrado Baltazar was cited as 
an exceptionally gifted cine- 
matographer who did a lot to give 
Lino Brocka's movies their signa- 
ture look of compelling realism. 


ILAGAN. The most gifted young 
actor of his generation. 


fited greatly from them. 

Katy dela Cruz was in a class all 
her own asa brassy, sassy entertain- 
er She wowed Manila all over again 
when, already in her 705, she flew 
back home to perform again when 
а musical on her life was presented 
to great acclaim in the '805. 

Today, Katy is all of 97 years 
old, and should be honored anew 
for her many contributions to lo- 
cal show bi: 


Gifted and versatile 

Chat Gallardo was a gifted and 
versatile filmmaker who is under- 
rated and often overlooked by 
people who hand out honors, ci- 
tations and lifetime achievement 
awards. He is best represented by 
“Geron Busabos (Ang Bat 
Quiapo)," “Kalibre .4: 
som” and “Tatay Na 5 

Pancho Magalona was ad 
for his suave portrayals, especial- 
ly in the romantic musicals he 
made with his equally popular 
wife, Tita Duran. 

But Pancho had a more serious 
side to him, which was effectively 
showcased in “Hanggang sa Dulo 
bg Daigdig,” for which he won an 
acting award. And he played an 
atrention-calling role in a Holly- 
wood war picture. 


Appreciation 

Mona Lisa is another excep- 
tional senior talent who deserves 
our appreciation. As Fleur de Lis 
(her first screen name), she co- 
starred with Fernando Poe Sr. in 
the 305 movie, "Giliw Ko," one of 
the earliest Filipino films that 
have survived the onus of time 
and neglect. 

Mona Lisa enjoyed а second 
spring in the 705 and 805 as one of 
Brocka's favorite character actresses. 

Ricardo Remias is best remem- 
bered as the cinematographer 
who had the gift for making love- 
ly actresses look even more beau-, 
tiful on the silver screen. Those 
actresses are properly grateful to 
this day! 

We were glad to be reminded 
about the achievements of these 
and other exceptional film artists. 
‘The stories about them gave us a 
sense of continuity that we should 
all keep alive in us, to place our 
movie industry progress in the 
correct perspective. 


Memorable 
camping trip 


BRIDAL FALLS, British Columbia, 
Canada—On the first week of 
September, we joined four other 
families on a camping trip о Bridal 
Falls, about an hour and a half 
from Vancouver. ‘The camping 
ground rests at the foot of a moun- 
tain with an exceptional view. 
Many of us were scared about the 
frequent bear sightings, but it w 
part of the adventure. 


Relatively early death 

Jay Ilagan was the most gifted 
young actor of his generation, which 
made his relatively early death espe- 
cially tragic. He was exceptional in 
"Santiago," "Inspiration," "Tubog sa 
Ginto" and "Soltero." 

Other challenging roles were 
lined up for him, but he gained 
too much weight, so they were 
given to other actors, who bene- 


Sandy Daza 


hot and sour dip. From the de- 
scription alone, you know how 
much Late! 


Recipe 

The next day, we started with 
tapa, fried eggs and hot rice. Our 
tapa' was homemade by Gigi Vil- 
lareal. I just had to get her recipe! 

Our lunch was tostadong liem- 
po and “meat-falling" chicken 
‘abobo. It too was а hit. 

That evening, Emy Orendain 
made a Korean beef stew while had 
pork with oyster sauce. We all ate 
like crazy and everyone promised to 
жооп а diet the coming week. 

In between meals, we had 
chichacorn, salt and vinegar 
chips, sour seedless champoy and 
anything edible. 

Evenings featured a bonfire 
where the kids roasted marsh- 
mallows and hotdogs, The melt- 
ed mallows were put in a cracker 
sandwich with Nutella—the kids 
just loved them! 

Happy eating! e 


Barbecue 

‘At the campsite, | noticed that 
the most popular dish campers 
dined on was barbecue, 

Ours was different, We broke 
down the cooking into three 
parts: One family would handle 
breakfast, two would handle 
lunch and dinner on Saturday, 
and another two would handle 
the Sunday meals. 

For our first breakfast, we had 
fried spam with broiled pandesal 
and fried or scrambled eggs. Our 
lunch had only one viand, beef 
steak with piping hot rice. Super! 

It was interesting to note that the 
kids ate so much more on the trip 
with all the playing they were doing. 

For dinner, we had pork si 
gang na spareribs topped with 
spinach, and marinated and 


broiled pork Петро with a spicy . 
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Leprozo tops ‘Rice Is Life’ photo contest 


THE ASIA Rice Foundation an- дет, Val Handumon, Jose Russell era, James T. Trimanez and Ci- 896-3208. 
nounces the winners of the “Rie STREET V Herrera, Art R. Layno, HarleyE сето PeterS. Villanueva. Contact Mandy Navasero 


1s Life” photo contest. Palangchao, Glenn G. Peralta, АЛ 31 photographs will beex- for Special Projects at 899- 
Over 500 pictures were sub- SMART 


Ceasar M. Perante, Patricio Roel hibited until Sept. 26 at the Art 1767, 896-3208, 0916-706- 
mitted, and 31 prints entered the R2 A. Pira, Marie Therese J. Robles, Pavillion-Galerie Astra, (LRI Busi- 0130: 
a 


finals. Three winners were select- Manuel P Rosario, Noel Salcedo, ness Plaza, 210 Nicanor Garcia Е-тай: mandynavasero@pho- 
ed by the judges: Prof. Emmanuel Mandy 


Kym A. Sanchez, Bobby Timon- st, Bel- Air II Makati City). Call topro.com.ph 
Torres (chair), Jullie Yap Daza, Navasero 
Kara. Magsanoc-Alikpala, this 


writer, Ram Cabrera and Ed Sol- ond prize (P15,000), for “Eating 

= Bida PHASE II NOW OPEN! 
Ко Mondez, third prize for "Magtan- 

Finalists imAy DiBiro" and finalists Edwin 
The winners аге Dave C. Lep- Bacasmas, Manolo P Barzabal, 

того Jr., first prize (P25, 000), for Renato L. Bondoc, Samuel Р de 

“Harvesting Rice in Sadanga, Mt. Leon, Tina Marie C. De Leon, 

Province,” Revoli S. Cortez, sec- Alexis dela Vega, Lorenzo Fernan- 


“HARVESTING Rice in Sadanga, “MAGTANIM Ay Di Biro” 
Mt. Province" by Leprozo. by Reynaldo C. Mondez. 


via the new San Pedro Exit! 
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House & lot package for as low as P800,000 
or monthly amortization of P7,500 
PAG-IBIG FINANCING AVAILABLE 


ENERGEL 
The next 
У generation 


“EATING Tine of Scavengers" by eroi Corte. TODAY at SM MEGAMALL CINEMA 6 of gel ink 


созот Logo Prang cap 
The European Union in cooperation with Mowelfund Film Institute, The Podium & SM Cinemas presents 


‘Healthy’ CINE EUROPA 7: тне BIGGER PICTURE | осталоттт 
TV for [THIRD WEEK FREE FILM LECTURE!!! 


youngsters Sa SES TAGES ANE ADMITTED Today at 12 noon! 
in China mum ќи 


“EUROPE & PRE-HOLLYWOOD Ё. # N50 


BeuING—chine's Aa : cw PHILIPPINES: 

367 million children : = = Б 
and adolescents can Regs A survey of Early Cinema 
look forward : 


to 
“healthier” TV pro- by Nick Deocampo 
gramming as the gov- ~ 5 

ernment steps up а EUER rana Pa FOR РИМ and MASS COMM STUDENTS, TEACHERS, CINEASTES 8 MOWEGDERSN 
campaign to foster E Э 


morality among 45 c 1 THE BIGGEST EUROPEAN FILM FEST TO HIT THE COUNTRY! 


young people. т БОТ > FMS ову Ar Phiipiner 
Each provincia- PE: ч Е ^ 2 call SM Cinemas at 6331901 Ed FF RS „05115 epson df летарр 
level TV station has 4 2 


been told to prepare ја s 

a special channel for. F2 % TF, 

ha Teaming сл. PG OPENS SEPTEMBER 22 

toons and other ksa «ОГЫ 5 = 

shows deemed suit- % " 

able for the youth, 

the Xinhua news 

Eos 
Programs, especially 

foreign ones, with ЊЕ | 

“bloody, violent, homi- 4 

prep bo чыш Mandy Moore 

and content” are to " Y E ^ 

soon to be a thing of d "P Jena Macaulay Patrick 

the past, the agency | Distributed by Buena Vista International thru Columbia Pictures Malone Culkin Fug it 

said, citing the national 

ТУ and film regulator. 


waiver... | OPENS SEPTEMBER 15! 


improving the ideo- 

logical andethialde. (тес) _ R-13 | 

velopment of minors 

constitutes an urgent 

requirement for build- 

rr d MEET THE STUDENTS OF A.E.C. HIGH 

des ee 

Vere ‘ HEAVEN HELP US. 

young is vital to “the Ў z ka 

overall quality of the 

Chinese people and 

the future of the coun- 

wy" it said, citing а 

spokesman of the Cen- 

tral Commission for 

Guiding Ethical and 

Cultural Progress. 


Order 
The order to the TV 
stations comes amid a Жи. E 5 1000m 
series of statements E У 5 wring distance 
from the central gov- Pise. i b E PERMANENT 
еттен suggesting едена. MARKER. 
that raising the ethical (вие! а Chisel) 
standards of the young а нем 
is moving up the gov- ; р NE 
ernment stof rir d ~ # RETRACTABLE PEN 
President Hu Jin- 7 | 
tao, who was previ- 
ously in charge of 
youth affairs for the t - T bawasan 
Communis Party, | d > 
earlier this month 5 3 У " саас. 
called on the whole 


TP 
нанда MARKER) 
Заре org wang 
[o 
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Gov't scraps debt-equity swap with Maynilad 


NDICACORS By сиве A; Gayon was still be а possibility ofa gov- Agricole, Indosuez Merchant 


x а 8 М ernment takeover of фе west Bank Asia Ltd., Citibank NA, Bar- 
CURRENCIES DUE to its ballooning budget deficit the national govern- concession area once Benpres clays Bank PLC and BNP Paribas, 
ment has scuttled its plan for а debt-for-equity swap ar- Holdings Corp.—the largest Equitable PCI-Bank, Rizal Com- 


PESO DOHLARRATE rangement with Maynilad Water Services Inc. and is now shareholder in Maynilad—exits mercial Banking Corp. and the 
demanding the payment of the P15 billion owed by the and writes off all its stake in the state-owned Development Bank 
utility over the next six years. company. of the Philippines. 

‘Under the new rehabilitation the shareholders of Maynilad, “The MWSS will oversee the Under the new plan, the banks 
plan filed with the Regional Trial there would now be а full pay- operations of the west zone until were again offered debt-to-equity 
Court Branch 90 yesterday, the ment to MWSS ofall liabilities in а replacement operator would conversions in Maynilad. They 
revised plan indicated that the the next six years,” former Justice take over,” Teehankee, the chief were given another 10 days by 
1 H performance bond worth $120 undersecretary Manuel Тее. government negotiator said. е court to submit their com- 
| a million would now have to be hankee said in an interview. Benpres has about $35 mil. ments on the rehabilitation plan 
тл) кот Зар: paid to the governmentled _ Не added that other than the lion in investments in Maynilad as ordered by Regional Trial 
GOLD: $399.60-400.10 Metropolitan Waterworks and 5120 million (about P6.7 billion that it will have to write off ifit Court Judge Reynaldo Daway has 
AUGUST SEPTEMBER o. cmc HongKong Set.10.200 Sewerage System. at current exchange rate) that decides to abandon the compa- ordered 

KEAN We have just taken into con- could be obtained through the my The MWSS, Teehankee noted, 
sideration the Supreme Courtrul- bond, some P9 billion in various Тһе MWSS is on top of Mayni- has to assure that the services to 
STOCK MARKET ing and in the new rehabilitation obligations would also have to be lads list of creditors. The compa. Маулйай more than a milion 
» : plan agreed upon by MWSS and paid to the government. пу other creditors with some P8 customers in the west side of 

Shares hit 53-month high the Deparment of Finance and However, Teehankee said there billion іп. exposure are Credit Manila would not be disrupted. 


К; dBank its P600M in dividend: i 
Mie - LandBank remits in dividends to gov't 
reachinganew 53- "® 5 4 ме " ж 
month high, on sustained buy- жан By Doris C. Dumlao Jr and president Gary Teves percent of LandBank' P2-billion projects, agribusiness, agriin- 
ing of selected blue chips, deal- said the remittance was in line net income in 2003. frastructure, agri-related projects 
ers said. = THE STATE-OWNED Land Bank with Republic Act No. 7656 en- For the nine-year period and environment-related pro- 

They noted, however, that мо of the Philippines hascontributed acted in 1994, wherein all gov. 1994-2003, the bank has now jects. 
зоте investors have started to P600 million to the cash-strapped ernment-owned and -con- declared total dividends of _ Landbank decided to return to 
pocket gains after ће markets уа граю government in the form of cash trolled corporations were P12.14 billion to the national its original mandate of providing 
recent rally, with the main index dividends from its 2003 net prof- quired to contribute cash divi- government. credit to the agri-agra sector in 
finishing off its intraday high. (See stock market report on Page B2) KA dends. For its part, the bank uses its 2000 when lending to priority 
The Philippine Stock Exchange composite index gained 11.68 points The country’s third biggest Malacafiang, which recently retained earnings from commer- sectors had dwindled to 34 per- 
to 1,751.60 after trading between 1,728.96 and 1,753.34. bank yesterday announced thatit admitted it was in a fiscal crisis, cial banking operations to sustain cent of the bank's total loan port- 

{twas the Index’s highest close since April 11, 2000, when Itsettled had remitted the cash dividends earlier said it would like to gener- its countryside development ac- folio. 
at 1,757.45. to Malacafiang during ће Gawad ate more cash dividends from tivities, such as extending credit Under Teves’ management, the 
‘Volume fell to 2.6 billion shares worth P1.08 billion from 4.03 billion PITAK awarding ceremonies hon- profitable GOCCs to boost rev- assistance to priority sectors, in- bank increased the share of prior- 
shares worth Р1.62 billion on Thursday. oring its outstanding coopera- enue. cluding farmers and fisherfolk, ity sectors to 60 percent of the to- 
Losers beat galners 48 to 39, with 38 stocks unchanged. AFP tives. The cash dividend remitted to: small and medium enterprises tal loan portfolio in less than four 

LandBank chair Luis Lorenzo the government represented 30 and microenterprises, livelihood years. 


po 


— ENVIOUS STARES 

— OTHERS TO EAT YOUR DUST 
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Get everything you want in a car in the new Toyota VIOS, 
the new generation compact car. Equipped with the latest 
WT-i engine, the VIOS is built for maximum performance 
Its sporty, aerodynamic body and stylish interiors are designed 
to elicit awe and envy. Now, what more can you ask for? 


Visit your Toyota dealer now. 
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BUSINESS 2.1 SATURDAY SEPTEMBER 11,2004 
Breasted interests оле 


ONLY two days after Gloriaetta — —— Word has been going around In a report, the German broker- STOCKS бын cl KOW 
wiped outall “vested interests” in... BREAKTIME! that Alvarez is only brokering an ing firm MM Warburg also noted жинин 


il NG amic: 5 i in it Banco de Oro Univ. Bank 
this country of 11 million job: aÙ amicablesetilement between this that Fraport posted in its books Bango te 01g uy Buk ng 


Jess—a country that is also facing аы CX cute administration and Piatco some 200 million euros in consul- Cina Barking Cor E] 

a fiscal crisis, not to mention an- OvertheNaiaTerminalicase. taney fees for the Naia З project. СУБ fone ne a5 

other power crisis—she flew to Conrado R. је sht ММ Warburg used an interest-.. porlaa ing Bank ie, 
hb atol] Я н tapa Bark & Tast 

Brunei, using the private jet ofa. prj] IIT n. ћ ACCORDING to my info, Alvarez " ing word to describe the fees. It... Pmippne Napon Sak 

local businessman. i bought out the Piatco interest of described the fees as “nebulous,” бийим Cor. 

As the volunteer spokesperson pattern has been set by this-cute one of the Cheng groups, which meaning, Fraport has given the, Bunga 

of those who dream of owning administration in dealing with bagged the Nain З BOT contract er, “fees” to “unspecified parties.” in Fund 

their own private jets someday, 1 hot issues involving publie offi- during the time of Kuya Eddie. ‘The discovery of those “fees,” BAIS Penang fi. 

say that if only we, all of us tax- cials and our tax money. IF Alvarez could swing the ami- according to MM Warburg, could... Suntle rani 

payers, sacrifice a little and do- — lftheycouldtakecareoftheis- cable settlement, he should earn hurt Fraport in its suits against 

hate our food money to this cute sue in media, whatever the prob- а little pocket money, amounting the Philippine government. OR Baton ы 

administration, Gloriaetta should lem surrounding the issue should to a couple of hundreds of mil- vee 


Baa 

NC uda 
a. 
NAE 


йе текте 
be able to afford ajetofherown, already be deemed as ... well, lions of pesos, ADDING to the difficulty of an — Biterssunketons cop. 
The President of the Republic,as "solved." The Naia 3 has become an in- “amicable settlement” over the bps garam oon 
far as the more than 40 millon For instance, everything is qui- ternational issue, Abroad, the Naia 3 project is the refusal of. РМ lompos ice 
poor in this county areconcemed, et now on the fantastically over- German Fraport has sued the Takenaka to issue a guarantee, РС 
Should not have to use somebody priced President Diosdado Maca- Philippine government before the according to my source in the snip gucle co A 
else's private jet, since she could be- pagal Avenue. Ergo, the problem ICSID (the International Center government. ‘Manila Electric Co. B. 
come beholden to whoever owned із solved. for the Settlement of Investment The Japanese contractor has ex- 
the expensive luxury aircraft. ... Disputes). In this case, Fraport pressed reservation ontheso-called agian Terminals Ine, 
Still, nobody can accuse Glori- AND so 1 said that Gloriaetra sin- claimed that it already spent “Schedule 7," which was part of the Пети Sv 
aetta of accepting a little favor gle-handedly solved the unmiti- about $450 million for Naia 3. Naia 3 construction plan. они UNE. „ 
from the jet owner, in return for gated problem of "vested inter- The Japanese contractor of Pi- In that mysterious "Schedule Бйр. 
heaven knows what. | suppose ests” in our country, merely by atcoforthe project, the giant Tak- 7,” Takenaka supposedly sub-con-  Urion CamentCorp. °- 
that the local businessman no talking about itstronglyin media. enaka, of course, received only tracted work and supplies to a 1o- masta mik Corp. 
longerhas“vested interests." Glo- Ме must not think frightening $280 million. Where did the dif- cal group which had connections ga ime. 
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паена already wiped them all thoughts about her use of the pri- ference go? “with this cute administration. aires 
out two days ago. vate jet. Besides, according to the кея Now, if the government de- $n Mas Con d 
vem chief Palace spokesperson, thejet EARLY this year, the German au- cides to pay for the work done so. (pegs gabi Сор. 
WHEN she addressed the foreign was “available on a rental basis.” — thorities raided the offices of Fra- far by Piatco and Fraport in Naia ono 
press last Tuesday Gloriaetta said But did this cute adminiswation por. They seized some docu- 3, it must ascertain at least that Atoka wedge Go Ina, 
She would take on whatever vested rent the jet or not? For if you are ments which tended to show the the building is safe. Aoc Wage. Ic 
interests that would stand in the the owner of the jet which is, ahh, trail of corruption in the Naia 3 Takenaka does not want to is- А Venue 
way of her long overdue reforms. “available on a rental basis,” will contract. sue the guarantee of safety, de- Журу Ме 
These were strong fighting youstillsend the bill to Gloriaetta? 7 The'raid was led by Wolfgang spite its being the sole contractor МОЕ, 
words from somebody who was ^ The Ingumen reported that the Schaupensteiner, well-known cor- forthe project. Big problem! КШ б. 
known to say one thing and then owner of the jet is none other ruption fighter in Germany. Obvi- KG [ы eine, 
do another. than businessman Jose “Pepito” ously, he was after some evidence ASIDE from a financial audit of Ha ju js Corp. 
But over the past four years, а Alvarez. of bribery done by Fraport itself. BREAKTIME/B3 aang Н 
па Ha ta 
ENGIES) DISCLOSURES Fre Paap Corn. 
Forum Been 
‘September 10, 2004 Euro Dollar Peso APC Group Inc. will hold its annual stockholders’ meeting on Oct, 15,2 02: 60012 по, 
Country Unit Equivalent — Equivalent Equlvalent p.m. at he Sta. Maria Room, 5/F of Discovery Suites. Panig City. Stock- КҮ Holdings Inc, 
United States Dolar. 081084 1000000 56090 holders of record as of Sept. 21 will be entitled to notice of and to vote at Мани 
sayan San бюл 0510 н) 
улива Kingdom | E NE the meeting. Nagawarg ир, 


a vee Magnum Hos n 
Hong Kong Dolar anosir 0128098 тин Nagnum Hota пе 


Sergei Fang 0620015 079100 443785 ^ Tere Quan nc. 
seme frase тию» 0 02705 А. SORIANO Corp.'s 150,000 shares were bought by its wholly owned nme Qon fiis inep, 


Singapore Dotar 0.482505 329914 Subsidiary, Anscor Consolidated Corp. East Аза Power Res, Corp, 
usta Dalat 035805, 5 Er et Gigi a 
НА а Dear те. $ 1482015... FAIRMONT Holdings Inc. reset for next year its annual stockholders’ meet- de наиве ng. 
Бале! Dolar 048180 29896 ing originally scheduled on the last Tuesday of October under its by-laws. Ween Phi, ie 
indonesia торап 000009 00061 vee 

ieee [ CERA 12382 POLAR Mines and Development Cerp. will hold Its annual stockholders" 

turo Euro 3000000 88382 meeting on Sept. 29, 10:30 a.m. at the Нана Country Club, Las Piñas City. c 

Mines m Peng Stockholders of record as of Aug. 30 are entitled to notice of and to vole Ўт Jxkey Ciub 
[M Pal. БЕЧ at the meeting Premiere Ent Pr. c. 
таз Рори 0017242 T a... ABSCBN HIYAS Coro (Par) 
Nana Mn ibn] PRIME Gaming Philippines Inc. will hold its annual stockholders" meet- Бурин! 
Non nnd И 183520 ing on Oct, 28, 11 a.m. at the Acacia Function Room of Manila Mandarin РО 
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Norway Krone 0.320678 Oriental Hotel, Makati City. Stockholders of record as of Sept. 28 will be PEDI s prel, 
em fee ШЕ entitled to notice of and to vote at the meeting RO iret Senes Bb 
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Sweden Kroner 0108821 ELECTED members of Balabac Resources and Holdings Со. Inc.'s 
ла un o i pla anan 
Sy Found 00190 0002 nomination committee were Wilson Young, Antonio Sevilla and Regnar СФ kelmys не 
Taman Dover 0090271 00290) s отек. 
Venezuela Bolivar 0000428 0000522 Rivera, (Gye Bay Corp. 
... Enma bisi anaie 
TRANS-ASIA Oil and Е "о 


* : ee POWER PLANT MALL ШЕИ ia 
MICHELIN ^ i Ng RB WEE Corp. disclosed it will — Kuok Phu Properties 
qt receive over P43 milion Eli лире 
3 in dividends following Robinsons Land Corp. 
Bacnotan Consolidated $N evelopment Сор. 
industries тс cash 
dividend declaration of (patang nse 
P9 per share. [s E pP 
aan Cor 
ELECTED members ot Ыр, can, 
Baguio Gold Hold- ош op k 
ings Corp.'s nomina- [hte Paragon ing со 
tion committee were 
Regnar Rivera, Wilson (geal es. 
Young and Sylvia Lim. nmi na 
Compiled by Maricar Отеки Ра tino 
Preis 
р. Tolosa, PO! Ro- Ee Re. cop 
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8 Republie of the Philippines 
8 artmentof Education. 
De pED DepED Complex, Meralco Ave. Pasig City 
s NN Invitation for Bids 


1CB No. : DepED-22004-TX 
IFB No. : SEMP2-SEDIP2-2001-TX 


а. Tha Republic ofthe Phppios through the Department of Education (DepED) has 
Intemational Bank for Raconsucon and Development (BRO) and Asan Development Bank (ADB) 1 8 ended 
to apply рал ol ine proceeds of fan 1o ongie payments under he contrats for he Supply and Dever of 
Makabayan Textbooks (TXs) aed Teachers’ Manvals (TMs) under SEMP2 and SEDIP. 
The Department cf Education (DopED) trough па Bids and Awards Commitee (BAC) Ires sealed bids rom 
ше bidders for tha Supply and Deliwery of Makabayan TXs and TNs m Ecukasyong Partahanan at 
Pangkabuhayan (EPP) grados 4. o publ elementary schol dicis, and Mus Ans, Physical Education and 
Разна (MAPEH) Tst- In yea to secondary schools under SEMP2 and SEP. аз olus 
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+ Combined Quanity of SEMP2 and SEDIP 
Estimated Printing and Delivery Completion Period: 160 days indicativo Pring and Delivery Oates March to July 2005. 
3. Tho mode of procurement shall b through International Compaltive Bidding (ICB) A bidder may aptt bid on any oral 
tha оа required. А margin of prefarence shal ba ranted to TXs and TMs manvfactured In Purchaser county (oc 
purposes of Bd prico comparison oriy. 
Introstd etia bidders may opta futher information or Inspect tha Bidding Documents iom 9:00 am 19 500 pm. 
Saring September 22,2004 и a Bids and Awards Сотто (BAC) Отсо, Ground Flor Rizal Виа, DepED 
Сотой as CIy. 1605 Phipps, Tel Nos (632)639-0562633.9342 or ai Fax No (832) 93762 Inlormatonis 
S Яо avaiable at htp lwrw. deped gov.ph or www. procurementservice org 
ns ‘complete set of Bidding Documents In Englsh may be purchased by introsted eia bitter upon submission oa 
ito appa me adress gwenin paragraph and payman of a пол alndabe fes iina mount of Pno3.000 00 
‘or USS38 00 The malnod of paymont мі be cash, cashiers or managers check, or coreg check. Tho Bidding 
осипот на bo sent by mal. NG abiiy wil be accopted for los or lta delivery. 
Ali bids shall bo accompanind by a bi socuy o no lss than 26% of tho ola bid amount, а Pippino peso or in any 
[ibay соочена currency огонь counties ang shai be iveradin accordance wi he instructions to Bidders on. 
‘or balara 10:00 a.m, on October 29, 2004 and wil be publtiy opened immeciatay tnersahr at tho Buiwagan ng 
Karunungan, Rizai биат. DepED Complex, Moraieo Avenua, Pasig Cy. Phippaos 
Phar tobi opening. a re-btcontarance shali be conducted on October 8, 2004 a 1000 am at iho some address 
Inceatedn paragraph о. 
7 The DepED газом tno ht to ссор ag rojact any or a bis and а annul ta bedding process ai any tme priar 9 
 Orgaiized by: ‘ward of Coraes] илом пет any Habay 1 no aYecte bura and to wata any minor потаму ot non- 
Conform v à Ша ween does ol consiste a matanal сочакоп, plowed such waver wil ni prude or ec! 
Sompattso ranking af any bid 


(Sy) JUAN MIGUEL LUZ. 
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R-II BUILDERS of businessman Reghis 
Romero П said it was poised to get back 
its investments in the reclamation and 
development of the Smokey Mountain 
dumpsite in Manila, а joint venture pro- 
ject with the National Housing Authority 
Melanie Siena-Lapore, head of corpo- 
rate communications of R-II Builders, 
said ina statement that the firm initially 
provided P300 million in equity. 


Measure to avert 
collapse of small 


banks sought 


By Doris C. Dumlao 


THE BANGKO Sentral ng Pilip- 
inas will tap commercial banks to 
set up а red alert mechanism to 
avert bank runs which can cause 
the collapse of small banks, like 
First Savings Bank. 

In an interview, BSP Deputy 
Governor Alberto Reyes said the 
reason why FSB suffered from a 
spate of heavy withdraw 
that its clearing bank—the com- 
mercial bank where it maintains 
its deposits and draws checking 
accounts against—had cut off its 
ties with First Savings without in- 
forming the BSR 

Reyes said the commercial bank 
apparently terminated FSB's clear- 
ing privileges last Sept. 6, allegedly 
due to the thrift banks mishan- 
dling ofits account. As such, about 
96 checks issued by FSB to retail 
diens, mostly market vendors, 
bounced that same day. 

“That precipitated 
stun,” Reyes said. 

The checks which 
bounced were worth 
ony a total of 
P500,000, Reyes not- 
ed, mostly ranging 
between P1,000 to 
P3,000. 

There were other 
small banks that had 
suffered the same 
fate two years ago, 
Reyes said, such as 
Prime Sayings Bank. 

Hesaid the BSP had 
an informal agree- 
ment with commercial 
banks that no clearing 
functions would be 
terminated without in- 
forming the BSR so 
that the govemment 
institution could ex- 
tend assistance to the 
affected thrift bank if 
necessary 

“In the case of FS! 
we were not in- 
formed,” he said. 

However Reyes 
said FSB's commercial 
bank was not the one 
to blame because it 
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ithe project, which 

this cute administra- 
tion has failed to do 
iso far, the govern- 
“ment also wanted to 
do an audit of civil 
iworks. 

This administration 
only succeeded in get- 
ting the cooperation of 
nobody—not Takena- 
ka, not Piatco, and cer- 
tainly not the external 
auditors of both! 

Moreover, accord- 
ing to an official re- 
port, if this cute ad- 
ministration decides 
to operate Naja 3 on 
its own, it will have to 
spend a few hundred 
million dollars more. 

All it will have in 
the terminal is the 
structure, plus some 
incomplete equip- 


the 


cial 


the 


der 


the bank 


“The funds generated for the Smokey 
Mountain Development cannot be 
daimed by the government as govem- 
ment funds since the funds came from R- 
Ti Builders and the investors, not from the 
budgetary outlay of NHA,” Siena-Lapore 
said. “In the process of construction and 
development, R-II Builders infused addi- 
tional funding of P932 million, thus in- 
creasing its total equity to P1.2 billion.” 
She also said that Harbour Centre 
Port Terminal Inc. was established by R- 
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BUSINESS 
R-II Builders set to get back Smokey Mountain investments 


TI Holdings, a sister firm of R-II Builders. 
“Private funds from Б-П Holdings 
were invested in HCPTI to operate the 
por,” the R-II official said as she denied 
government institutions bought 81 percent 
of Harbour’ shares of stocks in exchange 
for a 10-hectare parcel of reclaimed prop- 
ery “Kis therefore a distortion о state that 
the port investment involves public funds." 

R-ll also said it had turned over to the 
NHA all the housing properties com- 
pleted under the project. 


would have been in trouble with its 
own clearing banks if it had han- 
dled delinquent accounts loosely. 

Also, he said the BSP could not 
sanction the commercial bank be- 
cause there was no formal agree- 
ment. 

Reyes said commercial banks 
could thus be helpful in alerting 


problems. 
He said the BSP would thus seek 
awritten agreement with commer- 


rence of such unfortunate events. 
‘On Wednesday, the BSP's policy- 
making Monetary Board ordered 


owned by the Yujuico family, and 
placed the cash-strapped bank un- 


pine Deposit Insurance Corp. 

Jt was the first bank to be 
placed under the PDIC's receiver- 
ship since Congress passed a new 
charter increasing the minimum 
deposit insurance coverage from 
100,000 to P250,000. 
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AIM Alumni Association - 4F AIM Conference Center, Benavidez cor. Trasierra St., 
Legaspi Vill, Makati, Tol No. 750-6575, ask for Daisy Saimbagat 
PSTD - Suite 904 Cityland 10, Dela Costa SL, Salcedo Vil., Makati, 
Tho Master's Lib 
World Teach - 3F Lazaro Lapuz Bldg., 160 Panay Ave. cor. Edsa QC., 


“For Bulk тека Sales, 
Salt and Light Venture 
Toxt: 0919-3145412, ma 


"> ааттана арен on Tapa ї Aquaculture. 
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“As far as the NHA ... is concerned, 
the NHA had already received its fair 
share under the joint venture agree- 
ment,” she said, "But the developer, R-II 
Builders Inc., has not yet recovered its 
investment. It is but fair that the gov- 
ernment should now pay the developer 
its duly validated accomplishments.” 

Former Solicitor General Frank 
Chavez recently filed a suit seeking to 
junk the К-П reclamation. The case is 
now before the Supreme Court. 


Philippine International Conventie 
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Live in а Resort-Like Gardeit Community, 
me within City Limit 
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Mariveni орава ве ar 23-6640 «727-941 
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12-16 Sapta 
Center 
Ronas, Blvd Manila, Philippines 


SEPTEMBER 12 SEPTENBER 13 


September 14 


September 15. September 16 


‘Arrival Ati-Atihan Welcome 
Registration (8:00-10:00) 


On-the-Spet Tlapla Painting Contest 
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(11301230) 


(301140) 


паса. SESSION 1 | TECHNICAL SESSION 4 


Genetics 
Graham. Mair 
oir 


Health Management and 
Diseases 
Dr. Jobn S. Clark 
Choi 
(830220) 


TECHNICAL SESSION 6 


Pond Management and 
Production Systems 
0. Abdel Fatah М. 
Elsayed 
Qr 
(830-240) 


TECHNICAL SESSION? | TECHNICAL 
TOURS 
600 amto 


600pm 


Nutrition 


De Wing Keong Ng 
Chair 


LUNCH BREAK (12:00 - 1:20] 


"Fiesta Tilapia" Fishing Contest 
PACE Reflection Bridge 
(120500) 


то 
BSP of banks with cash flow 


Reproduction and Sex 
Dr. Rafael D. Goerero Ш 


(NICAL SESSION 2 | TECHNICAL SESSION $ 
Regional Reviews 
м. Oyedapo Fagbenro 
Chait 
(220530) 


Contra 


Quir 
(220240) 


TECHNICAL SESSION В 
Brackish-Water Culture 
Systems 
Dr: Yang Yi 
‘Chait 
(220530) 


Plenary: Indted Papers 
"Detfvering Better Quality Tilapia 
Seed to Farmers” 

De David Uttie 

"Tlapla Culture fn China" 

Dr. Lal Qiu Ming" and Yang Yi 
(200500) 


banks to prevent the recur- E 


permanent closure of FSB, 


Economics, Marketing 
sessing 


INICAL SESSION 3 


Industry Forum, 
Basilio Rodriguez, Jr 
Chair 
(30530) 


Trade Show 


Viewing (80028 500pm) 


Poster Presentation (4:09-5:00) 


the receivership of the Philip: pS 


Сосови: Palace 
(кора 12000) 


“Festa Tapia” 
Nadia Cooking Contest 
Bve Wave (5501040) 


"Fiesta Tilapia” Party 
РСС Bridgeway 
(5:00-10:00) 


for more information, please contact the Secretariat: 
Tei.: +63 2 8384852, 8384854 
Fo: 463 2 8384573 Eroit frld@pldtdsLnet 
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Mega Learning Event #1 


HIGH IMPACT TEAMS SEMINAR 

Acquiring the 17 Essential Qualities of a Team Player 
Be the Person Every Team Wants 

Opening Session by Francis 

Araneta Coliseum, September 15, 2004, 
Ticket prices at 
P400 ; P600 ; "P750 ; "P950 ; "P1,750 ; P2,250 ; P2,750 

New Sections Opened at the back (South Gate): P150: P200 ; P250 


imitedisold-out seats 


S PM to 9:30PM 


THE JOHN MAXWELL LEADERSHIP SUMMIT 
Learning and Living the 21 irrefutable Laws of Leadership 
Follow Them and People Will Follow You 
PICC, Seplember 16, 2004 8:30AM to 5 РМ 


Ticket prices at 


inclde inch, snacks and whole day seminar. 
"Imitedisoid-out seats 
/7" Vidas are айа at 


666 


FOCIG - Rm. 308, Don Raul Bidg., 77 Kamuning Rd., QC., 
"Tel. No. 928-7168, ask for Amyjay Riconalla $ 


"Tel. No. 813-9072, ask for Serely Alcaraz 
- 59A Xaviervile Ave., Loyola Heights, QC., 
Tel. No. 435-4281 loc. 107, ask for Joel Susara 
Tel. No. 925-6775, ask for Carol Sarmiento 
Word of Hope : 1103 Edsa, Quezon City. 
Tel. No. 373-3041, ask for Rowena Vicente 
or call 737-1569 for FREE DELIVERY 
Now! Buy tickets online: www.ing7.not 
Also avallablo In Araneta Ticketnet Box Office, 


porate and Group discount 
© 830.219, 813-2732/3 and ask for Mia, 
\@saltandiightventures.com, waw saltandil 


ny, 
ventures.com. 


ment. In other words, 
asitis, the terminal is 
not yet operational. 
And here we are, 
hearing about some- 
„bodys interest im 
opening the new ter- 
minal for the sake of 
the public, for which 
he must breast all 
odds against an ami- 
cable settlement. 
Butofcourse, there 
are no longer vested 
interests in this coun- 
пу. Gloriaetta already 
wiped them out two 
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International Show on 
Cars, AUV's, SUV's, 
Trucks & Motorcycles 
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TRADE CENTER METRO MANILA 
PRE-REGISTRATION FORM Pisase tax back to (632) 750-8585 / 887-1305 


Name: 


Fax: 


Geo 


- HE 


XA Proneer EAHA 
som italy, F7 mosso [ШШШ Mene. 


For halber dois please сета 
Global-Link Business Communications Philippines, Inc. 


Tel (632) 50 8585 : 887-1304 


Erat jog беку nel; maio gobshrigh com 


Organized by: 
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тост ПИ дш bea Dad 
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тит т gs as p Р Petes 
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tan Алеша = IET 
ardoan enmar РИТ BAHAY Та сочно HAGNIACENT МЕН > umm па 
паран pan Mt vm оно Ten гео wen: TIA 
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ИСМ SALE OR LEASE! ee pach ашна. 
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Australia TelFax FOR SALE КАТЕ? ою _|иматоашочнна | паша за анам 

(612) 9723597 — 5236640 / 5236630 Е Е Maece 1.00000 | Povoa Ра Раст 

ум Tourer дини saman = | ет И 

КК ES Fr EHE OHA ама вама aaa 
READY FOR OCCUPANCY ng ena et Lent [ER Tena | ien, 


BEALTWATHESS газа Cal MZ | ЕС чесни | Ba 


CUBAO P1.5M SYRS TO PAY (570007097 -u-X—— ANB 00000 Memo D Pree 4276 09000. 
—— отат | [reus Иа 


 MINDIBODY (01012228280 части стерњошие | арена. Ра [rotten љиљана es 
ийи! income Property VARIOUS AREAS ‘STUDENT CONDO PesoT UP creer PALA AA APAN : (А By Расел 
MASSAGE NASTY емин? ako ATENEO ЦИА [ EE IL — eser) 
тю кюне, S x EEE а tong MR dU 
POCPUNT OFC зм ng. ERE. pacc | se заат 
02.3239209 Best Boys Mutui, rcumsviLoc О нл козы и ПОП шз 
ae, NEW COHODRYILENCAMLS Brand New Twnhouse | паран | ма сна кегш И er eee eran Ms Ba Pico 78800000 
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E a | Essen шалим tre marie = 
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Pa Nar Ta атала up Таа 
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seesaw Malte 2 Suy М Ouro РИМ Sing. Baan, Шс ИТЕ обе адна си pog 
ИВ “ perte Pana tesa tame 
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Sho & Peter Massage We Aso 7 im j amenan mugo 
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у Тс 08 
е атаан жос Шаља | ава KPA 
ПА сонолинн | kai ана Pa каш нщ iari 

Rainbow vitage 5 LA x ТЮН | ставу am armen Kata naa Fam ano sen 


J је Durer em Aor uy. Dun 
LOGO DESIAN 0917-9892574 sam m Paavo чє BOG! жа Йыл E Ена i бабе irato mans: 
| EROS mao теле _ | A дане _ nam ittm 


ms KA usmus __ | палио олуу ШИШ Шо ТО 

Sem a Hs баео 1.24 CSMKTIDFort on зала erga, | ALL PROPERTIES FOR SALE ARE ON AN "AS IS WHEREIS BASIS”. PROPERTIES AND PRICES ARE SUBJECT TO CHANGES WITHOUT PRIOR NOTICE 
кизшивищ Кге rms Stas па tear” SW. 4004771 || SHOW MONEY: PhP25,000.00 CASH ог MC PLEASE CONFIRM ATTENDANCE ТО ENSURE SEATS AND PARKING 

issus онт IB essen OTE PLEASE CALL CBRE: Tel. no. (02) 759-2334; (02)752-2580 • DOMESTIC TOLL FREE NO. 1-800-10-555-8888 BRE 

КА MAIDS WI NBI 4386920 MANILA Jane 0920-9274824 + Early 0918-9306721 • Mike 0917-5260614 - Jibong 0922-8042496 È 

| ње НИНА (СТ Th FONT Dem 09209216150 - Dennis 09217138546 - James (078) 682- 3196 - Honry (078) 682-7216 FE LANANG 

ft мш! Yara Boy ВТО tina © IMs No me ы Evangelista Quiapo ra 

eA PRIME SUBD 2 вата Таа 10 DP, LPAT p Mania Lc Sita" ВАЛЕ 

Der Низа Naya тв LA. ITOM" Pi 3M Sein т шш ПАО 

Die Nara Nora ТИМЕ M TE 


— REAL ESTATE REAL ESTATE 
pakana” ae LAM NG ON ] FOR SALE FOR SALE 


2488 Rent to Own No DP 
Good Maid Yaya Boy 4214852 САТЕ Big Disc 05202200928 


ee CER Xu | 
PIT = түү 


MSOME ATHLETES 8937981 


FEELS GOOD таи Bosw 4BR STB гаш S457112 


EZ HOME AGENCY 8234249 


MAID COOK YAYA 7329542 100% TAGAYTAY ж 
FOR SALE | s ss ия эш men nms ism n и Ш 


Bent Lo м Тый Vit канала 

AND SARI-SARI m 

QUALITY MADS 421-3020 STOCK а 

апета шти P3500/SOM 


BEST MAIDS 8250754 CONTACT икт NR AYALA Ayala Hillside Estates SSS 
~ 046 9700627 | Bestie i py тышына | LAS2IR! METROYALE SUBD LASA!" Ma бшшш Ват Walay Gol Was" Tems SAN МОЈЕ. BUL 4оот 
ANGEL MAIDS 4213253 па па ш врта сивим PEAN Voce то T MID - иезин VT Sora OC dato! De Sitaw DEAD] Рибе We GOOEY е 27 


~ А ` = : 


NEED MAIDS 783-4613 


- — PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER. - 


" CLASSIFIEDS 
NG 


SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 11, 2004 


REAL ESTATE 
FOR SALE 


BATANGAS 


TRANSPORTATION 
FOR SALE 


TOYOTA 


REAL ESTATE 
FOR RENT 


QUEZON POWER PHILIPPINES, LTD., 
A 470 MW COAL FIRED POWER FACILITY 
located in Mauban, Quezon, urgently needs a 


PEST CONTROL 
SERVICE PROVIDER 


TO BE ACCREDITED, the PEST CONTROL SERVICE PROVIDER 
should have the following MINIMUM REQUIREMENTS: 


RANCHO VISTA SUBD Lastiog 
Родівит ме 0061 ке 27 


New 3BR 218 Gro 6365184 


QUEZON Сту 


RAYA эв PAST NEG 

308 MATIC RUSH! 284-1837 pr 

md ib: 14.1202 
т» 


OTHER AREAS REVO-02 MATIC sasono 


5 АМО CUBAO отыз 
тонн a сву mus ши — — — — — NAKIPICK-UP 
Pih Ve 80461 Юс 27 Cubao Apart 05716748 

=e эз Lo Van Tane UT 18 Gas 
Lady затим МИН шт ед. 09274907797 


CAVITE 


on Bosco exes ина ‘OTHER can BRANDS 
Родорт2 We BOOB! кс 27 = 
к К 

PANKPLACE SUBD Laos Plo ую кел Hm 


` тезде! 
P5750 Ve ВУ! ке 27 
К 


WAREHOUSE! 
[o MM =: 
WAREHOUSE " 
TOR LERSE 
cabo ne 
Pura 
PM 
pm 


BUY «SELL "РАНИ 


SWISS WATCHES 
Aan eae 


ST, CHARGEL DASMA er Зи van 


ing рї Ve DS 2 
Registered and in good standing with the Securities and Exchange 
Commission or the Department of Trade and Industry. 

In continuous operations for the last five (5) years. 

A member of The Pest Control Association of the Philippines or Pest 
Exterminator Association of the Philippines. 

Holder of a valid Fertilizer and Pesticide Authority license 

Minimum of two (2) available certified pesticide applicators 

Have an existing contract involving at least three (3) industrial clients 
(manufacturing plants and facilities) 

Uses environment friendly products. 

Has a good track record and satisfactory performance as attested by 
at least three (3) clients 

Could mobilize a team to survey an industrial area on short notice. 


SHAS CALAMBA PTOUSON WI 


WATERIELEC. — T-M285621 2501370 6822558 /66 


BUY - SELL - PAWN 


ROLEX+OTHERS 


HOT SPRING LOTS ар ee 
Trooper Terrano Town-Hi Асе 


ROOM а BOARDO Pa 


Trew совети 


Ен GABE 2TBoom 902678 


бе мент, ой (ан 
От ват ИО штините 
SOT PEAK тик да то 
Ме 903461 loc 2827 


шу MK ATS а зле Ly PO 
[Ir 


188 wAC JT MKT 8992148 


WE BUY AT HIGH PRICE 


ROLEX 
5646593 5897041 
5533742 47274. 


BUYING ROLEX 


(Oper WATCHES BEST PACE 


BF POVE 827534578257524 


BUENDIA PASAY 8345973 
SEMI FUAN FREE LW 


1 PER ONLY COM- CR 3T MO. ost 


“FURNISH PASAY 0872855. 
BULACAN p 
Magallanes Vi 


Е Malo 
Single Bed 7897-3770 


ИШ 


IVO TAKING сля таум 


m 


SAN MIGUEL вис oom 
[rp 


EL 


0911-9142309 • 7269687 
ташни || IE YOUR COMPANY MEETS THESE REQUIREMENTS, PLEASE SUBMIT 


LETTER OF INTENT, COMPANY PROFILES AND PROOF OF 
QUALIFICATION ON OR BEFORE SEPTEMBER 18, 2004 TO: 


Benz Jaguar Lincoln 6525922 
Carens Сон 422.0296 PUBLIC 


CARSNANSIBADAL этин» 


Cheap Van Renal 390311 


The Accreditation Board for Quezon Power 
c/o Emmanuel M. Florece 
BPO INTERNATIONAL, INC. 
6758 Ayala Avenue, Makati City 
ABCEESS Telephone nos. 892-0481 to 94 (local 8801), 0918-3876853 


: 
Lol ol -— Fax No. 325-2764 


STARE 
Spartae «20:2278. 226-1084 
QUEZON CITY 


Soo, 6550960. 67:25 PROLS 913810 | ense 


яз CORONA Paok VC өй 
REAL ESTATE ви 
FOR RENT 


теусо U Drive wo Driver Al 
Kis Cos Van Revo Diy. 
Wo, Renal 230212 


DOCTOR зи 


FRANCINGEASY FAST VERY 


JOB HERING 


ONE яо! PLAZA KAPUNAN 


REPUBUCOOF THE PHILIPPINES, 
ос. нит ATENEO FANS, 75: at 


S209541 d gines 


"28TY abr 25 FA OQU alor. 
tank tear grgoteleabielAC 
Ready nr St Scho, Schoo! 
(92-065 ot 09173738642 


QUEZON CITY 


Bung OR TB tear уе 11T 
59 KO St Kamias 6009000. 


UD 48R3YB теа Am wi 
terrace seni furnish PAST Call 
820021 Precy 


Kingisie Hils Suba Antipolo 
2 Siry 28h Bath Fly Am 
Di Kichn 6307585 


paseo млн SUO FF 
PERLA MAISON LEGASA STUDO FF 
їй (034238006 


SANLO DUPLEX 526-8048. 
MANIA 


CONDO NR LA SALLE 
ST. SCHO HIWAY 6am? 218 
[P 


MANDALUYONG 


ЗАН FRANCISCO GARDENS, 
Bon Ave З IB PIBTimo 
Tois T2405 721-3252 


QUEZON СТ 


онт. џек 17H 28 Furnish 
Eastwood спу Lbis 6390164 


PHILAM TOWNHOUSE FRONT 
EDSA Bldg 2 UNIT 2 7361925 


MAKATI 


19h тва ное ва. 
Med 0917-5405281 


chan зета Mas оа 
MANILA 


28h Sia Ara UD 5644940 
‘hr rz Aun Ea иин 


мо loni NA UST Tel 
Trans "801905 sao 


MALATE MLA 526-8048 


REAL ESTATE 
FOR SALE OR RENT 


SALE | RENT витає GHBLLS 
QUEZON сту 


неп MADELA эл 158 590 


5614960 look lor Joyce 


OTHER REAL ESTATE 


BROKER'S REVIEW 4382085 


TRANSPORTATION 
FOR SALE 


чї эш 
sb орт 


эме шт 
Ud 


чи СМС HB вата Ful 
Maintenance Record P2207 

са For Cash 
SOLO -SOLD«SOLD. 


HYUNDAI 


702 ai WT 15 Gas оное 
Cond. 09274907797 


ISUZU 
isuzu висат 340170 
MERCEDES 


For Sale 2001 MBenz 
C200K Call Gina 8178062 


ман 
'93 Nissan Тан 9ST 2300582 
TOYOTA 


эник DSL Pasa вана 


пъ Fast Car oun 26752524 
15% CARLOAN 373-6519 
зае CARLOAN 5338254 
музу Cavan SISAS 

1.5% Fast Car Loan 6567685 

185 Fost Car Loan 580140 

армии Car ТЫ 

‘Sneaking Cor зна 

1S wang Cr 7288243 

MIHA Fast Car Loan 725200 

Zao Taking Car 7252780 

‘dang car TROIS 


Za woaing Car zt 


GARAGE SALE 22420 


Dog Trainer 0919-2050952 


оов TRANER 0919-3419012 


GRET PUPS 6890677 
Husky 227 Champine Сиа. 
++ YORKIE PUPS wF 812216 


LAB Amos 09205566100 


PHILIPPE DOG SCHOOL 
Trains ой leash А even by 
Shep. 


ral опу. 
Te mane | 


зат 


Lodang 4 Enterprising Pe 
lem Падом wh mani 10 eam 
cone kam S от Usa Jon 
шш hil Kanchong Ба Aga 
9927537414 


BE AN EXTREPRENEUR, START 
YOUR owm AGENCY NOW WO 
CAPITALI 0919-06914 


CaLUSABHK wishes tients? 
“Bud пио 05203112510 


areis con cade attt 
"53108 09170901851 Mene. 


EARN PIOT умей. HOW? 
stare d bisnez 0921-5814738 


Extra income Рот up Pat 
Юй Time 09160217139 


JON TOP MLA CO-FO 
Invest wisely 0226-2604 


ст 
Cel We. (05175396108 


EMPLOYMENT 
OPPORTUNITIES 


авшивтатие іззвтыт 


HAIRDRESSER FeuaLE 
SM MEGAMALL 946 


WAITRESS test 08154808747 
Masikas St uns па OC 


CAREGIVER 1-5280747. 


Immediate Hiring: Contsct 
"Joyce + 0917-8353019 
сода, Waters, Barenders 


ов WRNG (919891481 RA 
мымен Tutors 670378 


са юши 


тюш Ep. 
05195521961 Сш сит 


COMPUTER SALES CLERK 
WEB DESIGNER 


PROGRAMMER 


• knowledgeable in HTML, Searching & 
Dream Weaver 


email your application at 
jimcarterjri@yahoo.com 
ог call Tel.: 8126884 (1:00 pm-4:00pm) 


WAREHOUSE FOR RENT 
- Located at A Masagana SL, Onno Hiway 
Manotok Subd, Baesa. Quezon City 
- 273561 sq.m whose wi 1056 meters high ceiling 
mmedaley avaiable ог occupation by Ос. 
Ideal fr storage В ight таласа corparies 
EQUIPMENT а. MAGHINERIES FOR SALE 
Use п mandacunng eneronmental Inendy. 
tableware products such as plaies, bow, ec. 
- Обете ресе є very reasonableicheap as owner 
plans lo migrate abroad 
For inquiries pls. call 
6313407 • 6319017 


REAL ESTATE 
SEMINAR REVIEW 


Real Estate Brokers 
Association of the Phils. 
(REBAP) Greenhills Chapter 
announces their Real Estate 
Seminar Review which will 
start on Sept. 18, 25, Oct. 2, 9, 
16, 23, 2004 at Club Filipino, 
Greenhills. For more details, 
call Grace Cruz 746-6104 or 
631-3296 


More 
Classifieds 
on Page B2 


POEA 


24-HR HOTLINES 
722-1144 • 722-1155 


SUGAR REGULATORY ADMINISTRATION 
PO Bar 70 UP Duman van Cty 
тосола 


INVITATION TO APPLY FOR ELIGIBILITY AND ТО ВІВ 


тне Sugar Reguistory Атиана SPA) rough ds Blg and Awards Commitee (BAC) 
sets rama pares app or cty and о b Tor e %ирру c е одоту tms obe 
пао aber ports the Pipes, as ows 


VARIOUS FARM MACHNERIES, 
LABORATORY EQUIPMENT. 


GRAND NEW) 
REBDONG 


Бой 13-09 5.2004 


ScHEDULE OF 
воонс ACTIVITIES 


issuance ol Egy & 


REBIOONG 
‘Sept 13-00 5. 2004 


Fora non-elundoble amount 

‘of Pnp 300.00 
p Septem 27, 2004 
E 


заноса Opening ot 
Eiguy Bo стекна 

Venue Pra: SARA Soca Hat 
Contorrco nd Putte BxtongNor Avenue, Daman. OC. 


APPROVED BUDGET FOR 
THE CONTRACT 


For paricuar, please cont 
The Bading Secretariat - 


Octner 2004 
2o pu 

SAA Soc ka 

Nam Avenue. Dinan, O.C. 


957,120.00 Php 190,000.00 


Telephone No. 929-8837 


‘porters rotaie o the Eng, В bond. Po b Corosonco, Ва Evaluation and Award 
oi Corsacis chat be govemad by Ра promsons of ЙА 9153 and fs nplementog шз and 
Правна за ter appicale governor dos and reguianons 

“The SRA assumes по responsi whatsoever 1o compensate or nmm he durs lor 
any expense cured e a proprsten d o bas 


Tre SRA осот те ngh orc any or al bide, wawe any доа or ioa hr 
accept any dis or Ors} when may Consider Yo be advanageeus and bene to the 


(508) JAMES C. LEDESMA 


утуй пазы) 


NOTICE TO THE PUBLIC 


The public is hereby notified that our OFFICIAL 
RECEIPTS (General Form) Series Numbers 
8059951 – 8060000 was lost in transit and shall 
be cancelled immediately. Please report 
unauthorized use of these receipts to the 
ISABELA STATE UNIVERSITY, Echague, 
Isabela. If you are in possession of these Official 
Receipts, kindly surrender to the ISABELA 
STATE UNIVERSITY, Echague, Isabela or call 
(078) 672-20-20 for proper recording. 


ISABELA STATE UNIVERSITY 
Echague, Isabela 


WANTED SUPPLIER 
For Ladies and Children's Sleep 


Wear and Subcon also 
| Call: 5241363 • 5243423 • 
| 0917 8379874 (8:00 am to 6:00 pm) 


SATURDAY, 
SEPTEMBER 11, 2004 


PHILIPPINE HEART CENTER 
East Avenue, Quezon City 


is now accepting applications for 
Academie Year 2005 


FELLOWSUIP (with specific requis 


|. Pediatric Cardiology 
> A years Residency in ба 


Il... Thoracic and Cardiovascular Surgery 
У 5 years Residency in General Surgery accredited by PCS 
У must have passed certifying examination given by the PBS (Board 
eligibl/Diplomate) 
у at east qualified to take PBS certifying examinat 
of satisfactory results ofthe in 


Ш. Anesthesiology 
> З years Residency in General Anesthesia accredited by PBA (Board 
eligible) 
У pre-fellowship (except for graduates of the Philippine Heart Cent 
“Anesthesia Residency Program) 


RESIDENCY (QUERT not required) fill-up application at DOH for matching 
(for Medical Board Passers) 


|. Radiology 
1. Nuclear Medicine 
M. Biological and Clinical Laboratory (Pathology) 
* Deadline for submission of application ix on September 15, 2004 
“Academic Year 2005 starts on January 1, 2005 
General Requirements for Application for Fellowship & Residency: 
Medical Diploma 
Transcript of Records with the Weighed General Average 
полази Board Rating 
“The (3) Letters of Recommendation (coming from different 
Doctors specifically the Training Officer lor Director of the 
previous training programs) 
Four (4) pes. 2'47" picture colored 
Certificate of Residency in required specialty 
Specialty Board Certificate in required specially 


Please address your communications to: 


JOSE A. YULDE, M.D. 
‘Assistant Director 
Office of Education and Research 

Philippine Hean Center 

East Avenue. Quezon Cit 
For further inquiries, please contact Ms. Carmela M. Ocasion 
tept 0919-2885303) or Ms. Cleopatra Q. Palencia (ерд 0916-3021735) with Tel. 
Nos, 925-2401 locals 3234, 3235, 3236 & 3237 and Telefax 926-9622, or you 


can стай в verphegorph 
NG IFYOU WANT TO EARN MORE 
THIS IS FOR YOU! 


Inquire at any of the Н. Pryce - Call Centers at Tel. Nos. 
Ма. - 897-5816 / 897-5902. Bacolod ~ (034) 435-0011 to 13 loc. 11 
Lpa - (043) 756-1916 Davao - (082) 221-3034 t0 37 
loc. 402/403 
- (08822) 727945 


GUARANTEED! 


HIGHEST COMMISSION ON 
EDUCATION / PENSION PLANS 


Cebu - (032) 231-5654 coo 


"Repubir ol the Pppenos. 
SOCIAL SECURITY SYSTEM 
East Avenue, Diman, Quezon City 
ты. Nos. (632) 820-6401 > (632) 920-8446 
лагает ео com ph. Web se posi es gov ph 


7 


Please got in todch with the Members Assistance Center, Social Security 
‘System (SSS), East Avenue, Dilman, Quezon Сау ог at any SSS ойсо nearest 
Your place ol residence and file your death benefit claim wihin 80 days upon 
Publication, it you are 
AME OF 
BENEFICIARIES 


Marrone Acdog 


m 


AME OF 
SSS MEMBER 


Domingo Acdog 
5570800197192 
Avelino D. Acebedo 
552032018517 
Danny S. Ahmad 
55е 1002108543 
Eugene М. Arenas 
592020040816 
Сайа Argente 
557 0925428202 
Teotimo E. Bacolor 
55702452001 
Вино St, Poblacion. Narcisa E. Boonggaling February 13, 2000 
MarooBed  $5е0 7 
Mulet M. Burgos 13520 Hportoro St, Jose B. Burgos 
‘ny iño М. Burgos Cebu Cay S57 06-05246572 
Ernesto A. Cabadin 1232C Aguia Етен Cezar M. Cobain July 12,2004 
Олар, Mania 559395201186 
Sana Rosa С Arthur. Cariaga 
Lagura 35707793 
known Leonides Coloma 
5570-1933 


Jogos, 1995 


Feliza Вешта Bagong Bayan, 
Tagog. Meo Manda 
Sa. Casta, 
Zamboanga Ciy 
Unknown 


драга го 


Talata Ahmad January 21.2004 


Beverly Manuel May 16, 2008 
Aranas 
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GUARANTEED FINANCING FIXED INTEREST UP ТО 10 YEARS” 10% DOWNPAYMENT FOR LOTS 25% DOWNPAYMENT FOR DEVELOPED PROPERTIES 
ALL PROPERTIES FOR SALE ARE ON AN “AS IS WHERE IS BASIS". PROPERTIES AND PRICES ARE SUBJECT TO CHANGES WITHOUT PRIOR NOTICE. 
SHOW MONEY: PhP25,000.00 CASH or MC “PLEASE CONFIRM ATTENDANCE TO ENSURE SEATS AND PARKING 
PLEASE CALL CBRE: Tel. по. (02) 759-2334; (02)752-2580 - DOMESTIC TOLL FREE МО. 1-800-10-555-9888 
Early 0918-9306721 - Jane 0920-9274824 - Don 0920-9216150 - Mike 0917-5260614 
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BOHOL 1 ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE, INC. 
Maca-as, Tubigon, BOHOL 
Fax No. (038) 508-8095, Tel. No. (038) 508-0084 to 85 


INVITATION FOR BIDS NO. 15 


The BOHOL | ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE, INC. (ВОНЕСОЧ) 
intends to procure kilowatt hour meters for massive replacement. 
of old kilowatt hour meters to consumers in our coverage area 
funded by the five percent (5%) reinvestment fund, as follows: 


LOT! - ELECTRONIC SINGLE PHASE KILOWATT-HOUR 
METER (For Consignment Basis) 

Mechanical Display, Single Phase, Two Wire, 10(60)A, 240 
volts, 60 Hertz. — 5,000 Pieces 

LOT 2- KILOWATT-HOUR METER, Single Phase, Two 
Wire, Class 100, 240 Volts, Type F-72, G.E. - 500 Pieces 


Opening of sealed Bid will be on October 6, 2004, 2:30 PM at 
ВОНЕСО | Main Olfice Board Room in Maca-as, Tubigon, Bohol. 
‘Said proposal would be open and read in the presence ol bidders 
or their representative who choose to attend. 


Interested bidders may obtain information and secure list of bidding 
documents from BOHECO-{ Main Ollice upon payment of non- 
relundablo fee of One Thousand and Two Hundred Pesos 
(P1,200.00). 


Thailand Campus 


Learn about Gems & Jewelry 


From the world’s foremost authority in gemology 
70+ year history of excellence in education 
over 300,000 students worldwide 


GIA Graduate Gemologist Diploma 
The most recognized gemological credential 
6.6. Program starts November 1, 2004 
GIA Thailand Campus 
Bisco Tower-12* Flr., 56/12 Sub Rd., Bangra 


"Tel: (662) 237-9575 / 77 
giathai@kse.th.com 


Bangkok Thailand 
ах: (662) 236-0829 
www.giathailand.com 


-(Sgd) CARLOS B. ITABLE 


‘General Manager 
(P01- September 11,2004) 
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LA FUNERARIA PAZ, ING. 
CREMATORY SERVICES. 
‘ON CALL 24 HOURS A DAY 


104 oneness О" 
years “УУ рыш REDE Trunk Line: (632) 845-2334 to 38 
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Our Dearly Beloved Mommy 


Peacefully joined her Creator 
` оп September 1, 2004 in Galveston, Texas. 


Her loving husband Amb. Romulo M. Espaldon; 
children Romelea & Morsidy, Grace & Andrew, Romulo Jr. & 
Migzilou, Cheryl & Caesar, Arleigh & Curie, and Sherwin & Linda; 
grandchildren, brothers & sisters, nephews & nieces, and other relatives 
request the pious readers to pray for the eternal repose of her soul. 


Her remains lie in state at the Jose Rizal Chapel, La Funeraria Paz, 
Manila Memorial Park, Dr. A. Santos Avenue, Sucat, Parafiaque City. 


Mass will be celebrated on September 14, 2004 at 
six thirty in the evening. 


Interment at the Manila Memorial Park, Parafiaque City will be on 
September 15, 2004 at eleven o'clock in the morning. 


= Gn Toying Memory 
> of our Dearly Beloved 


| A FRANCISCA 
FADERAN BAGASAO 


of Paoay, Ilocos Norte and Cabanatuan City, Nueva Ecija 


“ELISABOLLOZOS FELICIAN 


of Malaybalay City, Bukidnon 


Peacefully joined our Lord on September 7, 2004 
at the age of 88 at Oakville, Ontario, Canada. 


Beloved wife of the late Dr. Fausto L. Feliciano, adored mother of Madeleine Е. 
"Trespeces, Wendell, Lionell, M: F. Roco (1) and PSupt Rondell Feliciano. 


ived by sisters Pacita, Editha, Caridad and brothers Napoleon, Ramon and 


Dear sister of the late Rizalina, Virgina, Esperanza, Vicente and Orlando. 


Dear motherin-law of Си, Alejandro В. Trespeces Jr Eduardo S. Roco, Ava 
Murillo, Lolita Quiling and Charlene 


Widow of the late Judge Agustin С. Bagasao 


She will be sadly missed by her grandchildren in Canada, U.S., and the Philippines 


ical Fianza 214 Alejandro F. Trespeces Ш and Wyxie Died in the Grace of the Lord on 10 September 2004 


at the age of 89 in Cabanatuan City. 


Mommy is survived and will be deeply missed by her children, believes 
Ding and Bai, Titos and Lolet, Ida May, Maria Fides, Vicky and in Him 
Helen; grandchildren Gabbie, Bogey, Ana, Miguel and Jill; si shall not 
Remedios Plan and Prudencia Pobre, brother Nemesio Jr.; sister perish 
in law Salud Duque and brother in law Felizardo del Pilar. but have 


Her remains lie in state at the family residence in Ma. Teresa everlasting 
I. Subdivision, Cabanatuan City. 


and great grandchildren particularly Jose 
esperes Reeza and ish Feliciano. 


Our Dearly Beloved 


ARACELI S. BRION 


Retired School Supervisor and 
| College Instructress of San Pablo City 


Бај 
„Interment and other details will be announced shortly. || a 
- 


ES 


goa ———— 
H TRIFENA GICOLE ОТУ 


Died on Sept. 2, 2004 at the age of 85. 


Peacefully joined our Lord 
Her loving husband Aaron G. Gargol 


SISTER TERESITA AVISO VILLALUZ, OSA 
(Teresa Villaluz) 


а аи nee ee bo passed away on September 10, 2004 at the age of 74. 
10 pray for the eternal repose of her soul. “к # M ыд 


ador (1), Lina, Atty. Romulo (+), 
ilon; brother-in-law Simplicio Ramos; 
Evangeline: nephews, nieces and other 


May she rest in Peace! 


Е з а Her body lies 
| iders to pray for the eternal repose of her at their ancestral home in Tapaz, Capiz. FUNERAL. MASS WILL BE ON 
g анана | зоти 
Her remains lie in state at the Resurrection Chapel at San Pablo City. 3 Варете 11. n4 Өй а. f ARR AN 
at Tapaz Parish Church 


Interment will be today, September 11, 2004 immediately after the ( NS. 


ix 2:00 p.m. Mass at San Pablo Public Cemetery. 


We design OBITUARIES for free. 


м D n n 


ing | DON HENRY SY GAISANO 7 


2) М joined the Lord on September 8, 2004 at the age of 85 


SPOUSES: 
FRANCESCA NGOCHUA+ * VALERIA NGOCHUA + 


CHILDREN: 
BENITO @ GINA GAISANO : EDDIE @ JUDY GAISANO 
AMELIA GAISANO е SIMON GO · ROSALIE 5. GAISANO+ 


HIS BROTHERS 6 SISTERS: 
DAVID • STEPHEN : VICTOR? + JOHN? 
PIAN PIAN++KAM KAM: “ENG ENG + YAN YAN+ 
CHING CHING : ESTER 


GRANDCHILDREN: 
GERALDINE APRIL € ALFIE ANGGALA" GENEVIEVE ANNE € RYAN BERNARD GO 
MATTHEW NICOLAS G. GO + HENRY 5. GAISANO И" ANGELI SUZY б. GO 
VALERIE € GLENN SEBASTIAN" BARBARA GAIL U. GAISANO «JULIE CHRISTINE G. GO 
EDA FRANCES 5, GAISANO "GLADYS JOY U. GAISANO * GLENDA MAE U. GAISANO 
EDMUND 5. GAISANO, JR. X 


GREAT GRANDCHILDREN: 
BENRICK RYAN б, GO * FRANCINE BIANCA G. GO * KYLA DOM 


And all his brothers and sisters-in-law, nephews and nieces, relatives and frie 
request everyone whose lives he touched to j join us in praying for the 
eternal repose of his soul. 


His mortal remains lie in state at the Cosmopolitan Funeral Hom 
Nivel Hills, Lahug, Cebu City 
Cremation will be on Septinber 4, 2004 after 
the celebration of the Holy Mass at 8:00 A.M. 


( Please omit flowers. 
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“Pour out your heart before Him; God is a refuge for us." 
Psalm 62:8 


LIGAYA RIVERA RILLO 


of Quezon City 


Peacefully joined her Creator and husband BEN 
on September 09, 2004 at the age of 80. 


Het bereaved children Benjie, Bobby, Jojo and Diane; grandchildren Jodian, Jodine and Jenzel; 
sisters Dra. Lualhati Paguio, Dalisay Afable and Luningning; brother Pedro; in-laws, nephews, nieces, 
other relatives and friends request the pious readers to pray for the eternal repose of her soul. 


Her remains lie in state at Our Lady of Mt. Carmel Shrine Parish, Doña Juana Rodriguez Avenue 
(Broadway), New Manila, Quezon City. 


Cremation will follow after the 9:30 a.m. Mass (Mt. Carmel) on Monday, September 13, 2004 at the La 
Funeraria Paz Crematory. 
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An Toying Memory of the 
Third Death Anniversary of i 


RUFINO С.Е (ROYI SANTOS Ill ^ : 


Who passed away on September 11, 2001 
at the WTC, New York, NY 
Holy Masses will be offered at the 
following churche: 
St. Andrew the Apostle Parish 
М, Garcia St, Bel-Air, Makati City 
The National Shrine of the Sacred Heart... 
Dao, San Antonio Village, Makati Ciy 


“I can do all things in Him who strengthens me.” 


E 


Our Dearly Beloved 


Dal al! Malla Rivor 


Now peacefully rests in the infinite Grace & Goodness 


Santuario de San Antonio Parish. of the Lord on the 8th day of September 2004 at the age of 74. 


Forbes Park, Makati Су 
She is survived by her husband Fred; children Kuyang, Jinggoy & Lyn, 
Junjo & Bing, Nong & Irene, Neng & Ricky, Chi-Chi & Tutut, and Mark; 
grandchildren Mobbie, Chax, Renci, Tyrone, Tutchi, Jinggay, Ryle, Chito, Kyle, 
Lucy, Chia, and Nong-Nong request prayers for the eternal repose of her soul. 


St. John Bosco Parish 

Атай St, Makati City 

San Pedro Parish Church 

San Pedro, Laguna 

San Guillermo Parish Church . 
Buting, Pasig City 

St. Roque Parish Church 
Pateros, Metro Manila 

Holy Masses will also be offered at St. Patrick Cathedral, New 
York, NY, St. Vincent de Ferrer Church, 868 Lexington, New 
York, St. Thomas More Church, Alhambra, CA, Holy Rosary | 
Cathedral, Vancouver, B.C., Canada ќе St. Paul Parish, 
Richmond, B.C., Canada 


g 
His family requests relatives and friends to pray for the tema. Bj 
repose of his soul 


600pm. 


Her remains lie in state at the Arlington Memorial Chapels, 
12 G. Araneta Avenue, Quezon City. 


6:00 p.m. 


Interment will be on Sunday, September 12, 2004 at 
Eternal Gardens Memorial Park immediately after the 9:00 a.m. Mass. 
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ENATO N. PULI 


Peacefully joined our Creator on 
September 8, 2004 at the age of 58. 
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is open to serve your Classified Ads requirements. 
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linda; children Arvie, Manuel, Arlene and 
Ronald: Rico and Deo: 
in-law Nini and Ophel: nephews and nieces 
hermaine, Ma. Teresa and Dexter: grandchild 1 
relatives request the pious readers to pray For the eternal rest of 
his soul. 
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‘The Widest Reaching Classifieds 


ment will be on Sund: 
Loyola Memorial Park, Mariki 
at Arlington Memorial Chapels. 


j, September 12, 2004 at the 
City, after the 8:00a.m. Mass 
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. . CLASSIFIEDS 
Philippine Open Source Conference 2004 


THE SIGNIFICANCE and benefits of open source were discussion with open source experts, and a bonus uack 
highlighted during the recently-held Philippine Open . session that focused on the social and political implications 
Source Conference 2004, which sought to raise the of free and open source software (FOSS) 


Festivities for Our Blessed Virgin of Periafrancia 


THE PENAFRANCIA Devotees Association of Metro Manila, headed by it 
president, Dr, Charito Prieto-Felipe, is inviting everyone to the Annual Metro 


country's level of awareness of open source as a feasible 
alternative to proprietary software. 

Dwelling on the theme “Open source goes 
mainstream", the successful event was held last Aug. 17- 
19 at the EDSA Shangri-La Plaza Hotel in Mandaluyong 
City where around 600 delegates converge to attend 
track sessions on Business Applications, Telecoms/ 
Networking/Security, and Programming/ Advocacy, 
including hands-on sessions, tutorials, open forums and 
product demonstrations. 

Described as the “biggest open source event in the 
country," the three-day conference organized by Media 
GBway Corporation (MGC) in cooperation with 
Imperium Technolo; Inc, also featured executive 
sessions that gathered C Level executives for the 


‘The next conference, whose updates will be posted at 
www.philsoc.com, will be held either in April or May 
2005. : 

This year's event was sponsored by Intel Philippines, 
Microsoft Developer Network, and SuSk@Novell as 
diamond sponsors; HP Philippines, myDSL, and 
Supermicro as gold sponsors; and American Technologies 
Inc., Chase Technologies Corporation, Computer 
Associates, emic Networks, Netopia Internet Café, QLinux 
Solutions Inc, and Red Hat as silver sponsors. 

Open $2 was the official Web content manager, while 
Computerworld Philippines, Enterprise, PC World 
Philippines, Fast Forward, 94.7 Mellow Touch, 
Philippine Daily Inquirer and Web Philippines Inc, 
were the official media sponsors, 


, 


Manila Festivities in celebration of the Feast of the Virgin of Pefiafrancia, our 
Beloved "Ina", the miraculous Patroness of the Bicol Region. Join the Triduum of 
novena prayers and masses for “Ina” at the St. Andrew the Apostle Church at 
Nicanor Garcia St, (Reposo St.) Bel-Air Makati, every 6 p.m. on Sept. 9, 10, and 
11. Bring your petitions to our Mother for Her loving intercession. Join the 
traditional Pefiafrancia Fluvial Procession along the Pasig River on Sept. 12, 
Sunday at 4 p.m, from the Hospicio de San Jose, Ayala Bridge, our embarkation 
point, to Jones Bridge, Experience this centuries-old tradition. Highlight of the 
festivities will be a Solemn Concelebrated High Mass, led by Bishop Nestor Cariño, 
at the Manila Cathedral on Sept 12, Sunday at 6 p.m. Let us honor "Ina" with our 
presence and our prayers. Please join us and experience the loving intercession 
of "Ina" for us. For inquiries, call the PeBafrancia Devotees Association's 
Secretariat at 531-5177, 531-9430, 531-5906 and 531-6158, 
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FOR LOVE OF SCIENCE 


Research 


By Tessa В. Salazar 


hen Fely М Velandria, 
61, a Food Nutrition 
and Research Insti- 


tute (FNRI) supervising re- 
search specialist, conducted a 
survey in Daet, Camarines 
Norte, she got bitten by a dog. 
She had to get anti-rabies shots 
when she learned that the dog 
had died. 

FNRI medical technologist and data an- 
alyst Charmaine A. Duante, 44, had a ce- 
sarian section in April 1998. Five months 
later, while in Bicol for some fieldwork, she. 
‘contracted yeast infection because she was 
using unsanitary restrooms and sources of 
water. Despite the discomfort she was feel- 
ing, she still went to Tarlac and to Rizal for 
more fieldwork. 

Supervisor-nutritionist Belen M. Tang- 
co, 47, and a colleague once had to 
trudge across a waist-deep murky river 
in Sibalom, Antique, because they could 
not gera truck to carry them. 

‘And once, Tangco and another female 
colleague had to take an open outrigger 
boat to cross the sea from Ivana to Sab- 
tang in Batanes. Waves as big as houses 
nearly overturned the boat. The two re- 
searchers made it, albeit wet and shiver- 
ing from the terrifying experience, 


Nutrition marshals 

FNRI's “field marshals” like Velandria, 
Duante and Tangco monitor major nutri- 
tional problems such as protein energy 
malnutrition, vitamin A deficiency, ane- 
mia and goiter in the countrys 78 
provinces and 18 regions. 

From the survey results, the FNRI rec- 
‘ommends measures, interventions and 
policies for government and nongovern- 
ment agencies to solve malnutrition and 


SCIENCE cannot exist in a vacuum. In to- 
day's world, where research cuts across 
nations, gender and disciplines, active 
collaboration among the academe, busi- 
ness and government is essential. 

For the past six years, the cosmetics 
company LOréal has tied up with Unesco 
for the "For Women in Science" project to 
recognize the work of almost 100 out- 
standing women scientists from 45 coun- 
tries to date, support their research, and 
raise their profile globally. 

Last March, the latest batch of Award 
Laureates, one from each continent, was 
honored in Paris. Each laureate received 
$100,000. They come from cutting-edge 
fields in the life sciences, such as T-cell 
research, agricultural productivity, neu- 
roscience, genetics and parasitic disease. 

Jennifer Thomson (South Africa) 
works on transgenic plants resistant to 
viral infections and drought. Nancy Ip 
(China) studies the synapses and pro- 
cesses of the nervous system. Christine 
Petit (France) researches on genetic de- 
fects in deafness and other sensory disor- 


other health problems. 

‘The FNRI assesses the nutritional status 
ofthe population every two and five years. 

‘The five-year survey monitors the im- 
pact of the programs of the government 
and private agencies regarding nutrition, 

The two-year survey involves the 
groups vulnerable to malnutrition: 
preschool children and pregnant and lac- 
tating women. 

Both surveys entail tortuous field 
work by FNRI's researchers. 


Work starts at 3 a.m. 

‘The FNRI teams usually start the day at 
3 am, collecting blood samples from 
people who need to work in the fields, 
‘mountains and seas before dawn breaks. 
The blood samples must be extracted be- 
fore the respondents take their breakfast. 

Researchers must also stay in the 
house of the respondents so they could 
note the households’ food consumption 
levels. They must weigh the ingredients 
for the meals before they are cooked; 
they also weigh the leftovers. The obser- 
vations cover all meals. 

Members of the sample households al- 
so undergo physical examination. 

For the researchers, this routine is sim- 
ple. The “real” stories happen on their 
Way to the remote barangays and back. 


Equipment comes first 

Duante recalled an incident in Novem- 
ber 1998 when she fell from a motorcy- 
cle while on the way to conduct a nutri- 
tion survey in Southern Leyte. She in- 
jured her leg, but she is proud to say that 
‘she was able to save a highly sensitive 
Cholestech machine she was then hold- 
ing. The machine, which costs between 
P10,000 and P20,000, calculates blood 
lipid and sugar levels. 

A week after the incident, she was as- 
signed to Tarlac. She was only forced to 
stop work to seek treatment when the 
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reach а remote barangay. 


pain in her leg became unbearable, 

Said Velandria: "Some of us get sick 
because we sleep for only four hours. We 
stay in a survey area for three to four 
days and then move on to another place. 
We do this for six months,” 

1n 1993, Duante and her team stayed in 
a Marine barracks in Tawi-Tawi. One day, 


fer hea name/city/message to 2207 (Globe) or 283 (Smart) 
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they heard gunfire and everyone dived to 
the floor, praying and quivering in fear. 

"We were so nervous. I thought it 
would be my last assignment,” Duante 
recalled. 

“Then we found out that there was a 
lunar eclipse and the people were firing 
guns to drive away evil spirits." 


For women in life science 


ders. Lucia Mendonga Previato (Brazil) 
works to treat and prevent Chagas dis- 
‘ease. Philippa Marrack (USA) delves into 
immunity and super-antigens. 

"They were chosen by an international 
jury of 15 eminent members of the scien- 
tific community led by Christian de 
Duve, Nobel Prize in Medicine awardee 
and founding president of the awards. 


Fellowships 

Aside from the laureates, 15 promis- 
ing young women (at most 35 years old), 
three from each continent, were given 
grants of $20,000 each for high-level re- 
search projects to be conducted outside 
their country of origin. They were cho- 
sen by the Fellowship Selection Commit- 
tee in Paris from a list of candidates pro- 
posed by Unesco national commissions. 

The roster of fellowships gladdens my 
heart, for they represent science done in 
a truly diverse world: microbiology 
(Mauritius, Yemen, Indonesia), virology 
(Nigeria), marine biology (U. R. of Tan- 
zania), chemistry (Lebanon, Pakistan), 


Eureka! 


Queena М. 
Lee-Chua Е 


biotechnology (Syrian Arab Republic), 
medicine (New Zealand, Romania), 
molecular biology (Croatia, Turkey), 
ecology (Argentina), developmental bi- 
ology (Mexico) and cellular biology 
(Venezuela). 

Why focus on young women scien- 
tists? Although I have not personally felt 
in my profession (mathematics) any stig- 
ma arising from gender, international re- 
search reveal that women are underrep- 
resented in science, and that women sci- 
entists receive less support and fewer 
promotions than their male colleagues. 

А recent Unesco Institute of Statistics 
study reveals that in New Zealand and 
Japan, only 15 percent and 18 percent, 
respectively, of science postgraduates 


Aloe can help the body b 


are women. (The best news comes from 
South America, where the percentages 
are 59 percent and 60 percent for Ar- 
gentina and El Salvador, respectively.) 

In 2001, the European Commission 
noted that women made up less than 
seven percent of professors and five per- 
cent of academy members in Europe. 

In 2002, the Greenfield Report com- 
missioned by the British government re- 
ported that fewer than 10 percent of se- 
тог research positions in any country 
areheld by women. 


Wealth of women talent 

How about the Philippines? Discrimi- 
nation against women in science may 
not be as rampant (although I don't have 
data to back this up), but then again, our 
scientists often creatively toil in adverse 
conditions. 

Our country has not yet won any of 
the above grants or awards, but with our 
wealth of women talent in the biological 
sciences, I don't see why this trend can- 
not be reversed. 
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ers put their lives on the line 


SCIENCE researchers use all available 
modes of transportation, even this raft 
made of bamboo, to get to their places 
of assignment. 


1а 1998, a team of researchers could 
not leave Sulu because of constant gun- 
fights in the area, When a terrified team 
member asked if they should push 
through with the survey, Velandria 
replied: "If there's a shootout, don't get out 
{ofthe provincial hospital]. Just duck.” 

Valendria said the researchers were 
able to finish the survey with the help of 
a military escort. 

While their trips to remote barangays 
expose them to dangerous situations, 
these also allow them a glimpse into the 
kindness of rural folk. 

"People are good. In Lanao del Norte, 
for instance, we were allowed to use the 
battery of a truck for electricity so we 
could edit and tabulate our work at 
night," Velandria said. 

She said they dont really mind the 
dangers of their work. After all, she said, 
they do this for love of research and 
country. 


Application forms can be downloaded 
from the site wwworwomenin- 
science.com. Click on fellowships, then 
selection process, then candidate appli 
5. Deadline for submission of ap- 
plications is Sept. 15. For inquiries, call 
or e-mail Leica Carpo, L'Oréal public rela- 
tions manager, at 632-0280 local 103 or 
learpo@ph.loreal.com. 

Although LOréal is best known for its 
cosmetics, it relies heavily on R & D, with 
almost 3,000 people working in 14 re- 
search centers in France, Asia and Amer- 
ica, focusing on studies about antioxi- 
dants in skin care, characteristics of 
Asian and African hair, optics in makeup, 
among others. More than half of their 
scientists are women—more than any 
other company in the industry 

As for Unesco, it has helped design sci- 
ence curriculums specifically for girls, 
and has set up academic linkages among 
women scientists around the world. Cur- 
rently, it strives to measure women's ac- 
cess to science training to develop appro- 
priate policies in its member-nations. 


reathe 


Builder’s choice 


A lot of materials are needed to build the 
structures--houses, buildings, condomi 
um, bridges, etc.—around us. It would be i 
teresting to know the people who invented 
such construction materials. Match the kind 
of construction material on the left with the 
name ofits inventor on the right. 

Dianne M. Villafuerte 


Inventor 

а) Augustine Sackett 
and Fred L. Kane. 

b) Sir Henry Bessemer 

о) Alins. Follows j 

d) Romans 

в) Joseph Aspdin 

1) Michael Kelly 

9) Rudolt of 
‘Nuremberg 

h) early Chinese and. 
Egyptian artisans 

1) Norman Breakey 

]) John Smeaton 

K) Archimedes. 


ANSWERS to last week's quiz: 1-4, 24, 3-0, 4- 
a, 54, 6K, 7-b, 8-с, 9-h, 10-0 


Construction material 

1. nail 

2. screw 

. wire 

i. barbed wire 
drywall 

. paint 

- concrete 

. cement 

. steel 

. paint roller 
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THERE used to be an aloe vera plant in the 
front yard of our house. If we were spattered 
by hot oil from the frying pan, we were sent 
out to pluck a leaf of the aloe vera and rub the 
sap on the burn to soothe the pain 

Now Mitchell Fink, chair of the Depart- 
ment of Critical Care Medicine at the Univer- 
sity of Pittsburgh School of Medicine, and his 
colleagues from the McGowan Institute for 
Regenerative Medicine have found a way to 
use aloe to save lives. 

Every day, somewhere in the world a gun 
goes off or a car crashes into a solid, immov- 
able object and someone suffers extreme 
blood loss. Many deaths result from the in- 
ability to get the patient the necessary medi- 
cal care during the so-called "golden hour.” 

Hemorrhagic shock occurs when the body 
has lost too much blood too quickly--even 
with blood transfusions—for oxygen to reach 
the organs, resulting in shock and triggering a 
host of life-threatening conditions. 


Controlling hemorrhage 

In the August issue of the journal Shock, 
Fink and his colleagues talk about the poss 
bility of saving more lives by controlling hem- 
orrhaging through the use of a substance ex- 
tracted from aloe vera. 

‘The extract contains a drag-reducing poly- 
mer (DRP) obtained from the sap of aloe 
leaves, The substance's name is derived from. 
its ability to lower a liquid's resistance to 
rapid movement when added in small doses. 

DRPs have been used in fire hoses to make 
the water shoot out farther and in oil 
pipelines to make the oil flow more smooth- 
ly. They have been considered in submarine 
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designs to make the vessels move more 
stealthily underwater. 

Marina Kameneva, one of the study's co- 
authors and director of the Artificial Blood 
Program at the McGowan Institute, said DRP 
might provide better diffusion of oxygen 
molecules from red blood cells to tissues be- 
cause of its ability to better mix into the plas- 
ma surrounding the red blood cells. 

In the human body, a thin layer of blood 
plasma keeps the red blood cells away from 
the blood vessel walls. When DRP is added 
to the bloodstream, the plasma layer be- 
comes even thinner, allowing the red blood 
cells to move closer to the walls of the 
blood vessels. This stimulates production 
of nitric oxide, allowing the vessels to di- 
late and making the exchange of gases such 
as oxygen casier between the carriers 

So while DRP may not prevent blood 
loss, it could theoretically keep the oxygen 
flowing to the vital organs, thus preventing 
hemorrhagic shock. 

Fink et al. conducted several experiments, 
to test their theories about DRP's usefulness, 

In one study, 20 rats were subjected to 
pressurized conditions equivalent to being 
over 25,000 feet in the air. Half of the rats 
received a saline injection containing a 


small amount of DRP while the other 10, 
which became the control group, were given 
an injection of pure saline solution. 

About half an hour into the experiment, five 
of ihe rats in the contol group were dead due 
to low oxygen levels in their bloodstreams. In 
contrast, four hours after hemorrhagic shock 
had set in, eight of the 10 rats who had re- 
ceived the DRP-Iaced injection were still alive, 


Viable solution 

"The results backed Kameneva's assertion of 
DRP' properties. The aloe vera extract doesn't 
stop the flow of blood, but it does increase the 
amount of oxygen moving in the bloodstream 
so hemorrhagic shock is prevented. 

"We hope this fluid will offer a viable solu- 
tion to a significant problem, both on and off 
the battlefield," Dr. Fink said in a press state- 
ment. “Medics would only need a small 
amount of this solution, which could feasibly 
be administered before the soldier [ог patient] 
is evacuated to a medical unit or facility" 

For DRP to become a part of every emer- 
gency technician's field kit though, the se- 
quence of polysaccharides which make up the 
aloe-extracted DRP must first be identified. 
Next, the substance must be tested further on 
animals to determine its safety before it can 
be tested on humans. And finally, the re- 
searchers need a company willing to fund the 
research necessary to get DRP out of the lab 
and into medical kits. 

All this should take a decade or so, which 
gives people plenty of time to come up with a 
catchy brand name for the end product. Will the 
name contain a "q че y" or че" like so many 
drugs today? We'll just have to wait and see. 
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Rising levels of obesity in Philippines 
blamed on individuals, says survey 


"Where do 
are eating? 


ЕЖА School dinners 


Ata friend's 


The journey to and from school 


ћи school :::: 26% 


house 


Weekends, away from my supervision 


you feel you have the least control over what your children 


т 
20% 


E 


BASE PARENTS (N= 106) 


тара 


"| think children should be allowed to eat, 
what they want—l'm not really concerned 
about what my children eat.” 


25% 


NDIVIDUALS and to a 
I certain extent parents, 

more than fast-food com- 
panies or food retailers, are 
to blame for the increasing 
rate of obesity in the Philip- 
pines, according to a global 
study undertaken by one of 
Asia Pacific's largest media 
specialist agencies, Univer- 
sal McCann. 

In the survey commissioned to 
find out peoples’ attitudes on the 
causes of obesity, Filipinos over- 
whelmingly feel that controlling 
obesity is a matter of personal ac- 
tion and that they are not blaming 
government or food suppliers for 
the increased prevalence of obesity. 


What causes obesity? 

However, Filipinos are evenly split 
оп the question of what causes obesi- 
ty About half (46 percent) said that 
eating too much was the cause of obe- 
sity, while 53 percent said lack of ex- 
ercise was responsible for obesi 

Thestudy focuses on the challenge 
for parents to manage the quality and 
quantity of food their children eat at 
home, in school and other locations 
outside of the home. Twenty-six per- 
cent of Filipino parents said they have 
least control over their children's eat- 
ing habits in the school environment. 

While children's nutritional diet is a 
major issue forall parents, there is con- 
siderable regional variation in ati- 


"Obesity is see: 
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's a very serious issue of the 


modern world with potentially huge conse- 


quences. Who do you thin 


Individuals Parents 


tudes to allowing children any food 
they want, or to using food as a bar- 
gaining tool inside or the outside the 
home. Only 2 percent of Filipino par- 
ens will allow their children to eat any 
food they want to eat. On the other 
band, some parents in Hong Kong (22 
percent), Taiwan (20 percent), China 
(19 percent) and Singapore (18 per- 
cent) tend to be more indulgent and 
openly accepting that children should 
beallowed to eat what they want. 

Moreover, fewer Filipino parents 
are likely to use food as a bargaining 
tool with their children (9 percent) 
compared to, parents in Hong Kong 
(20 percent), Singapore (15 percent) 
and China (12 percent). 

The survey was conducted as part 
of Universal McCann's Global Nutri- 


Government 


mostat fault?” 
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tion and Obesity Study in June and 
July 2004. More than 11,000 people 
in the eight markets in Asia Pacific re- 
sponded to the study, which wa 
fielded on the Internet with the assis- 
tance of Yahoo! in most markets 
throughout the region. 

Results from the study will be used 
to help report consumer and market 
insights for Universal McCann clients 
across Asia Pacific and the world to 
develop better communications cam- 
paign planning. 

Previous Universal McCann re- 
search has indicated a possibility that 
consumers’ readiness to adopt new 
technology and new media options in 
today's fast-changing media scene is 
affecting consumers’ abilities to fit in 
regular exercise programs. 


Doctors remember Rizal 
in Heidelberg 


By Rafael R. Castillo, MD 


‘HEIDELBERG welcomes you hos- 
pitably” joked Jiri, our local guide as 
we neared the city center two weeks 
ago. Clear blue skies greeted us as we 
got a good glimpse of the medieval 
quarter ofthe old town where Heidel- 
berg University is located. 

Our group, consisting of doctors, 
wanted to retrace the steps of our na- 
tional hero, Dr. Jose Rizal, when he 
stayed in Heidelberg for training to 


become an eye 
MEDICAL specialist. We 
FILES 


realized how 
lucky doctors 
are these days, 
with many big 
medical institutions giving them the 
necessary skills and competence to 
become specialists in a particular 
field after several years of training. 
During Rizal's days, doctors had to 
take the initiative to structure their 
own training program. Most ended up 
as physician-surgeons—jacks of ай 
trades, masters of none. Rizal must 
have realized early on that medicine 
was such a vast field that one needed 
to focus on a specific area to deliver 
the best possible service to a patient. 
Doctors then had to apply as ap- 
prentice or assistant of established 
specialists (and there were only a 
few). The trainee hoped to learn the 
extensive knowledge and skills of the 
specialist. He received no salary and 
had to spend for his living expenses. 


First impressions 

Rizal arrived in Heidelberg on Feb. 
3, 1886, traveling by train from Paris 
via Strasbourg. Їп his letter to his rel- 
atives in Calamba, he wrote: “I ar- 
rived at Heidelberg on Wednesday, at 
half past two in the afternoon. The 
town seemed to me gay, on the streets 
are seen only students with red, yel- 
low, white, blue caps of leather, etc. 

“They say that the students belong- 
ing to different corporations fight one 
another for fun. When they fight, 
they have all the parts of the body 
covered except the face and the eyes 
are protected with goggles of steel 
mesh so that the head and the cheeks 
are the most exposed. They use a very 
sharp saber with which they fight by 
raising the arm over the head. 

“The German student has fine pres- 
ence, tall, and is very robust. On the 
night of my arrival, wishing to obtain 
information about a good professor 
of ophthalmology, 1 inquired about 
the beer hall where students fore- 
gather, and 1 was directed to the 
Gulden Bierbrauerie.” 

Rizal attended the clinic for eye 
diseases under the direction of the fa- 
mous eye specialist Otto Becker locat- 
ed at Bergheimerstr 20. The building 
still stands, looking the same as it did 
during Rizal's time, and on its ground 
fior facade is a plaque acknowledg- 
ing the stint there of Rizal. 

The cobblestone walks and old 
shops are still there. The plaza fre- 


quented by Rizal in front of the Hei- 


delberg University retains a medieval " 


atmosphere. 

Rizal spent half of the day polish- 
ing on German language and the oth- 
er half apprenticing with Becker. 

Rizal wrote his famous poem А las 
Flores de Heidelberg” on April 22, 
1886. 

He stayed from April to June 1886 
in the house of Pastor Ullmer in Wil- 
helmsfeld near Heidelberg. Here he 
finished his famous novel “Noli Me 
Tangere.” 


3 months in Wilhelmsfeld 

Although Rizal stayed in Withelms- 
feld only for three months, this was 
considered a significant part of his 
life. Twice а year—on June 19 and on 
Dec. 30—the Knights of Rizal of the 
Wilhelmsfeld-Heidelberg chapter 
and other chapters from Germany 
and European countries meet and 
ganize festivities to honor our nation- 
al hero. The roster of members of the 
chapter consists of noted dignitaries. 

On our way home from Germany, 
we thought of the current state of our 
healthcare system and how doctors 
shift to nursing to get higher-paying 
jobs abroad. We couldn't help but 
wonder: how Rizal would have felt 
had he been alive today. 

Rizal would have probably thought 
that more than a hundred years 
hence, his country has yet to be liber- 
ated from the bondage of financial 
dependence on other countries. 


WHAT are the dental problems common 
patients? How do we treat 
r Ariel A. 


Diabetic patients have an energy 
problem so it would be better to have 
their appointments in the morning so 
that their energy is nor taxed. They also 
have healing problems when they have 
a tooth extracted. As long as the patient 
obtains a medical clearance and his 
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Dental problems of diabetics 


blood sugar is OK, then the extraction 
wound heals normally. Bleeding is con- 
trolled with ice packs and pressure by 
biting on the gauze. 

For a diabetic whose blood sugar is not 
okay but has a problem with a painful 
tooth, antibiotics and pain medicine are 
given. If this situation is prolonged, then a 
root canal is performed on the problematic 
tooth. Healing is better since the wound is 
smaller compared to an extraction. 


Book on bones 
off the press 


STUDIES show that bone fractures, al- 
though preventable, are one of the most 
common illnesses in our country today. 
Prevention of injuries requires a lot of 
common sense and precaution, which are 
often overlooked. 

To help address this problem, bone special- 
ist Jose Pujalte Jr. has come out with the 
“Bone, Joint and Muscle Handbook,” a useful 
guide to bone injuries, diseases and other 
problems such as arthritis, osteoporosis, gout, 
scoliosis and whiplash. The book offers prac- 
tical advice on the prevention and treatment 
of such problems. 

Dr. Pujalte is an assistant professor at the 
Far Eastern University-Nicanor Reyes Medical 
Foundation and the San Beda College of 
Medicine. He will be holding a lecture on 
arthritis prevention at Powerbooks Greenbelt 
4at6 p.m. on Sept. 18. 


COPD patients misdiagnosed, miss proper treatment 


GLASGOW, United Kingdom— Patients 
with chronic obstructive pulmonary 
disease (COPD) are frequently misdiag- 
nosed or remain undiagnosed, and may 
therefore be missing out on appropriate 
treatment. This according to the results 
ofa primary care study presented at the 
recent annual European Respiratory 
Society meeting here. 

COPD is a progressive respiratory 
disease that causes significant deterio- 
ration of lung function and chronic 
breathlessness that can lead to severe 
disability. Limited airflow associated 
with COPD leads to excess air being 
trapped in the lungs after a person has 
exhaled. This condition, known as “air 
trapping," is a primary cause of breath- 
lessness, which often restricts a per- 
son's ability to perform daily activities 
such as climbing stairs or taking a 
shower. 


2.7M deaths annually 

Although COPD is the fourth leading 
cause of deaths worldwide, claiming 
2.75 million lives annually, it is estimat- 
ed that up to 75 percent of patients in 
Europe and 50 percent in the United 
States are undiagnosed. Results of the 
study showed that more than half of 
those affected with COPD may first be 


incorrectly diagnosed with asthma by 
their primary care physician. 

"The level of misdiagnosis and under- 
diagnosis seen in this study is very con- 
cerning," said Prof. David Price, chair of 
primary care, respiratory, University of 
Aberdeen, UK, and principal study inves- 


tigator. “Although recent guidelines for 
COPD emphasize the importance of accu- 
rate diagnosis, this has been challenging 
in primary care. There has been varied 
evidence for COPD signs and symptoms, 
and insufficient tools to make an accurate 
diagnosis. As а result, patients are suffer- 
ing unnecessarily because they're not re- 
ceiving appropriate treatment.” 

‘The study involved 597 patients re- 
cruited from primary care practices in 
the United Kingdom and United 
States, aged 40 years or older, with pri- 
or diagnoses or medications consistent 
with obstructive lung disease, but not 
previously diagnosed with COPD. Pa- 
tients were given a study diagnosis 
based on spirometry. 


40% with COPD 

‘Approximately 40 percent of patients 
in the study were found to have COPD. Of 
these, 51.5 percent reported a prior diag- 
nosis of asthma only, 10.6 percent report- 
ed no prior diagnosis of obstructive lung 
disease, 37.9 percent reported a prior di- 
agnosis of COPD component diseases 
(chronic bronchitis or emphysema). 

‘Among COPD sufferers originally mis- 
diagnosed with asthma or with no prior 
diagnosis of obstructive lung disease, оп- 
ly 355 percent were receiving anticholin 
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ergic treatments, which together with be- 
taagonists are central to the symptomatic. 
management of COPD. 

“it's time for primary care physicians 
to rethink their approach to COPD to 
ensure patients receive an early, correct 
diagnosis and appropriate, effective 
treatment, Early intervention with 
smoking cessation therapy may slow 
disease progression, and appropriate 
medical therapy may slow the deterio- 
ration in patient quality of life seen with 
COPD,” Professor Price said. 

Study results also showed that diag- 
nosis of COPD in “at risk” groups 
(smokers and ex-smokers over 40 years 
of age) could be vastly improved if pa. 
tients were asked a few symptom-based 
diagnostic questions to assess their lung 
health. if these questions were used for 
screening purposes in a primary care 
practice setting, testing 1,000 people at 
high risk would lead to 297 spirometric 
examinations and 110 new diagnoses 
of COPD. 

“This simple questionnaire promises 
to be a cost-effective means of improv- 
ing diagnosis rates and thus appropri- 
aie management of one of the most 
common, debilitating and costly condi- 
tions seen in primary care,” Professor 
Price 


Menopause: 
The what, why and 
when of it... 


Menopause is essentially the end of 
menstruation, when the ovaries start Io shut 
all production of the female hormones estrogen 
and progesterone. This usually occurs between 
the ages of 48 and 52. 


‘Some women go through 
menopause for years, 
starting as early asin their 
mid 405 when the monthly 
bleed starts to change 
either happening at closer 
intervals or further apart 
ог none at all. The blood 
flow may also change, 
usually becoming lighter and at times 
unpredictable. 
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Menopause has three stages namely 
premenopause, peri-menopause and post- 
menopause. During pre-menopause (ages 
35-45) the menstrual cycle is still regular and 
Women continue to be fertile and reproducive. 
Perimenopause is the stage (ages 45-48) 
when the period becomes irregular and 
symptoms like hot flushes and night sweats 
start to occur. Postmenopause is characterized 
by the absence of bleeding for а! least 12. 
consecutive months. Common symptoms 
include hot flushes, night sweats, mood 
swings, irritability, decreased libido and vaginal 
dryness. 


Women have varying degrees of symptoms 
and each one is unique from the rest. Some 
do pass this stage without feeling any of its 
symptoms. For the rest who do experience it, 
there is no need to worry. 


‘Know yourself fully well and be aware of the 
changes your body undergoes. Eat the right 
food, do regular exercise, avoid excessive 
alcohol and smoking and have the right 
amount of rest and sleep. 


Don't let menopause take away the joys of 
midlife. Ask your doctor for treatment options 
to alleviate its symptoms. 


For questions or suggestions please e-mail 
livial@organon.ph 
PR мане shouid be a rawarcing 
time to spend with your 
loved ones, lo enjoy your 
‘own time and to stay fit and 
Y| Peay.” 
толом 
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RP faces another power crisis, ADB expert says 


By Abigail L. Ho 

costa 
SYDNEY, Australia—Because of 
the delay in implementing the 
Electric Power Industry Reform 
Act (Epira), the country may soon 
face yet another power crisis 
soon, according an official of the 
Asian Development Bank. 

In a presentation at the 19th 
World Energy Council Congress 
and Exhibition here, ADB Southeast 
‘Asia Regional Department principal 
energy specialist Mukhtar Ahmed 
used the Philippines as one of his 
examples to show how much a fail- 


ure in power sector reform would 


govemment 4 
“As a result of the delays in imple- 
menting the reform program, pri- 
vate investment in the Philippines’ 
power sector has not been forth- 
coming, and the country could face 
yet another power crisis over the 
medium term,” Ahmed said. 

While the country should have 
been one of the first countries in 
the region to undergo power sec- 
tor reform, he said “a longer-term 
view of the power sector was not 
taken and underlying weaknesses 
were not adequately addressed.” 


As a result, he noted that the 
" state-run National Power Corp. 
was ina “poor state of health." 

Saddled with some $20 million 
in liabilities, the state firm is one 
of the national govemments ing, 
biggest financial headaches. 

According to ADB computations, 
Napocor last year posted a deficit of 
around $1.6 billion, equivalent to 
19 percent of the countrys gross 
domestic product in 2003, 

By this year, the deficit could 
mount to as high as $2.4 billion 
or roughly 2.4 percent of GDP 

Ahmed said these problems 


were brought about by the slow 
implementation of laws meant to 
restructure the power industry. 
Instead of working fast to pre- 
vent Napocor from further bleed- 
*governmentinitiated re- 
forms have stalled in the areas of 
sector restructuring (unbundling, 
privatization, establishment of a 
competitive ‘electricity market), 
sector regulation, tariff rational- 
ization and governance,” he said. 
Recentiy, the Court of Appeals 
junked the rates unbundling ap- 
proval that the Energy Regulato- 
ту Commission gave Lopez-led 


and Liabilities 


Manila Electric Co., the country's 
largest private distribution utility. 
The case is still under appeal 
by both the ERC and Meralco. 
The privatization of Napocors 
generation assets is also encountering 
delays, according to the privatization 
schedule thatthe Power Sector Assets The 


Management 
submitted to the Joint Congressional 
Power Commission late last year 

Bidding for the 600-megawatt 
(MW) Masinloc coal-fired power 
plant in Zambales, the first big 

le for PSALM if a buyer will take 
it in the Oct. 27 auction, is facing 


the possibility of a failure due to 
complaints from several foreign 
investors about bidding terms. 

So far, PSALM has sold only, 
three plants, all small hydroelectric 
power plants witha combined gen- 
erating capacity of less than 7 MW. 
establishment of the 
wholesale electricity spot market 
has likewise been delayed. 

Аз for tariff rationalization, the 
ERCS recently approved new rates 
for Napocor, which will hike na- 
tionwide rates by an average of 97 
centavos рег kilowatt-hour starting 
Sept. 26, is currently under йге. 


Corp. 


China firm eyes manufacturing site in Bataan 


By Ronnel W. Domingo 


A CHINESE glass manufacturer is looking for 
а site in Bataan for a planned industrial park, 
which would have an anchor project worth 
$312 million, according to Trade Secretary 
Cesar М Purisima. 

Purisima said in an interview that Chi- 
na's Hebei Jingniu Group Co. Ltd. was 
looking for an area of between 100 
hectares and 130 hectares for its Crystal 
Ball Industrial Park. . 

“The main project for that park would be 
China's biggest single investment in the coun- 
try" he said. 

He added that the industrial zone would in- 
clude two on-line production lines for coated 
float glass, which means that the coating 
could be put on the glass at the same time that 
the glass is being made. 

The business park would also have two 


high-technology rolling crystallite glass 
lines. 

Hebei Jingniu also wants to put up a 
30,000 kilovolt-ampere power plant as 
well as a production line for plastic 
yachts, which would be the first in the 
country. 

Purisima said the project was expected 
break ground before the middle of 2005, 
time for President Hu Jintao's scheduled visit 
tothe Philippines. 

‘The project is seen to create a total of 
15,000 jobs for direct and indirect employ- 
ment, he added. 

Hebei Jingniu's main products include a 
variety of float sheet glass, on-line solar con- 
trol reflective glass and high-tech rolling crys- 
tallite glass. 

Its products are exported to some 70 coun- 
tries in Europe, Asia, the Americas and Africa. 
Products from the planned facility here would 
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be shipped primarily to Japan. 

Purisima said the Chinese firm also ex- 
pressed interest in making automotive glass 
in the planned project. 

“Hebei Jingniu plans to attract other Chi- 
nese investments to locate in the industrial 
park,” Purisima said. 

Purisima said earlier that President Macapa- 
gal-Arroyo's recent state visit to China brought in 
a total of $1 billion in investment commitments. 

The trade chief said that during the visit, the 
‘two countries agreed to expand bilateral trade, 
improve of the trade structure and develop po- 
tentials in trade and services. 

Purisima said the Presidents delegation, 
which includes 79 business representatives, 
appreciated China's support for agricultural 
development program and its grant of a 
$395-million funding facility for the 
Caloocan-Malolos segment of the North 
Rail project. 


The Amazing IBM PC Sale 


is here at last! 


Get great discounts and loads of free accessories at the 


IBM recommends 
Microsoft” Windows" XP 
Professional.for Business, 


AVAILABLE AT THE SALE: 
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IBM PC Sale in Eastwood Cybermall, Libis. September 18-19, 2004. 


Now you can bring home the computer you've always wanted. The really smart one with 
соо! ThinkVantage Technologies. With the most security and the best data recovery. One that 


сап finally work the way you do. 


n more at the PC Sale! 


Come to the sale between 10-11am and you'll even get a free printer with your laptop 
purchase. Or buy a ThinkCentre ог NetVista desktop and get a P1,000 Gift Certificate. 
What's more, you could also pay 0%" interest installments on some о! your favorite models 
Plus get a memory upgrade’, external floppy disk’, Targus Edu-tech Раск, or memory kay — 


absolutely free! 


- So on September 18 (10am-10pm) and 19 (10am-8pm), the Eastwood Cybermal is the only place 
tobe. And we know we'll see you there. Now that you know exactly what you'd be missing. 
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DBM eyes 
cut in GOCC 
officials’ pay 


By Michelle V. Remo 


THE DEPARTMENT of Budget and Manage- 
ment wants the exemption of state-owned 
companies from the Salary Standardization 
Jaw lifted to slash fat salaries of some officials 
and help ease financial woes. 

“We can possibly recommend it (lifting of 
the exemption) because we see that their ex- 
emption from the Salary Standardization law 
is being abused,” Budget Secretary Emilia 
Boncodin told reporters in an ambush inter- 
view after a meeting with heads of local gov: 
ernment units yesterday. 

Boncodin said monitoring the way govern- 
ment-owned and -controlled corporations and 
government financial institutions compensate 
their officials and employees was necessary be- 

ед firms could no longer be 
:onsidering the difficult times. 

The governments budget chief said that 
aside from lifting the exemption of GOCCs 
and СЕЊ from the Salary Standardization 
law, the DBM could also recommend the 
putting of a cap on the allowable salaries for 
their officials and heads. 

it is unconscionable for someone to get a 
P600,000 monthly salary, especially if the of- 
fice he heads is losing and considering the 
current situation,” said Boncodin. 

She added, however, that extremely high 
salaries cannot be considered illegal because 
of the exemption of some state-owned firms 
from the Salary Standardization law. 

State-run firms like Land Bank of the Philip 
pines, Development Bank of the Philippines. 
Social Security System, Government Service 
Insurance System and National Power Corp.. 
among others, are exempted from the Salary 
Standardization law imposed on government 
agencies, and are therefore free to set the 
salaries of their own employees and officials, 

Aside from looking at the salaries of state 
owned firms, the DBM and the Department of 
Finance are evaluating the financial perfor- 
mance of 15 losing GOCCs, for possible disso- 
lution because these were no longer needed. 

Boncodin said the national government 
could no longer tolerate losing state-owned 
firms because of the lack of revenue. 

“What I tell losing GOCCs is that if they op- 
erate as a private company, then their opera- 
tions could have been shut down a long time 
ago, We simply cannot afford to bail them out 
anymore,” said Boncodin. 

‘The move to streamline GOCCs and check 
оп their financial performance was prompted 
by the impact of their huge losses on the gov- 
ernment’s already weak fiscal position 

The Senate was set to conduct an inquiry 
into the way several GOCCs were said to have 
been “mismanaged.” 

The Senate earlier noted that country's 
public sector debt stood at PS.3 trillion last 
year, with the national government account- 
ing for over P3 trillion and state-owned firms 
getting over a P2-trillion share. 

But it said a substantial part of the national 
government's borrowings were also intended 
to bail out losing GOCCs. 
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It's using your Citibank Rewards Points 
to shop at Rustan's. 


As a Citibank Gold or Platinum Credit Cardholder, you can now use 
your Citibank Rewards Points to purchase any item at Rustan's and 
enjoy a 596 discount." Just have your Credit Card swiped at the 
Citibank Rewards Terminal in payment counters to check the peso 
value of your Citibank Rewards Points, and use this to instantly 
redeem items of your choice."* 


For inquiries, call 995-9999. To apply for a Citibank Credit Card, 
call 423-3000 or log on to www.citibank.com.ph. 


+ Discount vali опу on regular Ims, excluding X, С, 5 and red tag йет. 


н. 
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cedar Fast Tach action. 
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SUPER! TEAM 
PHILIPPINES, 
McDonalds’ Kenneth 
and Cindy Yang, 
Dennis Valdes, Pinky 
of Swatch, Tessa 
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SATUR DAY: 


Medals were won, battles 
were lost, records were 


\ broken, tears were shed 
1 and Super! was there to 
j Witness the drama and 


2 


3 


L 


the excitement of the 
2004 Olympics. 
Super! Columnist and 
Swatch Man Borgy 


playground. 
They captured the good 
times, frame by frame. 


Go Team Super! 
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FICLOSE my eyes, I can just imagine the 
IE process for the final batch of 

contestants in "The Amazing Race." Top- 
dog producer Jerry Bruckheimer, seated at 
the head ofa long oak table, asks the potential 
racers some do-or-die questions: 

“Are you and your partner mentally prepared 
to travel more than seven thousand miles 
around the world, whether by foot, plane, train, 
boat, automobile or four-legged creature?” 

“Are you amenable to instigating conflict 
sowing discord and stoking antagonism 
among fellow opponents whenever possible 
because, as we all know, these are the most 
crucial elements that increase viewership of 
reality TV shows?” t 

"Finally, are you willing, whenever the op- 
portunity arises anywhere you are in the 
world, to exhibit ignorance, tactlessness, in- 
sensitivity intolerance, jingoism and cultural 
bias, to further stoke the growing anti-Ameri- 
can sentiment in the world today?” 

Alright, alright, no intention of stirring up 
conspiracy theories here, just being a student of 
hyperbole! As the season of “The Amazing Race 
5" winds down to its last nail-biting episodes 
(they're heading to our part of the world in next 


a. weeks show), I can't help but get offended at 


some of the racers’ general behavior now that 
theyre on the mandatory “Third World leg.” 

Sure, it's only a TV show, but because it’s a re- 
ality program predicated on having Americans 
do a Phileas Fogg by going 'round the world in 
80 days amidst the current political climate 
(with temperatures soaring to “Fahrenheit 
9/11"), I can't help but take a closer look. And 
this only served to create some confused 
thought bubbles. 

‘An irate American viewer recently posted this 
comment on an Amazing Race message board: 
“You know those two buildings that used to be in 
New York? You know when you watch the 
Olympics, and you see people in the audience 
booing the American team? Have you ever 
‘watched the news and seen people in other coun- 
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tries burning American flags? One of the reasons 
that many people around the world don't like us 
is because of what they perceive as American ar- 
rogance and greed. So it stands to reason that 
when an American travels abroad, he might want 
to do whatever he can to respect the locals [and] 
improve their perceptions of what we are like.” 

Based on this season’s race around the 
world, here are some of the finest tips on how 
NOT to travel 

#1 Shove your native tongue down the 
throat of the locals. If they can't speak your 
language, dismiss them as ignorant half- 
wits. 

‘True, English is the language of international 
business, diplomacy and the academe. But in a 
world that speaks 6,800 languages to date, you 
can't expect to fly to a remote village in East 
Africa and expect the locals to respond to you in 
perfect English. Tell that to Colin (this season's 
certified villain and possible soul mate of Flo 
from Amazing Race 3) when he barged into а po- 
lice station in Tanzania and demanded of the of- 
ficer: “You speak English?” To which the blasé of- 
ficer rightfully responded, “You speak Swahili?” 

#2 In Latin American countries, it’s per- 
fectly alright to transmute English words into 
phrases that remotely sound like Spanish. In 
every other country, speak English with а fake 
accent. If the locals still don't understand you, 
they are uneducated halfwits. 

"Can you call uno more taxi?" “Stop-o! Stop- 
oe!” "Moo-chas grassy-ass!” So went the painful 
tirade in Uruguay, from my least favorite racers 
of the lot, Mima and Charla. But just when you 
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BPI Express Credit Classic cardholders get 2 Frequent User Privileges Points for every Php 25 charged to their card. 


samba amma PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER: 
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GET ACLUE. Colin and Christie, this season's oddly fascinating 


Ten tips on how not to travel, 
courtesy of not-so-Amazing Racers 


ProActive Training Modules 


Foodservice Executive Series 


Basic Foodservers Training 
Sept. 16 - 22, 1:00 - 5:00 p.m., Fee: Php 3,000.00 


Catering Management 
Sept. 29 - Oct. 7, 1:00 - 5:00 p.m., Fee: Php 5,000.00 


Fees include manuals, snacks and Certificate of Completion. 
Venue: Ipanema Bar & Restaurant, Eastwood City, Quezon City 


For Inquiries and reservation, call 
PaCT 687-1787 or text 0916-8226053 


sno. Unseen Tres 
Shopping for new home decor? 


We have some that are 
a thousand years. old. 


Discover Thatond's unseen treasures. What took 
tousonds of yeas to create is now yours fo 
experience and enjoy in your Менте. 


Rich troditons, breathtaking sceneries, о colorful 
сше, spectacular temples, delicious delicacies, 
modem recreation centers, ond shopping 
surprises 


Тровол 5 unseen treasures, So many things lo so 
many people. 


ко котоп, contoct: олет Autcasy of Matand. Popes Ropieseniotve Опса PO. Box 319. ACPO 


Cuboo, Quezon Cty 1100 Prilpoines. lel: 63916-8921232 Fac 632-911 1680 Emot: tot. mnifipociic.not ph. tourismthailand.org 


. This is Cherry when she found out 
she earns double rewards points 
with her BPI Express Credit Classic's 
Frequent User Privileges. 
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Give yourself more credit. 


‘They also get an Ayala Discount Plus point per Php 100 charged to thelr card at participating Ayala Mall establishments 


Cal 89-100. You may also visit any of our branches, Express Banking Centers or wwbplexpressonline.com ff 
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UPER! took the hosts of "Ош", СМА 

7's newest show for alternative lifestyle. 

seekers, out of the studio and into our 
pages. 

Here, we provided them with a platform 
from which to express their views, out of the. 
closet. Jigs Mayuga, a stage actor who dou- 
bles as a hair and makeup artist, has already 
revealed himself to the people closest to him. 
He has been a staunch advocate of gay and 
lesbian rights since his college years. 

JM Cobarrubias started as a production as- 
sistant for "Probe Team." When a third “Out” 
host retreated for “family and religious" rea- 
sons, he grabbed the chance and came out to 
his family, just last week. “My mom is in the 
States," he said. “I don’t think she saw it." 

Party girl Avi Siwa, a deadringer for Tia Car- 
rere, led a bisexual life even while she was with 
her boyfriend for six years. At Club V she went 
onstage, grabbed the microphone and asked 
the panyphiles, "Does anybody here have a 
problem with bisexual women?" The guys 
cheered (of course) and the women sneered. 

“Okay, great!” she said. “Coz, I am!” The 
crowd roared. 


By ЈМ Cobarrubias 


My ultimate dream is to become a power- 
ful or renowned person who's going to ad- 
mit that he is gay when he's already on top 
of the world. 

1 accepted this job with GMA because 1 
believe in its vision—to help broaden Fi 
ipino society's understanding of the thi 
sex. I know that through this, I can serve as 
an inspiration to others, an example of a 
man who is truly brave. For me, a real man 
is someone who has integrity and fears no 
one. 

At four or five years old, I already knew 
something was weird about me. Being a boy, 
Iknew that it was weird to have a crush on 
another boy. He was my age, and took the 
same school bus. 

In grade school, 1 remember, my class- 
mates called me “bakla,” whenever I danced 
like crazy or sang aloud. 

Thus I grew up hearing people say behind 
my back, “Parang bakla.” Some even dared 
call me that to my face. [would just go away, 
orshutup. 

Asan adult, I was accosted by some tact- 
less people with the question: "Bakla ka 
ba?" I reacted in the same way—I kept qui- 
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et, or walked away. Two years ago, the last 
time that this happened, I managed to reply, 
“It’s none of your business.” I thought, that 

as not a good answer, I should have said, 
“Why do you ask?" or “I am not sure yet.” 
Something, anything more witty. 

never thought of really telling the truth, 
because I felt that people asked not because 
they were concerned but because they 
wanted to embarrass те. 


Truly happy 

Before I came out, my principle in life 
was, I didn't need to tell the truth to people 
who didn't matter. To hell with them, I said, 
Iwas not going to give them the satisfaction 
they sought. Let them go crazy guessing. Or 
let them die, I didn't care. You may think 
this was so brave of me, right? 

No! 1 was the hardest on myself, 1 50000 
wanted to be discreet, that I deprived myself of 
so many things. Although 1 had friends who 
knew me well and with whom 1 felt free to 
speak and sit with, 1 still tormented myself. 1 
was ashamed to introduce my effeminate gay 
friends to my family, ashamed of my Mariah 
Carey CD collection ... 

1 wanted to be flawless, so that people 
wouldn't probe. It was like lying, but not 


By jigs Mayuga 


For the first episode of “Out!” I was asked 
by the producers to come out to a person who 
has been significant to me at one point in my 
life. This posed a challenge because, at the 
time, I was out to virtually everyone who was 
important to me—my parents, my family, my 
friends, my co-workers—even my grand- 
mother! The girl 1 came out to on the show, 
my good friend Alfie, had actually heard of 
my sexual orientation through the grapevine. 
1 just sort of confirmed it. This difficult 
“search” for that person I could come out to 
for the show made me realize how far I have 
gone and how much I have accomplished 
since I first came out six years ago. 1 am no 
longer the naive, inhibited, gay “newbie” that 
I was when I first stepped out of the closet. 1 
have finally arrived. 

The closet is a sad and lonely place. Ве- 
lieve me Ive seen it and I've been in it. It ìs 
dark and suffocating. It causes people much 
pain and even drives some to thinking of 
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Here to stay 

So why are people so afraid to come out of 
the closet? In Philippine media, gay men and 
lesbians are still the constant butt of ridicule. 
Itis ironic to note that majority of those who 
work behind the scenes in TV, print and 
movies are mostly homosexuals. This is self 
loathing at its “finest,” brought about by be- 
ing in the closet. People are not aware that 
the out, gay community in Manila is slowly 
growing in size. Through the internet, gay 
men and women everywhere can communi- 
cate anonymously and share experiences. 
The closeted are no longer alone. They now 
have the ability to talk to those who are al- 
ready out, without being prematurely “out- 
ed.” There are gay professionals everywhere. 
Ме are your doctors, engineers, managers, 
programmers, directors, artists, call center 
associates. We are your sons and daughters. 
Ме are part of the Filipino family. We are in 


ls possible 


By Avi Siwa (as told to Tals Diaz) 


People are always asking me how 
I have the courage and confidence 
and drive to do what Ido now. I own 
a modeling agency, I plan events 
and Ilove to party. I think it has alot 
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always been a happy person. 

A lot of people question my bisexu- 
ality. Well, í wouldn't mind changing to 
trisexuality! Seriously, I believe its a 
personal joumey. 1 can't prove it, its 
just about what I feel. I always say that 


to do with my experience growing 3Qucan'tbox people, Ive seen and met 


щ 


so many people, all kinds of people, so 


р. a Pi 
I went through a lot as а kid. My 00 can't describe them as simply this 


dad left my mom after my younger that! Everybody is different, 


brother was born, and it was my 


We live in a very conservative 


mom who supported me through. country. I believe that if you're 
out. Му mom didn't have а lot, she Open-minded, it frees youl You 


had to join singing contests just to 


must know yourself and not care 


buy me milk! My grandmother about what other people say. It's all 
would sell vegetables also in the about how you carry yourself. 


province and worked as a seam- 


Tm really honored that Igotto be 


stress just to support us. All this just part of this show. I think through 
made me a stronger person—I did this show, I could reach out to peo- 


not rebel, I studied harder, I was at 
the top of my class and even won 


beauty contests. 


Tve always been very indepen- 
dent. I've lived on my own at 19, 
put up a bar at 20 and set upa mod- 
eling agency at 21. I've always had 


ple. I want to help а lot of people 
out there, and provide education to 
those who need it. I already started 
supporting environmental organi- 
zations recently. hope we can get a 
lot of support—even from straight 
people—at least to lessen the dis- 


a positive outlook in life, and have crimination out there. 


every imaginable field. 

And we are not going away. 

Itis important for people to come out in 
order for the “invisible” pink market to be 
seen and heard. Doubt not the existence of 
the “pink peso,” or spending power of the 
Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual and Transgender 
(LGBT) community in the Philippines. But 
this will be appreciated only if the market is 
seen and heard. In the United States, there 
are gay-specific ads. Most US companies also 
recognize domestic partnerships between 
gays and lesbians, and offer benefits to part- 
пет of homosexual employees. This should 
not be a far possibility here in Manila. 

Malate on a Saturday night or during 
events like the gay pride parties held in June 
of every year, swarms with gay men and 
women. Imagine the thousands more who 
would rather stay home. The invisible gay 
community, said to be higher now in figures 
than the record 10% of the population in the 
past, is a force to be reckoned with. Gay Fil- 
ipinos pay taxes. Gay Filipinos vote. I think it 


Nay weng ipe. 
By Globe's extensiye- 


ti ean gasily tell Family of Нева 


is high time we all came out and stood up for 
‘our rights. Gays and lesbians are not asking 
for special privileges. We just want our rights 
as citizens to be protected as decent, tax- 
paying Filipinos. 

Discrimination is still very much out 
there. Gay and lesbian rights advocates still 
have a long way to go. Most people who dis- 
criminate against homosexuals are, more of- 
ten than not, people who have never had gay 
or lesbian friends. They are afraid and aware 
only of what they usually witness on TV and 
in the news. With the emergence of hit 
shows such as "Will and Grace” and "Queer 
Eye for the Straight Guy,” as well as the posi- 
tive portrayal of the LGBT community in 
popular films, these stereotypes are finally 
crumbling. We are finally enjoying getting 
the visibility we have needed for such a long 
time. In the Philippines, “Ош!” will be a 
venue for gays and lesbians as well as 
straight individuals everywhere who recog- 
nize the diversity of mankind and celebrate 
the uniqueness of Filipino gay culture. 
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ITH the quarter moon peeking in 
through my window, I finally got 
down to some serious shindigging 

and created a soulful retreat in one corner of 

my room. Collapsing onto an oversized ot- 
toman, I carried out a chore I'd been Hacky 

Sacking forever: organizing my CDs. At a 

thousand five or so, my collection was years 

inthe making and traced my evolving musical 
preferences, I decided to let my formative in- 
fluences—from a tasteimpaired music slut 

(MC Hammer) to a discerning metropolitan 

polyglot (Kings of Convenience)—dirty- 

dance with each other. I arranged everything 

“High Fidelity’-style: autobiographical in- 

stead of alphabetical. The experience proved 

tobe at once effortless and backbreaking. 
After hours of spackling some real estate, 1 

peeled back to admire my own private “Empire 
Records.” Loaded with Finnish flea market finds, 
‘old photos, and closed-captioned memories, my 
now systematized CD wall forms the paradise 1 
run to when I need to be creative. It's in the same 
spirit—raw inspiration breeding originality— 
that 1 have written a rather eclectic guide to 
hunting for good music. Like a Móbius strip, the 
steps are seamless and interchangeable because 
a genuine love for great music should be just as 
natural and easygoing. To some, it may sound 
preachy in йз hyperbolic fervor, but I assure you 
its anything but that, All it pushes for is а freer 
rein on expression and self-discovery that sees 
beyond pop music. 


Lesson 1: Try something vintage. 


MIXED EMOTIONS. The Rolling Stones are 
my new pals. 


Age against 
the machine 


GinodelaPoz ; © ^ 


During my middle school Kurt Cobain worshipping days, I once laughed at a dude from 3rd 
period English who was heavily into the Rolling Stones "Ruby Tuesday" As a victim of percep- 
tion management by the gods of music television. 1 was conditioned to think that anything re- 
motely “Classic MTV" was uncool. Little did 1 know that Old Testament rock was the comerstone 
of any serious CD collection. Generations or genres should not limit any bandit worth his or her 


iPod from appreciating good tunes by wrinkled, 


After all, music is not an age thing. 


drug-addled, and sometimes dead, rock stars. 


Following the lead of my hippie classmate, I raided my parents library and found wealth in | 
the form of Cat Stevens, Mamas and the Papas, and Perez “Prez” Prado. Since then, I've tossed | 
ошту sissy Limp Bizkit CDs and flipped my cap around the right way. I now той like a retro frat 
boyto The Beatles “Revolver.” soundtrack to some of my college all-nighters. 

Caution: Despite the level of bohemian sophistication you may feel at this point, resist all 
urges to buy out an entire thrift store, There's lots more to discover. 


Lesson 2: Think out-of-the-boombox. 


Jay Kay of Jamiroquai once 
sang that he was “going deeper 
underground.” He may have 
been referring to the periphery of 
the FM dial. Though Usher, Nelly 
and Maroon 5 are excellent 
mainstream staples, hearing 
them four times an hour will 
make anyone's ears really waxy. 
According to a University of 
Texas study, musical tastes are 
strong personality indicators. 
Study co-author Peter J. Renfrow 
explains that peeps who like pop 
are outgoing but traditional, 
"while those who flip for hip-hop 
tend tobe chatty but not contem- 
plative. 

For depth and dimension, 1 


suggest you crank the radio vol- vacation. 


ume to zero for a second and ex- 
plore the grittier side of your usu- 
al choices. Start with Weezer's 
eponymous 

ments “Slanted and Enchanted,” 
two milestone dises that inspired 
todays flumy of power-pop 
bands, including the Thrills, 
Phantom Planet and Rooney. 
Next, represent your non-PDiddi- 
fied side with intelligent hip-hop 
from Mos Def ("Black On Both 
Sides), Dilated Peoples and 
Roots Manuva, if you want 
something more British and less 
gringo. At this stage, you should 
ignore the initial dislocated feel- 
ing and consider the out-of body 
rush like the first day of summer 


album and Pave- 


Earthdance 2 


“We are one global family 

All colors, All races 

One world united. 

We dance for peace and the 
healing of our planet Earth. 

Peace for all nations. 

Peace for our communities. 

And peace within our- 
selves. 

‘As we join all dance floors across 

ithe world, 

letus connect heart to heart. 

‘Through our diversity we recog- 
nize Unity. 

‘Through our compassion we 
recognize Peace. 

Our love is the power to trans- 
form our world 

Let us send it out 

NOW..." 

—The Prayer for Peace 
IS THERE an endeavor more noble 
and true than seeking peace for all 
mankind? This is exactly what 
Earthdance 2004 is all about—it is 
a movement toward concord for 
everyone. Started in the year 1996, 
itis by far the largest globally syn- 
chronized dance event with the vi- 
sion to unite the world through the 
universal language of dance and 
music, Its goal is to stir substantial 
interest from artists, DJs, musi- 
cians, event organizers and clubs- 
enough for them to commit a 
single day for humanitarian ef- 
forts, One day of peaceful celebra- 
tion and harmony, to coalesce all 
nations--and all you have to do is 
grind your hips. If “inspiring” isn't 
enough to describe that, then 
“amazing” might just suffice, don't 
youagree? 

‘the organization began with 
22 participating cities in 18 coun- 
tries. At present, it has expanded 
to an astonishing 130+ cities in 
50 countries and 1 million atten- 


d 


Voices, 


Lemon-aide 


Giselle Ѕероу 33 


dees, and it is still continuing to 
grow. Locally, the momentous en- 
trance of this event to our shores 
will be made possible by Mint 
Manila, which impresses with a 
charity affair for their debut. Not 
bad, not bad at all. 

Some of the benefiting groups 
of this spine-tingling conver- 
gence are Humanitad, Friends of 
United Nations, 11 Days of Glob- 
al Unity, We the World, A Million 
World Peace Player, 
Evolve and Once Peace Society. 
The celebration is a long festival 
of music and artistry, culminating 
in simultaneous singing of the 
song “The Prayer of Peace” by all 
the participants from different 
parts of the world. The webcast 
will commence on Sept. 18. 


Lesson 5: Listen while you shop. 

No doubt, some of thé best music you've never heard of blasts out of clothing stores. With a 
lifestyle approach to retail, high-end meccas like Colette in Paris and Harvey Nicks in London, 
and even high-street shops like Abercrombie and Fitch and H&M, all load their CD changers 
with music to complement one's shopping experience. For instance, I picked up on “Astounded” 
by Bran Van 3000 feat. Curtis Mayfield while fitting a pair of Pumas at Size? in Belfast. I also 
heard Ladytron while working shifts at American Eagle a while ago. When you tune into some- 
thing you like, don’t be afraid to look like а dork. Ask the DJ or store manager forthe track title 
or artist's name. In case neither is helpful, just memorize key lyrics. You can plug them into a 
search engine when you get home, supposing you want to bundle good times with an instant 


‘soundtrack. 


Lesson 4: Learn а new language. 

If there's anything to be learned from 
"The Amazing Race,” its that being exclu- 
sively monocultural can make you a retard. 
Being into a variety of things, including mu- 
sic, can make you а well-rounded and well- 
liked bastard. With classic rock, power pop 
and thinkchop covered in the previous 
lessons, i's time to continue the genre-bust- 
ing with some classical music. Simply, you 
don't have to be in а fiercely liquid circle to 
comprehend Beethoven and his crew. With 
that in place, chase the buzz of jazz, blues 
and country in one swipe with the “O 
Brother, Where Art Thou?” soundtrack. 

your stereo young, though, with 
Drum 'n' Bass 101 from Adam Е Roni Size 
and Omni Trio (check out "Skeleton Keys"). 
‘Stomp on with another byproduct of the UK 
underground scene, garage (say like "car- 
riage"), which is sped-up house music and 
then some. To sample the sounds of Ayia 
Napa—the garage wonderland of Cyprus— 
сор rudimentary stuff by Artful Dodger, the 
Architechs and the garage remix of Shola 
Ата scorching “Imagine.” Don't stop now. 


Lesson 3: Research, research, 
research, 

Skip Rolling Stone, Blender and Spin. In 
line with your slightly indie, anti-ostenta- 
tious-trainer vibe, preface your research 
with outsider rags like The Face, ЕР, and 
Dazed and Confused. Their arcane music- 
nerd knowledge should get you sweating 
for some under-the-radar music in no time. 
Bookend your exploration with more UK 
magazines like Sleaze—which | happily 
stumbled upon while chomping on a 
затоа {п London—and established 
monthlies like Q, Mojo and NME. However, 
if you have a strong predilection for North 
‘America, ask your favorite aunt or distant 
‘cousin to grab copies of Xir6r, Fader and Fil- 
ter in the States, or Bigshot (B.S.) in Cana- 
da. Scribble down tracks you think will 
blow your eardrums and, afterwards, listen 
to samples on Amazon.com or imbibe test 
swigs at a peer-to-peer website. By doing 
so, you сап figure out whether toa) buy the 
whole CD, b) bum a few songs, orc) draga 
rake across the critics face. 

Of course, nothing beats hearing about а 
great CD from a good friend but well getto 
that later. Now, you are slowly walking 
away from the ordinary Pretty soon, you'll 
be experiencing something exuberantiy ex- 
otic on a daily basis. 


125 not everyday we can help 
put our country on the map for 
righteous reasons—so take pride 


in contributing. However you see 


(Guilt trip in action.) 


"LET there be peace on earth...” 


it, it's a win-win situation. See 
you there, if you care enough. 


Saturday, September 11 
Tanghalang Pilipinos "Troy- 
anas (by Euripedes)" is opening 
this weekend. This post-war story 
is set after the fall of Troy. You 
won't see Brad Pitt, Orlando 
Bloom or Eric Bana here but you 
will learn more about the perils of 
taking the path of war. Directed 
by Jose Estrella, the play is sched- 
uled at 8 p.m., with matinee per- 
formances as well. Fm particular- 
ly interested to see the set design 
by NYU-schooled Gino Gonzales- 
—he was the creative genius be- 
hind the exotic set of the recent 
Bench Underwear Fashion Show. 
‘The show will be staged at the 
CCP Tanghalang Aurelio Tolenti- 
no (Litele Theater). For ticket in- 
quiries and special packages, call 


832-3661 or the CCP Trunkline 
832-1125 local 1620 & 1621. 


Sunday, September 12 

Once again, UAAP aficionados 
will get a break from watching the 
season's overheated games with 
Non-Stop's Annual Cheerleading, 
Competition. Participating univer- 
sities will vie for the crown of least 
committed mistakes in calisthenics 
—such as failed pyramid-forming 
attempts. Lecherous men would 
want to ogle young girls in pleated 
mini-skins, yikes. The event starts 
at 2 p.m. at the Araneta Coliseum. 
Call Tickernet at 911-5555 for de- 
tails. 


Monday, September 13 

For those who have never had 
the chance to catch it yet, watch 
the recent motion picture adapta- 
tion of Nicholas Spark's, "The 
Notebook.” For women—it will 
certainly raise the bar for your 
standards in men. For men- 
won't kill you to sit through an- 
other romantic flick. Starring the 
very talented ex-boyfriend of 
Sandra Bullock, Ryan Gosling is 
the sminen Noah Calhoun. It 
should be on its last days of its 
run so you might want to get on 
with it. Chop-chop! 


То some, 
this guide 
may sound 
preachy 

in its 
hyperbolic 
fervor, 
butit’s 
anything 
but that 


Lesson 6: Pay attention to the TV. 

This seems to contradict everything 
мете trying to accomplish, but hear me 
‘out. Television can yield ear candy as well. 
For good measure, trawl through episode 
guides of your favorite shows. I combed a 
few “Smallville” fan sites and found а com- 
plete soundtrack listing for Season 2, which 
had cool songs up the butt. Besides teen 
shows, ЕТУ the fashion channel, is an extra 
resource for alien sounds. I sniffed out "The 
Bottle” by Gil Scott-Heron, a "705 jazz leg- 
end whom 1 initially thought was Sly and 
the Family Stone. Lastly, TV commercials 
сап sometimes be invaluable. For instance, 
the Stones? “She Comes in Colors” was used 
to hawk iMacs a couple years ago, while 
Nick Drake's “Northern Sky" introduced a 
new generation to the VW Beetle. Yup, the 
boob tube can also be a jukebox. 


Lesson 7: Bug your buds. 
As Туе mentioned in Lesson 3, stealing some rhymes from your 
posse can breathe new life into your played-out CD archive, provided 
friends are more aurally adventurous. My ex-roommates and 
‘writer-friends, for example, were the go-to people who got me bust- 
ing out to groups like Handsome Boy Modeling School. Your hi-fi can 
never go wrong with a recommendation from someone you know 


and trust. 


Lesson 8: Earn some miles. 


Theresa world out there wait- 
ingto be explored. Butif you cant 
do it physically, let your ears do 
the backpacking. Begin in Mexico, 
undeniably the cradle of misica 
alterlatina. Imagine wolfing down 
chicken with molé from Puebla, 
chasing it with some tequila, and 
wigging out to Café Tacuba's 
“Reves Yosoy" Plastilina Most's, 
Molotovs 
“iDonde Jugaran Las Niñas?” 
How's that, guey? For a Mexican 
music platter, buy borrow or bum 
the "Amores Perros" soundtrack. 
Later, trek down to Cuba for some 
traditional son. Anything related 
to the "Buena Vista Social Club," 
Ibrahim Ferrer or Ry Cooder quit 
out. Further 

south in Colombia, shimmy to 
some Caribbean vallenato, Carlos 
Vives or Aterciopelados ("Gozo 
Poderoso" is a personal favorite). 
Listo? 165 never too early to pre- 


“Aquamosh,” ог 


should pimp you 


MUSICIANS rock the stage at the Earthdance celebration. 


Tuesday, September 14 
RnB guru Steve Mills just ге- 
cently launched his “Temptation 
Tuesdays” ас И Ponticello, Vale- 
rio Street, Makati City. For more 
of those sexy tunes, save this 
night for grooving and make 
sure that you clean up because 
the dress code is in effect. For 
reservations or weird queries, 


dial 887-7168. 


Wednesday, September 15 

Parryphiles favorite, DJ Manolet 
Dario, and the dashing GP Reyes 
invite everyone espe—cially wom- 
en—as Visa-V Wednesday Nights аг 
bar hosts the Bayo Gi 
Party. If you're 10096 female and 
look it, go to Makati and strut your 
stuff, You can get a chance to be 
chosen for the next Bayo Fashion 


Show. 10 p.m., Баг. 


Thursday, September 16 
‘One day to go before they close 
the exhibit of Gerry Ingco's "Pro- 
paganda” (Not the salon!) at the 
Galeri Astra, LRI Business Plaza, 
210 Nicanor Garcia St., Makati 
City. He shows another perspec- 
tive to abstracts. See for yourself, 
Call 890-3988 or 724-3032 for 


questions, 


pare for the Brazilian pre-Lent or- 
gy known as the carnaval. Do so 
"with the “Black Orpheus" movie 
soundtrack. Then hop across the 
Atlantic, first to Italy for Jovanot- 
tis "Capo Horn" and next to Paris 
for some slinky Samia Farah 
("Barbare"). To cap your world- 
inastereo spectacular, shake 
your ass to the distant drums of 
Africa, Thailand and India, all of 
"which you could hear on the re- 
markable CD'1 Giant Leap.” 

David Bowie says, “Trust noth- 
ing but your own experience.” 
Following our brief lesson on 
building an interesting CD collec- 
tion, you must now be close to ac- 
ng the ears of a sound cura- 
torand your bland pop self should 
be lightyears away. Listen and 
learn because after those manu- 
factured singing idols have come 
and gone, good music will always 
prevail 


Friday, September 17 

“Studio 54 on Studio 23” is the 
sation's Pre-Party for the Emmy 
Awards, The theme “Disco Glam” 
surely fits the scheme, especially 
because they are flying in Bert Be- 
vans and Shawn 7—both former 
resident DJS of the historic Studio 
54. The affair will also launch the 
exclusive live telecast of the Em: 
туз on Sept. 20, Monday at 9 a.m. 
Studio 23 is fluffing its tail, proud 
to announce that they got a whop- 
ping 55 nominations for 10 oftheir 
shows! The party starts at 10-ish at 
the Expo Exchange in Greenbelt 1. 
‘Tune in to channel 23 for more 
ап. 


Saturday, September 18 
Earthdance 2004 will kick off at 
10 p.m. on this night at Club Halo 
in Milelong compound, Makati 
City. "The Prayer for Peace” will be 
sung along with the rest of the 
participants across the planet, to 
be broadcast live at the venue. 
Joining hands in this effort are: 
Magic 89.9, 99.5 RT, Wave 89.1 
Lemon Magazine, led by Mint 
Manila. For more inquiries, log on 
to wwweearthdance.org/makati, 


The Word for the Bored: 

“Nothing is going on, 1 
PROMISE.” 

insiders scoop about Orlando 

Bloom and Kirsten Dunst, who are 
‘on the set, shooting а movie. Kirsten 
Dunst just recently broke up with 
theadorable Jake Gyllenhaal, 


Search 
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From page C3 


thought you could sil sleep at night, they made 
itto Russia, where they suddenly developed this 
strange, mutated accent that made them sound 
like Transylvanian trollops, only with less class. 

#3 Shortchange the local service people 
of their hard-earned wages when you feel 
like it. 

Brandishing a wad of small bills amounting 
to $50, half the agreed fare, the evil Colin 
screams at the Tanzanian taxi driver, “Here's 
fifty bucks, take itor leave it. You were driving 
with a donut! A donut!” Meanwhile, the be- 
fuddled and hungry-looking cabbie looked 
on, trying to make the connection between 
the pissy American and the sugarcoated 
dessert. 

#4 Fight with the local police if the rules 
you disobeyed don't correspond with the 
rules in your head. 

So the poor cab driver exercised his citizen's 
right to seek help from the police. Colin still 
didn't back down; instead he yelled, bitched, 
tened and incensed the authorities, ex- 
hibiting all the qualities that could make him 
the star flunkee of anger management class. 

#5 Scream at taxi drivers for not having 
superhuman capabilities to ease traffic. 

та like to personally ask the Bowling 
Moms, those pinheads, if teleportation is al- 
ready possible and the rest of us just haven't 
gotten the memo? Or, have they gotten wind 
of other top-secret scientific methods of trans- 
forming solid objects into sub-atomic parti- 
cles, allowing cabs to slink through bumper- 
to-bumper traffic? We'd like to know, since 
such information would greatly help ease the 
trafficsituation in Metro Manila. 


TALKING DIRTY. Bible-thumpers Brandon 
and Nicole at Hell's Mouth, New Zealand. 


Love the irony! 


#6 Express your disgust while in sacred 
shrines and temples built in honor of agod 
that you don't worship. 

Visiting the city of Dubai for the first time, 
one half of the goody-two-shoes team, Nicole, 
commented: “They have so many... so many 
of those... what do you call them?" 

“Mosques,” said Brandon (a.k.a. Krusty the 
Clown stunt double). 

"Yeah... mosques. Theyre all over the 
place. They're like Starbucks here.” 


cies 


A Perfect Place... 
for Meetings, Conferences & Seminars 


LE ei 
[Майа Sales Office « Tel No. (02) 750-1999, 751-3088 to 89 « Fax No. (02) 251-3090 > `/ = 3 
Ем tnvestments Corp's Tel No. (02) 831- 


Mis 


шше. 


Um, yes, silly girl from the Bible belt of 
America! In the Middle East, the dominant re- 
ligion is Islam. The people are Muslim. They 
worship at mosques. Don't count on getting 
your moccha frap fix there! 

#7Beasloud and obnoxious as humanly 
possible at the airport ticket counter. Never 
mind if there are other people in line; only 
your interests matter. 

We know it's a million-dollar race. But do 
the ticketing agents, airport personnel, secu- 
rity officers know that, much less care about 
it? What about the other passengers who are 


Would like to invite all UP Diliman 
students to 
BIG SHOT 
A day long convention on 
marketing, advertising and 
personality development on 
September 15, 2004 
8:00 am at the 
NISMED auditorium 


Team Link Up 
UPJMA, UPJPIA, UPCE 


also waiting in line? 


#8 Be condescending to the locals. Even 
if you are the visitor, you may still refer to 
the locals as “foreigners.” 

What cheek! And Рт not referring to the 
physical attributes of pizzeria owners Mar- 
shall and Lance, when they were badgering 
the locals to help them find their next land- 
mark in Uruguay. When the local Latinos said 
they did not know, the pizza boys remarked, 
“the foreigners here are useless. Absolutely 
useless.” Hmmm... looks like their pizza crust 
isn’t the only thing that should be stuffed. 

#9 Complain loudly about an impover- 
ished place to its very citizens. Who cares if 
they will never have the means to over- 
come their lot? 

Okay, so Kolkata may not be everyone's. 
idea of a honeymoon destination. Yet Г@ cau- 
tion against belittling the city and hurling in- 
sults directly at the locals, for that would 
probably justify a demotion to the lowest 
rung in the caste system in the next life. Either 
that, or reincarnation as a blind, one-legged 
scarab. 

#10 Do not know what a “scarab” is. 

Well Ramses be damned! While sand digging 
in Egypt, none of the racers knew what a scarab 
was? Not even one? Didn't any of these people 
ever watch “The Mummy"? 


(Email the author at: inca_orange@ye- 
hoo.com) 
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As an early Christmas treat, GSC "а 
and Automatic Center give you a 
the Appliance Fair from August 
20 - September 12, 2004, at 
GSC's Center Plaza. Here, you'll 
find an array of appliances and 
furniture that you can get at 096 
interest payment schemes* 
through your credit card, and 
1,000 stalls offering fashionable 
clothes and accessories. So cheer 
up and experience the joys of |... 
bargain shopping here, at GSC. 


sale t0 cheer 


The Appliance Fair, at Greenhills Shopping Center 


— 


октол & COMPANY, 
LIMITED PARTNERSHIP 


| 


* on choice Items, and on selected credit cards 


wwwgreenhilis.com.ph ~ 
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HEN I got my first big 

my best friend to her 
first big shopping spree. But 
she didn’t know about it until 
the day ended. While waiting 
in traffic on some road in 
Makati, I grabbed my phone, 
scrolled down to her name, and 
when I heard her voice on the 
other line, after a ground-shak- 
ing “Happy Birthday!” I asked 
her to choose a number be- 
tween 5 and 12. After blurting 
out the first number that came 
to mind, she, of course, de- 
manded to know that was all 
about. She had just established 
our budget for the day but she 
didn't know it until we got to 
the clothing store of her 


choice. 

It's always a plus to have the chance to 
choose what you want in life but some- 
times we need to leave things to fall into 
their proper place and happen the way 
they were supposed to when we least ex- 
pect it. Paris has been a breeding ground 
for some firsts. French has been the first 
foreign language I could actually con- 
verse in, which led me to getting my first 
little Parisian home, and achieving my 


01 


first year of college education (grace а 
dieu). 

‘The city has taught me to succeed my 
first jay walk, wear out my first pair of 
knee-high leather boots (they kept my 
feet warm while I tried hard not to get hit 
bya Continental GT Bentley), drop down 
to a size 26 (yes, that's a first!) that al- 
lowed me my first pair of European jeans 
(although I'm still too short for them) 
and my first time 
to run out in the 
summer sun with 
the size still ON 
the jeans, which is 
something I would 
be careful not to 
do again unless I 
find myself drop- KC Concep: 
ping down to a 
size 20 (not happening in the near fu- 
ture). 

In the same way that all of these firsts 
came flying from all directions, some- 
times happening exactly as planned, and 
sometimes not, | was quite clueless that a 
new job was waiting just around the cor- 
ner. At the same time, | just couldn't wait 
to get my hands dirty in the mud for an 
opportunity like it! 

То say the least, it was quite a delight 
(this is a word I never used to say—not 
until started getting into the habit of af- 
ternoon tea at an English tearoom near 
work) to receive a call from a certain 
Monsieur Bourasset, telling me the dates 
and times that I was to report to work in 


EXUDING joie de vivre while enjoying the Parisian sun. 


(While we were laying out this column, KC just called from Paris, where she is now with best 
buddies Alex Escat, who is visiting from Madrid and Steph Zubiri. We're jealous KCI—Tim) 
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the role of secretary. Apparently, this girl 
was hired! Needless to say, M.B. was My 
Boss. 

The CV I never told anyone I sent out 
happened to fall into the right place. 
Now that I'm finally done with my first 
month of employment fora desk job that 
1 never thought I could get, the same 3- 
man secretarial team has been rehired 
(grace a dieu) for the next European 

Union-related 
documentaries 
that the Eur 
pean Commis- 
sion has fund- 
ed Propager 
TV to produce. 
Quel bonheur! 

These are 
the top five 


cionf 


things have learned. 

1. "Life is what happens to you while 
you are busy making other plans.” 

-John Lennon 

Take things as they come. But also, 
know when to makea choice. 

At first, don't be too picky with your 
job. Don't say “I promised myself would 
never work as a waitress so I'm gonna 
wait until something better comes 
along." Any experience is better than be- 
ing too picky and not taking a chance 
and not picking up the good things about 
‘what does just come along. 

In my experience, a good attitude goes 
along way. Decision-making is a very big 
responsibility and if done with the right 
attitude then one's work is easy. I's really 
about choice. Will you choose to be pre- 
ventive (you make lists so you don't for- 
get, lists so you follow procedure, etc.) or 
reactive (problem-solving, — trouble 
shooting)? 

Will you choose to accept that others 
with more experience know more than 
you do or will you insist that you are in 
the right? Will you choose to accept re- 
sponsibility for your action or choose to 
blame others for mistakes? There are a 
lot of choices really, even as you wake up. 
‘You have the power to make your day a 
good day if you choose to do so. Smile or 
Frown? Laugh or ery? To Бе bugnot or not 
tobe? 

Mistakes do happen--don't dwell on 
that...move on. 

2. Don't take things personally. 
Know what you can or can't do, and 
believe in yourself. 

Make a well-balanced CV that can 
show not only your achievements but al- 
so your personality. Employers look for 
dynamic, organized, positive people. 
But, do not get frustrated by rejection or 
criticism, use them to motivate yourself 
todobetter. 

There will be a clash of personalities, 
egos, etc. and if one is not careful—there. 
is а chance that things will become per- 
sonal. Keep your perspective. 

“To laugh often and much; to win the 
respect of intelligent people and the affec- 
tion of children; to earn the appreciation of 
honest critics and endure the betrayal of 
false friends, to appreciate beauty, to find 
the best in others; to leave the world a little 
better; whether by a healthy child, 
den patch or a redeemed social conditior 
to know even one life has breathed easier 
because you have lived. This is the mean- 
ing of success.” 

-Ralph Waldo Emerson 

“Nothing others do is because of you, 
What others say and do is a projection of 
their own reality, their own dream. 
When you are immune to the opinions 
and actions of others, you won't be the 


HERES а picture of celebration, feel the joy, taste. 
the rainbow! | finally received my Carte de Sejour 
(legal student/resident visa) after one full year of 
waiting. 


victim of needless suffering. 

-Don Miguel Ruiz, The Four Agree- 
ments 

Life isn’t about you all the time. If 
someone says something to you, it is a 
product of their perception of their own 
reality. It is not about you, but about 
them. Many times we hear people say 
and do negative things against us, this 
shouldn't pull you down, because itis re- 
ally about them and how they perceive 
other people. We should not get trapped 
in their realities by taking what they say 
ordo personally. 

3. Have other options, make a Plan 
Bincase Plan A does not work out. 

‘Once you have had experience in cer- 
tain fields, challenge yourself. Apply for 
а dream job you don't think you'll get but 
make sure you have a backup. 

Make friends with someone else in the 
office. This will 
make мог 
more bearable 
and will defi- 
nitely help you 
go to work 
when you 
don't feel like 
it. 

Ask ques- 
tions if youre not 
sure about something—this may seem 
obvious but when you start working you 
sometimes feel intimidated by your boss- 
es and don't really feel comfortable ap- 
proaching them. But, from what I've 
learned, itis definitely better to face your 
fears and ask your boss. 

“Find the courageto ask questions and 
to express what you really want. Com- 
municate with others as clearly as you 
can to avoid misunderstandings, sadness 
and drama. With just this ome agree- 
ment, you can completely transform 
your life.” 

-Don Miguel Ruiz, The Four Agree- 
ments 

Hay naku. This is the best. Many times 
we fall into this trap. We always assume 
that the other person is mad or feeling 
this and that or said this or did that but 
most of the time it isn't so. This is where 
you hear, “Akala ko kasi...” So even if its 
quite obvious, but there is this teeny 
weeny doubt in your head, clear the 
air!!! 

Get it out there, ask and you shall re- 
ceive the right answer. It is better when 
you have the actual word to hold on to 
than just have all these thoughts in your 
head, then mali pala.” 

Listen well. Learn as much as you can. 

4. In operations... 

Be organized with all your files. 
Ayusin mo para pag may hahanapin ka 
makikita mo agad. 

Use an organizer to 
list all the things that 
you need to do for 
the day so you won't 
forget. Be attentive, 
Listen to all the in- 
structions from your ; 
boss. If йз break 
time take your break 
to avoid stress. Wag 
mo ako gayahin 
nalilipasan ng 
gutom! 

Gain your boss Ё 
trust: normally the 
easiest way to do this 
is to be very efficient 
in the beginning and 
finish work early. Once this happens, 
theyll pretty much give you assignments 


with no strict deadlines and will be much 
more flexible with timings. 

Tean only tell you what to wear. think 
you're conscientious enough when it 
бте to work. Choose a brand or look 
that would suit your job. Something chie 
and cheap. 

Get your hands dirty (and why not dress 
the role, and look good while at it?). 

Realize that there are many facets to 
work. On опе hand, it needs to be some- 
thing you love and enjoy, and on the oth- 
ex it needs to pay the bills, give you expe- 
rience, and teach you valuable life 
lessons. Make sure that you don’t forget 
this balance when searching бога job. 

5. Always do your best 

“Your best is going to change from mo- 
ment to moment; it will be different 
when you are healthy as opposed to sick. 
Under any circumstance, simply do your 
best, and you will avoid self judgment, 

self-abuse and re- 


Ruiz, The Four 
Agreements 

Need 1 say 
more? Even if you 
have to make cof- 
fee for your boss, 
make the best 
damn coffee. When 
you do your best, 
thereare no regrets. 

Other essential points are as follows: 

“Kapag gutom ka—you will work 
harder! You will be more ambitious!” 

“Focuuuuuuuus! Dance before boys!” 

You have to see a job пог only for face 
value but for what it can bring towards 
your goals in the future. If you've got the. 
time, someone's birthday's coming up, or 
you just feel like doing something different 
one moming (and you happen to have 
your paycheck in hand), get “The Four 
Agreements" by Don Miguel Ruiz. Or grab 
your first Bible. 

Or think up your first philosophy. Or 
better yet, chill with the friends you 
choose as family and forget about the 
paycheck for the first time in years—be- 
cause the best things in life are freet 

Choice din ito, right? 

KC would like to thank : Tita Marni 
0.140 remember the card. Love you!), 
Tita Agot 1. (U da bes, bebe!), Cokie 
B.(Re-joys!), Nikki B (Don't touch my 
eggshells), Ariel L(A tres bientotD, 
Апија G.(See u in europe hun!), Enve- 
lope (Haha lam mo na kung sino ka), Tito 
Freddie 5. (for Superman), Yek da Bru 
Froufrou, Pierra C. (my shining star), 
and to Ralph Waldo Emerson (though 1 
should maybe be thanking Bessie Stan- 
leyinstead.) 
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THERE is nothing that can 
keep media mogul Tony 
Boy Cojuangco from 
dreaming. 

Last Tuesday, Dream Bar became 
the venue for yet another one of his 
visions that came to reality—and I'm 
not talking about Gretchen (yet). 

Dream FM 106, with a tagline 
that reads “The Comfortable 
Choice,” awoke the metro with its 
sawy sounds, meant for “the so- 
phisticated, trendy and accom- 
plished decision makers,” whis- 
pered Dream weavers Reggie Galu- 
га and Mari Lagdameo, who were 
busy strumming with their guests, a 
hodge podge of AAA listers who all 
share their penchant for dreaming 

Dream eye-catchers were aplen- 
ty. Dawn Zulueta-Lagdameo was 
rightly elevated on the Dream Bar 
pedestal, taking photos of friends 
and family in random reverie. On 
the other end of the room was ABC 
5 First Lady Gretchen Barretto, 
who was in the company of good 
friends and Barretto cousins Karen 
and Lizette. , 

OF course, the night won't be 
complete wifhout a head to toe ex- 
amination of Yhe Queen of Bling. 
She was weaki)g a Viktor and Rolf 
top paired with Juicy Couture and 
giant Kristine Jewellery 6750 dia- 
‘mond earrings. 

On La Greta's МИР table were а 
spread of assorted cheeses, salmon 
and caviar pie—so 1 stayed with her. 
Later, Assunta Da Rossi joined us, 
ina sexy caramel Mix top that made 
heads tum—I'm sure it spewed 
some other form of dream among 
the guys in the party. 

My new favorite artist Nyoy 
Volante performed. Richard Mer- 
ck, the guys of Side A, Dawn, and 
even Assunta took turns on the 
Dream stage, singing their hearts 
ош to the widely awake dreamers. 

1 spotted ABC 5 bigwig Bobby 
Barreiro grinning from ear to ear, 
night dreaming with the other 

2 guests who were all boozed up as 
the band played on. 

If the music played at Dream bar 
that night were to be the yardstick 
of the new radio station’s success, 
then | guess this nation will be 
“dreaming” some more. 

Dream on, baby! 
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Do you have 
a relationship 
with money? 


By Marge C. Enriquez 


ASA student in the Martial Law era, it was a joke in 
our sociology class that selling the souls of the en- 
tire Philippine (over)population would not be suffi- 
cient to pay off the country's debts. Today, the 
joke—even if merely a metaphor of material pover- 
ty resulting from an impoverished spirit—still holds 
true, 

News and graphs of the spiraling costs of living, 
years of government expropriation of wealth hidden 
behind bureaucratic terms, reckless spending and a 
capitalist system that inherently favors the elite and 
kills the rest of us, are deepening our chronic fears of 
shortage and of giving up our comforts. This appre- 
hension is based on false assumptions of wealth. 

San Francisco-based global activist and fund-raiser 
Lynne Twist wrote an inspiring book on the link be- 
tween money and core values. “The Soul of Money: 
‘Transforming Your Relationship with Money and 
Life” (New York/ London: W.W. Norton & Co.) reveals 
the deep connection between spirituality (not reli- 
gion), our attitude towards money, and how earning, 
giving and sharing are on the same par. In Third 
World bakya mentality, the sharing partis roughest. 
Leave philanthropy to the First World, some Pinoys 
would say. 


Energy exchange 

Like most books on prosperity, this one's 
premise is that money was invented to make it pos- 
sible to share and exchange goods and services. 
However, over time, such vices as ego and insa- 
tiable desire have surpassed its original practical 
role, “Now, rather than relating to money as a tool 
we created and control, we have come to relate to 
money as if it {werel... a force to be reckoned 
with,” writes Twist. "IF we only look at behavior, it 
tells us that we have made money more important 


than we are, given it more meaning than human 
life.” 

This narrow-minded attitude has led to problems 
that we read about in the front pages—social in- 
equity, environmental destruction, social irresponsi 
bility, the frailty of economic and political institu- 
tions, and the feeble moral fabric of society. 

То the rich, money became a curse when they al- 
lowed it to alienate them from their core values and 
relationships. The outcomes are sexual, psychologi- 
cal and substance abuse, alcoholism, brutality, legal 
battles for the objective of getting more, bribery 
and/or extortion to keep members quiet about dark 
secrets. 

Also, a consumer society has exalted the fancy 
sales pitch and our voracious appetite for acquiring 
the latest status symbols as the measure of self-worth. 
T know some high-maintenance women who have 
dedicated their lives to the pursuit of perfection via 
salons, slimming, surgery and shopping just to be ad- 
mired and hopefully make it to some glamorous list. 
‘The above-mentioned are stuff for the glossies and 
soft news sections, which sometimes I am “guilty” of 
reporting. 

The root cause of our 
fear of shortage is the 
lack of experiencing the 
wealth of spirit 

‘Twist cites the litany 
of dissatisfaction: “We 
don't have enough time. 
We don't have enough 
rest. We dont have 
enough exercise. We 
don't have enough 
work. We dont have 
enough profits. We don't have enough power... Of 
course, we don't have enough money—ever. Were 
not thin enough, we're not smart enough, we're not 
pretty enough or fit enough or educated or successful 
enough or rich enough—ever... What begins as a 
simple expression of the challenged life, grows into 
the great justification for an unfulfilled life. It be- 
‘comes the reason we can't have what we want or be 
who we want to be, the reason people disappoint us, 
the reason we compromise our integrity, give up on 
ourselves or write off others.” 

This assumption is bom out of a false argument 
that we live in scarcity and that we are in constant 
threat that our needs will never be fulfilled. This has 
become the lens through which we see the world and 
live through it. 


An inspiring book 
discusses how people 
have given it more 
meaning than human life 


‘Twist debunks the scarcity myths: 

There's not enough. We complain about the 
shortage of food, water, ой and its inverse proportion 
to our burgeoning population. In our milieu, its also 
the cause of crab mentality or putdowns and the cul- 
ture of kowtowing to people of perceived power, and 
grabbing at the expense of others. 

‘Twist explains, “We respond to the fear that there's 
not enough by creating systems that favor us or ex- 
dude others from access to basic resources... In our 
own families, “there's not enough’ drives us to buy 
morethan we need or even want.” 

More is better. Thescarcity myth leads us to estab- 
lish ourselves on material success and external 
achievements. People get jobs or become minor 
celebrities because of their looks and clothes, rather 
than their contributions to creating a richer life. The 
success ofa television show or a publication is judged 
by the number of advertisements and ratings, instead 
ofthe quality of its contents or its potential to change 
people's lives. 

This myth is the cause ofthe rat race, characterized 
by competition and ac- 
quisition. It sidetracks 
us from enjoying what 
we have, and from our 
own qualities. 

That's just the way 
it is. This is a justifica- 
tion for why we don't 
want to change. Also, 
the perceived lack of 
money—in shor, 
fear—becomes a de- 
fense for holding back from commitment and con- 
tributing our inner resources such as creativity, ener- 
ву and time, to make things better. 

The author explains that success should not be de- 
fined as earning surplus money. “In the language of 
scarcity, those who generate large profits from ex- 
ploitive or unsustainable business practices [appear] 
more successful than, say, teachers or public servants 
who earn ess, but work to make our communities en- 
lightened, caring, compassionate places to live and 
workin.” 

Twist underscores that the word “wealthy” is root- 
ed in well-being, not in cash but in a satisfying life. 
“Poor” and “poverty” seem to ignore the potential of 
people who have little money. 

If we give priority to developing our virtues and 
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values, our actions will create opportunities that will 
eventually lead to material prosperity. “Sufficiency is 
a context we bring forth from within that reminds us 
that, if we look around us and within ourselves, we 
will find what we need. There is always enough,” says 
Twist, 

This explains why individuals or companies whose 
businesses are firmly entrenched in values prosper in 
tough times. For one, their needs are simple. As the 
saying goes, contentment is the mother of all virtues. 
More important, their actions benefit the community. 
Their good karma istheir hedge against inflation. 


DETAIL of the rhythmic striations in architect Joey 
Yupangco's wall treatment. He also shows the 
contrast between practicality and romance with 
the use ofa drop light and a candelabra, Story on 
page 6 
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GRANDPARENTS" DAY IN ROCKWELL WILL LAST THE ENTIRE WEEKEND. LEAVE THE GOOD OLD ROCKING CHAIR AND BOARD OUR SHUTTLE RIDES TO THE POWER PLANT MALL. 
GRAB SOME PRIZES FROM OUR ESTABLISHMENTS AT THE GRANDPARENTS’ LOUNGE. BRING THE GRANDCHILDREN AND HIP-HOP WITH THEM LIKE CRAZY. 
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From GOAT to SHEEP 


By Leovino Ma. Garcia 
Contributor. 


HERE is “the biggest, heaviest, most radiant thing 
ever printed” declared Der Spiegel. That is, “GOAT 
(Greatest Of All Time): A Tribute to Muhammad 
Ali,” published by Benedikt Taschen. 

Four years in the making, it is limited to 10,000 
numbered copies, autographed by Muhammad Ali 
and Jeff Koons. It boasts over 3,000 dazzling images 
chosen from five million photographs, many pub- 
lished for the first time, by 150 photographers and 
artists. 

It features writings about the Champ for the last 
five decades, totaling nearly 600,000 words. With 
‘more than 800 pages and measuring 50 cm x 50 cm, 
it tips the scales at 34 kilos. It is bound by the Vati- 
can official bindery in pink leather, the color of Ali's 
first Cadillac, and pushes state-of the-art digital 
technology to the hilt. 

The "Champ's Edition” comes in a white silk cov- 
er with pink lettering. Limited to 1,000 numbered 
copies, with four gallery-quality prints signed by Ali 
and Howard L. Bingham, and an original art piece 
by Koons, it costs $10,000 per copy. The “Collector's 
Edition,” depicting Ali's torso with pink lettering on 
the cover, limited to 9,000 numbered copies, retails 
for $3,000. 


Transformation and grace 

Jeff Koons, the 48 year-old-icon of today's media- 
saturated art world, 
claims he wanted to 
communicate with 
the masses with this 
project. His aim was 
“to do something 
without being illus- 
trative” and “to show 
inclusion, transformation and grace.” True to his 
art, his greatest preoccupation here, it seems, is to 
deliver the soul ofan object. 

For Howard L. Bingham, GOAT's principal pho- 
tographer and editorial consultant, Ali's emotional 
intelligence struck him the most. He says Ali "some- 
how had the instinct to make the right decisions 
about himself every time, and often did so against 
the best advice of even those closest to him." He 
considers Ali as a man who not only “floated as a 
butterfly and stung like a bee,” but one “who stood 
by his convictions and took a highly unpopular 
stance at the peak of his career in a country not yet 
ready for radical change.” 

But why invest over $10 million on Ali? Muham- 
mad Ali, touted as “the greatest sportsman that 
walked the earth” is not at all passé. He remains pal- 
pably present in every aspect of popular culture, es- 


Muhammad Ali’s amazing 
grace, in a book that few 
are bound to possess 


pecially in sports and music. 


Like а screenplay > 

As publisher, Taschen felt that his challenge lay in 
creating a work where “the written word, narrative, 
and research would be on par with that of the most 
comprehensive literary biographies.” Taschen 
aimed to turn the logic of a conventional biography 
onits head by drawing the reader “from the photog- 
raphy into the written story and the texts.” 

What has come out is “a structured narrative 
that’s like the most detailed screenplay you can 
imagine.” This accounts for an experience that 
works on many levels, depending on one’s mood, 
sensibilities and even time. 

Taschen and his collaborators practice a lesson 
learned from contemporary French philosophy. Ac- 
cording to Paul Ricoeur's hermeneutics, or interpre- 
tation of texts, the narrative, by the invention of its 
plot, integrates multiple and scattered events into a 
whole and complete story. In this “grasping togeth- 
er" of many events to form a story, the productive 
imagination goes at work. In the imaginative string- 
ing together of these episodes or events, new mean- 
ing is created. 

That is why we get instructed by listening to sto- 
ries or narratives. We come to realize how actions 
accomplished in the past beget consequences in the 

future. We gradual- 
ly learn to interpret 
human actions. In 
the process, we 
learn to become eth- 
ical. We strive to do 
actions that are no- 
ble or good and to 
avoid actions that are evil or base. Stories or narra- 
tives then offer us some of the most enduring in- 
sights into the human condition. Stories do not only 
entertain us; they throw light on our lives. They cast 
а power over us. Paraphrasing Socrates, Ricoeur re- 
minds us: “The unnarrated life is not worth living." 


Thrilla in Manila 

Filipinos will get a special thrill when they lay 
their eyes on pages 606 to 616 of this book, dealing 
with the Ali-Frazier Fight of a Lifetime” on October 
1, 1975 in Manila. But many will surely cringe when 
they read this excerpt on page 612 from Mark 
Kram's “Ghosts of Manila”: 

“A land of palabas, dramatic spectacle, it was said 
of the Philippines. Nothing was small there except 
the people. The squalor was immense, made worse 
by pounding heat and sun, relieved only by the 


Ohh, my aching shoulders... 


Anything we can do to prevent an injury is worth all the trouble 


By Dr. Martin Camara 
Contributor 


M 


MUHAMMAD Ali, formerly known as Cassius Clay, shows why he's the greatest. 


monsoons, which drove against the islands like 
sheaths of warm metal. Outsize disaster had a regu- 
larity, overloaded island ferries going down with 
two thousand aboard, whole settlements even in 
the city washed away in an instant by floods, and al- 
ways the promise of even worse, from coughing vol- 
canoes. Certain religious ceremonies—though in- 
creasingly viewed in the land as exhibitionistic 
machismo--portrayed a hunger for more suffering, 
with parades of bloody self-flagellants and crucifix- 
ions. Yer the Filipinos were seen around the world 
as a remarkably peaceful, passive, fatalistic people, 
а myth according to one dissident priest who car- 
ried a gun while serving mass in what was known as 
the Church of the Black Nazarene in the noisy 
Quiapo section.” 

Crisp, elegant writing imbued with a conde- 
scending, “exoticizing” point of view unquestion- 
ably adopted by passing foreign journalists! 

What seems to be most fascinating about 
Muhammad Ali is his unique interpretation of his 
life. In his own words that serve as captions to stun- 


WHAT most people call the shoulder is really sever- 
al joints that combine with tendons and muscles го 
allow a wide range of motions for the arm—from 
snapping on a bra to reaching in the back of your 
саг, to combing your hair, to reaching for your back 
pocket. 

This mobility comes at a price. It could lead to 
problems with instability or impingement of ten- 
dons, muscles and ligaments resulting in pain and 
discomfort. In fact, up to 30 percent of people over 
the age of 50 will experience a sudden tearing of 
one of the tendons (supraspinatus) of the shoulder 
without any major trauma. Demographic data from 
our Intercare Clinics rank shoulder pain as the sec- 
‘ond most common condition, next only to lower 
back pain, 

‘Why is this so? 

Since the shoulders are essentially the most flexi- 
ble and yet the most unstable articulations in the 
body, they are also the most likely to be affected by 
small stresses over time. Something as routine as 
tapping away at a computer, or sitting behind a desk 
for long periods can cause significant str 

‘The symptoms vary from a feeling of tiredness or 
heaviness (ngawit or ngalay), to adeep dull ache, to 
a sharp pain. It may come during movement or at 
rest. Or you may feel pain due to impingement 
when your arms are raised upwards and outwards. 
In some cases, it becomes a nagging pain and is of- 
ten troublesome at night. If you have ever suffered 
from a shoulder injury, you will understand how in- 
credibly frustrating it can be. It can make exercise 
nearly impossible. Daily activities such as driving, 
sipping a cup of coffee and eating can become diffi- 
cult. You are bound to develop an acute sense of ap- 
preciation for the shoulder, or an awareness of how 
much we depend on й—а joint we take for granted 
until it starts malfunctioning! 

Most shoulder problems involve the soft tis- 
sues—muscles, ligaments and tendons—rather 
than bones, And these problems fall into three ma- 
jor categories: 

1) Tendonitis. Tendons are cords that connect 
muscle to bone, and tendonitis is generally a result 
of a wearing process over a period of time. The most 
common type of tendonitis is the Rotator Cuff in- 
jury. A group of muscles and tendons run behind the 
scapula into the arm. Muscles help stabilize the 
shoulder and are used for movement. They may ac- 
tually tear or become impinged. This may happen as 
а result of overuse during sports or work-related ac- 

jes, or of invariable wear and tear. 

2) Frozen Shoulder (adhesive capsulitis). Di- 
rectly below the tendons of the shoulder is a dense 
band of ligaments that cover the bones. These are 
the “capsular ligaments.” They generally help stabi- 
lize the shoulder joint and are normally elastic, like 
rubber bands. When a tendonitis or bursitis is left 
untreated for prolonged periods, the inflammation 
comes into contact with the capsule. This creates a 


NEXT to the lower back, the shoulder is the most 
susceptible to pain. 


chemical reaction that hardens the capsule, and the 
once-elastic capsule becomes fibrous and sticky. 
Your arm is “frozen.” There is hardly any movement 
allowed. This is an extremely painful condition, and 
may take months of therapy, or possibly even 
surgery, to correct. Sometimes injections of lido- 
caine or steroids can provide a lot of relief. 

3) Arthritis. There are many types of arthritis, 
but it essentially involves wear and tear and inflam- 
mation of the joint, causing swelling, pain and stiff- 
ness. Other types, like rheumatoid arthritis and 
ankylosing spondilitis, are more devastating. They 
could result in an actual "eating up or fusing” of the 
joint by your own immune system. 

‘There are other rare causes of shoulder pains, 
such a bone tumors, infections or referred or nerve- 
related problems originating from the neck. 

‘Treatment: 

Since pain is usually just a warning that some- 
thing is wrong, it is always best to seek medical ad- 
vice at the soonest possible time especially if the 


pain is intense, Remember that the first two to three 
days are crucial to a complete and speedy recovery. 

‘The first and most important course of action is to 
follow the RICE program: Rest, Ice, Compression 
and Elevation (over the level ofthe heart). This usu- 
ally helps minimize the inflammation that is build- 
ing up. After the initial three days, the flow of blood, 
oxygen and nutrients to the injured area should be 
increased. The best way to do thisis to use moist hot 
packs or hot water bottles and heat lamps. Heat- 
based sprays ог creams are notas effective. 

Massage is also one of the best ways to increase 
blood flow to an area while reducing the amount of 
scar tissue that comes with all muscle and tendon 
injuries. It is always best to act quickly. In general, 
the wait could cause the "shoulder in trouble" cycle 
of increasing pain, stiffness, immobility and muscle 
weakness. Physical therapy may consist of moist 
heat or cold packs that relieve pain and inflamma- 
tion while promoting circulation. 

Ultrasound and some electrical stimulation ofthe 
muscles and tendons will pump out the inflamma- 
tion, strengthen the tissues and call repair cells to 
the area. Adjustments and gentle manipulation bya 
chiropractor may prevent the buildup of adhesions 
that limit mobility. Adjustments to the back may al- 
sohelp remedy the accompanying muscle spasms in 
the upper back and neck. 

Ртеуепііот 

Anything you сап doto prevent an injury from oc- 
curring is worth the trouble. The prevention of 
shoulder injuries comes with the conditioning of 
shoulder muscles and tendons, which ultimately in- 
volves both stretching and strengthening of the 
shoulder joint. 

Also, don't forget common injury-prevention 
techniques like warming up properly before a stren- 
uous activity and using old-fashioned common 
sense. For the most part, however, stretching and 
strengthening are your best defense. Even if you 
don't have a shoulder problem now, the following 
stretching and strengthening exercises could save 
you from a major headache in the future. 


Exercis 

1) Arm circles: Gently place your fingers on your 
shoulder and rotate the shoulder in small circles for- 
ward, then backward. Repeat, with larger circles. 

2) Pendulum: Let your arm hang free while hold- 
ing a 2- to S- pound weight. Gently trace circles in 
each direction. 

3) Wall Walking: Facing the wall, slowly walk 
your fingers up as high as the pain permits. Keep 
your shoulders level. 

4) Rubber Tubing or External Rotation Exercises: 
Lie on your side with a 5 pound dumbbell and with 
your elbow close to your body, arms bent at 90 de- 
grees, gently rotate your arm up and out 10 times. 

For any questions email: drmartin@intercare-cen- 
ters.com. 


ning photographs, he tells us: 

“Td like to be remembered ... as a black man who 
won the heavyweight title .. and who was humor- 
ous ... and who treated everyone right. As а man 
who never looked down on those who looked up to 
him... and who helped as many of his people as he 
could -- financially ... and also in their fight for free- 
dom, justice and equality.” 

These are hardly words from someone who often 
proclaimed: “Iam the Greatest!” Instead, they seem 
to be pronounced by someone who has been trans- 
formed by amazing grace and who participates in 
something greater than himself. And so, it may be 
more appropriate to give as title to this monumental 
book, which many will never possess, not "GOAT" 
but “SHEEP (Sharing Happiness with Everyone, Ез 
pecially Peace).” 

The book will be launched in November at the open- 
ing of the Adidas branch at The Gateway in Cubao. 
For inquiries, contact Adidas Phil. at 638-5888 loc. 
302, 

Email the author at lgarcia@ateneo.edu 


To dive for 


А WOMAN diver broke world records by descend- 
ing 525 feet underwater in a single breath, and stay- 
ing down for up tosix minutesa stretch. . 

“Tanya Streeter now holds the multiple world record 
in free diving for both men and women. She recently 
joined Swiss watchmaker Tag Heuers roster ofintema- 
tional ambassadors. 

“Like Tiger Woods, Kimi Raikkonen, Marion Jones, 
Steve McQueen and the rest of the Tag Heuer team, 
Tanya embodies the core values of the brand: perfor- 
‘mance, precision and prestige. A true professional, she 
pushes herself to the limit and has completely revolu- 
tonized her sport,” said president and CEO Jean 
Christophe Babin. 

1n 2002, Streeter set the records in "No Limits" free 
diving when she was dropped to the astounding depth 
of 160 meters (525 ft) ona weighed sled off the coast of 
Miami. In 2003, off the coast of the Turks and Caicos Is- 
lands, the 30-year-old British athlete shattered the 
women's and men’s "Variable Weight” record by diving 
toa depth of 122 meters (400 fi) in one breath and re- 
tuming to the surface on her own power. That dive 
marked the eighth time she broke a world record. 
Streeter was voted best female free diver for 2003 by 
the Swiss-based sports goveming body, International 
Center for Apnea Recognition and Education, 

Streeters collaboration with Tag Heuer resulted in 
the introduction of the new 2000 Aquaracer, a unique 
300-merer (990 f) waterproof prestigious sports 
Watch. The latest and most boldly styled Tag Heuer 
2000 Series possesses ай the technical characteristics of 
the professional divers watch, yet its design is classic: 

The unidirectional tuming bezel, with its aluminium 
ting and precision ratchet, is a strong and emblematic 
design component that makes the 2000 Aquaracer in- 
stantly recognizable as a diving watch, The large-sized 
Arabic numerals on the ring stand out in high contrast 
to its base coloration. Aside from the luminescent 
hands, hour markers and bezel scale, special lumines- 
cent material has been added to the tip of the second 
hand, enabling the diver to quickly verify that the 
watch is working, no matter the extemal conditions. 
Water resistance is now increased to 300 meters (990 
f) without compromise on elegance. 


DIVER Tanya Streeter’s qualities are embodied 
in this new sportswatch. 
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The Indian thali food festival at Pen’s Spices 


By Meluchi A. Rivera 
Contributor 


surprises in little metal bowls 


UNTIL mid-October, Spices at The Peninsula Manila 
offers diners a novel way to experience Indian cui- 
sine. The sub-continent’s exoticism is evoked 
through the thali, a metal serving plate that lends its 
name to a most interesting kind of meal. 

Ina thali meal, a platter is laden with а half-dozen or 
so katoris litle metal bowls), each filled with a differ- 
entdish. This style of eating is common in Southern In- 

“ dia but is relatively unfamiliar to foreigners, who 
‘would be more likely to order individual dishes of tan- 
doris, samosas or curries. In contrast thali meals are 
allinclusive and complete. There would be a careful 
selection of soup or appetizer, basmati rice, freshly 
made chapati, several entreés and dessert. 

For Spices thali fest, Indian specialty chef Bairagi 
Sahani has put together two such meals on 
exquisite, specially-shipped copper serving wares. 

His vegetarian platter (P9504) features газат, 
lentils in a clear soup flavored with coriander root, 
ginger, pepper and tamarind; dal panchranga, 
stewed lentils in onion and tomato; mangalore sub- 
тес, mixed vegetable curry; and aloo bharta, pota- 
toes cooked with ginger, onion and chili, perhaps 
more familiar to most as the filling for vegetarian 
‘samosas. 

The non-vegetarian platter (P1,100++) has 
murgh shorba, clear chicken soup; mangalore jhin- 
ga, succulent jumbo prawns in creamy curry sauce; 
sukha gosht, dry lamb curry; and abhial, vegetables 
incoconut milk. 

Both thalis are accompanied by basmati chawal, 
fragrant Indian rice perfumed with cardamon, cin- 
namon, cloves and bay leaves; crispy chapati and 
papadam, dessert and masala chhas, a cooling yo- 
gurt drink spiked with ginger, coriander and mint. 


Crash course 

Chef Sahani briefed this writer, in halting En- 
glish, on the nuances of regional Indian cooking. 
Thus, I learned that in Northern India, the cuisine 
tends to emphasize the blend of spices, rather than 
just heat; and the carbohydrates of choice are grains 
and bread. In Southern India, meanwhile, the cur- 
ries tend to be hotter, sauces incorporate more co- 


eye 
PIPI Mig A 
INDIAN viands, soups and sauces are served 
in katoris or metal bowls, all on a thali (metal 
under plate). 


сопи milk, and rice is the more prominent accom- 
paniment to each meal. 

Oddly enough, the term "curry" is not native to 
the country, but was coined by the English as a 
catch-all phrase to cover the varied but distinct fla- 


vors of Indian cooking. Indian dishes use up to 25 
spices--saffron, turmeric, coriander, cardamom, 
nutmeg, poppy seeds, caraway seeds, cumin, mace, 
cloves and the more common cinnamon, ginger, 
onions, garlic and, of course, chilies—in a single 
dish. These are always freshly ground together by 
hand, using a mortar and pestle. 

While this writer has long been a fan of Indian 
cuisine and spicy food in general, I have to admit 
that there is a downside to being presented with a 
large number of dishes at a meal. As ate my meal 
away, the tastes tended to all meld together in a 
clear case of “palate fatigue.” Thus, aside from the 
abhial and mangalore jhinga curries, what stood out 
for me were those dishes that deviated from the co- 
conut milk-with-coriander-cumin-and-chili route. 


‘Tastes familiar 

Among the vegetarian thali dishes, I found газат 
soup, much like our own sinigang, but packing more 
heat, and with an underlying roasted flavor from 
the lentils. The dal panchranga, pleasingly earthy 
and almost creamy in consistency, was my other 
pick. The non-vegetarian platter, meanwhile, had 
the winning murgh shorba, not unlike tinola, but 
again with added punch from the coriander. 

‘Other potential hits with local diners would be 
the delightful desserts. In the vegetarian platter, 
Chef Sahani included suji halwa, a pudding made 
from ground wheat simmered with syrup and fla- 
vored with various nuts, in this case, cashews. In the 
non-vegetarian thali, there's the pleasingly sweet 
treat called Phiri, rice pudding with thickened 
milk and flavored with saffron. These should go 
over well with locals who will find that, like us, the 
Indians have an extensive range of rice puddings to 
satisfy their sweet tooth. 

Asa final note, most Filipino diners may not find 
the accompanying masala chas drink to their liking. 
However, with its ability to soothe spice-charred 
tongues, 1 daresay that at the end of the meal, the 
masala will be much appreciated. 

The indian Thali food festival at Spices Restaurant 
runs through Oct. 17. 
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Putting the fun - 
in wedding cakes 


CALL it a marriage of marketing and art. Baker He- 
ny Sison collaborated with Go Nuts Donuts to make 
the wedding cake for the Lagdameo-Trillana recep- 
tion. Sison called it a satellite cake because it remi- 
niscent of the Sputnik. Cake and doughnut topi- 
aries were spread out at the dessert station against 
а sugary landscape. The banana nut cake that 
served as the base was covered with fondant. The 
biggest layer of the satelite cake was shaped like a 
doughnut. А dessert topiary set on a crystal cake 
stand emerged from the hole. 

Go Nuts Donuts also served its famous melted 
white chocolate glaze. Sison colored the sweets in 
pistachio, rose and candy pink. The bride supplied 
wedding favors, such as Swarovski crystals, that 
adorned the fondanticing. 


SURPLUS SHOP best buys 


Shoppers keen on new line of 
WEATHER-PROOF JACKETS 


Keeping warm and dry while looking great during the 
wet and windy monsoon days could be a challenge to 
one's pocket and fashion sense. 


To address this seasonal need, Surplus Shop has lined 
up à wide selection of weather-proof jackets with front- 
zip closure. The jackets au 
at Surplus Shop, the fas! 
located within selected branches of 
SM Department Store 

and SM Supermalls. 


'urrently the hottest buys 
п for less apparel store 


Available in several sizes, 
the jackets come in a variety 
of 2-color combinations 
accented with bands and 


Fashion-wise shoppers can 
choose from collared or hooded 
styles, Inner linings are designed 
from soft fleece or wind-resistant 
nylon-polyester. The wide front 
pockets are cither zipped up 
or fastened with velcro. 
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Reinventing Le Soleil 


By Marge C. Enriquez 


IN THE months of the habagat (seasonal southwest 
winds), Boracay island doesn't look anywhere near 
the Crown Jewel of the Philipines" ha is touted 
tobe. 

White Beach is almost unrecognizable as 
windbreakers, made from wooden scaffolding, 
net and even tarpaulins in ghastly proportions, 
shield the resorts and passersby from the sands 
blown by the winds. The beach front is a mess 
with debris from the sea—dried branches, algae, 
moss, and the occasional garbage from nearby 
Semirara island. The fabled powdery white sand 
isbrownish and gluey. 

June to November is supposedly Boracay's low 


Once a haven for backpackers, Boracay has 
been positioning itself as a world-class destina- 
tion. Beach front accommodation is a luxury. 
During the peak months, rates at the high-end re- 
sorts range from P8,000 
to P10,000 a night, in- 
cluding "а forgettable 
breakfast. For the same 
rate, one could stay at the 
business floor of a deluxe 
Makati hotel and enjoy 
more perks, such as luxu- 
ry toiletries, a delectable 
breakfast buffet, all-day 
snacks, afternoon tea, 
cocktails, and use of a 
well-equipped gym, sauna 
or jacuzzi and swimming 
pool. 


Expectations 

‘With more rooms and restaurants to open by next 
year, Boracay resort managers are challenged with 
setting high standards of professionalism. They re- 
alize only too well that the market is well-traveled, 
discriminating and extremely demanding. Al- 
though these tourists come to Boracay to experience 
nature, they still expect the uncompromising effi- 
ciency of civilization. 

‘As resident manager of Le Soleil de Boracay, 
Jaime Coscolluela has taken up the cudgels of rein- 
venting the product. He knows whereof he speaks. 
He's been in the hotel business since 1975, starting 
with Holiday Inn. He felt his way around Boracay 
with Club Panoly. "I saw the potential in the is- 
land—that it could generate more income if things 
were in order. In the early '905, everything was a 
mom-and-pop operation. said it couldn't work.” 

He joined Waling Waling Resort, which 
promptly became the favorite of the hoity-toity 
crowd. When he moved to the 46-room Le Soleil 
de Boracay last February, he was bewildered. 
“The hotel was cramped. The rooms at the back 
were decent but I wouldn't pay for the ones in 
front. They had small windows and the heavy 
rattan shades made them look darker. 1 felt claus- 
trophobic. The paint-over up front was mottled. 
Itlooked messy.” 

Mismatched bathroom tubs, bowls and fixtures 
made him grimace. Guests in some of the rooms 
complained of reverberating walls caused by the 
blaring music from next-door establishments. 

The resorts Rendezvous Restaurant was far from 
inviting, with its stiff interiors and the Mediter- 
ranean cuisine that fell short of expectations. 
‘Adding to the confusion was Tequila Joe's (Le Soleil 
owner Jean-Henri Lhuillier, is the board chair of the 
successful chain). Tourists did not know if it was а 


New resident manager 
Jaime Coscolluela took 
one look and pushed 
with all his might 
for a P50-M spruce-up 


bar ora restaurant. In all, the resort was not making 
money. 


Renovations 

first month, Coscolluela had a long talk 
with Lhuillier, who is also executive vice-president 
and general manager of the PJ Lhuillier Inc. Group 
of Companies. 

Coscolluela recalls: “1 told him, "You have a nice 
beach front property. You have a name. But you must 
improve your product to go with your reputation." 

Architect Camilo Vasquez was called in for reno- 
vations. The color scheme will be a mix of earth 
tones with bright color accents, the lanai area 
around the pool will be expanded, bathrooms will 
be minimalist with Asian elements. The Mediterre- 
aneanstyle architecture will be maintained, but 
made a little less boxy. Arches and trellises will soft- 
еп the facade of the three-storey building up front. 
There will be Asian touches in furniture, ceiling 
treatment and soft furnishing. Rendezvous Restau- 
rant will have a rustic Asian decor and Tequila Joe's 

will be set up on the second. 
floor, with a casual set-up 
of an open deck, littered 
with large pillows and low 
tables. A new wing with 
larger rooms will be added 
by nextyear. 
Coscolluela was persis- 
tent. Certain changes had 
-to be effected immediately. 
First, be worked ой the 
food and beverage, sepa- 
rating the operations of 
Tequila Joe's and Ren- 
dezvous. He hired an experienced chef to replace 
the below-par Mediterranean menu with honest-to- 
goodness Filipino cuisine. 

During the peak months of March to May, he intro- 
duced dinner buffets. The staffers were resistant to the 
idea, especially since it was priced at P300, almost dou- 
ble the competitors’ rates. The buffet had oysters, mus- 
sels, salads, grilled items and, on weekends, lechon , for 
an additional P50. The logic, explains Coscolleula, was 
that diners didn't have to wait 30 minutes, the average 
service time along The Strip. 

The freshness of the buffet brought in the expect- 
ed sales volume. In the first five months of 2004, 
food and beverage sales equaled last year’s total 
revenues. As ofthis writing, rooms have posted a35 
percent increase in gross revenues compared to Au- 
gust last year. 

Coscolluela said selling rooms can't be too formu- 
laic. "Sella package. Let the clients feel they are get- 
ting a good deal by upgrading them to the next cate- 

m and are getting a discount of P1,000 го 

He employed the same tack for Le Soleil de 
Boracay, so that even the lower-priced rooms were 
booked. 

‘The P50-million renovation will begin in October. 


Projections 

Coscolluela has got his numbers down. “1 told 
Jean-Henri, ‘If you support me here, there will be a 
turnaround. Within a two-year period, you'll double 
your revenue from what you've been earning.” He 
estimated that if one room earns at least P1 million 
а year—and there are 46 existing rooms—the resort 
will gera return of investment in three years. 

Le Soleil's selling points are its location, access 
bility to the best bars, restaurant and shopping facil- 
ities, on top of the beach front, of course, which 
makes it suitable for families. 

‘The resort still has alot of work to do, to live up to 
its Triple A rating, Coscolluela admitted. Changes 


My own Tour de France: 
a Bordeaux experience = 


By Adrian V. Lizares, Contributor 


KEEPING abreast with international social literacy, 
the Philippines has become a fast-growing market 
for wines. We find numerous brands from several 
wine-producing countries even in gasoline service 
stations in my home province of Negros. Some 20 
years ago it was a luxury to serve wine during din- 
ner parties at home. These days, it is a must if you 
are to bea gracious host. 

Last summer in Amsterdam, over dinner with 
friends, one of whom happened to be from Bor- 
deaux, we repeatedly raised our glasses filled with 
wine from the region, and wondered how nice it 
would be to actually see where the famed excel- 
lence originated from! So our Bordelaise friend Va- 
lerie and her husband Edward were tasked to orga- 
nize for us, a diverse group, a wine excursion! 

The five-night tailor- 
made trip took Valerie 
three weeks to plan, in- 
cluding phone calls to 
wine producers and the 
different organizations in. 
charge of tourism in wine 
regions, internet commu- 
nication with industry ex- 
perts airlines, hotels, restaurants, and chateaux! 

Being the most important fine wine-making re- 
gion in the world (its airport is replete with vine- 
yards), Bordeaux has 36 districts, each producing a 
particular type of wine. Two of these districts, 
Medoc and Saint Emillion, we would visit during 
our trip. 

‘Wines from Bordeaux are not blended with other 
wine varieties, thus making them unique—there 
can be only the purest Merlot, for instance, or 
Cabernet Sauvignon, or Cabernet Franc. 

Strict laws of Appellation d'Origine define the 
characteristics of each region's wine. Among the 
many intricacies that result in the final and much 
anticipated millesime, the most important would be 
the vine and how the vintners care for it. Alcohol 


This five-night, 
tailor-made quest will take 
forever to relish 


content, acidity, time of harvest, and fermentation 
add up to what wine drinkers experience with each 
bottle. 


Counting every leaf 

Soil and undersoil composition, which consist 
the French word terroir, is a great dynamic, too. 
However, I would find that the most interesting as- 
pect is sunlight. It controls the ripening of the 
grapes. Discerning vintners even count the amount 
of leaves that shield the grape during this process. 
Bouquet, for both young and aged wines, is very 
carefully considered, as is the type of oak barrels 
used. It is no surprise that, from this land, the best 
wines emerge into perfection. 

‘The most crucial part of the whole process is that 
under French wine laws, 
unnatural irrigation is 
prohibited. This gives 
producers a level playing 
field. Quality of the final 
product will depend on 
the sheer determination 
of the wineries and oe- 
nologists to come up with 
the best. And this also spells the difference between 
wine produced in France and those produced in 
Sonoma Valley, California, for instance, where arti- 

За! irrigation is allowed. 

“Asked about the results of these stringent consid- 
erations, vintners are wont to raise their palms to 
heaven and sigh, "Nous ne savons pas, jamais!" No 
опе ever knows. 

‘The drive from Bordeaux to Medoc takes about 
half an hour. Individual vineyards, called chateaux, 
line Medoc's terrain of slightly undulating roads. 
‘Our first stop was Chateaux Cantenac Brown. Fun- 
ny thing, this vineyard was designed by an English- 
man, thus the name Brown and the Tudor architec- 
ше, 

Our visit started at the vines themselves, All our 


will be introduced gradually, especially since he has 
to work with staffers who have been with Le Soleil 
for a while, many of them mired in distracting 
habits. 

“My grade for the services [at present] is a mere 
passing mark,” he said. “My staff and I are still їп 
our honeymoon stage. I don't want to rock the boat. 
Thereare plans fora staff motivation program. Its a 
challenge for me.” 

There's also the bigger picture of dealing with Bo- 
racay' intrinsic handicaps, such as the lack of faci 
ties in case of an emergency. Coscolluela recalled 
how his epileptic cousin had a seizure while jet-ski- 
ing and died. There is no ambulance in Boracay, ora 
well-equipped hospital. His cousin had to be 
brought to Caticlan by boat. At the hospital, he was 
pronounced dead on arrival. 

“And this is a world-class destination?” Coscol- 
luela lamented. “There's no watch tower, either, no 
lifeguard.” But there's backyard politics, he said, 
plus ego problems between fractious groups. And 
the local government leaves it up to the hotel opera- 
tors to keep the beach front clean. 

Coscolluela's job is like rebuilding a ship while it's 
still at sea. But having manned a few ships before, 
he's bound to make Le Soleil de Boracay sail in all its 
glory 
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А “РІРРЕТТЕ" draws out a 2003 vintage 
from the Chateau Fleur Cardinale. 


enthusiastic questions were promptly answered, We 
proceeded to the vats and, later, to the cellars where 
the 2003 vintage was stocked. We opened three bot- 
tles of different types and vintages to taste for our- 
selves what had just been discussed. Of course 1 
swallowed, never spat it out! It was more fun that 
way! 

Red wines produced in this region are of particu- 
larly fine quality—Pauillac, Margaux, Cantenac, 
Ste. Estephe, and my favorite, Saint Julien. Famous 
chateaux in this region are Lafitte-Rostchild, Mou- 
ton-Rostchild, Margaux, and Latour. They bottle 
their own wines and affix their names to these—a 
guarantee of quality and integrity. 


Mind the attitude 

The top-rated chateaux-bottled wines are catego- 
rized as crus classes, which in turn have five groups 
called growths. This is not determined by excel- 
lence, which is invariably dictated by the simple 
matter of taste. Other criteria considered are mar- 
ket price, cost of exportation, and fame. Bordeaux 
wines have been rated in this manner since 1855. 
Outdated? It seems to have worked perfectly. 

Further down the line are the crus exceptionnels, 
and then crus bourgeois. Cooperative wineries made 
other crus re-emerge from obsolescence, enabling 
small producers to come up with exceptional wine 
using either the utmost modern equipment or the 
extremely traditional ancienne methods managed 


PERSPECTIVE shot of the interiors. The color scheme 
veers toward earth tones with bright accents, 


Hmm! 
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by expert vintners. This has further raised the quali- 
ty of wine that Bordeaux is famous for. 

The world-famous Chateaux Margaux was our 
next destination. With each chateaux comes an ap- 
propriate attitude and behavior, and 112-hectare 
Margaux does flaunt its wares! Our host, a haughty 

named Marie Chantal, uttered every 
word with grandness. Her every hand gesture and 
comment made us gasp, as she took us from cellar to 
cave where she volunteered to turn on the lights 
(read: designed by а lighting expert) for the benefit 
of our cameras, as if to astonish us further. 

Let me tell you how impressive it was: millions of 
euros worth of wine produced in 2003 is kept in an 
underground vault, three barrels high and as long 
and wideas the Titanic. Who wouldn't be awed? 

The question of buying Margaux vintage wine 
from auction was totally unheard of, Chantal said. 
Ah, we understood “snob” even more clearly! Out- 
side, and much later, we were all glad to be back on 
terra firma, in a smaller but nonetheless excellent, 
and more “personable” Chateaux Verdus, which Va- 
lerie eventually proclaimed her favorite. Last stop in 
Merdoc was Beychevelle, owned partly by Suntory 
of Japan. 


Magical ride 

Next day, we we drove to the Saint Emillion re- 
gion, crossing Gironde river by ferry and landing at 
Blaye. We had a magical roller coaster ride through 
grape fields dotted with turreted castles. But there 
were so many of them, that the sight soon became а 
cliché. 

Saint Emillion is also an exclusive red wine re- 
gion with a ratings system created in 1955. It 
boasts of the names Chateaux Cheval Blanc and 
Chateaux Ausone. Saint Emillion wines are not 
included in the 1855 classification. The town it- 
self is medieval, and is a Unesco World Heritage 
Site, 

Here, the group visited three vintners--Clos 
de Saint Pere, Chateaux Fleur Cardinale, and the 
last I skipped. 1 could not stand another glass of 
wine from another blessed vineyard! So 1 ex- 
plored the village instead. 

The next day, to everyone's surprise, Valerie 
took us to formal classroom lessons from which 
we obtained further palate sensual education. 
With each lesson teaching us more about wines, | 
truly believe we became more civilized people. 
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Zen Zest 


By Cherish Garcia-Hernandez 
Contributor 
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Lens enn тт а ARO mamamana. ь 


There's a reason that this store, just a little body care 
kiosk three years ago, is now a full-grown enterprise 
in upscale Glorietta 


GIVEN the tendency of Filipinas to be cleanliness 
freaks, it is no wonder that many high-end body 
lines are doing so well. Ihave to admit, [adore body 
scrubs, lotions, body sprays, and soaps of every 
scent imaginable, Nowadays, a bar of soap from the 
supermarket just won't do. 

А friend of mine spends extra time scrubbing her 
legs with an exfoliator and slathering lotion on her 
feet before going to sleep. Another friend obsessive- 
ly matches the scent of her body wash with her lo- 
tion and body spray. And the spa craze that hit our 
shores a few years ago shows no signs of waning. 
This is truly à generation that knows self-pamper- 
ing, But we take a bath everyday, so bath and body 
indulgences can really take its toll on one's finances, 
especially when we're talking of imported brands 
that use the strong dollar as benchmark for pricing. 
‘Thank goodness many excellent local brands are 
now available. 

One of the more prominent ones is Zen Zest. The 
ubiquitous kiosk in malls all over, now has a store at 
the bridgeway in Glorietta selling a complete line of 
body care products. 


Home-cooked 

The brainchild of 26-year-old Michelle Asence, 
Zen Zest was conceptualized in May 2001. Michelle 
confesses to a penchant for perfumes since she was 
seven years old, having been influenced largely by 
an uncle who collected fragrances. After honing her 
entrepreneurial skills in the family's food business, 
she consulted a chemist friend on how to make 
soaps and the like, Within months she had a little 
kioskin Megamall. 

She cooked everything herself in the beginning, 
took cabs to deliver her products, and even attached 
the sticker labels on herself. Sometimes she even 
had to tend the store. The first Zen Zest already had 
a complete line—soap, perfume, body spray, lotion, 
and body scrub--made in her kitchen. So successful 
was she that, їп two months, another outlet was 
born. By the end of 2001 she had five outlets with- 
out having to add to her initial capital investment. 
Today Zen Zest has 23 outlets, 10 of which are fran- 
chised. 

Visiting the store and sampling its produets, its 


Е А Gift For You! 


Get а 7-ресе gift set 

for every P4500 purchase 
inclusive of af least one 
product from the 

‘Autumn / Winter Collection. 


success comes as no surprise. The wide array of 
soaps is mind-boggling. 1 tried and loved the 
Chunky Choco Orange—I swear it looks and smells 
good enough to eat. Rosemary Mint leaves you all 
fresh and tingly, and the Peppermint Foot 
serub—which has a cocktail of ingredients, like 
Canola oil, olive oil, and cornmeal—teaves your 
feet as smooth asa baby's butt. 

Other favorites are the Body Wash, which foams 
nicely out of the pump, and body scrub, which pol- 
ishes with tiny apricot kernels that smoothens with- 
out scratching. And if you are into massages, the 
aromatherapy lavender-and-rosemary massage oil 
smells like Provence! 


Ambience line 

Actually there were so many other things I want- 
ed to try. I'm sure I will be back. The prices are so 
affordable and the quality superior. I have very 
sensitive skin and had absolutely no harsh reac- 


tions from the products. 1 also like it that the 
scents, while nice, are subtle and not overpower- 
ing. 

Michelle tells me that the best sellers are talc and 
raspberry and that body sprays and lotions fly off 
the shelves. Asked about the brand name, she ex- 
plained how she wanted her products to convey 
both simplicity (Zen) and a colorful dynamic (Zest). 
To this day, she uses her instinct in determining 
what products to add and which ones to discontin- 
ue. Every three months or so, she comes up with 
something new just to keep the choices varied. 

Zen Zest even has an ambience line that consists 
of home fragrance oils and sprays. The shop won 
the National Consumer's people's choice awards for 
2004, something Michelle is very proud of. She has 
started exporting her products to the Middle East 
and Canada. Walking by Zen Zest any time, you're 
sure to see girls excitedly sampling the products. 
Check it out and be seduced by the fragrant calling. 
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WINNER of the National Consumer's people's choice award 


for 2004 
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What's the 
big secret? 


THE UNDERGARMENT used to be unmentionable. 
Now, Filipinas are flaunting it. There's a range of 
styles—bikinis, thongs, hipsters, boys shorts. The 
fabrics used are just as varied, from nylon, to lycra 
to cotton and microfiber. 

What's hot this year? Lace, boy shorts with low- 
rise detail that is especially flattering for the full fig- 
ure, novelty treatments such as contrasting colors, 
stretch lace, lace-insets, embroidery and crystals, 
netting, pastels and the use of red and black as sta- 
plecolors. : 

Femininity is the focis, with the popularity of 
corsets, sheer camisoles, flowers, retro polka dots, 
and checks. Other trends are stripes and ethnic pat- 
terns. Satin is sil big, for te humid weather. The 
less expensive materials are charmeuse, tapestry for 
corsets, and elastic knit. 

Women's Secret, fron Spain, has literally been 
Manila's best-kept secret: It has'ah extensive collection 
of classic and trendy undergarments and sleep wear 
that are top drawers. With the right accessories, they 


| can be wom to parties! At least, you'll be dressed for 


bed early The store is located at Glorietta 3, Robinson's 
Galleria East Wing, Alabang Town Center, Rustan's 
Shangri-la Plaza, and Power Plant Mall in Rockwell. 


Collection 
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SHISEIDO THE MAKEUP 
Autumn / Winter Collection 2004 


Shiseido The Makeup introduces its Autumn / Winter 


2004. Designed Ьу renowned, French 


make-up oris! Tom Pecheux, Ihe vibrancy тог lie 
season is evoked by the exciting play of rich hues: 


Accentuating Color for eyes 

(8 shades) 

+ The shimmer of precious stones is 
translated in each shade that is 
formulated with pearl pigments. 
Wem alone or combined with other 
shodes, Accentuating Color provides 
depth and drama for the eyes. P1498. 


Lasting Lift Mascara (3 shades) 

A waterproof mascara thot curls lashes 
from the roots with o feather-light finish 
State-of-the-art brush grabs each and 
every losh to give eyes а dramatic , 
definition. P1393 


j 


Natural Finish Combing Mascara 
An-easy-to-use lash comb defines lashes 
one by one to give o glossy finish. 

Соп be used as a topcoat о maka 
other mascaras lasi longer. P995. 


1 Enriched Loose Powder 
A moisturizing loose powder thot 
gives a light, silky, translucent finish 
to all skin tones, from fair to 
deep bronze. P1550. 


Perfecting Lipsti 
For full, soft lips, each lipstick has 


moisturizing ingredients. The season's new 


shades strongly contrast with shimmery 

Accentuating Color eyeshadows 

lo enhance the drama of the eyes: P1050. 
a 


Lip Liner Pencil (3 new shades) 
These long-lasting lip liners glide on 
experily lo create smooth [ines without 
bleeding. The new shades perfectly 
complement the extended range of 
The Makeup lipsticks. P898. 


Shiseido The Makeup is ovailoble at Shiseido Beauly 
Institute Glorietta 4, Shiseido Beauty Institute Power 
|. Plant Mall, SM Megamall, SM North Edsa, SM Makati, 

SM Horison Plaza, SM Cebu, The Landmark, 
Podium, 
Galleria, and Shongri-La Mall. 


Robinson's Ermita, Robinson's 
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Forward-looking architect turns playful 
for this ‘renewal project’ 


Photos by Ava Lugtu 
Pictorial direction by Albert Avellana 


Ean 


ARCHITECT Jose Ma. Yupangco, known for his ul- 
tra-modern, albeit severe designs, turns playful in 
this condominium unit owned by a businessman. 
The forward-looking architect reinvents a fusty flat 
intoa striking statement of rhythm and color grada- 
tion, elements that conservative Filipino clients 
usually shy away from, 

‘Think minimalism focusing on one essential line. 
Yupangco takes one element, the rectangular slit, 
and then repeats and makes variations of it—wall 
accent, windows, shelving and storage. 

The architect describes the unit in Makati's 
Twin Towers as a “renewal project.” To him, old- 
er condominiums offer more room for experi- 
mentation because the units are bigger, com- 
pared to those of newer structures which, he 
says, have “less density.” 

“Objects and buildings age like people,” he ex- 


‘THE UNIFORMITY of the elements in the living room and breakfast nook-cum-bar exudes a calming effect. Yupangco sought 
toachieve a simulation of infinity with a continuous wall studded with striations. The entire floor is dressed in plain concrete 


with the grid pattern as a design element. Ер: 
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y loft 


plains. “You can improve on them. We all have to 
reinvent ourselves ata certain point.” 

‘And so he revitalized the cramped condominium 
by knocking down walls and transforming it into a 
classy loft: 


Cross lighting 

‘The impact starts from the lift lobby. Just like in 
New York,” he says. “As you step out of the elevator, 
there's the foyer. It can become part of the room." A 
glass partition separates the area from the inside of 
the apartment. This facilitates cross lighting from 
inside and outside the unit, and also creates a feel- 
ing of levity 

‘Walls in the living and dining areas are wrapped 
in laminated veneer lumber and, as such, don't suc- 
cumb to humidity. They form one continuous panel 
filled with a series of striations, like a musical staff 


sofas soften the linear geometry of the room. 
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filled with rests. Through these narrow slits are seen 
a different cityscape. The buildings become 
cropped images, making the room seem larger. 

‘Yupangco removed the original tiles and cement- 
ed the floor, with the grid serving as a design ele- 
ment, and also to avoid cracks. 

Veering away from such living room clichés as 
linear sofas and three-seaters, he played with 
shapes. A vertical bamboo artwork echoes the stria- 
tions on the wall. “I wanted to deviate. 1 also placed 
lozenge-shaped sofas,” he says. 

He favored a free layout, for flexibility. Adjoining 
the living room are the dining areas and an open 
kitchen with a long table top that can be used as a 
breakfast corner or buffet table. 

The original ceiling made the apartment look too 
compact. “We took out the slabs and exposed the 
structural parts,” says Yupangco. Instead of using 


industrial look. 


white for his color story, he picked a single color in 
that graduates in subtle tones. "Color influences you. 
Ifyou work with white ora non-color, you are mono- 
saturated by the space that you're working with.” 

Lighting is an essential factor in creating moods. 
"It can be used for illumination or to make end 
rooms as the focal point,” he says. 


Dropped ceiling 

Thus, in the hallway, he dropped the ceiling and 
folded it to cover some of the pipes. Backlighting 
creates the feeling of height. “You don't need much 
lighting,” he points out. “I use cove lighting along. 
the corridor and floor lamps ones in the rooms, 
Dowlights in bedrooms are no longer important. 
Ambient lighting creates shadows that create mood. 
Ies the continuity thatis important.” Marge G. En- 
riquez 


ATOUCH of Asian influence in the wicker and dining set subdues the condo's 
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‘THE LIFT foyer is integrated into the apartment proper. Yupangco installed floor-to-ceiling glass doors to brighten up > E 
the condo, To address the problem of height, he built a floating ceiling and had it uplighted. The eye isled upward, for ^ USING a primary color in the guest room isa bold move, the architect says, because Filipinos 
an illusion of altitude, Other decorative details are the minimalist storage facilities, mushroom caps and photographs prefer neutrals and pastels. The room flooring is made from engineered wood. Littered toy 
by Denise Weldon. puppies add a playful atmosphere. 
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За hoe ch suit enl ar iz 


THE MASTER bedroom is sparsely appointed. Stillin keeping with the overall design theme, the headboard is made 
of vertical slats that isa subtle counterpoint to the motif of repeated striations. For impact, Yupangco played with 
proportion, placing a large, horizontal artwork above the bed to punctuate the rectangular slits of the walls. Also of 
interest are the floor and pedestal lamps made from industrial materials resting on the glass night tables. 


BUKAL Lan kin a За И 
SIMPLE elements in the bedroom entrance create an impact. The recurrence of horizontal 
slits is carried over to the bedroom. The wall-to-wall shelf system reiterates the motif. 
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Monsoon weddings. 


Photos by Patrick Uy 


THE PHILIPPINES had its own versions of "Mon- 
soon Wedding,” led by the Padilla-Tambunting and 
Lagdameo-Trillana nuptials last month. The cere- 
monies were held at Santuario de San Antonio, and 
on both occasions, the rain poured. But the weather 
didn't dampen the spirits of the hosts and guests. 
BridesMaids & Co, facilitated the flow of events 
flawlessly, Patrick Rosas did the makeup. 

“One of Manila's most cligible catches, business- 
man Manny Padilla settled down with Assumption 
educator Mia Tambunting, daughter of Jesus Tam- 
bunting, former ambassador to the Court of St. 
James. The event was simple and elegant. The 


groom's relatives flew in from Spain, bringing tapas 
and jamon, During the reception at Peninsula Mani- 
Ja, afully decked buffet table dominated the Rigodon 
Ballroom. It was laden with flowers, cheeses, appe- 
tizers and desserts, and an elegant three-layered 
cake by Heny Sison. The guests were of several gen- 
erations--the bride's school friends in London and at 
the Ateneo; the parents’ contemporaries including 
PL. Lim; Senators Jamby Madrigal and Ralph Recto 
and llocos Gov. Bongbong Marcos, Guests went 
home with silver-and-crystal jewelry boxes. 

‘The Lagdameo-Trillana reception looked like a scene 
from Mira Nairs movie, replete with a waterproof tent. 
Jt was set in the garden of the Floirendos' Forbes Park 
residence. A few days before the wedding, the Brides- 


THE PENINSULA'S Rigodon Ballroom never looked so good: Noteworthy was the grand center buffet 
which featured cheeses and jamon flown in from Madrid, as well as a resplendent spread of the hotel's best 
antipasti, enjoyed by guests at the Padilla-Tambunting reception. Decor by Mabolo. 


GROOM'S grandfather, Anto 
Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo into his home. 


Floirendo, welcomes President 


ka vie а d 


Maids made sure there were no leaks in the roof of the 
air-conditioned tent, Decorator Ponce Veridiano creat- 
ed a garden inside the tent and highlighted the decor 
‘with antique jars filled with bamboo. 

‘The bride and groom are both in the food busi- 
ness at Bonifacio Global City. Cary Lagdameo, son 
of Linda Floirendo and Tonet Lagdameo, runs Je Su- 
is Gourmand. Tina de Ocampo Trillana's family 
owns the huge hit, Go Nuts Donuts. Naturally, the 
point of interest was the food. The giveaways re- 
flected the couples background—bottled pre- 
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serves, pineapple pandan and eggplant dip with a 
recipe book of appetizers and creative entreés 
Cibo, the official caterer, served cocktails echoing 
the wedding’s color motif of green, yellow and or- 
ange. Fresh produce and meats were flown in from 
the Floirendo farm in Davao. For the main course, 
Gourmand provided the carvings. Highlights were 
Cibo's Belgian chocolate fondue fountain that 
served as a dip for Go Nuts Donut holes. Sison's 
wedding cake was likewise inspired by the 
and creamy donuts. 


AT THE Floirendo home, a buoyant tent kept over 500 of the Lagdameo-Trillana wedding guests comfy 


and safe from the monsoon rains. Decor was done by 


BEAUTIFUL bride Tina Trillana, leaving 


for church to become Mrs. Ricardo “Cary” 
Lagdameo, Tina's gown is by Vera Wang. 


MIA Tambunting-Padilla's strapless gown with a swe 
with pineapple silk. Inno Sotto's trademark Б to fasten diamond brooches on the ruched bodice. 


Ponce Veridiano. 


train is done in ivory duchesse satin 


CARY and his friends eagerly await Tina's arrival. From left, Raul Manglapus Ill, Pablo Festa, 
Bojo Locsin, the groom, David Suarez, Quito Lopez and Carlo Lopez 
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SENATOR Franklin and Mila Drilon 


MIA'S bouquet by Antonio Garcia 
at the Padilla-Tambunting reception 


of Mabolo 


Treat your Grandparents to a day of fun-filled events and activities as SM 
Supermalis pay tribute to all Lolos and Lolas on Grandparents’ Day. Give 
them a Grandparents’ Day celebration they won't forget. Bring them to any of 
the SM Supermalls and choose from the wide variety of activities we have in 
store for your beloved Lolos and Lolas! 


August 21-September 6 
Regional Finals: 
Soplember 7 - SM City Cebu 
‘September 8-SMCity Pampanga | 
Seplembert0- SMOlyFalew + 
Grand Finals 
Soptember 12 
SM City North Edsa 
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{los and Lolas renewed vigor 
this Grandparents! Day 
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making great things possible 
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си FOR SINGING 
LOLOS AND LOI, 

‘This Grandparents’ Day, ай Lolos and Lolas 
are invited to participate in SM Supermalls 
nationwide search for the best singing Lolo 
and Lola, for a chance to win lois of prizes. 
Watch Lolos and Lolas go head to head as 
they croon their way to stardom at SM Cebu 
on September 7, SM Pampanga оп 
September 8, SM Falrview on September 10 
for the Regional Finals and SM North Edsa 
ов September 12 for the Grand Finals 


REMINISCING KUNDIMAN SONGS 
SM Supermalls will be hosting cultural 
presentations showcasing traditional. folk 
dances and songs this Grandparents’ Day. 
Listen to the heart wrenching Kundiman 
renditions and reminisce with your 
Grandparents on September 3 at SM Lucena, 
September 5 at SM Southmall, September 6 
at SM Davao, September 9 at SM North 
Edsa, September 10 at SM Dasmariñas and 
SM Bicutan, September 10 and 11 at SM 
Cagayan de Oro. 

Visit SM Pampanga on September 1 and take. 
рап in their celebration of Music and Melody. 
Let SM Marilao serenade your Lolo and Lola 
on September 10 with their Harana Para Kay 
Lolo at Lola and catch their cultural show on 
September 11. Catch SM Lucena's Balik 
Tanaw Cultural Show on September 8 and 
Bida si Lolo at Lola Variety show on 
September 11 


BALLROOM DANCING AT SM 
SUPERMALI € 

Tuke your Lolo and Lola out ballroom 
dancing at SM Supermalls as they bring you 
а selection of ballroom tunes that you and 
your Grandparents can dance to. Visit SM. 
Marilao on September 1, SM Marilao and 
SM Bacoor on September 3, SM Megamall 
and SM Marilao on September 4, SM 
Pampanga, SM Lucena and SM Sucat on 
September 5, SM Davao and SM Cagayan 
de Oro on Sepiember 7, SM Cebu, SM 
Manila, and SM Pampanga on September 
10, SM Fairview, SM Sta. Mesa and SM 
Pampanga on September 11, SM Bicutan, 
SM Dasmariñas and SM Southmall on 
September 12 10 get a chance 10 show off 
your Lolos and Lolas dancing skills along 
with special surprise guests. Visit SM 
Pampanga on September 10 and 11 as they 
celebrate Grandparents’ Day with а Dance 
Fiasco, Catch SM Marilao's Ballroom Dance 
Festival amd Pasayawang Bayan featuring 
Boogie Nights on September 1, Rigodon de 
Honor on September 3 and Dance Gathering 
‘on September 4. 


JRIBUTE/TO GRANDPARENTS 
Enjoy listening to classic love songs and 
golden tunes as SM Supermalls present a 
variety of artists for your Grandparents 
listening pl special day. 

Sing with Joscephine Gomez and take a rip 
down memory lane on September 3 at SM 
Megamall. Watch RJ Jacinto perform live at 
SM Megamall on Sep 

Mesa on September 10, SM Bi 
September 11 and SM Sucat on Se 

12. Groove with Elizabeth Ramsey at SM 
North Edsa on September 10, SM Sucat on 
September 11, SM Bicutan and SM Sta, 


serenaded by Jose Mari Chan at 5 
Megamall on September 12. Reminisce with 
De Leon at SM Marilao on 
и 12 and catch Claire dela Fuente 
irview on September 10 and Haji 


ta Papin at SM 
er 1. Visit SM 
12 as they feature 
special Celebrity Requests t0 celebrate 
Grandparents Day. 


SET ИКАЦРИУ AND FEFAVITH 
IMMER'S WORLD 

Slimmer's World will help promote fitness [0 

sive our Lolos and Lolas renewed vigor this 

Grandparents’ Day. Visit their interactive 

booths at SM Cebu on September 2, SM 

Hoilo and SM Pampanga fo 


10 und SM Megamall on September 1 


GRANDPARENIS PROTO. 
and daughter 

beloved Lolos and Lolas by 
it SM Megamall on 


September 10, 11 and 12 and SÍ 
Bicutan, SM Sta. Mesa, SM 
Bacoor, SM Dasmarihus on. 


SM Supermalls give you a wide array of 
simple, meaningful and fun ways to le 
Grandpas 

them. Rush to the nearest SM Supermall with 
your Lolos and Lolas and take part in these 
activities for a Grandparents! Day celebration 
they won't forget! 
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Homeward bound 


By Angela Blardony Ureta 

Contributor 

Photos by Ava Lugtu 

Pictorial direction by Antonio Salac-Santos 


1 HAVE always been a southern belle. I remember celebrating my 
eighth birthday in our new home at the time—a three-bedroom bun- 
galow in Parahaque with a bermuda grass lawn and orange santan. 
That was 30 years ago, when city denizens had just discovered a world 
that opened up with the creation of the South Luzon Expressway. 

Tn those days, Не in the south was an almost bucolic existence. You can 
walk to school, church, and the dry market, or take a tricycle to the village 
{gate to escape its confines. We played hide-and-seek among the tall cogon 


REGULAR ELAN HAS 8.PAGES 


Anew residential estate in San Pedro, 
Laguna calls to young families ready 
to take on lifestyle changes 


grass in the neighboring vacant lots and looked forward to taking the 
much-awaited Saturday bus ride to the Makati Commercial Center for 
weekly burger lunches and shopping at Syvel's. Those excursions meant 
"going to town.” 

When we visited relatives in Laguna, we would pass through the sleepy 
streets of Muntinlupa, whose main edifices were the whitewashed walls of 
the Food and Drug Bureau and a hospital for tropical diseases. And we 
gawked with childlike enthusiasm at the spotted cows grazing in the pas- 
tures surrounding dairy farms. Crossing the border, motor lazily into Lagu- 
na—San Pedro, Santa Rosa ... a row of rustic towns that told us we were 
“in the province." 


————— MEN 
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E-mail: pr. elan@inquirercom.ph 
pd elanGinquirercom.ph 


Not anymore. Today living in the south is synonymous го living in style. 

South of Manila is where the premiere real estate is. It is home to exclu- 
sive villages and tony subdivisions, trendy malls and sleek office buildings. 
Moreover, it favors diverse lifestyle trends because most of the favored 
"quick escape" destinations are an hours drive away—the mountain 
slopes of Tagaytay, the beaches of Cavite and Batangas, the hot springs of 
Laguna, the rugged trails of Rizal. 

Unfortunately I had to move out of my childhood home when I started 
producing newsmagazines for a major television network. With the base of 
operation in Quezon City, frequent out-of-town coverage and a 24/7 work 
schedule, it became virtually impossible to continue, much less enjoy, liv- 
ingin the south. 

Search for a sanctuary 

Today, tired of chasing stores, meeting deadlines and competing for rat- 

ings on a daily basis, I dream of being homeward bound once more. Iam not. 
HOMEWARD/2 


welcoming guests ог: 
spending time with 


г Over the course of a 
“family's lifetime, welcome 
changes are a constant. 
For these changes, 
360° Living, the property 


re-imagineers, offers 


The latest development of La Marea in 
San Pedro, The Trails provides the perfect 
home for families and the welcome 
changes that come their way, positive 
changes that affect how one lives, how 
one looks at life—changes like the 
beginning of married life, che birth of a 
first child, or the growth of a family, and 
all the other changes thar demand moving 
up in life, moving into a new home. 


The Trails of La Marea provides for these 
changes by offering American ranch- 
inspired homes in a community close to 
nature, in a location that's close to 
everything. In fact, with the opening 
of the new San Pedro exit, The Trails of 
La Marea is city close, only a short drive 
from Alabang and Makati. So one arrives 
fresh from work and can spend more 
quality time on what truly matters— 


the family. Alongside the nearby 
location, the facilities and amenities at 
The Trails of La Marea helps enhance 
the family’s quality of life. 


The fern garden is a natural activity area. 
The playground is a kids’ haven, The 
swimming pool, surrounded by trees, 
is a refreshing getaway. The community 
itself is ideal for welcome change, 


for neighborly interaction yee with respect 
for one's privacy. 


From фе homes to the amenities to the 
community, the Trails of La Marea is ideal 
for welcoming change. 


To know more about The Trails of 
La Marea, call 842 1360 or 842 1251., 


You can see it in the smiles, 

the joy, the laughter in your 
family’s faces. It's what you see 
from a family who enjoys a home 
where one can live a happy, well- 
rounded life. It's precisely what 
you get at The Trails of La Marea, 
where the homes provide for just 
about anything you need in a 
place to nurture your family. 

So when you come home fo The 
Trails of La Marea, you'll always 
be greeted by a most pleasant, 


welcome sight. 


The Trails of La Marea isa 
community of American ranch- 
inspired homes located right after 
the newly opened San Pedro exit. 


842 1360 
842 1251 
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Homeward bound -.. 


exactly “house-hunting,” though, rummaging around 
for the obligatory suburban nest with a comely roof and 
four walls. I am looking for personal space, a sanctuary, 
some quiet comer where I can prime my soul to write 
and in other days, to sing. Fm in search of a home. And 
home, to me, can only mean some place where 1 can 
drive by the highway and admire the poetic waters of a 
lake once called “Laguna Encantada,” still framed by 
green mountain ranges and bright, open skies. 

Since 1 am stilf actively pursuing my profession, this 
future home will not be meant for the weekends or for 
early retirement. It has tobe accessible to the seat of ac- 


ФЕ 


tion—close enough for travel on a daily basis, but dis- 
tant enough for a speedy retreat from the urban work- 
place. 

With this in mind, 1 welcomed the chance for a look- 
secat La Marea, a bustling new residential estate in San 
Pedro, Laguna. Only 10 minutes away from Alabang 
via the South Luzon Expressway, this neighborhood of 
Tanchinspired homes, complete with white picket 
fences, is owned and developed by Brittany Corpora- 
tion. d 

Because of its reputation for building homes for the 
well-heeled set, I had some reservations in terms of af- 
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fordability, but corporate communications head Nova 
‘Noval insisted that Brittany designed La Marea to be 
“an ideal community for upwardly mobile profession- 
alsand young families that are ready to take on lifestyle 
changes.” 

Tris one of the company's flagship projects under its 
360" Living division, Noval said, describing La Marea's 
target residents as self made achievers who take pride 
in their career accomplishments and value whatever 
little time they have for relaxation. 

“They work hard and feel they deserve to enjoy the 
fruits of their labor. So they look forward to enjoying 
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IOVE-IN BUSTLE. The Ungiolley unit is built uphill and therefore lends to а high сей 
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their weekends and see theif home as a personal haven. 
away from the stress of everyday life.” This, she said, 
made La Marea perfect for the new breed of young, ur- 
ban professionals who are driven, yet are rediscovering 
the value of making time for themselves and their loved 
ones, ' 

"The village provides an ideal setting for welcoming 
the positive changes that are coming their way,” said 
Noval. “These changes include the beginning of mar- 
пей life, the birth of a new child, a job promotion, clos- 
ing a big business deal, and all others that entail mov- 
ing up’ 
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GREENSCAPES. La Marea has many open spaces where residents can avail of plants, 


BEST COPY AVAILABLE 
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SUNSET COCKTAILS. Each unit has balcony where one can enjoy the " 
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Master plan 

Mary Lee Sadiasa, 360° Living head, added that La 
Marea adhered to the company's five-pillar concept of 
‘property development: innovation, intelligent space 
planning, built-in flexibility, providing comfort within 


grow with them. Windows are also larger than the 
standard size, to allow more natural light to come in 
and present a better view of the outdoors." 

Driving around the village, one cannot help but no- 
tice the trees that line the hilly terrain. Noval explained 
that in drawing the master plan of any site, the compa- 
пу took the area's topography into consideration and 
consistently tried to preserve the natural landscape. 


PALAG 


“We don’t cut down trees,” she claimed. "In fact, we 
plant more of them in the open spaces. Following the 
360? Living concept, La Marea is a remarkable example 
that more can be done with less.” 

"The reason for having big windows is so that home- 
owners can enjoy the natural landscape and the charm- 
ing, pleasant neighborhood outside,” said Sadiasa. "We 
value their privacy and need for quiet time, so we are 
not allowing any commercial establishments within the 
subdivision. If they want to spend time at the mall or in 
any recreation center, these are just a few minutes 
away If they prefer to stay home, they are assured of a 
tranquil environment. They will never wake up to find 
a noisy bar or crowded coffee shop next door.” 

For community activities, there is a clubhouse with 
swimming pool, sports facilities, children’s playground, 
and picnic ground. Wide, paved streets are perfect for 
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jogging, running ог cycling. А fem garden and other 
pocket parks make ideal nooks for reading or for en- 
gaging in friendly chats. 

Aside from environmental planning, waste manage- 
‘ment is also key component of La Marea, according to 
both lady executives. For instance, the compulsory 
white picket fences serve more than just an aesthetic 
purpose. Mailboxes and waste bins are incorporated in- 
to the setup to encourage neatness and sanitation 
‘within and outside each property. The homeowners as- 
sociation has strict guidelines on waste segregation. Sa- 
Фаза and Noval said the group worked closely with the 
local government in ensuring the proper disposal of 
garbage. 


Flexible packages 
Back to affordability: Is this dream within reach? 


GOODNIGHT, The master bedroom is designed like a local spa, using native materials. 
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“We have a variety of packages to suit particular 
needs,” said Sadiasa. "We assist clients with flexible 
payment schemes. In some cases, we even help find fi- 
nancing. Its а very personal relationship we have with 
buyers.” 

A brief glance at the price range and some mental 
‘math confirmed value for money. La Marea is certainly 
not cheap, but is quite reasonable when measured 
against a standard of living that should guarantee as 
much pleasure as satisfaction. 

The 70 percent occupancy attests to this, It took La 
Marea very little time to develop into a thriving com- 
munity. 

As the ubiquitous Oprah Winfrey said: “Home is a 
state of mind ... the sense of yourself that you сапу 
with you no matter where you lay your head." 

lay mine down south 


Location: Trails of La Marea, San Pedro, Laguna 
Clothes: K & Co. at Glorietta 3, Ayala Center; 
Rockwell Center and Shangri-La Plaza Mall, 
Also available at Kate + Jack and 
Gingersnaps at The Podium 

Models: Don Management 


Southern 
exposure 


Heed the direction 
of the modern compass 
to living well 


SOUTHERN Luzon has always been known 
for its idyllic landscape and rich historic lega- 
су. Home to mythical diwatas of enchanted 
mountains as well as revolutionary heroes, it 
remains a popular destination especially for 
day-tour packages. Its proximity to Metro 

Manila via major thoroughfares isa bonus. 
But it was not until the last decade that 
metrophiles began moving southwards in 
droves, like pioneers of the Gold Rush making 
their way toa “promised land" of milk and honey. 
‘There are treasures to be found down south, they 
SOUTHERN/4 
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say—cleaner air, fresher water, an abundance of greens 
and a more relaxed lifestyle, ай of which have become 
rare commodities in the big city. 

“The exodus to the South was pushed by the Cal- 
abarzon initiative says research specialist Bong Moli- 
na, She explains that this clustering of the major 
provinces of Cavite, Laguna, Batangas, Rizal and Que- 
zon for industrial development, as well as government 
programs that provided incentives to businesses in the 
area, brought a steady influx of workers, supervisors 
and managers, and as а result, rapid economic growth. 

‘Today, Calabarzon (also known as Region IV) is the 
second most densely populated region in the country 
with two international ports, over a dozen major indus- 
trial estates and technology parks, and three major 
power-generating stations that make it a key compo- 
nent of the Luzon Power Grid. The Southern Luzon Ex- 
pressway conveniently connects it to Manila's major 
business centers. 

However, power and industry are not the main rea- 
sons that people would relocate and build their homes 
elsewhere. For modem-day migrants, the real attrac- 
tion still lies in the fabled wonder of the region's natural 
grace. Cradled in majestic mountains and volcanoes, 
surrounded by rejuvenating hot springs and an abun- 
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Southern exposure ..... 


dant freshwater lake, the south offers a perfect blend of 
risp, countryside living with all the conveniences of an 
urban lifestyle. 


Breathing space 

Molina observes through almost 20 years of experi- 
ence in real estate market research consultancy that, 
despite earlier efforts to create mass housing projects 
north of Metro Manila, the urban growth movement 
pattern was naturally. inclined to lean towards the 
south. 


“When real estate boomed and the private sector 
took active interest in housing development, it became 
apparent that there was very little space to move up 
north; it was already ful” he says. “Of course there are 
sill efforts to reclaim rice fields and fishponds, but in 
the rainy season, they are bound to go under water Just 
look at the headlines these days—knee-deep floods 
with every typhoon. Apparently these areas are really 
meant for planting or fishing, and now nature wants 
them back. It didn’t take long for companies to realize 
that there are more opportunities for developing real 
estate southwards, because it had all the promise of 
community living, minus the flooding and congestion.” 

‘True enough, beyond the villages of Parafiaque and 


ILY INQUIRER 
данды өйы 


Muntinlupa, thousands have set up residence in the 
surrounding towns of Cavite and Laguna. Itis no longer 
unusual to see office employees commuting to Makati 
ог Ortigas from homes in Imus or San Pedro, or execu- 
tives driving to work from posh estates in Santa Rosa ог 
Alabang. 


As Molina puts it: “in the past, if you told people that fic. 


you lived in the south, they would probably say, Thats 
far! Aren't there just rice fields there? These days, when 
you live in the south, you are referred to as'sosyal!" 


D uS 
Indeed, the south is a “dream destination” for new 
homeowners, particularly the so-called "young, up- 
wardly mobile market.” A real estate agent describes 
this sector asa generation that aspires for a mansion in 
a wel-heeled, exclusive vilage, and moves closer to 
their target by making their first home in an upscale, yet 
affordable subdivision. 

‘There are also very practical reasons for choosing to 
live in the south, School owner Lisa Mendoza, who 
grew up in busy downtown Manila, chose to build her 
learning center for special children in a cozy suburban 
community in Parahaque because "it is definitely less 
crowded, but the facilities are complete." 


Eran 


Soon enough, she decided to buy a three-bedroom 
bungalow in the same subdivision. Now she drives to 
daily MBA classes on Taft Avenue via the expressway 
with little effort. “As long as you don't venture out dur- 
ing rush hour, itis a shorter and more comfortable 
than having to sweat it out in the city’s workday 


Ditto with journalist Vlad Bunoan, who moved 
to a flat near the Alabang business and recre- 
ation center after coming home from a working 
stint abroad. Рогтеу a long-time resident of 
Quezon City, he has learned to love the south be- 
cause “the air is cleaner and the pace is more re- 
laxed." 

He adds that it is also more convenient and devel- 
oped, compared to real estate options in the northern 
and eastern markets, “It is also ideal for families be- 
‘cause there is quite a selection of reputable schools and 
good leisure facilities,” he points out. 

“As they say, what matters more than the cost is for 
one's living space to nourish his soul, buffer his mind 
from stress, and provide ample opportunity for both 
personal and family time. On these counts, obviously, 
the compass to living well points southwards. Angela 
Blardony Ureta 


Today's 30 and 40-somethings, 
the country’s movers and 

shakers, are people who seek 
only the highest quality in life 


both at work and at home. 


They have high expectations of what a home should 
be: a shelter for their children to grow up in with 
an unspoiled environment; a sanctuary where they 
can reenergize in peaceful comfort; a refuge for 
spending private time with their families; a possession 
enabling them to connect with nature and neighbors. 


With the needs and wants of these achievers in 
mind, Brittany Corporation, the country’s leader in 
developing themed and master-planned residential 
communities, launched 360° Living. A new corporate 
division, 360° Living develops exclusive, themed 
residential communities-homes that help these 
achievers attain the high quality of life they envision 
for their families. 


One of the developments of 360° Living is La Marea 
in San Pedro, Laguna. Located right after the new 


San Pedro exit, La Marea is an American country- 
inspired community. Inside La Marea is The Trails 
of La Marea, a community that takes its cue from 
American ranches. in Antipolo, Cottonwoods sets 
homes in harmony with full-grown trees and a 
sanctuary for birds and butterflies. Other developments 
are underway in Alabang, Laguna and Cavite. 


As a unique element of planning, the designs of all 
360° Living communities and homes consciously revolve 
around families and their activities. The objective of 
planning is to maximize comfort and satisfaction for 
residents as they go about their daily lives. 


All this is captured in 360° Living's 5-pillar philosophy. 


innovation 

Going beyond the usual way of doing things. It’s 
about creating uncommon designs with a purpose— 
like placing garages at the back to give you an 
unhampered view. 360° Living calls it cutting edge 
development; fresh thinking that ensures the 
family’s home today still best answers the needs 
for the future. 


Intelligent space planning 
Every space is meticulously thought out and designed 
for the way people live. 


Built-in flexibility 
The homes allow room for expansion. Spaces are 
multi-functional, ready for just about any use. 


360° Living communities and 


families and their activities. 


homes consciously revolve around 


360° Living homes provides space of one's own, from 
a dad's corner nook to a child's play area. 


Comfort within your reach 
360° Living homes afford the luxury of comfort at 
a price customers like. 


Rooms with a view 

The homes allow for picturesque views of the 
surrounding scenery. Windows are bigger than 
usual and are strategically placed around the 
entire home. 


Every family in a 360° Living home will be rewarded 
by the experience of a comfortable and happy way 
of life that affirms their sense of who they are and 
what they're achieving. Most of all, they will derive 
fulfillment, because they know they're getting the 
best from 360° Living. 


A 
3609/LIVING 


A DIVISION OF BRITTANY CORPORATION 


call 842 1360 or 842 1251 


